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ERRATA. 

ft 

/ 

^>gc 3* line 21— for LucAman, read Letchmau* 

Page 4, line i— after obiigest insert me. 

Page 9» line afi— after brethren^ a pirkd. 

Page 1 8, line i^-r^iox principles f xtzd treasures* 

Page 19, line i5-~for Steiuardt read Steuoari* 

Page ao, line aS— -for /j/?, read /.V^/. 

Page 19, line 10— far These ^ read /^^^. 

page 39» line 4-~for affected^ read effected* 

Page — , line 7— for iv/rfy read ov^/^ 

Page 42, line 5— place a^ zhtv first. 

Page — , line 27— for me^ read otjp. 

Page 469 line i i«»for BaUygursh read BaUygmAm^ 

Page 48^ line 27 — before m^ insert 0r» 

Pag« 5*> linf 9— for Colonel^ read Captain, 

5*^g^ 53i line 14— .for Montello, read Montalto. 

Page 55, line 15 — for Z)0«v», read />Jf /cay». 

Page 66, line aa— for Mr* Clunty^ read Mr. CJuney* 

Page 80, last line— (or Veniriloguist^ read Fentriloquist. 

P-ige ii3» line 2 — for British, read Scottish. 

Page lao, line 15 — for marry^ read Bamffm 

Page ia9, line 4 — for Stulker^ read Stalker. 

Page 150, line 18— for i8iOy read iSoi. 

Page 164, line i S^^-befbre ^oa^rrffOTfx/i prefix of* 

Pjfige 169, line 24— before «iy insert /#• 

Page — -, lint a 2— for )9l^7lrJ'9 read may. 

P^g^ 1759 last line— -for j«m0»/7/^^9 read /»rr0MMM 

Page 1859 line 8— for rhu^ read r^/«. 

Page 2x3, line 5— for blended^ read blind-led. 

Page —-9 line 23— for insiduous^ read insidious* 

Page — -, line 25— for /^^, j-ead /o. 

Page 14 5» line —for constrained, read overstramed. 



Let not the preceding long Ust of errata be imputed to the printer. 
From my incapacity qf ^writing plaint for several months , and the im^ 
possibility of my attending the press, less tould not be expected — many 
errors in pointing, for the same reasons, txere unavoidable, as will 
ajfear to the readers. 

W. S. D* 
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OWEVER painful it may be to a modest 
mind to obtrude itself, and its concerns^ on the 
notice of the public — and still more painful to 
enter into details^ which may excite a disagree* 
able sensation in any of the human, kind — yet, 
circumstances frequently occur, in life, from 
which such details become a duty, to self, to 
society^ to truth, justice, and honor. In such 
circumstances, for several years past, I have 
felt myself unfortunately placed. Had these 
ceased to operate, perhaps, I should never 
have taken up my pen to record them ; most 
assuredly, I would never have exposed them 
to public animadversion. But, as this has not 
been the case, and even now is not, I flatter 
myself that I shall not be deemed unjustifiable^ 
after a long forbearance, in presenting them to 
the eyes of my countrymen ; and, from past 
experience, I feel emboldened to confide in 
tlieir candor, and hope for llbeir indulgence. 

■ ■ 
As this detail wjU principally consist of grie- 
vances, severe in their pressure, extensive in 
their operatioui and of long coptinuance, it 
will naturally be supposed that the criminality 

B . must 
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niust h^v^ tefeii great fi^r' vfhich'they hare been 
inflicted, under a government, equoWy celebrat- 
cd for justice an4 meixy ;.and aggravated by ' 
an ecclesiastical body, from which unmerited 
severity should never be^uspected. 

That the foundation of this supposition ijnay 
be'fairly "estimated^ I shall not confine rayseff 
to the- fl/fe^erf' proximate causes of the grievan- 
ces of Whith'I ibftiplain. I shall briefly and 
fairlyrecite,'^^o' far as I can possibly recollect, 
crvery materia! occurrence of my life, and every 
part of thy 'public conduct, previous to my 
long confinement and exile, which can be sup- 
))o^ed to have incurred the wrath of the Irish 
government, • or those who exercised itfr powers, 
in 1798' J and the pioiis and* loyal severity of a 
small, but, latterly, a dominant party, among 
my*' rev. fathers and brethren of the synod of 
Ulstbn This recital, I trust, wilt enable my 
reader^ td judge impartially between them and 
iineiV and 1 have no doubt but their judgment 
will be f6unded in jiistrce. 



M t.r. . , . :i 



Of the early part of my life I shall say little. 
My boyish years were spent in the usual, and, 
I am sorry to addi^ . almost us^l^ss routine of 
Irish country schools. Indeed, I might say, 
to me al together, uteless, had it not been for the 
paternal attention and vdiliable instructions of 
the rev. Robert White, then Presbyterian mi- 
nister of Templepatrick, inthecQunty of An- 
trim. 



KAKRATIVC . . 

• 

trim* To him I am indebted for my initiation 
into any thing approaching to knowledge of the 
elements an4 structure of the I^atin and Greek 
languages-— as also of logic, metaphysics, mo- 
rals^ and natural theology. In fact, he first 
taught me, not only to reason, but to think. 

I 

On my going to the college of Glasgow, 
ia my seventeenth year, I was happy in the 
friendship, as well as in the instructions, of se- 
veral of the professors, particularly Mr. Moor- 
head, professor of Latin, one of the most gene- 
ral scholars of hjs day ; and Dr. Adam Smith, 
a man well known, and justly celebrated, in 
all the nations of Europe. To the latter I owed 
much— very much indeed— during the short 
time of his continuance in the University, after 
my entrance. To Mr. Moorhead I was in- 
debted, not only for his instructions, and the 
care with which he was pleased to direct the 
course of my studies -, but for an early intro* 
ductioQ to the learned, liberal, and pious Dr. 
Luchman, principal of the University— A 
man, whose name will ever be venerated by the 
friends of religious liberty, learning, truth, 
and unadulterated Christianity. In my inter« 
course with him, I enjoyed every advantage 
which a youthful mind, engaged in the pursuit 
of knowledge, could reasonably hope for : and 
inch was his friendship, and that of Mr. Moor- 
head, that they honored me with their corres- 
pondence, as long as they lived. 

B ^ Grat\tv\d« 
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Gratitu(!e here obliges to mentioh another 
name, whicb I must ever recollect with af- 
fectionate esteem. That is the nam^ of Mr, 
John Millar, then professor of law, in the same 
University— a name too well known, in the 
literary and political world, to require enco* 
mium. To him I had the happiness of being 
introduced, rather as a friend than a student. 
And, by him was my attention first directed 
to jurisprudence, the principles of government, 
and the respective advantages and disadvan-^ 
tages of the different forays under which it may 
be constructed aud administered. 

What particular effects his instructions then 
had upon my mind, I cannot now pretend to 
say. This only I know, and this I acknow- 
ledge, that they, and a few books to whrch he 
directed my attention, produced a yet unal- 
tered conviction that absolute monarchy is not 
the best possible government, except in the 
hands of absolute pcrffection-*-that aristocracy 
is, and ever must be, a bad government— that 
despotism, under the masque of limited monarv 
chy, a mixed government, or a free state, is 
worse — that any government, by favoritism^ is 
worse still—and, that a government, of what- 
ever description, the administration of which 
is entirely submitted to a faction, or sect — and, 
particularly, to upstarts -and underlings of such 

faction— 
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faction^*subject totbe influence, and liable to 
the control, of spies, informers, and mercena- 
ry clerks in office, is worst of alL 

In regard to a republic, or democracy, po- 
litical theorists have presented nothing that 
could satisfy my mind. The states so called, 
whether antient or modern, are sources of in- 
formation equally unsatisfactory. In no two 
of them has the constitution been the same. 
Their fate is the only thing in which they have 
been ever similar. In fact, rational republi«> 
Canisai> as appears to me, has never had a fair 
trial. And, qs the e^^ecutive power, under 
every form of Government, seems to be neces- 
sarily entrusted to an individual; while the 
right of legislation is inherent in, and insepara- 
ble from, the people, whether that might be 
exercised in m^iss, or by representation, the 
difference between a limited monarchy and a 
well constituted republic is rather in name 
than reaUty, provided the chief magistrate be 
elected by the state, and amenable to the 
laws, under which he derives his authoritj^ 
Whether he be denominated emperor, king, 
duke, stadtholder, consul, or president, is a 
matter of no importance. 

This last paragraph I have inserted, that 
nay readers may be enabled to form some geiVB- 
^al idea of m"^ political creed, and the princt- 

plei 
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exchanged for the glowing scarlet, and the 
title of " Reverend" for that of ** Captain/' In 
a word, such was the prevailing spirit, that, 
in a short time, a self-(Teated, self-array- 
ed, and self-supported, army presented itself, 
which strangers contemplated with wonder, 
enemies with fear, and Friends with pride, 
exultation, and confidence. 

Amidst the pleasing circumstances, which 
surrounded this institution, one, equally 
shameful and impolitic, occurred. The Catho** 
lies, in great numbers, and with great zeal 
offered themselves as volunteers, in common 
with their Protestant and Presbyterian country- 
men. Through the greater part of Ulster, if not 
the whole, their offers were rejected, and, in 
some places, not without insult. In my own 
neighbourboo(|, this was universally the case. 
Hence, jealousy and distrust became prevalent, 
and, in some instances, excited alarm. Im- 
pressed with a sense of the impolicy and danger 
of such conduct, and equally so with its injus- 
.tice, I not only argued against and reprobated 
it, in conversation, but, in a sermon, preached 
before the Echlin Ville volunteers, March 1789, 
expressed my opinions, on. the subject, so 
clearly, as to oifend all the Protestant and 
Presbyterian bigots in the country. This, once 
more, raised the cry of rebellion against me ; 
and some were so liberal as to pronounce me 

" a Papist 
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*'ii Papist in my heart," for the very substan- 
tial reason, among others, that the maiden- 
name of the parish-priest's mother was " Ditk- 
son." However, the general tenor of the 
sermon was so much approved, being calcu- 
lated to promote the volunteer cause, that 
1 was earnestly solicited, by a number of 
zealous friends to the institution, to publish it, 
with a modification of the part respecting the 
admission of Catholics to the volunteer ranks. To 
the publication I felt little objection : But, to 
the Moditication I submitted, with great reluc- 
tance, and merely from respect to, what I thea 
thought, superior judgment, and, at least, an 
equal zeal in the public cause. However, I. 
feel happy that I retained, in prints so much 
of the shadow of what I expressed, in substance^ 
from the pulpit, as will give a faint idea of 
what then were, now are, and, I presume^ ever 
will be, my opinions and feelings, on that 
important subject. The passage, as modified^ 
is as follows: 

*^ Sdly. Ye ought to extend your views of 
doing good beyond ihe narrow limits of party, 
or outward profession, in matters civil, or reli- 
gious^. The names of party often excite jealou- 
sies; and these,. again, are apt to resolve' the 
most generou:* actions into the worst designs. 
This is, particularly, the case with us, in time 
of w^ar. As our enemies are generally of the 

C 2 Popish 
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Popish religion, those of that deiiominatron^ 
among us, are apt to construe measures of 
public safety into private design, and attribute 
every armament to enmity against them. To 
remove such injurious suspicions is an object 
vrell deserving your attention, and your con- 
duct ought to shew, that ye have not taken up 
arms, for this or the other denomination, but 
for your country— that it is not your purpose 
to spread alarm, terror, or desolation, but t% 
check them in their wild career— that it is only 
against the enemies of your country, Hberty, 
and peace, be their religion what it may^ 
that your arms are pointed--^ and, that who-« 
ever is the friend of these^ is your friend^ aaA 
the object of your protection.'* 

^ During some years after this, little eccupiea 
(he public mind^. or employed the public 
tongue, except volunteering and volunteers. 
The system was now become universal, witli 
a very few exceptions. Many gentlemen of 
landed property, who, at first opposed, or 
barely tolerated, the measure ; and even some 
who seemed to dread the armament of the 
people, as much as they detested American 
independence, or, horror-struck, anticipated 
a French debarkation, assumed the uniform of 
tbeir country : some, as was supposed, merely 
to keep their tenantry under their own control 
and others, because volunteering was become 
fashionable. 
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Be thi^aaitmay, in tl>e year 1782, Ulster 
i^as so completely armed, that, at a review, ia 
Belfast, the number of patriotic soldiers M*a9 
deemed little ioferior to that of the ftpectators, 
capable of bearing arms. In a sham-fight, ou 
the day after this review, Robert Stewart now 
lord viscount Castlereagh, then only in his 
thirteenth year, commanded the light infantry 
of the Ards independents, of which his father 
was coloneL His company consisted, mostly* 
of boys, a few years older than himself. Tl^eir 
appearance attracted universal notice, and . 
es:ciie<l the most pleasing emotions, as it pro- 
mised a succession of patriot soldiers, under 
whose banners Ireland would recline in safety. 
The conduct of young Stewart did more. The 
manner, in which he conducted bis boyish 
band, through the variegated, and long-protrac- 
ted engagement, /jiisplayed such germs of spirit, 
and judgment, as excited admiration, extorted 
applause, and laid the foundation of th^t popu« 
laritf, wbieh he afterwards obtained. 

One circumstance, of which I was a witnesiJ, 
had a most powerful effect on the public 
feeling. Tl)e sham-fight was a representation 
of an approach to, and attack on, the town of 
Belfast. The Ardst independents, commanded by 
coL Stewart, now earl of Londonderry, formed 
the van of the invading army. By them the 
advanced guard of the defenders of their country j 

was 
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was completely defeated. In their fliglit, 
they left a small party, with one piece of can- 
non, on a rising ground, to cover their retreat. 
To drive in this party, and take possession of 
the cannon, the younger Robert and his boyish 
band was dispatched ; and the affair was so 
conducted on both sides, that som(? officers, 
who were present, declared that it bore the 
strongest resemblance to real action. That a 
great majority of our youthful heroes believed 
it to be such, I am fully convinced. Whca 
the defendants gave way, and abandoned their 
gun, young Stewart rushed forward in the 
ardor of his soul, grasped it in his arms, then 
Daounted its carriage, w^aved his cap, and, with 
tears of triumph, huzzaed to the main body, 
^nd called them to come on. 

Tliis circumstance had a most powerful efiect 
CFii the then ardent mind of the multitude 
prqsent; and their account of it excited high 
expectations of, and a warm attachment to, 
the rising Robert, through the whole county. 
Froni that day, many began to look forward 
to, and speak of him, as their future represen- 
tative. " If such be the boy, what may we 
inot expect of the man !'' was to be 'heard in,' 
almost every company ; and I own that my 
own expectations were as extravagant, and my 
attachment as enthusiastic, as those of any 

other man living. 

The 
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The continue*! effect, and importance, of 
this circumstance, were strongly marked in the 
year following. In that year, the first great 
contest for the representation of the county, 
took place, between the Hillsborough and 
Stewart family, or, as it was generally cousi- 
ilered, between the court and country interests. 
At the commencement of the election, the 
success of Mr. Stewart was confidently spoken 
of. His conduct in parliament, during the 
preceding seven years, had fully justified his 
patriotic professions, satisfied the expectations, 
and secured the support, of a numerous and 
powerful body in the county. Yet, even this 
well-earned popularity was weakened by a 
toadish coldness, and haughty distance of 
deportment, which disgusted and alienated 
many, who had been esteemed warm and steady- 
friends to the independence of the county. 
The consequence was, that the contest, at the 
end of five weeks, became doubtful; and, a 
few days afterwards, notwithstanding every 
exertion of Mr. Stewart's friends, his conduct 
rendered it desperate, by a dereliciion of Mr. 
Ward, with whom a junction had been formed 
and ratified, under the sanction of ihc'ir co^fimon 
friends, for the common support of the common 
cause. This dereliction degraded him in the 
estimation of his warmest advocates; and his 
subsequent conduct, in the house of commons, 
respecting a petition against the sheriff's vetuvvA^ 
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and the committee which presented it, reduced 
htm so low in the eyes of the county, that, I 
believe, ali thoughts of attempting to reinstate 
him were totally abandoned; Howerer, he 
aToided the disgrace of a public rejection, by 
taking shelter some time afterwards, under the 
shade of a peerage. » 

My attachment to, what I considered as the 
good of my country; and an attachment, 
scarcely subordinate, to the Stewart family, 
induced me to devote my time, my labor, and 
my purse, to their joint service, from beginning 
to end of this lon^ and expensive contest. And 
as I bad the honoi* of being a member of one of 
the committees^ by which it was conducted, 
every public measure, and public character, 
came under my observation. Among the lat« 
ter, that of the younger Robert Stewart already 
mentioned, was the most attractive and inter- 
esting. He w.as every where, with every body, 
and bis mild manners, unremitting attention, 
fascinating address, and manlike conversation, 
revived the impressions of the preceding year, 
and gave strength to the prejudices conceived 
in his favor. 

Among many instances of this which oc- 
curred, during the Section, I hope I shall be 
excused for the mention of one. A few days 
liefore Us clo:?e, 1 brought forward about fort/ 

freeholdersji 
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freeholders, whom I liad formerly engaged to 
wait for my call^ and of a description which 
would have done honor to any Country. They 
were all wealtTiy farmers, and remarkably well 
mounted; and^ as volunteering bad given them 
5ome idea of order^ I brought them in^ in Indiaa 
file, and, after proudly parading the town drew 
them up, two deep, before Mr. Stewart's lodg* 
ings. This was the unfortunate morning, though 
I did not then know it, on which Mr. J^tewart 
had a'bandoned Mr. Ward ; and with him, as 
some maliciously said afterwards, '^ honor and 
hnestjfy* the nK)tto of their junction. Ere my 
arrival,, the sheriff and his deputy had been 
some time in court, and Mr. Stewart could not 
make up his first tally. On seeing me, there- 
fore, the expressions of joy were considerable. 
The young Robert rushed into the street, and, 
throwing his arms round my horse*s neck> 
exclaimed: ** O. Mr. Dickson, are «// these for 
nay father r" " Yes, my dear boy," said I. On 
this, he darted into the house, and, in an instant, 
returned, crying : /^ See ! See ! father ! See 
what Mr. Dickson has brought ! I would rather 
be at the head of such a yeomanry, than be the 
first lord ever a king created." The multitude, 
who crowded the street around us, seemed de- 
lighted with his spirit, and my corps was np| 
less $0 with his comptiment. Their language to 
each other was ; •* this is our noble young cap- 
tain-— he's a sweet boy— /ic7/ be gur man y^t, 

if he lives/* 

D d}H|ng 
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During the succeeding seven years, which 
were devoted to bis education, his popularity 
tiot only ' continued, but encreased: and that 
Jie justly deserved it, I can personally testify, 
as the greater part of that time he spent in my 
neighbourhood, and almost under my eye. He 
was then the pupil of Mr. Sturrock, Chancellor 
of Portaferry, now Dr. Sturruck^ Archdeacon 
of Armagh — a nian, whose sweetness of temper, 
gentleness of manners, and correctness of morals, 
were as well calculated to conciliate the heart 
to virtue, as his judgment, taste, and literary 
attainments were to enrich the understanding 
with the principles of knowledge. Under the 
Doctor's tuition, his pupil's attention was unre- 
mitting, and his progress rapid. The knowledge 
of this being circulated,, added to his reputation, 
and the hopes of his friends : and his going to 
the university under th^ auspices of the late 
Lord Camden, whose memory will ever be re- 
vered by the real friends, of the British empire, 
and of liberty; the full benefit of his Lord- 
ship's instructions and example ; with the addi- 
tional advantage of prosecuting his studies, 
under the special tuition of the celebrated Dr. 
Watson ; led to the belief that he would enter 
upon the theatre of public life, not only as a 
profound scholar, but an accomplished states- 
man^ a zealous friend to civil and religious 
libertv, and an honest advocate for the inde- 

pendence 
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pendence of the Irish legislature, and a radical 
reform in the representation of the Irish peo- 
ple.* 

This belief was more than confirmed, if pos- 
sible, on his first appearance in the county, 
previous to his election, in 1790. On his canvass, 
he was received, with marked cordiality, and 
expressive joy ; and tiiese were kindled into 
enthusiasm, by his strong expressions of attach* 
ment to the liberty of his country, of ardor for 
reform, amd solemn declarations that, if returned 
to parliament, he would use all his efforts to. 
obtain it.— Nay, as some averred, by expressions 
of patriotism much stronger. 

The effect of such addresses, added to his 
former popularity, in such a county as Down 
then was, may be easily conceived. In fact, it 
was such, that, I am fully, convinced, had the 

P 2 freeholders 

* White Mr. R. Steward wis with Mr. Sturrbck, an iocident . 
occurred^ which I would not dare to recite « hatd it not been 
published at the tiioe, and sopported by a cloud of witnesses 
equally numerpus and respectable. These coosisied of the late 
Lord Camden^ the late Dr. Haliday of Belfast, Dr. Stunockj 
Mr. CJelandj the Household at Mount Stewart, the Rosemount 
hm\y, and all the surrounding neighbours. The personal 
frieiMl8hip> (determined fortitude, calm composure, and patient 
perseverance^ e;chibitedy placed the youth far above the frienrls 
Bovel, and the heroes of romance. In hope of procuring the 
original publication in the Belfast paper, before this Narrative 
iball be firinted off, I shall re8erve every thii^g fai'ther» on iix^ft 
^^ect^ tor aa Appeadq^ : See No. U 
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freeholders been left to an iinbiassed choice, 
nine tenths of ttieif number would have voted iu 
his fkvor. 

The contrary, however, was the caseu His 
popularity was met by an opposition as formi- 
dable as power, interest, or personal favor, 
could excite. The influence of the government, 
thro' its dependents and expectants ; that of a 
peer of the first property in the countj^ ; amiable 
in private character ; uqriyalled as a landlord ; 
who had brought under obligations a great pro- 
portion of the gentlemen of smaller fortune, by 
providing for their sons, in the army, navy, 
revenue, and church; to whom many others 
looked up for preferment; and, who had two 
borough^ at his disposal; with all their depen- 
dents and de-dependents were marshalled against < 
him, 

To meet, and counteract, this opposition, 
every friend to the youthful candidate, and the 
cause to which he had pledged himself, set out 
to canvass in his. favor. In the enthusiasm of 
the day, my mind was not indifferent, nor my 
exertions withholden. For several weeks, pre- 
vious to the election, and the three months,, 
during which it continued, I was on horseback, 
almost every day ; and seldom left in my own 
bouse, at night. In fact, I rode one horse, 
nearly to death, reduced another to half his 

valQe» 
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Talue, and expended above 501, part of which I 
was obliged to borrow : Nor can I now say, 
wliether I was iqost actuated by affectionate 
esteem for the youthful candidate, confidence 
in his professions, or zeal for the interests of my 
country, in my quixotical excursions. Under 
the joint influence of the whole, Icanvassefl, far 
and. wide, regai^dlesa of interest, influence, and 
connexions ; and succeeded so far as to provoke 
soroe.of my be^t friends, by voting tlieir tenants, 
for Mr. Stewart, contrary to tlieir orders, and^ 
in their presence. Of that success, whatever- 
it was, L* was proud,. at the time: tho*, God 
knows^ frequently, have 1 regretted it, since, in 
the bitterness of my heart, not only on account 
of my cojimtry, but real pity for the then suc- 
cessful candidate Even now, I cannot repres$^ 
the thought that, had.he been happily rejected, • 
on that occasion, lie would never have reached ' 
that pinuftcje from which he hath fallen, at least 
unpitied-^thajt. Ireland would yet have been the 
independent, proud, powerful, and affectionate 
sister of Britain— her Presbyterian church un- 
fettered, and its extension unchecked.* 

Be 

^' Of my success on that occasion, lord C. rttained a much 
btgher opinion than I ever expressed^ if a judgment may be 
formed from the following anecdote. A short time after inv 
arrest, a. particular friend of mine, alarmed by the dreadlbl 
reports industriously and artfully circulated of my crimioality 
and consequent danger, asked his lordship^ •* what was to be 
done with me ?'' His aosiver was^ << I do not know. Every 
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tion. Iti these cfd^nvePseltioM, I ailways took A 
•flecided panf^t, as it was well known, frolftHife 
year 1778, thsit parriamenftaiy reform, and 
CatthoKc emancipation^ -witfioift w^hichrefefm 
was only an empty name, were dbjects near 
and dear to my hearty Nay in all conver-^ 
nations of tlie kind, for some years after- 
wards, 1 used all my powers, and infliience to 
elucidate the principles, prove the necessity 
and diffuse the spirit, of union, with a view to 
attain them ; and this I did, in the ful) convic- 
tion, not only, that I was laboring to insure, the 
security of his Majesty's throne, and inde* 
pendence of Ireland,, but discharging a most 
important, moral and religious duty, In these 
efforts, I felt a flattering encouragement from 
the resolutions, &c. with which the public pa- 
pers teemed in the Spring of 1792 : and the 
enthusiasm, with which aU ranks looked -for- 
ward, in the beginning of that summer^ to the 
volunteer reviews, and the celebration pf the 
French Revolution, tempted me to hope that 
government would see the wisdom, and feel the 
neces:3ity, of conceding the-measures, in ques* 
tionj to the public will. 

This hope, as far as it related to Catholic 
Emancipation, was M)on checked by an artful 
manoeuvre. This was the holding up a prospect 
of concession, not " total and inimediate," but 
** .gradual and progressire." The reasons as- 
signed 
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signed for. this delusive measare were, the pro* 
found igporauce of the Catholics, and coase* 
<pient incapacity, not only of enjoying, but 
bearing liberty. These reasons, or rather shdme- 
less pretexts y though equally ufifounded, insulting^ 
aud btasphemoiis, imposed on a few, and gave 
others an excuse for opposing the public will, 
and public wish. 

To my astonishment, this delusion operated 
on a small party, in the enlightened and liberal 
town of Belfast; and ^displayed itself on the 
14th. of July, after a public review. . In a dis- 
cussion, before the great volunteer body, there 
assembled, gradual emancipation was introduced^ 
and pleaded for, on the ground of Catholic ig- 
norauce and incapacity ; and the language,, in 
which the impolicy, danger, and folly of total 
and immediate enfranchisement was expressed, 
excited disgust and indignation in the minds of 
the people. Several gentlemen ably rejected, 
and warmly reprobated, tlie assertions made^ 
and sentiments expressed, by the promoter of 
opposition to the general sense of the assembly ^ 
and, latterly, something too warm seemed to 
pervade it, of which I feared the increase and 
tlie consequences. Under the influence of this 
fear, ^lid in hope of checking the heat of debate, 
I reluctantly yielded to the impulse of address- 
ing the meeting : and, as argument was unne- 
cessaiy,, wher^ there was nothing like argumeiat 

£ tQ 
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to answer, after what had fallen from other 
gentlemen, I only hung a few rags of ridicule 
on the step-ladder of ** gradual emancipation," 
which were eagerly laid hold of, and, in the 
heat of imagination, formed into a mantle, under 
which Mrs. " Time to Time" looked so silly, 
that her God-fathers were ashamed of, and aban- 
doned her. In consequence. Lady '* Total and 
Immediate" was unanimously adopted, em- 
braced, and cheered. 

• 
From the publications in the Irish paper<;, 

and the multitudes, from all the neighbouring 
counties, who were present, on this occasion, 
the decision of the day was proclaimed far and 
ivide, and, every where approved of. And as 
a number of gentlemen, from Dublin, warm 
friends of reform, and of their country, attended 
the meeting, it was soon known in the metro- 
polis, by all ranks of people, and celebrated 
with rapture. New life, strength, and activity, 
were infused into the friends of union. The 
public papers teemed with resolutions, in its 
favor, from every town, every village, and every 
voluntew association, in Ulster, so as scarcely 
to leave room for the toasts, wet oV rfry, of the 
demi-patriotic societies, denominated " Whig 
Clubs,*' which embraced a great portion of the 
nobility, and landed property, of the province. 

Towards 
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Towards the end of the year, the idea of 
parish and county meetings was started, and 
eagerly pursued, till it led to a proviixeial con-* 
vention, at Dungannon, February 13th. 179S. 
The object of these meetings was so clearly 
expressed, in the language of the county of 
IXfwn, January 21st. and of the Dungannou 
meeting, February 15th. 1793, that it caa 
neither be misunderstood, nor misrepresented^ 
while words are allowed to have any meaning, 
or those, who use them, to possess commoa 
sense. This object wa9» that, *^ by free and 
general coipmunication, the provincial will, 
regulated by the wisdom of the province, may 
be concentrated in a point, from which it may 
be directed to the other provinces of the king- 
dom, and flow, with clearness,' harmony, and 
strength, into the houses of parliament, and 
presence of Majesty;" *^ in order that a com* 
plete and radical reform may be speedily efTec* 

taated.'* 

• 
That, with a view to this reform, I used every 

exertion, of which I was capable, both in public 

and private, to convince ^il, with whom I wasi 

conversant, of its nece^ity to restore our para;*'' 

lysed constitution, conciliate the public mind, 

and establish his Majesty's throne in the afTec*! 

tions of the people; and of the equal necessity 

of ujiion, among Irishmen, in order to obtain, 

perhaps, I might say, <xtart |t» from the faction 

E 2 of 
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of th^iiay, I need not attempt to deny* Were 
I so Weak as to do so, the public thanki^ of my 
congregation, which ejtibraCcd the Presbyterians 
df half a barony^ and my own publication of 
part of wfiat I preached, as llie politics of the 
bible, oh days ^et apart, by proclamation, for 
praying the politics of tjie existing ministry, 
would shameTully confute me.* Sesides, as I was, 
by particular desire, as well ^s public appoirit- 
iherit, presieint at and took a decided part in all 
the meetings of the county' of t)oW^n, previous to 
^e Dungatinon coi^veritioo. Meetings, unpre- 
cedented in num]t>ers, ^ncl embracing the rank 
and property of the county — and, afterwards, 
at the D'unganhon. convention, as a delegateTor 
the Barony of Ards. As J had no inconsider- 

ahle 

^ At ttiis time^ erery art was uHed^ and every power -excrteci^^ 
bjr the eneaiieiv of emancip^tjpQ, to fedlu(f) and intimidate my 
congregation^ and not without a partial success. Many familijep 
withdrew from my Ministry, for a season; and, an attempt was 
made to hafe a new meetjng-bous^ erected, for their accom- 
modation. Tbc»e tilings only enlivened my sense of duty, 
ixA roused me to encreased exerti6n. To public addresses 
fiom'the pttlpit, I added local yitkations of the dtstricU into 
which iny parish was divided^ aad «ven domiciliary calU apoo 
the iUcffecitd. Thank God, ,my eflforts ^cceeded. The 
wanderers rye^urned to mv fold, and, in the gratitude of their 
lieam^ puBlished the address of thatiks, to whic^ I have alluded. 
Bat, strange to Uli, these things reached 'the eye, or ear, of 
the noted si^^R. MasgraVe, uhe has presented them to the 
irocM* with bts'vml cpiouriog oi^n^aUgm'ty and falsehood, in 
ills medley of misrepresentations.'^^, B. A specimen of the 
sermons, as|tubliihcd in 1793, b subjoined to this Narrative. 
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able ;share in pre[Htring, and modiryirig, Hnb 

resolutibns of both, ^nd fully expressckl mf 
ideas, in the disciission of the whole-^and M 

these tesotutioris were extensively ptiblii^^hed-*- 

«ny pditi^I cre^d/ sentiments, and vielirs, totAA 

not be unkridwii, either to the people, or gfy- 

Ternrnent, of Ireland. I tay, " government,^ 

asto Duh^nnon in partienhr, as^ I beliere^ 

it is well khbvtrh that it, not only, had eyes, 

peh^, and tongues, these, M watch, record^ 

and report, all that passed ; but a friend, in the 

disguise of a delegate, to offer the people of 

Ulster t frothy collation of whip-sillabnb, gar* 

nished with a few faded fltewers of oratory, 

instead *of that sobstaniial breed of reform, so 

necessary to' restore the Irish- constitation, and 

which the iroice of Itishmen so eagerly called 

for. 



I / 



The liberality, wisdom, and moderation, 4f 
iht DnnghriiKm resolutions had very great, ajfyd 
opposite ^eff&Cts, on the got^rnment and people. 
With the people, all was hope and confidences, 
that paf4iament, pledged' as it was by pratmst, 
would lake up the question of reform, and 
wisely concede something conciliatory. Tt«s 
season, howerer; was of short duration. 60- 
vernment wefe alarmed, or pretended to be M ; 
and> in their alarms, whether real or preten^^, 
gave themselves up to madness, instead*of pv6<- 
fiting by the Itesons of wi^om, and iraitatiilg 

the 
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the moderation and liberality of a loyal people ^ 
Jlence/ a series of acts of parliament, which 
Allowed each other, with hasty pace, and voice 
.terrific, extinguished hope, revived ^arni, ai^d 
excited a mixed feeling of sorrow^ indignation, 
and horror. And indignation nearly kindled 
into rage» on the apostacy of a majority of the 
delegates, who had appeared at Dungaqnop, 
a& the^ zealous friends of a parliamentary reform^ 
which would embrace all religious denomina- 
tions : and enemies, equally zealous, to a war 
with France ; a war which they had reprobated, 
and the British empire has, long sincej pro- 
nounced " accursed." • The concurrence of the 
same apostates, afterward, in proclaiming the 
Northern counties, out of the king's peace, 
without cause, or provocation, except in the 
case of one county, and a few small districts 
on its borders^, so completely exasperated the 
yeople, that disturbances would certainly have 
then taken place, had it not been for the exer« 
tions of those very persons, whom the agitating 
proclaimants afterwards devoted to ruin, perhaps 
far these verif exertioni^ During the years 1795 
and 6> when public provocations did not suc- 
ceed, private emisss^ries were sent abroad to cir- 
culate alarms, and provoke jealousies. In my 
neighbourhood, it was not uncommon to see 
the lower Presbyterians on one day, and the 
Catholics on another, running from house to 
house, undejc the alarm that a massacre was to 

take 
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take place on the succeeding night, and that 
their neighbours, with whom they had lived in 
peace and friendship, were to be the perpetra- 
tors. These alarms, and alarmists, I encoun- 
tered and exposed ; and, happily, with success. 
The effect, however, as to myself, was only 
charges of sedition, and threats of vengeance,^ 
as opportunity of executing them did not then 
occur. 

In October 1 796, an attack was made on my 
congregation, in which it was confidently ex- 
pected that I must fall.' On the information, as 
was said, of one Carr^ a poor weaver, a few of 
my hearers of great respectability, and, with 
some of whoiJi, I lived in habits of the closest 
intimacy, virere made prisoners, by Col. Savage, 
of Portaferry, Lord Castlereagh, and some 
other gentlemen of the neighbourhood, and 
brought in custody to Portaferry-house, where 
they were copfined for a night, and, on the 
day following, transmitted to Downpatrick. 
At the same tim6 Carr was sent off to Dublin, 
lodged in Kilmainham, and, for a season com* 
fortably supported : nor were his wife and chil- 
dren in the country, unprovided for. His infor- 
mation was confidently depended on, as suffi- 
cient to convict all to whom it extended, and 
strong hopes were entertained that he might be 
induced to implicate me. This circumstance 
was communicated to a friend of mine, by an 

officer 
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officer of the-North York Fencibles ; andy beiog 
whispered about, I was warmly solicited to take 
the benefit of a proclamation, which had been 
formerly issued^ or to leave the country. Con- 
scious that truth could not charge me, with 
word or action, which could expose meio pro- 
secution, I refused to do either. On the con- 
trary, . I visited my hearers, confined in Down, 
every week, until the end of December, which 
added fresh fuel to the flame which was to 
QOBsume me. 

■ • . • 
Luckily, for my friends, in confinement, 1 

was tempted to makq a trip to £>ub]in at that 
time. While there, I frequently visited a num- 
Ijer of gentlemen, from Belfast, then prisoners 
in Kilmainham., On one of these visits, I was 
told of Carr, that he was in solitary confinement, 
precluded from all intercourse with those in the 
goal— that he was frequently visited by jiebple 
from the castle, and then treated with great 
456 verity, because his information J^U short qf his 
promiseS'^AXi^i he was sometimes nearly distrac- 
ted, from a sense of guilt, and the distress of 
his wife and children, whom his seducers had 
then abandoned— and, that hecoujd not prose* 
cnte, to conviction, one of the persons against 
whom he had sworn. 

On my asking how this could be ascertained, 
I'was told that I might hear it all from his owa 

lip^. 
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lips, if I chose, and my own character also» 
before I left the gaol. I need not say, that I 
embraced the opportim^yty with aVMity, and 
begge£ tihlait I might be gratiiiisd. One of the 
pHsoners ^immediately went Out, and, relur'ning 
in a ferw^ taiiniiCes, told me that i\ii 3'ard was 
deapJ Having Heceived my instrQCtion« to keep 
el^si^by tile wall, I, aqd two x»f ibe prisoners, 
"veot but into the yiard. One of them took n 
lijdl,'aQd, after rariouB attempts, saoeeeded in 
thj'owihg it, through an. t>pen window, into an 
upper room. A man came to the wiiKlo^, 
returned the ball, and enqtiired whMWas walited. 
Something was mentioqed, respiting hittnself, 
iHiich led him tO «t detail of all he bad done, 
and all he had suffered. The detail was melan- 
choly atid infieimoua. It confirmed every thing 
toMjiHe,: and drscovered vastly iinbre. On my 
iiaKtebein<g mentioned, he gav« me a most 
excellent character — perhaps, better than I de- 
served— Kleclared that he had never seen me, nor 
•even heard of fhy being seen, in any society of 
junited Irishmen, though every body believed that 
I was <?/ie-^that he had been frequently ques- 
tion^ about me, both in the North, and in 
Dubfin — and, that the most tempting offers 
were made to him, if he would give information 
against me. Ou being pressed, in respect to 

F these 
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these offers, he declared that a tlumsand pounds^ 
'Was to be fits reward, oftTny convzciian,*' 

. • ■. . ; 

• I 

i , Popsessied of thi^inibmiatipn^ my 'mind was 
.easy in regpect to my friend* confined in I>own5 
and, I o'Pn, I feH: some, satisfaction iti the 
.ibougbt, that^ should they bft broogiht td trial, 
/at the Spring assizes, I would have^ it in my 
,power to exipose their, persecutors, through ihe 
very pe^sot^, on •w4>oseinfbrination .their *coiy- 
Tiction waa thought rcertain^^ and my own'BOit 
(i^ipossible* However, they wiek^e not: brouglit 
^t€^:(rialy and I waS: dinappointed. The prisoner, 
in. Kilmainbam^ kiiQ^wing^Abat Carr .was>.to : be 
,bi:oiMght /tQ Down, tio proseoutci informed inni, 
frptn tbeiy^fd :as befoj^e:, that his evidence wofild 
be rebutted, 1 m^h himself '^xpiteed tto> prosecution, 
as I had ovti^yda^rd all. Ihis di^qlarations to them, 
^in the mopth of Janiuftryi> »How«yec,.;he.wa$ 
:brpugbt.down^ under a. guard ; 'but,^ whenrbe 
. ■ '• r !i • '* .,-«—.,-.. . saw 

* Aboat this time^ as well as formerly, I was freqaently 
'c&uticmed to be o» my gudrd^ as I was, i\ot only siricily watched, 
'but' in danger of peisonal violence. The foundation of these 
- cauttQos was, iti some measure, cofisblidated by anonynious 
.papers, some of which were found, on the mornings, of Sunday^ 
in our meeting-house yard, and others 'in that of the CatholiG 
chapel. A cdpy of one of these, which not only justifies the 
suiipicion on wHich these cautions were founded, but points out 
|he cadse of inritations^ ivill appear in the sequel of this Narra- 
»iive. j Besides these communH:ations, I liad several private 
letters, breathing threats, and denouncing me as more pestiferous 
than an atoxved Papist. 
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saw me in Dotv-p^ he sfagged^ and, i^nCortunately 
for me, a^ssigned his' reasons. Hence, resent- 
ment a^inst me was increased; and the pri- 
soners were hpldea over juntil the Summer as- 
|i?e$. 

Daring' tHat Summer, the spirit of reforni 
was ardent and general as ever, and meetings 
calied, in tnany counties. ♦ At a numerous 
meeting of gentlemen, in the county of Down» 
a cajl of tl^e free-holdecs was unanirpously agreed 
to, and advertised; but, beforie the day ap- 
pointed, those of the king's county were dis- 
persed by the military, and q. meeting of the 
county of Kil dare prevented by threats. This 
being known, the gentlemen of Down prevented 
a county meeting, by another advertisement, 
lest distiirba^nces should arise* were niil|tary to 
interfere; but, to convince the people that they 
ha(} not abandoned then), or their cause, they 
agreed to meet, at Ballynahinch, on the day 
previously appointed for a county meeting, 
and publish such a declaration and resolutions^ 
as should there be approved of. The wisdooi 
of tjiis measure was justified by the even^ 9l9 
the military were ordered to Down, and the last 
of a large body from Blaris Gamp, had passed 
through Ballynahinch, only a few hours before 
the gentlemen met there, of whom I had the 
honor, as usual, to be called as one* 

F 2 The 
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The resolutions unanimously pa^d> at that 
meeting, fully satisfied the public mind, and 
the two lasty^as I am convinced they spoke 
truth, should have satisfied govern nieilt, as to 
the great object of public desi re. These declared 
that reform alone was sought for ;" and 
that, if any such reform, aa had been broijight 
*' into parliament,, by Air. Geprge Ponsonbrf^ 
yras granted, the publk mind woi^ld. be qiiUt^ 
contents andhaffiy.'' 

■ 

At all these meetings I was present, and, as 
formerly, took an active part, and expressed my 
opinions and sentiments, fully and explicitly, so 
that all my ideas and views, at this time, were 
as well known to every gentleman in the qbunty, 
'as they had been in the years 1792 and 1793.* 

Previous to the summer assizes, it was^ under- 
stood that my fi-iends, in goal, woiild, not only 
be tried, but prosecuted with keenness ; and 

whispers 

* For severa) month!;* previous to^be last of these ipfeetings, 
I had« not only the most unreserved and confidential intercourse 
■With sevieral gentlemen of the fii-st respectability in the county, 
and the most active in public concerns, in respect to its object; 
bot^ at iheir desire, as well as for noy own satisi'aotion^ an inti- 
inate correspondence whh some eminent; lawyers, on ih^ subject* 
One. of these was a member of parliament, intimately connected 
with the few senatorial friends of emancipating reform, and 
second to none, in constitutional loyalty, abilities, eloquence, 
and undeviating politicial integrity. ■ , ' 

For a specimen of this correipondence, see Appendix, No. 2, 
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\«fhispers were circuited that particular lists of 
jurors were in. preparation for the sheriff. Under 
these imprc^ssions^ I went to down, the day 
previous, to their commencement, to procure 
what information I could, consult with the 
prisoners, and, convinced as I was of their 
innocence, render them what assistance might 
be in my power. On the evening of roy arrival^ 
my success,, in point of information^ far exs- 
ceeded, even, piy hopes* I learned, froa> uur 
doubted authority, that the capital convictio9 
of my immediate connexions was despaired of ; 
tut that, m all probability, their trials woul4 
be again put off, on some pretext or other, ia 
order to prolong their confinement, and aggra*- 
vate the distress of themselves and families. 

With this information I went to the goal ; and 
havitlg communicated it to the prisoners, advised 
them to instruct their counsel, to demand trial, 
or liberation, as they had been so long confined 
'without any c/iarge brought against theniy to the 
great injury of their health, distress of their 
families, and riiin of their circumstances. To 
this they instantly acceded, and requested n»e 
to communicate their wish to counsellors Curra a 
and Sampson, and enjoiii them to be guided by 
it. This I did, early next morning ; in conse- 
quence of which counsellor Curran immedi^teiy 
waited on the attorney general, and demanded 
the trial, or liberation, of the five prisoners 
^ ' from 
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from. Portaferry, but received no answer. Oa 
this, I requested hi tn to repeat Kis application, 
the day followins:, which he did^ to no better 
purpose. On the third day, he did the same, 
tbo' with reluctance; but,' oh his return, told 
me, that he had some hope pf good, as the attor- 
ney general seemed surprised iand agitated by 
the repetition and peremp'torineSs of his demand, 
which' was then ipade for upward^ of thirty 
prisoners, who had determined tp follow the 
ttample of the otlier five.' - That couiisellor 
Curran was not mistaken, respecting the'^ffecj; 
pi h?$ last application to the attorney general, 
nvas rendered probable, by his (the attorney gene- 
ral) being in conclave with the judges, fpr two 
pr three hours afterwards, and the consequent 
jclispatch of an express, supposed to be for Dub- 
lin, which returned in about fprty eight hour^ 

■—by thejudgesnotcoming into court, tilltwelve 
p^clock, tho* nptice had been given, the day 
before, that they would enter on crovvn-bu<^inesi?, 
at nine, or ten — and, by their proclamatiion^ on 
taking their seats, that persons, in the neigh- 
bourhood, sumnipned to attend as witnesses oi^ 
trials for treasonable practices, might go home 
to their harvests^ till Friday, ^s np business, of 
the kind, would be brought forward befpre that 
day. On that day, the express returned; soon 
after which the attorney general asked Mr. Cur- 
Van, if his clients, on being liberated, would 
enter into recognizance to keep the peace, for 

a givea 
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a given ti^.^- • As he cpuld not answer.: this 
question, .w,i.thaut pqnsuUing; them, he jind I kfl 
the court, for that pur po§)^., Ho.wi^v^r, all that 
could be affected was their consent to enter inta 
personal recognizance for their appearance, 
wtnea ciilled on> This, being reported to 'the 
attorney general, were accepted with eagerness, 
and the. whole iv>ere turped out, on the day- M* 
lowing. And, as. their. liberatiofjl' wats;- pr ihci- 
j)ally, .attributed to ray iitterm^ddiing, th^ 
reseajtment of their prosecutors arose almost to 
niadQ^9&: Iti justice ta the gentlemen of the 
country, I add| that few|)rode€ations werecoh* 
ducted, witheagerness, except where outrages 
were commiUed,^.. which justly deserved the ven* 
geance of the.law^ and, among these few, that 
of the pepple frooifiBy neighbourhood was con- 
spicudus«> The quarter, from which this pro- 
ceeded, was isuspected, from the ;(eal andacti?ity 
of the Rer. Joha:CIeland, who hadbeen private 
tutor jto lord Castlereagh,; aiid then was vicar of, 
Newtown Ards, and agent to earl of London-* 
derry. This zeal was obvious, both at the Sprin j 
and Summer* assizes^; and presumptions wexft' 
so strong, of his Having returned packed panneu 
to the sheriff, that the array was twice challen* 
ged, on' that account. That he niade retuftn^ 
was not denied, so far as I recollect, but ihe 
triers determined that they were not partial: 
That my persecution proceeded from the same 
quarter I wa; tempted to believe, for reasons ta 



\ 
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be iiibtiliicmea aFtefwiards, ad Well as frotta what 
I hav^ Already wrilten; an(i> from Which thb 
Imblicm^yjtidge, whetbet i»r tio> toy belief wa« 
urell founded. 

Thus far, I have detailed every pdrl, wMch 

I can possibly rfecollect,. of my public condtict, 

from my first interference in the poUticiai cotrcerns 

of my country. In this detail, I have Inei their 

concealed^ nor attempted to palliate^ either dct,. 

or motive. I have even related mx)]^e that) vftj 

enemies knew> or all their band of inlbrma>nts 

could communicate, that the piiblit miy b^ 

enabled to view my character, in ail ite4>earing%, 

and in every light; and form an impartial jifdg- 

ment of my iberits, and demerits, as a itiember 

of the state. And I have paused here, beeau^ 

1 can prove that, prtE^ocis to this period, thy 

arrest was frequently in contemplation, whtcli 

implied that^ some parts of that conduct, we^ 

politically criminal, or, at least, deemibd so to 

be** 

That my conduct, from the Summer ^^sizes^ 
I'ZdTf until the time of my arrest, may be 
known, as well as that of the period, which I 
baive detailed, I shall now recount every cir- 

cbmslance 

* Tor the rea^ns of my mentioning the family' of Stewtrv 
«» fr^ueutly, and, io sume measare, embodying u part of thei 
f^litical kistory with my omi ; see appendiX| >^o% S* 
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cinnstaiKe of it aIso> so far as would clakn any 
public notice> or be supposed to upplicate me 
ki crime. 

During the latter end of 1797, and Spring of 

1798, I passed unnoticed^ being mostly ^Qnlined 

ty bilious attacks, frequently accompanied witk 

fever. Early in March, I set out for Scotland^ 

to visit an uncle of Mrs. Dickson, who, as I was 

informed' by express, was dangerously ill. His 

death) and the unsettled state iq which he left ' 

his affairs, d^staiiied me there, till th/e month of 

April. On my return, my servant, who brought 

my luggage from Donaghadee, wa« stopped in 

the street of Portaferry, and carriefl to the 

l^uard^house. There, every tl^ng was scriitinized 

with a minuteniess^ whi.ch excited .the ridicula 

of tlv5 OjQicers, who were obliged to py^rform the 

ta^k. After every thing, in wHiph dangerAUB 

coDcealments seemed likely to be contained, 

Ufastos^edf shaken, an4 turned outside ifi, to 

no purpose, a large tpb^cp-box, which had 

formerly belonged to a sea-captain^ ^ud which 

I had brQught from Scotland, as a curiosity^ 

ynu eagerly laid hold of As thi$ box» supposed 

tg |)e fraught with more evils than that of 

Faudora, was of steel> and bad lain by, time 

immemorial, it was so rysted that ti^e inquisitors 

^uld uQt force it ppen. lu their hurry, they 

Wrl<)e^ed the cause of its phslinacy^ and, 

^^ibuting it to a concealed spring, were aboal; 

' G to 
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to demolisii it, til! captain Marshall; hereatler 
to be mentioned ! having pointied out their error, 
saved it from destruction. The cause of ftll 
this wa,5 a first sijr^iise, and, afterwards, an 
assertion, that my visit to a dying friend, in 
Scotland, was only, a pretext, while sny real 
business was io form ^ and promote, united societies 
iherCy and a correspondence^ bettoeen them and 
those of this country. This being taken for 
granted, it might be naturally supposed that 
itay common documents were concealed in my 
luggage, and my diploma in my tbbacc9*box. 

Tho' my bilious complaints were nearty 
removed, by sea-sickness, change of ^ir, and 
exercise, daritig my excuFsioti, yet the symp- 
toms relui^ned sooa afterwards ; and I was 
advised, by a medical friend^ notr to resume my 
ttisiual sedentary life, but to take exercise on 
hGfrseback daily, and drink the Bally nabinch 
Waters. The former- part of this a ivice I imme- 
jdiaftely a<}opled ; and, as the saeramcn4:^ofl the 
{Lor<]ls supper was. administered, in the month of 
May, not only in my congregation, but in 
others, where 1 assisted, the riding from pla(ce 
toplatie, and the servicies which I had to perforni, 
afforded' exercise in abundance; but, at the 
same tinie, |jii»evented n^going toBallynahinch, 
as goon as I wished. In the third anrf founti 
week of May, I spent several days in NewtowA 
Ards, on sacramental duty 5 during, wly^^** I 

rode 
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rode twice into Belfast, and returned, oh the 
morniag feUowing. As, about this time, the 
king's troops and insurgents had frequent 
engagements,, in the counties of Wicklow and 
Wexford, the public mind was very much' 
agitated, and the public earoccupiedj by rumors^ 
often as inconsistent and unfounded, as* theyt 
were numerous and alarming. lu' Belfast, I had 
not only an opportunity of reading those con- 
tained in the public papers, but of hearing sucht 
as were communicated by private letters, or 
wafted by the breath of popular fame. Thesd 
r^orts, Ifreely, and, as far as I could, correctly? 
mentioned, in company, on my return to the 
house of Mr. Sinclair,' Presbyterian minister, at 
Newtown Ards; not passing, >vithout remarks, 
tbeextravagance of some, and the glaring incon- 
sistency of others. Among these, I mentioned 
one, viz. " that a party of the black horse had 
gpneover to the insurgents ;'* which, by the bye, 
was con (idently asserted, and generally believed, 
for several days. The cause of my now recol- 
lecting tlws, more correctly than others, will 
soon appear, and, at the same time, shew, how 
eagerly: cause of crimination against me was 
hunted for, and, on what slight pretences I might 
expect to be laid hold of. 

Oa Tuesday morning, May 99th. I left Mr. 
Sinclair's w4th a view to spend the day atCraw- 
ford's-burn, the seat of John Crawford Esq. 

Q^ and 
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and ride thence, to Belfast, in the eventhg^ 
However meeting some gentlemen, on their way 
to Belfast, who told me that major Crawford 
was not at home, I accompanied t^jem thither. 
Next day, I rode out lo Ballygown house, th^ 
seat of Robert Rollo Reid Esq. where I spent 
theafternoon and nighty that I might be conve- 
Riientto Saintfield fair, in which I intended to 
buy a horse, next day. On Thursday, I paraded 
the fair, for several hours, and in the most 
public manner^ but did not find a horse, such a» 
I wished for. On mentioning my disappoint- 
ment, to some gentlemen present, one of them 
aaid, that he knew a horse, such as I 1:^ des- 
cribed and that the {»oprietor wished to dispose 
pf him, but that neither he nor the horse was in 
the fair. . On learning that captain George 
Sinclair, of Belfast was the own^r, I expressed 
a wish to have the horse sent to town, as I was 
obliged to be there, o» tlie following morning. 
On this> a gentleman, having looked around 
shouted, ** M'Ginm'* M'Ginn immediately 
came forward, and being requested to call at 
captain Sinclair's, and order his servant to take 
the grey horse to town, next moraing, as there 
would be a gentleman there to buy him, pro- 
mised that be would. 

This being settled, the day far spent, and my 
appetite keen, I went to, what was called the 
best Jnn, (I believe^ Elliot's) to get some refresh- 

L ment. 
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went. From the hurry and confusion of the 
place, I could not get a morsel, with any 
comfort. On this disappointment, I called at 
the house of a David Shaw, where I got some 
excellent cold beef, drank one tumbler of punchy 
and inraiediately left town, with an intention of 
returning to Belfast, without having entered a 
house in Saintfield, except the Inn, as above 
mentioned, and that of David Shaw ; or spoken 
to an individual, except in the public )air'* 

These circinnstances, tho* seemirrgly triviaf, 
will afterwards appear of some importance, from 
their relation to McGinn, as the message 
about the horse, is transformed, by John 
Hughes, into a message to him, then in Belfast^ 
relative to my intended removal to Ballynahinch. 

I mention 

* I have mentioned th« two nighti, spent witk Mr. Hied, as 
tbey were the fifih and sixth before my arrest, for seTeral rea- 
sons. 1st. he had been my pupil, from his seventh to the end 
of his tenth year. ^dly. in consequence of this I had lived m 
perfect confidence with him whenever wc met. 3dly. from 
these circumslances, I might be supposed to have unbosomed 
myself, to him, respecting my military command, &.c. &c. 
especially, as fame had conferred on him the rank of Colonel. 
4thly. on the latter of these evenings, he expressed great aiil^a- 
»ness, fi'om the apprehension that Mr, C/eland would czW, 
Hhile I was with bim. And 5thly. he was one of th^ reputed, 
informers, after my arrest, and, on whose information, my 
conviction was deemed certain ; as he had been obli j^ to fht 
the coantry in 1797 and permitted to return, thro' interest 99 
ipfcial, that umler the Influenco of reviving loyalty, 'cherished 
by gratitude, his testimony was counted, on, as a matter, of 
course, and great things expected from it. 
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I mention Xh^xoy also, for another reason. 
Durlpg the whole of my stay, ijO S;iintfieUl, qh 
th^tdajr^' I was so. fdijbbf ally attended, atihumble 
t^iistance, by a few gent1eqieB> t^iat^ whenever 
1 Ipokec} round, Xhoy met my eye. 1 say " gpnr 
tlemenV* because one of them wa?. possessed' of 
a considerable landed property, a^^cl another a 
dignitary of the (hurch; and, to all such,, 
courtesy and custom. allow that appellation^^ 

In the evening, instead of proceeding to Belfast, 
I stopped at Bally gurn, where I slept, that night 
also ; and, next morning, set out for Belfast^ 
on business, and in hppe of seeing^Capt. Sinclair 
and) his hors^ ; but, unfortunately, the Captain 
was not at .home> apd the horse was not sent to 
town. I supposi9 Mr. M^Qinn had mistaken 
his.ranfe^ as well as the purport of his message. 

On this disappointment, as the horse which 
I rode, was not only a slow traveller, but weak, 
I intended to go part of the way, that evening 
to Bailee, where, by appointn\^nt of Presbytery, 
I was to preach next day, and. administer the 

sacrament 

* .Whatev^ ideas the particulars aUention of these gentlemen 
txcjt^ at thft time« I hare frequently reflected on it since, 
with equal pleasure; and gratitude, though not gratitude to 
lAc/ir. It supplies a strong presumption, at least, that I was 
Deilther in improper company, nor improperly employed, on 
thai occasion; whateror may hare be/sn surmised aHerwarda^ 
go t^• .authority of Mr* Hughes, who will bci.imroduced in 
the legjueL . 
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sacTsmfient of the Lord's Supf)^r, on tlife d^y 
forlldwitig. HoWte'^er, ias I was Hidutiling, 1 was 
accosted by Mr. John Coulterj of Colloh, who, 
6n knowing ihjr l^itUatioh^ pressed riie to go 
home with him*, dhd* he W^ould accotfittiodate 
me with a horse, which would carry me to 
Bailee, in due time next morning, with ease 
and safety. 1 did so, and, setting out early iu 
(he morning, reached DoUnpatrick, twenty 
miles distant, before eleven o'Clock** 

* * 

On my iffrval, a new circtirnstance occlif ri6d, 
Whrch prdred, with ^^^hat avidity niy infcii1()ati6ii 
was sought fof, and WMth' *vhat eagerness ^very 
iMOrd of mirle was laid hold of, by the mihioni 
{[t Nei^town-Ards, Which, even by impliCatibii,' 
could possibly lead to it. Before I could eritei* 
the inn*, at Which I stopped, Captiaih Mat-shall, 
of the York Fericibles, whoni I haVe already 
mentioned^ came up to me, and, acccitnpanyi ng 
me into d rbdhV, told me, with aflfectioriate agi- 
tation, that he had been at Poftaferry, in my 
absence, witfr a message frorri Colonel Sfcapretohi 
tocnquire oti' whait ati^.hority I had siaul, at Mr. 

Sinclair's 

* I hope this circumstance will be recoll<*c*cd, when the 
tbUiioiiy- of John Hughes shall be brought foivvarS; as he is 
mtide td swV»iir tBat I was to go tb ^h\ Potthiger's, hot oftfe 
igBlbiram B<lI(a^/'Oii that day, and wait thfre till seven o'Clotk 
i(f the ev6mDg> • thiat he nught have itn opportiihity of sculling 
ttc the intelligence for which I had come to Belfast; which 
inteUigence^ Lc also swears that 1 coxninuxucated to him at the 
Kime time. 
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Sinclair's, on Monday, " that a party of the 
Black Jlorse had gone over to the insurgents." 
Let it not be forgotten that Colonel Stapleton 
ivas an entire stranger to me, and, that he was 
then resident in Newtown Ards ! ! ! I 

I immediately gave Captain Marshall an 
account as before written, of that and other 
reports of tlie day, which I had repeated there, 
skid begged that he might communicate it to 
Colonel Siaplefon. He said, he had much rather 
I would write to th^ Colonel. I, therefore, got 
pen> ink, and paper, and wrote him, that 1 had 
repeated the " rumor of the Black Horise," and 
several others, at Mr. Sinclair's, on Monday, 
as the common reports of that morning in Bel- 

^iast— that, if 1 had been there, two days after- 
wards, on my return from the same place, . I 
could, and perhaps would, have repeated many, 
more, which were in general circulation-rand 
that I would not have thought myself blameable 
in so doing: but that, if any farther inquiry 
was deemed necessary, ** / would be found at 
Bailee y the two following days, and in Portqferry 
at night ; and that, Jor some tveeks afterwards , I 
would be found at Balli/nahinch, from noon on 
Monday, until ike same hour on Saturday^ and^ 

. on the intermediate time, in Portaferry, on the 
road between the tzoo places" I'his letter I read 
to Captain MarshdU^ sealed^ put into his hand, 

and 
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and saw him deliver it to a dmgoon, then 
mounted at the door, and waiting for his dis^ 
patches to the Colonel. 

This done, I hurried off to Bailee, four miles 
distant, where I arrived in time to perform the 
service allotted me. Agreeable to what 1 had 
written to Colonel Stapleton, I went to Porta- 
ferry, in the evening. Next morning, I returned 
to Bailee, performed the duties of the day, and 
went back to Portaferry. On Monday, I at- 
tended again, at Bailee; and, after the service 
of the day, baptized a child for, and dined with, 
a Mr. John M*Neown, a very repectable farmer 
of that neighbourhood. After dinner, the 
conversation turned on' " thefloggingSy^ " shav- 
ings with red-hot iron,** and " Aa^- hangings,'* 
which for some time had been practised: in the 
country. " Very well," said one of the company, 
^* if they do not proceed to whole-hanging." 
••Well, indeed;'* said I, " for my part, from 
what I am experiencing, and the manner in 
which I am hunted, I am sure they will hang 
me if they can find any plausible pretext : •* or 
words to that effect. This circumstance, I 
mention, only on account of the base use that 
was made of it, several years afterwards,^ by a 
reverend brother, as will appear in the sequel 
6f this Narrative. And I beg it may be re- 
membered that this conversation took place in 
presence of two clergymen^ a wealthy linen- 

H draper. 
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^dimper, and a large Oon^By of reaf>e€tiible 
<^QURtry.people, ivtth one of whom I M^as not 
personally acquainted, cx€^ tfie clergymen and 

line7i' draper. 

■ ■ I 

A few mmutes after ihxs conversatioo, the 
linen-draper^ a Mr. Jttmes Brown, and I fnounted 
<Hir horaes, and travelled together antil withia 
fe mile t>f Ba%iiabiDcfa. Captain Magenis^ of 
the Ca^lewellan yeomanry, and another gen- 
Ueman irere my compaJMons, lor ihat mile. 
Whe« we parted, I -drove to the iiio, where I 
sapped alone^ and i\^pt that otght. An^Kioiis 
to receive 4)ei>efit, as $ooti as poiSsibie, I tode 
out to tbe^ell, at seven o'^CiocI^neiEt morning, 
a»d dranlc-^fae watery did t/tie^iBme ait one; and 
h third tiitoe, at fire ih the evening. On my 
thtrd trip, I ielt iMiipt>y m meeting Edward 
Smith, .E6(|.^»^a mafa ^t iexcellent charader^ 
Oppraved ioyklfey, aad aa orfficer in his Majei^y'^ 
revenue, with ia siatef , at) their way io lodgings^ 
which they had ttkw, 4br the season. Thitjter 
I accompaiHed Ahem^ and sij^eirt some time with 
them, derismg^tilians <of gefetitag aGGomrnadation 
in the sutie hicmse; aft^r which 1 leturned directr 
to town. 

As the hour of this return was the last of my 
liberty, /(?r three yeaj^s, seven months^ tmd stven 
days, I quit it with regret. Let me therefore 
pause, and request my readers to review the 
occurrences of the last two months, as I have 

related 
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related tliem -, and the relation of which^ I 
chaHenge any man living to controvert. I be- 
lieve, it has never been alleged that any plan 
of the Northern Ini^urrection was digested^ 
previous to the month of March* As I was 
out of the kingdom, during th« greater part of 
that and the month following, I could have no 
part in what was then done. Indeed, none of 
the informers, so far as I know, haye brou|;ht 
any charges agaipst me^ during that periods 
The succeeding period, of less than six weeks^ 
I have accounted for, almost to a day, and even 
tliat jd^y no pne of them has filled up, as might 
have been been supppsed, from their accounts 
of themselves, by mentioning a single ineeting 
with smy brother Generaf to concert a plan of 
operations ; or with the CpipneU ujidcr my com* 
numdj to give them necessary instructions. Yet^ 
I may have b^en a Gene^^i, for aught that 
appears to the contrary -, and { xpay not h^ve 
been a General, though people said 1 was. But 
be that as it was, Qeneral, or qo {general, it 
appears from the cases of the *^ tobacco-box'* 

and ^* Black Horse," as well as other circunir 
stances, that my doom was pre-determined^ 
though, contrary to e^^pectation, it did npi 
prove fatal. Perhaps, however, as Mr. Polloc^ 
said afterwards '* had I been left to myself two 
days longer^ it might have been otherwise." 

H 9 It 
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It was on the evening of the 5th of June, that 
I returned, from my interview with Mr. Smith, 
to Ballynahinch. I had scarcely sitt^n down in 
my room, when a servant informed me, that a 
gentleman, in the street, requested to speak to 
me. On going out^ I met Captain Magenis, 
already mentioned, in company with a Lieute- 
nand Lindsay, of the same corps. We walked 
out of town, at the request of Colonel Magenis 
and, after much hesitation and embarrassment, 
he informed me, in great agitation, that there 
had been a meeting of yeomanry officers,' that 
day, in Clough; and, that he had received a 
letter, from C9lonel Lord Annesley, ordering him 
to detain me, as a pri^ner, tiJl he should receive 
farther instructions.'* I begged that he would be 
composed, for that T was perfectly easy, as I oould 
bid defiance to maljce itself, if unsupported by 
villainy, in respect to every part of my conduct. 
On asking him for his warrant, he told me that he 
had only his Lordships s letter ; . and that, as I had 
a horse ^ I might take a ride. This 1 declined, and 
a3ked him and Mr. Lindsay to accompany me to 
my^ room, as I had saddle-bags and papers 
there, which it might *be proper for them to 
examine. This also they positively refused to 
do. I then told theni, that I would retire, and 
requested them to place sentinels on the T^hi; 
lest they should be charged with neglect of 
duty. This also they refused, saying, that they 
supposed my detention wais only a whim of his 

Lordships 
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Lordship, and that I would be discharged in the 
morning. However, at iny earnest request, 
they placed a serjeant in the house, a distant 
relation* of the family, who took his rest, during 
the night, without giving himself, or me, any 
trouble. This politeness and confidence I 
mention with pleasure; and am sorry that I 
shall have so few instances of the kind to record, 
as having occurred during my confinement ia 
Ireland.* 

About noon, next day, a Colonel Bainbridge 
arrived in Ballynabinch, from Lisburn, gave 
orders for my transmission thitlier, and, zoilhout 
seeing me, proceede4 to Montello, to call on 
lady dowager Moira. Being informed of this, 
I dispatched a messenger, after him,* to request, 
that, as I was in a delicate state of health, and 
the weather intensely hot^ I might be permitted 
to ride, or travel in a chaise. The answer I 
received, was not only blunt, but cruelv: " A 
chaise, and be damned ! Let him walk, or take a 
Stat on the car^ which goes to town with the oldguns^ 

Irritated with this harshness, so different from 
the treatment, which I had experienced, on the 
preceding evening, Idetermined to walk, be the 
consequence as to my health, what it might. 
About four o'clock, in the afternoon, I set out 

with 

* This c<>nfinement commenced in the fifih month of my 
53d. year. 
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wifeh, a guurd of 14 men, and a»caf loaded witb 
oM' guDSy over a very roogb and* hilly load of 
eight mUes, under a scorchiBg Sun, and envc* 
loped in clouds ^of dust: We reached Lisburn^ 
aifaont eight in the evening. I need not say thai ^ 
I was exhausted, almost to* feintneiidw The nfto-* 
itient that' 1 wa« refreshed by som^ wine- and 
water, and a change of the ilsinnels next my 
skilly I waited on General Goklie, who receifved 
me, with all the politeness of a gentlema^ and 
a soldier. On observing the e^^hausted state, 
m which I was, he expressed his sorrow that he 
coi^M not accommodate me with a bed in his 
6wn lodgings, and tofd roe thak the place of 
confinement in Lisburn, was such that ray 
passing a night in it might endanger my life 9 
but, added*, that I might take a carriage, in 
which he would send a discreet serjeant, with 
tne, to Belfast, under an escort of two dragoons, 
dnd that he was sure Genera! Nugent would 
immediately release me, ** as there was no chargCy 
0" am) hhidy agqinstme; a suspicion only exist- 
ing that, as I had a general acquaintance in 
Gotland, spent a considerable time there, in 
l^pring, and had been very much on horseback, 
^ince my ri^turn, I might have been promoting 
^ connexion between the 'disaffected here, and 
people of the sanae description^ in that country." 

Gratified witb the attention and openness of 
the General^ a>nd flattered with the prospect 

of 
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of immediate liberation^ I or4ered a ^hais€^ 
andj my escort being ready^ I hurried off to 
Belfast, little thinking that all my fairy prospects 
sho4ild so soon be blasted^ and my expectations 
disappointed. On my arrival at Xbe General's 
quarters, I sent in the Serjeant to receive i^ii^ 
commands. Instead of liberation, these wei^ 
to *^ carry me to the blaci-bole,** then a guard* 
ho^ise and .prison, ** and there to deliver m^ 
into safe custody." He did not even dei^n to 
see me ! 

Having reached the black-fioley I was polilelg 
shewn in, and admitted without mucfr ceremony^ 
On admission, I there found Mr. Robert Hunter, 
a merchant of Down, who had been introduced 
a few minutes before, and was undergoing aa 
examination, about arms found in his stores. 
In this all were so interested, that my entrance 
was little noticed, till some of the soldiers of 
the Monaghan militia, who were on guard, 
obserriug my exhausted situation, civilly offered 
me a seat, on a large platform, which served 
them for chairs, table, and bed. This olfer I 
gladly embraced, as I was extremely fatigued. 
Mr. Hunter's* examination behig finished,.! was 
asked some questionsi my answers to whioh 
secured me possession of wy seat, of which Mr. 
Hunter came and took part. I then inquired, 
where we were to be accommodated, during 
the night, and wa& answered, in a very rough 
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tone, ^* you are to stay where you are.'* After 
some time, I asked, if I migWt be permitted to 
send for some refreshment. This, as we were 
told by a .serjeant, no commissioned officer 
being pr,esent, was positively forbidden. How- 
ever, on sending for the Captain of the guard, 
he came to us, and being told ttzj/ situation* in 
particular, he kindly ordered that whatever w^e 
wanted, or might want, during the night, should 
be procured for us. His orders were obeyed ; 
and we, having refreshed ourselves, asked if 
there was any spot, where we might enjoy a 
few hours rest; on which, one of the soldiers, 
civilly enough, offered us a part of their plat- 
form, on which we could stretch ourselves at 
length; and, as no better place could be pro- 
cured, here we were obliged to lay ourselves 
down on hard boards, covered with filth and 
dust, without covering, and with my saddle-bags 
as our common. pillow. To aggravate our feel- 
ings> we were nauseated with stench, and 
stunned with a continued torrent of ribaldry, 
oaths, and obscenity during great part of the 
/night. Disgusting as this scene was, and 

4 painful 

* The Captain of the guard was Robert Waltace, Esq. 
then an Officer in the Belfast yeomanry, and now a Major of 
Brig^ade. He is son to the late Joseph Wallace, Esq. whose 
memory will evtir be revered by all who knew him. That. 
to son inherits his raild and amiable virtues, I have no reason 
to doubt. That he may^ ever eiyoy that inheritance, is my 
feiTeat tpvish* 
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painful to ^r feelings, to us tliese pa^ins were 
only the begirining of sorrows.* 

In tlie morning we had breakfast brongtit us, 

from Mr. IIynter'3^ after which we were detained, 

in this leathsbme abode^ ^till about two o'Clock 

in the afternoon, when we were removed ta 

the Donegal Arms, liien the Prevost prison. 

There, four others and I were thrust into a room, 

about sixteen feet by ten broad, without table, 

chair, or any other furniture, whatever s and^ 

as our. only window was unsecured,, by iron 

bars or bolts, a chalked line was <lf^wD across 

the floor, about six feet from it, and int.ima.tion 

given us, rtot to set a foot ovor said line, under 

pain of instant; punishment. . This left a ^pace, 

of about ten £eet square, in which, five people, 

accustomed, at le^slt, to the coxaofoiitable con.- 

venienciep of Jife, «)n>e of them to ijs lpjs:Uries, 

were to take their exercise, eat, and sleep. 

Besides, a$ there was but one window in the 

room, we were obliged to have it kept open, 

I ■ ' ■ to 

* That this cTiargc may not He agali\st the ^onaghan regiment, 
justice requires that its weight should be laid on one of their 
officers, by whom the scene conipkiined of "was acted, and 
fatronized. His name, as I was iuformed, is Cross. Of the 
ivretch I bad no .previous JinowJedge^ nor do I recollect that I 
€rer saw him afterwards, during my confinement. The vilene^ 
of his conduct delicacy will not r»llow me to mention. Let 
him recite it if he dare. Of the other officers, I must say, 
ihat their conduct, so far as Lever knew cr heard, was equally 
jbeca^iing ge^ntlemeji;! axi<} $oMi<QCs, 



.h 
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• . I ■ •. . . 

to prevetit suffocation, as, the weather wai 

intensely hot ; and, as the yard was covered 

^ith filth, atod the office^ a horse- barr^c4c, we 

were ^Atioyed day aft'd riighi, \nt\\ offetishe 

jirttells, noise And uprobr. Thus AccoihWo^afed, 

^e wet-e allotted to send for beds t6 li'c bri, arid 

clotheife to coVer us. Wei therefore ordered 

two ififittresses, h'^^^ilig room for no rtiore; h\tt 

as they did not arriie till n few rhimites after 

four 6^ Clock J which, ^s we Avere informed, was 

the i^ttst ho\ir of ingress t6 oiir prison, they 

Ivere n6t periftitted to be introduced. Hence 

we wera ottigfed to lie, slnother night, on bare 

boards. Ttiey t^efe cleSri, howeV^ef, AVhicfi 

rendered them jirefefdble lb those of the hlhck'^ 

hole. Ift Addition %6 all this, we were oblrg^ 

to sit tif), to be c0Uhted, oh the eiiehaif)ge of 

sentinel^, \)uhich tc^k pltide, every second hour. 

Hitherto, nothing like Insurrection, had taken 
place in Ulster. When we were treated, as 
ftbove, previous to Insurrection, nothing, but 
increased severity, was to be expepted, after its 
commiericejiient. . Indeed, we were scarcely 
a^sur^d of th^ faot, till we were made to feel 
its effects. The number of our sentiiiels was 
incr^asedi their passions were irritated against 
113, apd their langUafee biecailie so insolent and 
outrageous,^ that we considered our lives in 
imminent danger. After the affray at Antrim^ 
we wefe particiilarly alarmed apd harassed by 

the 
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Ihe dragoons of the 22(1. Fegittient, enraged, 
as they were, by the loss which they had sus- 
tained. As therr barrack was in our rere, they 
had to pass our open^ window, in air tlieir put- 
goings and incomings. Hence, our ears were 
dinned with their imprecations, oaths, and 
declarations to our sentinels, that, " were they 
so placed, they would not leave one of us ialive.'* 
On more occasions than one, some of them got 
into the Prevost, made their way to the door 
of our apartment, and threw in dead fingers, 
thumbs, fee* &c. with loose gestures, and 
words, awfully expressive. On one occasion, 
an individual wrested a musket from one of our 
sentinels, levelled it successively at our heads, 

as w^ sat on the .floor, and swore that, " if he 

•'»-- ' ..-. ' '' 

had his will, for five minutes, he would do for 
lis every man." ^Perhaps, he would then have 
done so, in the fury which agitated him, had 
not James Bell, Prevost serjeant, rushed forward, 
laid.ljiold of the musket, and dragged him away. 
Ill jqstice to said BeH, whose office of execu- 
tioner had not yet extinguished the feeling? of 
the qaan, I add, that he inimediately reported 
this outrage %o the commanding officer, on 
which such orders were given, as prevented a 
repetition of the like afterwards. 

Though we now thought that- the situation, 
ia which we were placed, could scj^rcely be 
rendered worse, * we soon found ourselves mi- 

I 2 serably 
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§erab|y mistaken. After the Insurrection toolfc 
place in the county of Down, the number of 
prisoners was g^reatly increased, and they were 
generally huddled together, without regard to 
eitlier age or station.. Of thQse, many were 
destitute of ; tl:4e means of procuring a morsel 
of bread, or a wad of straw to spread over 
the boards on which they were obliged to lie > 
and, in the prevailing alarm and ferment, no 
attention was paid, for some weeks, either %o 
their v^^ants or their distresses, by the servants 
of government. In fact, they must have died 
of .hunger, had tl>ey nort been supported by 
their fellow-prisoners, and a number of families 
in Bel^st,. who generously supplied them with 
food, and other necessaries^ This, in addition 
to the ^xpe-nses of self-suppopt, pressed very 
heavily ao some among us, who> regardless of 
prudence^ implicitly obeyed the calls of ba- 
manity, / Besides, from the multitude of pri- 
soners, the house wa? daily becoming dirty, 
and the air noxious; and, from the accumulated, 
and accumulating, filth in the yard, our opea 
windows^ instead of relief, only admitted air 
more offensive, and almost equally dangerous. 
Though some of these things were, unavoidable 
in our situation, yet others certainly afforded 
ca»se of complaint; and all of them were 
sources of sufferings, or danger, t3 us. 

As 



NARftATlVE. 61 

As tlie frequent change of sentinels, which 
I have already jfnentioned, and the circumstances 
attending it, nearly deprived us of sleep, the 
execution of a new order was equally unfavor- 
able to our composure of mind. After the 
several battles, in the county of Down, though 
the Insurrection was quelled, alarm seemed to 
gain strength. In consequence, on each change 
of our guards, the soldiers were made to load 
with ball-cartridge, in our presence; and, or- 
dered, if any new disturbance should arise, to 
put us every man to death. In justice, 1 here 
mention with pleasure, that not one officer, so 
far as I recollect, offered us an insult, on these 
occasions; and that few gave the orders, before 
mentioned, without evident symptoms of sensi- 
bility and regret. 

Under the uneasiness, which these orders 
occasioned within, we w^ere not free from 
anxiety about things without. We knew that 
trials had commenced, and that executions, 
spiking of heads, &c. &c. wene taking place; 
.but as our friends were denied admission to us, 
we owed all our circumstantial information to 
what we overheard among the soldiers, and the 
communications of tike Prevost serjeant, who 
frequently visited us; and these were, generally > 
made with marked emphasis, and accomp^nicnl 
with hints not very pleasing, to which his blood- 
besprinkled 



/ 
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* ' ** T * fit 

besprinkled trowsers, and, sometimes, hatidd 
stained with blo€)d, gave the force of plaiqer 
language. 

Before the commencement of these trial^i 
resolutions of extending them seem to h^ve been 
formed, and measures taken to procure infor- 
mation against individuals, v^hohad been arrested 
before the Insurrection, of whom I was on6. 
To attain this, it was deemed expedient ta 
apprehend some of their least suspected dealers 
in information : denounce them, as ringleaders 
in sedition^ zohose conviction was certain; and, 
under this denunciation, place them among the 
Tictims devoted to death. This measure seems 
to have been adopted, in the hope, that com- 
passion would be excited, among Uieir fellow* 
prisoners, by the supposed certainty of tlieir 
fate ; and that, iu the warmth of that compas^ 
sion, confid,e.ntial conversation might be brought 
about, in which something would be elicited, 
to confirm thejr information, and ensure the 
ruin of their devotpd neighbours. 

The first of these, of whom I had any know- 
ledge, or by whom I was beset, was the notorious 
John Hughes — a man, some years before, of 
considerable respectability, but with whom I 
never had any particular connexion, or even 
intimate acquaintance. However, he was fixed 
on, as most likely to succeed in entrapping me 

C iiud 
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and a fe^ Others. With a yiew tp thli?, oppor- 
tunity was talceh to excite our compassion, 
either on the day of, or after, his arrest. We 
were entertained with a fable truly afiecting— « 
" thai there was no hope of saving his life— 
that his mind was deranged— that he was treated 
with great cruelty.r-and, that he was placed 
among a crowd of poor wretches, with whom 
he could neither have cohversaiion, nor comfort.*' 
This pathetic fiction was immediately followed 
with an observation that, *^ if we could possibly 
make room for him, taking hirp to us would be 
au act of the greatest charity." Completely- 
imposed on by the tale, we instatitly yielded 
to the application, audi smothering though 
we were, received hini into our ^tove. On his 
entrance, his looks and manner were wild, 
unsettled, and strongly marked with melancholy. 
^ Afterwards, he talked, iu a desponding tone, 
of the certainty of his conviction, and sometimes, 
of a secret conspiracy against him, in which, 
as appeared, he considered some of us as con- 
cerned. At other timesj he woijld start, with 
seeming horror, and exclaim that the sentinel 
was about to shoot him. On the whale, thourji 
he sometimes talked soberly, and generally 
listened attentively to our conversation, he acted 
Ws part so well, at intervals, that during two 
Pights, and the intermediate day, I was as fully 
convinced of ^ his derangement, as I was of my 
"^wu existence i and ^nder this impression, not 
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only ptayed with him, and for him, in his 
seemingly composed moments, but was quite 
delighted with the wonderful comfort which 
devotional exercises seemed to give him. Some 
of oilr part3% however, suspected him of im- 
posture from the first; . and their suspicion was 
soon confirmed, by his being removed, for 
some time every day, to a distant apartment, 
and detained in secret conference. His total 
removal from us, a few days afterwards, and 
his symptoms of insanity suddenly disappearing, 
certainty succeeded suspicion, and his name 
was consigned to infamy, together with those 
of his employers. 

Besides Hughes, other informers we/e placed 
among us, about the same time. One of which 
was the Mr. Magin mentioned by him, in his 
deposition, which will appear afterwards. He, 
like the other, was committed, under the most 
dreadful denunciations ^f vengeance, and, as 
the other had done, expressed the most lively 
apprehensions of his impending fate, eveawith 
lamentations and tears. He made his way 
to me, frequently, and under various pretexts; 
3'vnietimes to complain of his melancholy situa- 
tion, sometimes to borrow trifles, and, at others, 
to aflTcct confidential conversation, or ask advice. 
Jn one of these conversations, he expressed 
Ijis wonder, how the Earl of Londunderrjjy 
Nicholas Price, Esq. and the Rev. John Cleland 

had 
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had been informed of every thing he had done, 
and ail the meetings of united Irishmen, which 
he had attended. He then begged me^ witli a 
seeming earnestness, to be on my guard against 
informers y for I had poiverful and bitter enemies, 
a? he very zoell knew. *' How do you know ?** 
Said I. After some hesitation, he told me that 
" tempting offers had been made to himself, to 
induce him to become informer against me.^' 
Something, in his manner, on this occasion, 
impressed me, with the suspicion, not only 
that he might be an informer, but a delegated 
successor of Ilnghesy for the purpose of eliciting 
matter of information. 

This suspicion was fully justified, soon after, 
in an interview, which I had with a Mr. Pol- 
lock; not tlie once celebrated Owen^Roe O'Neill 
Pollock — but a Mr. Pollock, whom I had 
known, manj' years before, as an attorcfey, not 
higher than the second class. This gentleman, 
as appeared, was sent to Belfast to forward and 
conduct such trials, before courts itiartial, as 
he might think expedient to bring on. Anxious 
to see some of the objects of his rriission, and 
a& he gave me reason to suppose, me in parti- 
cular, he visited us, on the very night of hU 
arrival, and in a style which surprised us. At 
a late hour, just as we, poor prisoners, haJ laid 
ourselves down to rest, but not to sleep, our 
ears were arrested by a voice, not very articulate 

K or 
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or mpaical, bellowing execratioris agaiMt *' the 
d— d infernal Traitor /* and frothing out, 
^^ where is the scoundrel Dickson ?" On looking 
np^ I saw a figure, not very gainljr or dignified^ 
ivith the appearance of a gentleman under 
each arm, lighted towards me by a sentin^. 
He seemed rather unsteady in hb gait: bistt 
whether the oscillation was in him> or in my 
drowsy eyes, I shafl not pretend to determine. 
His language to me, during the few minutes 
which he w^s allowed to stay, I shall not repeat. 
That I leave to Mr. Pollock, if he can> or 
chooses tOy recollect k. I shall only say that 
cither from regard to him, to me, to both, or 
to our common nature^ the gentlemen turned 
him round and carried him off, raging as he 
was^ and swearing, that ^ h>e wcMUd bang the 
Traitor next day%^ 

On that next day, or the day following^, I 
was summoned, by a guard, to wait on Mr. 
PoUoc)^. I instantly obeyed^ and was conducted 
to hisapaitments, inthe house of Mr. M'Cluncy, 
surgeon, nearly opposite to our prison. My 
entrance seemed to disccMiipose him very niuch > 
but I was soon led to think that he h^d partly 
discomposed himself, befofe vny arrival. The 
Rev. John Cleland was siLtins: with him, when 
I entered, and staid in the room, for some time. 
After a few questions and remarks, respecting 
Traitors, Treason, SHc, put and made in Mr. 

Pollock's 
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PoIIock^'s peculiar manner, he asked me, if I 
kn^w '^ Mr. Grattdnr as he afterwards asserted, 
but, as I then thought, and still think, " Mr. 
tlurrnnJ'* In consequence, I answered that I 
did ; which led to the following conversation : 
** Vou have often met him, I suppose?*' " Not 
often, but always with great pileasure." " 1 
suppose you correspond?" " Sometiihes we 
have correspondencel'* " And, pray Sir, what 
have been tti^ subjects' of your correspondence? 
Irish politics, no doiibt?" "We have corres- 
ponded dn more subjects than one, but seldom 
on politics. I^vvill shew you a specimen of our 
corresp6ndence, if you desire it." This desire 
he expressed with eagisruiess^ on wbich I handed 
him a letter, from Mr. Curran, which I hap- 
petied to have in my pdcket This he hurried 
over^ with devouring eyes, till he came to the 
subscription, when he exclaimed, in rage ; 
• « Z — ds. This is not from Grattan." " G rat- 
tan !" cried I^ " No, surely ! It was Mr. Curran 

you asked about." " No, by H ns; I need 

not ask about him. I know, you and he were 
never asunder at the assizes of last year — You 
were d ' d busy there packing juries, and 
tampering vvith the sheriff, to save Traitors from 
the gallows — It was Grattan I mentioned." *VBe 
aissured then," said I, " I never saw Mr. Grattan, 
in my life; nor ever had any correspondence 
with him, of any kind; and, as to packing 
jiidesj! I hope you do not mean to wound this 

K 2 gentleman^ 
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gentljeman, (looking towards Mr. Cleland) 
through my sides/'— -Mr. Cleland got up, and 
walked off, withouf; even making his bow ; and 
Mr. Pollpck, as if recqllecting himself, became 
caljn, and seemed uneasy; I suppose^ from 
having made a greater blunder here, than ber 
tween the names '* Qratian'' ^nd ** Curraii i* 
as the array had been twice phalleoged, at the 
Pown assizes in |797, on the alleged ground, 
thait MjT. Cleland had given a partial pannel to 
the sheriff. Be this as it may, to this blunder 
I probably owed my disnaissal, for q. season, 
and return to my pri^pn> ,\n charge of the 
guar4> which had conducted ipe to Mr. Pollock. 
Be it noted, however, that I wa^ not dismissed, 
without the friendly assurance that, " if I did 
not do zckat gqvenunent expected^ I woi^ld cer- 
tainly be ha,nged— By tlje E*--t — r-1 Q — d, I 
wpuld.": " ' 

This Ia§t sentence conveyed the ideas, that 
]^Ir. Pollock either had what he deemed suffi- 
cient evidence for my conviction, or w^s sure 
of procuring it 3 and that I might expect 
s^nother interview with him, for some purpose 
or other. The former gave me little uneasiness^ 
the latter was painful, principally, from th^ 
disgust excited by the insolence and vulgarity 
which I had experiepped from the liltle-greak 

man. 

« 

While 
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While I was, in my own mind, anticipating 
this interview, on tlie same evening, 1 was 
iiUerraptcd by the entrance of a decent-IooIUng 
countryman. As he was an entire stranger 
I asked his business; He said, it was only to 
speak a few words with me in private. On my 
retiring with him, to a corner of the room, he 
told mc, that he Hved near Saintiield—that he 
had called on his neighbour, Nicholas Magin 
—and that Magiu had told him of the informa- 
tion he had given against several people, and 
nie, in particular— That, in the detail of in- 
formation against me, he mentioned my being 
at the fairs of Killincby and Saintfield, in the 
month of May — that, on this, he asked Magitf , 
what information he could give about Killinchy 
fair, as he was at home, a^L that day^ get- 
ting his barley sown." Here, I interrupted 
my informant, by asking how, and what he* 
knew about the barley. He answered, that 
" Magin's barley ground was a bog-field — that 
if rain should come before it was sown, he was 
in danger of losing the benefit of the season--- 
that, to prevent thi^, as the weather was then 
dry, he had got some neighbours to assist him— 
and, that he himself was with him from morning 
till night." He told me many other particu- 
lars ; among others that Magin said, ** he had 
given his information, on positive assurance 
that h^ would mt be brought forward lo prosecute ; 

and 
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land that, at any rate, it could take rto lives^ 
gks a great part of it zcas made up, to gain credit^ 
andsave himself.^'* 

Of the truth of this intelligence, in part, I 
had satisfactory proof, in my second int^view 
with Mr. Pollock, a very few daj's after. On 
entering his audience chariiber, instead of a* 
supernatural floridity of countefeati^De and'waii* 
dering eyes^ I thought I perceived something 
like settled malignity,' as well as^ chagrin, in his 
looks. This idiea was not removed by the 
language and tone in which he addresised niie, 
'** You ktiow, Sir** said he, with a ferocious air, 
^* what government expects from you; and, if 
you do n6t comply, by G— d I will hang you, 
before 12 o*Clock to-morrow." This, I alleged,' 
was yet impossible, as he would not venturiaf 
on such a step without some sort of trial; 
^tiich, I was sure,, his then master would not 
dara to grant me ^ though it was what I most 

ardently' 

^ Let this declaration ' be taken in connexion with those of 
the celebrated l^eweW and Bird, Agents and Correspondent^; 
of Lord Castlereagh^ as published by themselves, and its troth 
will not be doubted. The latter charges all the villainies he 
committed to such assurance ; and the former, not only does 
the satne, but declares frbm'th'e 'bed of sickness, and, with the 
febr of deatli before his eye^, that he made out his deadly list, 
as the price of his pardon, to impose upon Lord Camden and' 
the Irish government, to whom he was introduced by Lord 
Castlereagh, on the recommendation of Mr. Edwaid Cooke^ 
h^o^fier to be mentioned. 
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iu-4ciuly wislie4 and intreated, and w.I\at I chal- 
lepged hin? to institute. Whether protajk,^d by 
the suggestion that he had a master, ot from 
what other cause, I know not> biit, for ^ 
Qioment, he seemed half-choaked by a paroxysni 
of rage 5 andy on recovering breath su^icienf, 
exclaimed: " You artfd—-*d confident.— 5/ 
■ I have information against y.pii, 

efficient to bang twenty men." Tiien, setting 
))]s arpis a kimbo, and affecting to look un- 
commonly big, be said, in the most insulting 
manner: " Pray, do ypu know a I^jcholas 
Magin, Sir ? I suppose you never met him, i;^ 
any committees, or otljer seditious meetings ?** 
To this I answered, with all t}ie co^lpQs^^e of 
couqtenance, vtrhich I could command, that, 
^ I did know a |ylagin, but not that hi3 nanie 
was Nicholas, till I saw him in prison; and 
that I never ha4 been in his company, to my 
Mowledge, ^t any meeting seditious, or not 
se^itipus, previous to his confinement.^ On 
this, he threw open a large book, which lajr 
befo]:e him, in which the corners of many leaves 
were turped down; after inspecting >vhich, he 
inentioned several places, and daysj and de* 
manded to know> whether I had not, there and 
then, attended seditious meetings. To this I 
answered, that, in some of these places, I haJ 
not been for several years, and that 1 had never 
attended any meeting of any kind, at ajiy time, 
imaTty one of them«-^But that I had certainly 

beeia 
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been in llilllnchy and Saintfield, on the daj55 
specified by him; and that Magin wa« sent, 
from the latter place, with a message about a 
horse: as I have before related. The sound of 
the word " HORSE'* seemed, for a moment, very 
much to affect him. But, recovering, be ex- 
claimed^ " a horse! aborsel What the Devil 
sort of a horse." " A horse*' answered I, " able 
to carry my weight safely, either on the road, or 
across the country.*' *^ Ay ! Ay !" replied he, 
" a charger for a General^ , I suppose ! Now, 
pray. Sir, will you presume to say that you 
did not receive your commission, as a Rebel 
General, at Killinchy, in presence of Magin V* 
To this I answered, that •• whether I did, or 
did not, receive such commission, it could not 
be in presence of Magin, as he was not in 
Killinchy on that dayj or within several miles 
of it. He was ^X home sowing barley, and 
several of his neighbours were assisting him, 
from morning till night.*' After strutting, once 
or twice, across the room, be once more in- 
spected his book, then swore, in great agitation, 
thalf aside) " that cannot be." Seeing him 
fhns agitated, I told him coolly, **that it was 
so;'* and begged hrm to send for Magin; and, 
" if he did not acknowledge the fact, on allow- 
ing me twenty-four hours, I would prove it to 
his face." On his declining this, I added, " if 
you will give me a memorandum of the places 
and times you have mentioned, 1 will expo-^e 

MM«ritri 
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Magin's viflainy^ in more instances than this, 
that government may see how they are impose4 
on by such scoundrels, and cease, from their 
severities, and irritation of t1;ie public mind, by 
acting on his information.'^ This he passionately 
refused, swearing, *^ that he saw through my 
flimsy pretexts — that he knew us all, too well, 
to be taken in by such subterfuges— -that we, 
Presbyteinan Ministers, were a set of d ■■ d 
ungrateful scoundrels— that, though supported 
by government, we were, to a man. Rebels* 
and fomenters of Rebellion, while we thought 
ourselves safe; but that, on the approach of 
danger, we abandoned the people, whom we 
bad seduced, and skulked like cowards/' Hav- 
ing proceeded thus far, he paused, seemingly 
t)ut of breath, and then added, but not with 
to approving smile, ** By ■ . you were not 
of the number— you were taken at your post, 
but rather too soon.— Had you been left to 
yourself a few days longer, by the ■■ — , 

government would have been sure of you*" 

However I might have relished this rougli 
complimeut to my own consistency and courage, 
I retorted the attack on jny Rev. Fathers and 
Brethren, with pointed personality, and in such 
manner, as provoked his fury beyond all 
bounds. He raged, damned my impudence, 
sivore that he was a man of fortune and a gentle- 
jnan > und that, if I would dare to utter another 

I, word 
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word, he v^ould put me iil irons. In bis fury, 
he rushed out of the roona, as I thought, to 
hs^ve his threat put into execution. However, 
I was mistaken. In a few minutes, he returned, 
told me to begone,' and ordered the guard to 
t^ke care Q,f me, and deliver me where they ha4 
found roe. . . 

Thus was I, once more, relieved from thfe 
msults and outrage of this death- boding vulture^ 
but* not from his attempts to have me convicted 
of crime, that be might consign me to destruc- 
tion. Magin was soon after sent for, told what 
I had asserted, and asked, " whether he could 
personally prove his information against me. 
He said: ^ he could not. but that he had it 
from different people, whose authority he conld 
not doubt.^ " Can you produce them, yod 
scomidrel?*' was the next question. ^^ No, Sir, 
they were all concerned in the Rebellion, and 
have made their escape." Oti this, Mr. PolIock*s 
rage was turned on Magin, and his dienuncia- 
tions against hiai terrified the wretch, alo^ost 
to death. 

This J was told by the same man, to v^hoifli 
^ w^slndebted for. my fpra^er information con- 
"cernipg Magit), and whoije veracity I bad no 
te^spa to. doubt. And, a very few d^^ys con- 
vinced me that Magip was ?ent to our prison, 
^principally, if not entirely, in hope of procuring 

something. 
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something, which might lead to my conviction, 
as he was released uncx>nditionaIly soon after 

this, and sent forth 9,new,.to exercise his talent^: 

• • • 

in the country at large. 

• .... 

I have, aJso, to observe, that every prisoner, 
of my acquaintance, who was called befdfe 
Mr. I*olIock, informed me, that they were ex- 
amined, as I had been, not on oathy but under 
denunciations of being hanged ; and that morfe 
questions were asked about their knowledge X)f; 
tad connexion with, me, than about any other 
person^ action, or event, whatever. These 
things plainly shew that, in a conversation vvlth' 
Magin,. which 1 have related, he wsls guilty of, at 
least, one truth, viz. " that I hadbiiier enemies.^^ . 

One instance of this occurred, at this time; 
so wildly extravagant, and truly ridiculous, that 
I deem it not unworthy of notice. A yotirig 
gentleman of the county of Dowrt, of truly 
antient iand noble family, had been Arrested, 
sent to prison, and unfortunately placed near 
me. His character was so good, and the sus- 
picion, on Avhich he was committed, s6 slight; 
that application, for his release. Was made to 
Mr. Pollock, by several gentlemen of .his 
neighbourhood. On their representation, Mr. 
Pollock seemed disposed to hberate him, and 
he was sent for. However, he was asked, as 
pthers bad been, " whether he knew mcJ* On 
' L ? his 
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his answering, " that he had been In my com* 
paiiy during part of his confinement; Mr. 
bollock exclaimed; " if y6u have any con- 
nexion with him, by ■ ' ', I can do , nothing' 
for you ; his breath is poison, his tongue damna- 
tion^ and his bosom Hell :" or in words to that 
pni:pose. But, on being satisfied, afterwards, 
that this, connexion with me, was not voluntary, 
Mr. Pollock was mitigated, and the gentleman 
restored to liberty, and to his friends. 

■ ■ . ■ ' ; 

Besides these proceedings, in Belfast, ahcf 
even within the walls of my prison, my con- 
finement was embittered, by the situation to 
which my family was reduced, and the know- 
ledge that every art, and every influence, wa^ 
€m{>loyed, through the lower part of the county 
^f Down, to procure the information Against 
me, so artifently wished for. The exertions of 
these vere so nmijerous, and the zeal, witH 
which they were prosecuted^ so great, that 
their failure was perfectly astonishing;^ consi- 
dering the terror pf the moiqent, the induce* 
ments holden out, and the villainies to which 
they gave rise. 

s 
s • 

Of these I shall mention only one ; and that 
one, as it will require some detail, merely on 
account of the meanness, falsehood, and cruelty, 
which it displayed. 

On 
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On the commencement of the Insurrection^ 
in the county of Down, the people of (Ardes 
made an attack on the town of Portaferry, ia 
which seven lives were lost. On the day after, 
I Mrs. Dickson, not thinking herself and children ' 
safe, applied to Capt. Matthews, of Innishargie^ 
Commander of the yeomanry, for a protection. 
'He candidly told her that lie could not ensure 
ber protection, against a set x>f ruffians s but 
would give her a passport to Donaghadee. On 
receipt of (his she had two common wheel-cars 
prepared for herself and family ; but, such was 
the prevailing terror, that her own servant 
durst not venture to drive them ; nor could she 
procure a man, for any money, to hazard the 
undertaking, llence^ fihe was obliged to trust 
herself and daughters to the conduct of our 
second son, then about fifteen years of age ; 
our eldest son being then^ and having been for 
some years before^ serving his Majesty^ as a 
Surgeon in the Navy. Having reached Donagha- 
dee, next day, after many interruptions by 
bodies of Insurgents, she dispatched the child 
back to Portaferry, concluding, from his youth, 
that he would not be disturbed. However, a 
body of Insurgents stopped him on the road, 
took possession of the horses and cars, carried 
him to Innishargie, the seat of Capt. Matthews 
before mentioned, and thence tQ Newtown Ards, 
On the second night, he made his escape, and 
returned to Pprtaferry : where, innocently re- 
lating 
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lating his advehture, he was arrested at the 
' instance of a ruffian, cotifined for tivo days> 
and then transmitted ,to Downpatrick.. There^" 
he was kept, for more than a fortnight, in the 
gaol yard, exposed to a burning Sun by day^ 
and the dews by night, with a wad of straw for 
his bed, and a great coat hi& only coverings 
^uid, for several dayjs, destitute of meat and 
drink, excepf^what was supplied by the huma^ 
riity of common soldiers. At length, he was 
trailed before the Earl Annesley and a pumber 
of Magistrates arid.military. Officers, who.daily 
met in Downpatiick, by, whom he wajs.iptrictly 
examined. Every question. concernijag himself 
he answered, as I was assured, wjt^ the sina- 
pHcity of a child^ and coolness. Of ^ man. But, 
on being asked concerning the leaders of the 
Insiiirgents who tooJk higl to Innisbargie, &c. 
jhe positively refused to answer any question, 
except what related directly to himself* This 
'refusal gave occasipn to the display of mean- 
ness,, falsehood, and cruelty, to which I have 
alluded. It was in such word^ as these, " Hark 
ye, my lad, you need not be afraid to tell all you 
know of the business-^you cannot hurt your father 
iww^-^he was hanged in Belfast yesterday,'* 

Luckily, Colonel Stapleton before mentioned, 

j«ras present, to whpm Mr?» Dickson had written 

a. circumstantial account of the child's being 

•topped by the Insurgents^ after leaving her in 

Donaghadee > 
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Donaghadeej the horses being taken from him; 
and all that followed. He interfered with 
warmth ; declared that " the boy,** as he firipl v: 
believed, *^ tiad told the truth honestly/* and 
then, turning to him said f " Don*t be alarmed, 
my child— you have nothing to fear— your father 
is alive and well/* This put an end to farther 
inquiry > and, he had my son sent to Porlaferr3% 
on his own parole, to procure securities for his 
future good behaviour s which he did, returned 
next day, and was liberated in form. 

White "thus shot up in a prison, harassed in 
person, and persecuted through my family, my 
Kttte property did not escape. A dozen of nice 
sheep, and a Very fine cow fit for the knife, felf 
viotinas'to the maw of yeom'en, and the crew 
of a Revenue Cutter then in the river; and tw<J 
valuable milch-cows, with a good horse, a mare, 
and filley^ went into different hands, on ^ 
general division of plunder. Of these, how- 
ever, only one milch cow was finally retained. 
The horse and mare were afterwards returned, 
bat «o completely reduced, and mangled with 
wounds, that they were sold for less than one 
sixth of their value, when taken. To the honor 
of two very poor yeomeHy whose anxiety to get 
•tny fifley and favorite cow, was much remarked 
, at the time. I must add, that they kept them, 
with care, tjU the country became quiet, and 
then brought them back> in safety, to my^ 

dav\2hlet. 
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daughter. In justice, I must also say that my 
offices and^ yard were not severely plundered, 
and that my house was left uninjured, though 
locked up without an inhabitant^ for some days, 
while fire and pillage were raging all around.^ 

Long as ^he preceding detail may appear,, 
it comprehends occurrences, only of a few 
weeks; and these occurrences are only apart 
of what exposed me, and many others, to un« 
easiness of body, and distress of mind. Among 
others, sickness, latterly, began to appear; 
and the air of the yard was become so noisome,, 
from the overflow of excrement, with which it 
teemed, and the removal of which was inhu* 
manly neglected^ that not only apprehensions, 
but symptoms, of fever became general and 
alarming. 

' From these apprehensions, the nuisances 
which gave them birth, and several other dis« 

agreeable 

"* The sparing my house, was owing to the military, who 
tould not be induced, either to plunder or burn it, though 
furiously incited bj/ tlie gentleman, at whose instigation my soa 
had been aiTested. This gentlenum was a Surveyor of Excise, 
who denoniiiiakcd himself, in writing,. 'f Edward Trotter Sava^«,'^ 
Why be assumed the name of " Savage" could not be ac- 
counted for, but by the supposition that on calculating his 
nativity y some far-sighted gossip had seen into bis future cLa- 
lacter. lii^ father's name was not Savage; and even bis 
mother could not, as was said, give /him that of his father, 
niltlk any certainty, unless she had been z Vcatrilogulst. 
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greeable circumstances, I, with eleren others, 
was partly relieved, early in July, by a removal 
to* the artillery barrack. On our arrival there, 
we were put into two apartments, six and six ; 
both af which were clean and comfortable^ 
compared with those we had left. That of my 
mess was a neat clean little parlour, containing 
a settee, table, and a few chairs ; and affording 
space for three mattresses, at night. Here, we 
were not plagued with the intrusion of nocturnal 
visitants, or any other avoidable disturbance. 
Servants were freely admitted with our breakfast 
and dinner. And our friends found less diflS- 
ciilty of admission to us. In addition to thege 
relaxations, we were allowed, at certain hours, 
every day, to walk in a small yard, which was 
kept tolerably clean : and an artillery-man was 
permitted to serve us, for pay, by whom we 
had our room, clothes, &c. kept clean; and, 
what was an indulgence, little expected, but 
fiur more important to us, our errands run, arid 
messages carried to and from our friends in 
town, riere I add, with pleasure, that Mr* 
Fox, town-major, under whose roof and whose 
eye, we now were, never interrupted our com- 
forts, or restrained our indulgejices by any 
impertinent intrusion. He did not indeed, hold 
any intercourse with us, but what his duty 
required, nor did we wish he should ; but, ia 
the discharge of his duty, so far as fknow, he 
aqted with propriety to us, and honor to himself* 

Ttf On 
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On the whole, I must say, had all my treatment, 
while a pri^ner in Irehmd, been sueh as I ex- 
perienced here, a considerable part of this 
Narrative would have been happily unnecessary. 
However, this relaxation of severity, and en- 
joyment of comparative comfort, were of short 
duration, as- a painful reverse of situatioii soon 
followed. 

Before I enter on an account of this reverse, 
and its consequents, I shall mention a circum- 
«t2|nce, or two, which took place, during my 
residence in the artillery barracks, as they 
may afterwards appear of some importance. 
And,, 

Firsts so far as I recollect, it was immediately 
before, or soon after,, our removal thither, that 
the attention of government^ or rather those 
who acted under it, or assumed its powers^ was 
first directed to the wants and distresses of tlie 
prisoners in Belfast;, and TVVELVE PENCE IRISH, 
per day, allowed for their subsistence. From 
the liberal sums allowed the state-prisoners ia 
Dublin, to whom we proudly presumed that 
government thought us, every xvay^ equal : and 
the recollection that one of us, at lea^t, had 
.there enjoyed that allowance, in the preceding 
year, the beggarliness of this pittance wounded 
our pride, and nearly produced its rejectio^n. 
This, hpwever, was prevented hy the suggestion 

that. 
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that, if we rejected it, a Mr. Salmon ahd the 
Prevosft- Serjeant, by whom it was to be distri- 
buted, would put it into their own pockets^ 
that, for tliis reason, we ought to accept it j 
and, if we did not choose to apply it to our 
own use, we might dispose of it for the relief 
of those, whose confinement was embittered by 
poverty and disease. On this suggestion, we 
unanimously a^rted to receive— and did receive 

it. • . 

How inadequate this was to the subsistence 
of those, who were, not only poor, but far 
removed from eyery friend and relative, must 
be very obvious. And that, to those, who had 
been accustomed, at least, to the conveniencies 
and comforts of life, it wa-s a direct insult, must 
be equally plain. Yet, this same TWELVE PENCE 
IRISH, per day, was the only allowance, in money^ 
granted to the state-prisoners in Ulster, so far 
as I know, or have ever heard, during the 
years 1798 and 1799. 

Secondly. In the latter end of July, or very 
eaply in August, we were officially informed 
of a compact between government and the 
state- prisoners in Dublin, by which it was sti- 
pulated ** that said prisoners, on giving certain 
information therein specified, should be allowed 
to emigrate to such country as should he agreed 
upto between them and government, giving 

M 2 ^ security 
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security not to return to this country without 
the permission of government^ and not to pass 
into an enemy's country, if on ti>eir so- doing 
they should be freed from prosecution ; and 
that the benefit of said compact would be ex^ 
tended to such persons in custod}^ or' not ia 
custody^ 03 might choose to accept it/' 

Such confidence in government then conti- 
nued, that this intelligence was received, with 
gladnesSj^, by most of the prisoners in Belfast; 
and a paper, acceding to the t^rms proposed, 
was numerously signed, and sent to Mr. Pollock. 
This paper he rejec^d, as he said, on account 
of informality or incorrectness; and sent one, 
written by himself, for the acceptance of which, 
by government, he pledged his HONOR to all 
who would sign it On this pledge, the paper 
was signed by a great majority of the prisoner^! 
in the Prevost-prison ; but on being presented 
in the artillery barrack, by Colonel Barber* 
some hesitated, and 1 peremptorily refused, to 

a _ 

sign it, declaring that *' / had no compromise to 

9 

make with govern?r}ent ; and that I woiUd not sign 
any paper, eitffer implying that I was guilty qf 
crimes which I had not comriittedy or admitting 
any thing, a^ a crime, which I had don^ as a duty J* 
To prevent misrepresentation, I delivered this 
declaration, in writing, to Colonel 6arber> to 
be by him given to Mr. l^oUock. 

On 
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On the receipt of this declaration^ Mr. Pol- 
lock was said, to become so enraged, that lie 
committed the paper with its signatures to the 
flames. However, he called on us, personally, 
a few daj's afterwards, accompanied by llie 
Colonel and some other Officers, presented 
another paper to us, not in a body, but one by 
one, and demanded our^ determination. His 
interview with me was very short; and our 
conversation embraced only the question ; " will 
you now sign the compact with government?** 
and my answer; which waa merely a repetitioa 
of my former declaration through Col. Barber. 
After this, I was waited on by William Sinclair, 
Esq. his brother-in-law, a man whom I sincerely 
esteemed, and whose memory I revere. He 
expressed deep sorrow, for my having so greatly 
trended Mr. Pollock, and used many arguments, 
to induce me to sign the paper, not only for 
my own sake, but that of my fellow-prisonersy 
€s my perseverance in refusal ynigkt be made a 
pretext for withholding from them the offered boon. 
This last suggestion impressed me with the idea 
that all this pressing was not well-intended ; as, 
• if government meant to grant the proposed 
indulgence, the want of my signature, could be 
no reason for denying it to others ; and, under 
this impression, I persisted in my refusal. 

That this obstinacy, as it was called, was a 
disappointment to Mr. Pollock, and, perhaps, 

to 
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to others, I had very great reason to believe; 
uor did the belief give me any uneasiness. But 
the offence taken by some of my respected fel- 
Jow-prisoners, qn the supposition that my stub- 
bornness was the cause, not only of preventing 
their emigration, but of their detention in prison,' 
I painfully felt, and bitterly regretted, as my 
feelings and convictions werp invincibly opposed 
to their wishes. However, the event proved, 
about four years afterwards, that their supposi- 
tions and conclusions had not even ^he sub- 
stantiality of a shadow to support them. The 
probability is that, had the signatures in Belfast 
beeo accepted and retained, the persons who 
signed would, aftfer pining under a long confine- 
ment, have been transported to the Continent' 
of Europe, in common with the fourteen who' 
had signed in Dublin, to work, or beg, their' 
way, through foreign lands, till the grave, or 
sortie hospitable country, should yield them 
rest and shelter.* , 

Be this as it may, we twelve, comparatively 
comfortable bondmen^ were soon alter destined 
to another change of situation. Whether this 
change originated fiona the de^re of varying 
and multiplying our miseries, or our comforts, I 

shall 

* The reasons, on which this probability rests, will appear - 
afterwards. As to the importance given to my signature, I 
am at a li>ss what to say, only that it was given. Wnut I know 
oi the ni^Uer sbali be communicated in Appendix^ Ko. 4-. 
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shall not pretend to determine ; but destined 
we were, and removed aq/cordingly, to enjoy 
the summer-breeze on the surface of the water. 

Of such removal this was not the first instance. 

Soon after the Insurrection, one prison ship 

had been stationed in the Pool of Garmoyle, 

three miles from Belfast, and completely stowed, 

as the prisons in town could not contain the 

multitudes dragged in, from the counties of 

Down, Antrim, Armagh, Derry, and Tyrone. 

This being found insufficient, a setond^ and of 

much larger burthen, was chartered, stationed 

in the same Pool, and nearly filled, both he^ 

tween decks, and in the lower hold, early ia 

August. To occupy the vacant space on board, 

if such could be said to exist, was our destination. 

Acv^ordingly, oju the forenoon of the 12th of 

August, the fair- day in Belfast ^ we received 

notice to prepare for being carried ** down the 

water." We had barely time to pack up our 

little luggage, before the guards appeared at 

tl^e barrack gate; and there was neither car, 

Dor other conveyance of any kind, even for 

jDur mattresses: so that we must have lain on 

bare boards y once more; bad it not been for 

the exertions of our friends, who crowded round 

us, in alarm and agitation. 

• • 
When marched to the street, we were asto- 

inished at the parade of horse and foot, ready 

• • ' -^ . . ■ ^ -. 

to 
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to take charge of us^ and the a^ctatioti frf* 
alarm^ lest we sltould escapCy cnr be rescued; tJiough 
to a suspicious nund^ this day of crowd and 
confusion might seem to have heen chosen with 
a view to encourage such an attempt. The 
countenances and conduct of the military^ and 
^he multitude, with which not only the street^ 
but every door and window, was crowded, pre* 
scnted a curious contrast. The former, by 
every look and gesture, excited alarm and 
terror; the latter called forth feelings widely 
different, by starting tears, indignant frowns, 
and solemn silence. On reaching the quay, 
we found boats, in waiting, embarked safely, 
and soon reached' our floating Bastile. There, 
a guard was drawn up, on deck, to receive us ; 
and, on approaching the hatch-way, we found 
it surrounded with ^ barricado of plank, from 
three to four feet high, from the top of which, 
on the inside, was hung a piece of old shrouds, 
to supply the place of a ladder, but not even 
fastened to the deck below, to keep it steady. 
This rendered ascent and descent, both difficult 
and dangerous. Indeed, for a considerable time 
acme of us— I in particular — could neither go 
up, nor down without assistance. 

When we first came close to the ^atch-way, 
vre were met by a liot fcstid steamy from the 
multitude below, almost intolerable. Through 
il^ however, we were obliged to descend ; and, 

oa 
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on reaching the deck, found it literally crowded^ 
so that there was some difficulty in clearing 
a corner for usi This done, we had time to 
ecmtemp'Iale car sittiation^ which was truly 
ufrpfomisifig. The length and breadth of our 
apartaient I caonot exactly state ; but it was 
only four feet eight inches high, so that we could 
fieither walk, nor stand, upright: and, such 
, was the number of its inhabitants that, wheii 
we laid ourselves down to rest, those on thf 
deck were, nol oiily in contact with each othev/^ 
but nearly so with a range of hammocks stretched 
ofrcr thafn, many of which were likewise occu- 
pied : whilst all the good air, admitted or ad«> 
itiissiible, was through four ballast-ports, two 
OR each side of the ship. Our mattresses^ 
which luckily arrived soon after us, we were 
eUiged to us0, both as beds by night, and seats 
^y day, during; our stay on board. In this 
fcspeot, 4ioW8Tef, we were comfortable, com* 
pared with the milkitude, many of whom had 
not even a wad of straw between them and the 
hard J>latiks) when either sitting or lying. From 
the poverty of such, and ^elusion from their 
friends, cleunliness was impossible, as they 
were tinder the necessity of wearing their linen, 
such as it was, without washing, even for weeks. 

N " This 

* On the lower deck, we were not only in contact, wheii 
^tched out ; but many were obliged to lie, in opposite 
directions, with their limbs intermingled, the feet of the one 
range reaching to the knees of the other. 
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This alarmed us with apprehension,* bbth of 
disease and vermin, as the weather continued 
extremely hot. To this apprehension some 
other circumstances greatly cohtribated. Most 
of the prisoners were allowed to go on deck,, 
only once a day, and for a short time — and the 
hatch^way was covered with a frame, and se- 
cured, at eight o'clock every evening ; previous 
to which a large vessel was letdown, which, 
beforfe morning, was grossly offensive, being 
nearly filled with excrement of every kind. 

• To counteract these circumstances. Necessity 
compelled us to use every mean, and make 
every exertion, which our situation would admit. 
.Such of us, as had beds, of any kind, procured 
leave to carry them up frequently, and have 
them exposed to the Sun and air, on -spars^ 
:or the nettings of the ship.. We were allowed 
also to go on deck, in sfhall parties,, to take up 
water in buckets^ and bandit to our companions 
befovv, who washed, and swabbed the deck and 
sides, three or four times a week. ' These labors^ 
though very severe, as some of ug were advanced 
in years, i^ome infirm, and others totally unac- 
^eustomed to such drudgery^ we all performed 

' IB 

« 

♦ Our cause of appre'iension <vas great indeed. While 
walking 00 tUe quarter-deck^ we saw the poor wretches who 
got on deck, only once a day, busily employing the shorl 
time allowed them, in picking the vermin from their issld^ 
elothet; or shaking them from ib&ir ragi orer the ship*! sideis. 
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in turn-; and I am fully convinced that they 
greatly conduced to the preservation of what 
health and strength we still enjoyed. 

It is but justice to add here, that a Captain 
Steel, who had charge of the prisoners, did us 
great service, by suspending canvass tubes, from 
the rigging of the ship, which descended, not 
only between decks, but into the lower hold, 
and carried off a part of the pestilential air. 
To Mr. Ricl;iard McClelland, Surgeon and 
Druggist in Belfast, the prisoners were under 
▼ery great obligations. Through his interest, 
he procured an order for supplying them with 
medicines, in consequence of a representation 
by me; which he did, in a manner, equally 
honorable to himself, and beneficial to them. 
This I can assert, as the care of the sick, and 
administration of their medicine, fell mostly to 
my lot, the Surgeon appointed having it in his 
power to visit us, very— very seldom. Such j 
were the effects of these precautions, labors, 
and aids, under the auspices of providence, 
that, though many among us were occasionally 
fick, not one died on board. 

To this account of our accommodation as to 
bed, &c. &c. that of our board I shall now 
subjoin, as our BLACK shillihg pier day, was 
jvithdrawn and our provisions supplied b}' go- 
v^mipent. In the distribution of these, there 

N 2 ■ wa« 
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was no partiality or respect to persons. We were 
allowed to form ouVselves into separate messes ; 
and the oeconomy of our ship-hold was, as fol- 
lows. About eight p'Clock in the morning, 
each mess was presented with stirabout^ made 
of oaten-meal and water, and a j;ug or can of 
small-been This stirabout was prepared in a 
large boiler, by a wretch as dirty-looking as 
ever met the eye of mortal, and served to us 
in coarse woodai tubs hooped with iron. I nee4 
hardly add that, from the heat of the weather, 
and other causes, the small-beer w^s, generally, 
sour or vapid. These tubs, washed or unwashed, 
as the prisoners chose to send them back, were 
returned about one o'Clock, with boiled fresh 
beef, or salt pork, the very coarsest ship bread, 
and small-beer as at breakfast ^ but without 
vegetables of any kind, or even apotatoe. This 
was our only provision^ and the invariable fare of 
every day* This fare, however, was supplied in 
abundance. At least, I never heard ai^y com- 
plaint of the contrary. But the quality of the 
pork was frequently and loudly complained of. 
On some occasions, the prisoners threw it out 
of the port-holes, saying, it stunk so abominably 
that they could not bear- it This last circum- 
stance I mention an the authority of others, 
a.nd of my own sense of smell, as the mess, to 
which I belonged, used very little qf the go- 
Arermnent provisions, except beef, smd small 
feeer when drinkable. It is true, we took >ur 

allowance 
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allowance of bread. Sec. ; but, it is equall/ 
trae5 that we banded it aver to tbe poorer 
prisoners, who contrived to get it e^cii^^nge^ 
for butter, and such other little comr^rts as theU* 
friends could occasionally get sent oo board. 
Sesides, as we laid in our own provisions, bec^ | 
excepted, and our own drinkaibles of .every kind 
'— andy as our friends supplied 41s, superabuQr 
dantly, with garden- stu lis, . saiUd'uig, fruit, 
fresh butter &c. we had it in. our power, jaot.unly ' 
4o Supply invalids with many articles of useful 
jregimen ; but to enable others, with the ja^di" 
tion of their ship-bread, to procure /oomfortabla 
broths occasionally.^ 

Notwithstanding all these ajitei^tions, the 
state of many among us continued truly pitiable^ 
mid our own situation was painful and dange- 
fous. We wei^, at once, suffering severely in 
our ikiinds, our persons, and our purses. It is 
4rue, our minds were occasionably relieved by 
4he visits of some friends and relatives, who 
procured admission to us : But this was greatly 
diminished by the inconvenience and hardships 
lo which these visits exposed them ; and still 

HKire 

* .LBfcitbehereobserved^ Ihat the prisoners were not supplied, 
by government, with bowl, dish, plate, mug, noggin, kriife, 
fork, or spoon. Their only food utensils were the tubs and 
CAns already mentioned, exciept what they coald purc.Mae fr>r- 
ibeiDseWns. Uence many had to tear their food aaiunder Uke 
jrild^Ueast^ or wait (ill their. ueighbours were sati^ed« bcisttt 
Ib^ i^ould ftppease their hunger. 



in 



9i REV. DR. DICKSON'S 
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more by the continued mission of wretches 
Among us, under pretext of punishment y to betray 
the igilorant and unwary, irritated as they then 
were, into unguarded expressions, and afler- 
w*ards distort them into treason, for their des« 
truction. This practice, tlK)ugh regularly perse*- 
vered in, tetdily failed of success. Numerous 
as the prisoners were, not a sentence was elicited^ 
or even forged, on which charge could be 
founded, or trial instituted. On the contrary^ 
the only wretch, who made such attempt, by a 
forgery against two of our number (a Dr. Nixon» 
and the Rev. John Smith, Presbyterian minister 
of Kilrea) bungled the business so completely^ 
that he narrowly escaped a flogging, and was 
disgracefully dismissed, as unfit for service • 

Towards the end of September, our situation 
became less distressing. The heats had abated. 
We had gotten the porUhole in our quarter 
glazed, to keep out the spray,^ when it blew 
iiard; and procured a small table, with a few 
folding stools. Several of the poorer prisoners, 
from whom information against their superiocs 
iiad been. vainly expected ; others, equally popr 
who had been committed on unsupported 
charges, and some invalids, had been sent on 
€hore. Hence, we had more room, less distur- 
bance, and a better air. AYe had also gotten a 
canvas curtain put up, to draw round us oeca* 
sionally, and afford us a kind of privacy. This 
liui cure umstance gave us occasion to observe 

botf 
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how quicksighted the people are to every affec- 
tation of seclusion from, or elevation above, 
them. From the time this curtain was erected, 
we were denominated " the court," and our 
comer ** the castle." Thus good-humauredlf 
distinguished, and apprehending that we were 
in no danger of a sudden dispossession by the 
gnperior forces of a greater castle, as our lives 
which alone they had hitherto aimed at, had 
proved uncomcatable,yveheg9Ln to amuse ourselves 
with farther plans of fortification against the 
attacks of the approaching Winter— the most 
formidable enemy » as we vainly imagined, which 
we had then to fear. 

. Here, however, we were mistaken, as usual, 

apd all otfr plans proved visionary. On the 

arrival of Sir John Borlase Warren, in Carrick- 

fergus road, with his squadron, and the French 

ships, taken off the N. W. coast of Ireland, my 

messmates. . and I . were hurried into a boat, 

without a moments previous notice, carried back 

to Belfast, ; and reinstated in the prevost prison, 

the place of eur first confinement. From 

various causes, we found it less crowded than 

before, but still well peopled. In each apart- 

Bient^ we had room for our mattresses, a^ table, 

*ud some chairs. Sentinels were placed, only 

on the outside of our doors. The parade of 

loading with ball cartridge, and the terrific 

^dera attending it,- w^re. ^ispehsed with ; and 

our 
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had regularly done dut}^ as private soldiers, in 
the brave and loyal band of BLACK COClOiDES. 

Notwithstanding all this> to the fresh surprisfe 
of us and our friends, we were hurried out, 07i 
ChinstmaS'dayy and carried back to our fornier 
apartment, on ship-board, to enjoy the remainder 
of the Winter. Our old inmates received uft 
with great civility, and permitted us to take 
peaceable possession of the castle. VHere, wfe 
were put on our former allowance of provisions, 
instead of our TWELVE PENCE IRISII^ per day> 
and permitted to walk the quarter-deck* as 
before; but this indulgence the inclemency of 
the season now rendered unimportant. Indeed, 
when the sea ran high, the ship pitched so 
much, that walking the deck was extremely 
dangerous, as we had not gotten sea-feet. Hence, 
necessity alone compelled us to attempt it, as 
severe falls were generally the consequence; and 
one of us (Mr. Tennent) had his leg dangerously 
fractured, and nearly lost his life, in attempting, 
by a little smart exercise, to restore heat to his 
half. torpid limbs. Whether he had reason to 
Vegret this accident may he doubted, as it 

■ 

procured a removal to his own house, by which 

be 

* When I mentioned formerly that '' most of the prisoners 
were allowed to go on deck, only once a day, and for a short 
time," I should have added that we, «' the Court," enjoyed 
the use of the quarter-deck, at pleasure, during the day. 
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he wns exempted from the miseries of our 
wretched situation, during tl^ most severe part 
of the Winter. 

After his misfortune, we seldom ventured to 
go on deck; and, as we could neither walk, 
Bor stan.d upright, below, we were obhged, for 
leveral weeks, to sit muffled in great-coats, 
with our bed clothes wrapped round our lower 
extremities, and beating our feet on the boards 
from day to day, to prevent the loss of our 
limbs. When it blew hard, which was frequently 
the case, our situation was truly melancholy. 
Three of the ballast-ports were without stoppers, 
and consequently admitted both winds ^nd 
waves. Hence, through all the storms of a 
most inclement Winter, we were reduced to 
the disagreeable alternative of being pinched 
with cold and drenched in water, by allowing 
them to continue open ; or sitting in darkness, 
almost total, by stufBng them with rubbish ; 
the only admissible light, in that case, being 
what passed through the two panes of glass in 
Ihe port of our castle. In this situation, we 
endeavoured, as miK^h as possible, to amuse 
ourselves with reading : but in this we labored 
under paijiful restrictions, the use of candles 
being prohibited, after eight o*Clock at night. 
This prohibition was so severely enforced, that 
we were frequently insulted for a few minutes 
excess s and, on one or two occasions^ a rufTiau 

O 2 soldier 
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soldier, having unbolted the cover of the hatch- 
wa}^ came down and kicked our candtes from 
before us. 

Under these circumstances, without variation, 
except what depended on the weather, did we 
languish, during the three dreary turbulent 
months, from the 25th of December till March 
25th. And, in addition to the sufferings to 
•which they exposed us, sickness and pain pre- 
vailed to a considerable extent. In the course 
of the Winter, several were obliged to be sent 
on shore for the preservation of their lives; j-et 
many others, real objects of compassionate 
attention were left behind. 

With me, these months passed very uncom- 
fortably. I had two or three attacks of Gout, 
though no regular fit; and a bilious complaint, 
to which I had been long subject, was frequently 
troublesome. Latterlv, from total want of ex- 
ercise, cold, &c. I became very much crippled. 
Indepd, I could scarcely be otherwise; for, 
dreadfully inclement as the season was, I did 
not enjoy the comfort of fire-heat, or even the 
sight of a fire, for ten ihinutes, during the 
period I have mentioned, viz. from December 
25th until the 25th of M'^rch. It is true, the 
gloom of the castle was somewhat dissipated by 
the kindness of a few friends, ivho continuc'd 
their visits occasionally wiien the weather would 

^ * lidmit. 
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admit. Yet, after .the removal of Messrs. 
Teimeut, Simms, .and some others of my mess, 
my hpurs would have passed very heavily, had 
it not been for the lively, rational, and enter- 
taining conversation of a Mr. David B. Warden. 
Now, that I have mentioned this younir man, 
I hope i shall be excused for adding, that he 
was only 9,. poor Probuf loner ; under the care 
of the Presbytery of whic h 1 was an vnworlby 
Member'^ihat his father was tenant to the Earl 
ef Londonderry, father of Lord V. Castlereagb, 
Minister of the day— rthat, after the Insurrection 
in the County of Down, he obtained, with 
great difficulty, permission to emigrate to 
America — that, for several years, he has been, 
and now is, Secretary to the American Legation 
at Paris— and that, besides filling that depart- 
nient with honor to himself, and satisfaction to 
the state, he has been rising as regularly, jind 
almost as rapidly, in the literari/ world, as the 
san of his iather*s landlord has been sinking, in 
the political. 

Thus far, I have written, partly from memorj, 
and partly from detached memoranda, having 
kept no regular journal, till after my arrival in 
Scotland. However, I have not related a single 
circumstance, but on the most perfect reVol- 
lection, which I could command, aided by these 
memoranda. Many things, truly painful and 
offensive^ I have left unmentioned, because 

1 attributed 
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of the Irish, innHowing us only TWELVE PENCff^ 
I>er day,' that money would be an article of 
equal necessity. Yet to these circunistance* 
no attention whatever was paid. From our 
situation on shipboard^ we had no means of 
keeping any clotlies, except ^hat we swere 
using, and a few changes of linen, with some 
other small articles. When I was hurried off, 
iny whole wardrobe, except what was on my 
back, consisted of one pair of stockings, and 
""two shirts, only one of which was clean; and 
of money I was totally destitute, ha^ing lent 
my last guinea to the -Captain of the ship, the 
day before. Fortunately, the rumor of Messrs. 
Tennent, &c. being on their way to the quay, 
to be put on board ship, and transported, no 
body knew wbilher, reached Mrs. Dickson. 
The idea instantly occurred to her, that, as 
they had formerly been my fellow-prisoners, 
I might be called for, and carried with them. 
On this, she dispatched a messenger to the 
quay, with eight guineas— a/Z she had in her 
possession. These, to my greal comfort, arrived 
in time to be delivered to nie by our naval 
guardian. Captain Steel: but. a boat would 
not be granted to have my washables and other 
clothes, then in. Belfast, sent for, that they 
might be forwarded by the same conveyance. 

Thus scantily equipped and provided, was I, 
with my old messmates, shoved off from the 

Postlewaite 
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Postlethwaite, my relatives, atid my country, 
to enter upon a short, but stormy, voyage, and 
pass into a long ^xile; or, as my reverend 
fathers and brethren of the Synod of Ulster 
interpreted the matter; thus did I, in contempt 
of a law of their body, set out on my ** removal 
to a foreign country, and thereby forfeit all right 
and claim of my wife and children, on my 
demise, to the benefits of a fund, for the support 
of the widows and Orphans of Presbyterian 
ministers^ to which I had contributed, as a 
subscriber, for TWENTY EIGHT YEARS. 

About half an hour wafted us from the side of. 
the " Postlethwaite" to that of the *' Aston 
Smith," which was accompanied by an armed 
Tender, for our protection. Being ushered on 
Board, we were shewn down to the hold, where 
\re found Thomas Addis Emmet, John 
Sweetman, John Chambers, Roger and Arthur 
O'Connor, John Swiney, Edward Hudson, 
Joseph Cormick, William James M^Nevin, 
Matthew Dowling, Thomas Russel, Hugh 
Wilson, William Dowdall, George Coming, 
• Samuel Neilson, and Joseph Cuthbert. On 
looking round, we perceived, to our great satis- 
faction, twenty births, tolerably decent and 
clean, four of which were reserved for ns. We 
learned also, that, in addition to the provisions 
put on board b)^ order of government, the Dublin 
prisoners had been allowed to lay in a conside- 

p rablc 
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x^le stxfx^k, ^ their Q\yp expense?. TTlus was 
a. fortufla/;]^ ciDC^ip^tanije iSor fls Ifl'ortberus, a^ 
[ Qwr .d^(f n(iQn f?n bo^rd was protpaqted by the 
sevjeri^y of iY\^ weather, i^^. w.9 liad been allowed 
neitbei^ tifijp, nor pppqrtuijLi,tyj to j[ay ii^ a inorsel 
for ourselves. 

On the 26th. of March, about four o'clock in 
the morning, w^p and our armed escort mad^ 
sail, in ^ hapd gale, which soon encreased to a 
. perfect storm. We got up to the Cuml)raes 
Isles, at the mouth of the river Clyde, in Ipss 
than nine liours. Happily for us all, we had 
d^-y-lighjl^ ftnd tj^e wind neafly astern, as our 
yessel was. greatly^ deficient in ballast, ^nd th^ 
9r^w§ of. bpth CJiiire straiigersy not only to tite 
river Clyide^ l)y,t to the Nortfi ClianneL I|i tlie 
evening^, w^ c^me to anchor, a few miles, up 
the river. Next d^y, we adva^iced little, as .v.? 
had eithjBra ^^d c^lm, or cpi[ij:rary Tj'inds* iji 
squalls from th^ mountains, ai^d an out- ru^n^i^g 
tide, as usujsil, . for seyen hours. On the n^orning 
of the 28th we made loo^e, kept turning ifp the 
whole time of .i^ood, against a hard gale> with 
$udden squalls, and, in the afteraopn^ came to^ 
about two miles below Greenock, after haTi9g 
ps^rrowly espaped bfting put ashore. During ih* 
whole of the 29th. it J^lew a storm ; and th? 
wind continued so violent on theSOth. that the 
phips could not attempt turning up to Greenock. 
However, as pur travelling equipage fron;i 

Edinburgh^ 
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Edioburghf^ with a Colonel Hay and three king's 
messengers froin London, had arrivedj and wero 
in waiting, it was determined by tt)eni to land 
us at Goorock, a small town, nearly opposite^ 
l^nd rather tp leeward; but as the \yind blew sq 
fresh, and the sea ran so higti, that this could 
not be safely attempted in boats, ordersr were 
given to run the vessel^ as close as possible, into 
the small creek before the town, for the purposej 
as soon as gua^rds should be seen on the shore to 
receive us. This short delay g^ye us an oppor- 
tunity of viewing, from the decjj^^ a train of 
carrislges, which excited some idea of Magnifi" 
cente-, and a body of horse and foot, whicb^ 
fifty years ago, would have been called /' an 
srmj/,*^ n^ar^Qhing in their rear, aqd afterwards 
drawn MP on the beach. From what all of uf 
hid experienced, or knpwn,^ of military duties 
and discipline, 4uriiig some preceding years» I 
need hhrdly say that the appearance of such a 
force excited an idea very different from thi? 
former. Be that as it may, they had no sooner 
becoQtie stationary, than a signal was given, on 
which our ship made loose, and ran into the 
bay, in doing which she was within half her 
length of bumping on a stony point;, ^^d in ^ 
heavy surf. However, thank God, we got 
lafe ashore, though with considerable difficulty^ 
wd, as some thought, with no little danger. 

P 2 Thu| 
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Thus escaped from the dangers of winds 
and waves, I ^all pause for a moment to review 
the five days, during which w^ were exposed 
to them. That these dangers were encreased 
by the ignorance or neglect of those, to v^ hom 
the outfit fot our voyage was entrusted by 
government, I have already said. If it pro- 
ceeded, from neglect, I now say, that that 
neglect was worse than shameful ; as, however 
lightly their employers might have borne the 
gain of our loss i they could not be supposed to 
be pleased with sending our guards and navi- 
gators, merely as a forlorn hope, to perish with 
us; even though the ships and stores should 
be thought unworthy of notice. And in justice, 
I add that this ignorance, or neglect, was the 
only thing, subject to the control of government, 
of which we had cause to complain, on the 
present occasion. Our births, as I have already 
said, were as comfortable as could be expected, ' 
our bed-sacks and blankets being new and clean« 
With the aid of some private stores, our bfeak-^ 
fasts and dinners, though somewhat coarse^ 
were good and plentiful. And, during ouc 
stay on board, the behaviour of our soldiers 
and seamen w^s correct, civil, and ' obligingj 
Fron> the same sense of justice, and as an 
encouragement to other soldiers to imitate their 
example, I subjoin, that " our guard was a 
j>arty of the Angusshire Fencibles, under th^ 

command 
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command of a Captain Evving, and a junior 
Officer, whose name I am sorry that I cannot 
recollect." 

As these circumstances placed us as much at 
fase^ as our situation would admit,' and left 
us free from external interruption, we were at 
pei'fect liberty to indulge in conversation, for 

9 

which we were not at a loss for matter, or 
iuclination. We were twenjty in number All 
of «s had been prisoners, not only in different 
gaols, but different provinces. Hence, though 
strangers personally, we w^ere mostly known 
to each other, hy name and character. And 
though, the circumstances and pretext?, under 
which we were committed and confined, were 
widely differcnf, a community of Mifferinp^ 
drew as at once, by a common sympathj', into 
a common mass. Hence, as ^^evy one had 
much to communicate,' and all were anxiouf^ 
to know the concerns of their fellow-sufferers, 
had we been confined to the hold of our ship, 
for five weeks, instead of days, the time would 
have been too short for our various recitals. In 
fact, they so fully employed our tongues, and 
occupied our attention, that, so far from think- 
ing or speaking of any thing else, we seldom 
took time to indulge in conjecture, or reasoning, 
concerning our djestination, though to us— to 
me at least— perfectly unknown, till after our 
landing in Scotland. Sometimes, indeed, the 
' - * state 
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State of the unhappy Neilsoh, one of our number 
silenced every tongue, and wounded every heart. 
A severe fever, under which he had long 
laboured in Dublin, and . notwithstanding the 
c^nltnuance of which) he bad been barbarously 
embarked with tb€ other prisoners, had rendered 
hiin, not only weak, brit completely delirious; 
This weakness and delirium still contitiued^ 
artd were not entirely removed till long after our 
arrival at Fort-George* 

As some may read this Narrative, to whom 
we^ or most of us, twenty are totally unknown, 
and who nisyr wish to know who, and whence 
we were, and of what description ; this plac« 
maybe as proper, as any other for the gratifi- 
cation of their curiosity. With a view to this, 
as I have already inserted, ouj* names, I have 
only to add, that we vvere selected from the 
three province^ pf Ulster, Leinster, andMunster^ 
l[>ttt, principally, from the city of Dublin, and 
town of Belfast ^ that we comprehended, in our 
body, three magfstrates, three barristers, two 
physicians, oneattorne3% one apothecary, one 
printer and bookseller, one printer and propri- 
etor of a News paper, one dentist, one military 
captain, one runner to a bank, one merchant 
Taylor, and one Pre^bj^terian Miniver, with 
an eniinent Porter brewer ; two wholesale 
merchants, one broker, aiid tvvp young gentle- 
men^ ^ithout prpfession, trade, or calling. 

- In 



In tU).s statement there ma^ be one error, 
|>^i4^ sojpe incorrectness. The errof may be^ 
ki respect to the Messrs. O'Connor, whose 
being Magistrates I have mentioned on report ; 
but that they were both Counsellors is matter of 
eertainty. The incorrectness is in saying that 
such and such gentlemen " then were/' Magis- 
trates &c. &c. ; .whereas I should have said, 
** they Lad been/* viz. before their arrest. 
There is a defect also. To the professional part 
I shoald have added " A Clergyman of the 
established Church/' as Arthur O'Connor was 
ordained as such, previous to his l^eing called 
to the Bar ; and, as episcopal ordinatioa 
impresses an ijidelibH charact€rj he not only, 
then was, and now is, but ever m^ast be, a 
Clergyman. Of our circumstances, I shall only- 
say, that we had all been indepcndefit'-^most 
of us respectable in our professions-*9ome 
possessed of large capitals in trade — and others 
of considerable landed property. Perhaps it 
may not be amiss to ipention here, that,' as we 
were selected from the three principal provinces 
of I'reland, we were respectively members of die 
three principal Churches in the Kingdom, aad 
whicjii aloue government has yet ac^chowledgedL 
as Churches. Nor is it unworthy of notice, that 
the number of Catholics, Protestants, and 

Presley t^rians, ii) our little qolonj^, was in an 

vwcrse 
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inverse ratio o^i\\e number of each denominatioDjr 
in Ireland at large. Perhaps, tlie proportion 
may be stated as follows, though not corfectlyl 

Catholics, Vfvo tlilidH of the people, prisoners,^ 4 
Fiesbyterians, more lha\i one fiith of do. do. 

Protestants, less than ooe seventh of Jo. do, 10 ! f I 

From this statement, a fact truly anomalous, 
two presumptions arise: 1st. Asa majority of 
the prisoners were deemed principal authors and 
proraotei's of the Irish insurrection; and, a^ 
only one fifth of said prisoners were Catholics ; 
the representation of that insurrection as " a 
Popish rebellion*' cannot be confided in as the 
very truth. 2dly. That, the Protestant ascen- 
Viency in Ireland, however pre-eminent in 
splendid titles, lucrative offices/ and overwhelm- 
ing power, has as litlle pre-eminencie to boast 
of in loyalty, as in numbers, xvJicre loyalty is left 
ta provide far itself. 

Having endeavoured to do justice to our 
convoy, and mentioned such circumstances^ 
.concerning us, as strangers might wish to be 
informed of, I shall now proceed w^ith my 
Narrative, which will present, to n'y readers, 
persons and things, so characterislicaJly different 
from thpse exhibited in tfte preceding pages, - 
that, did it rest mertlv on niv, own credit, I 
jqould scarcely expect to be txlhved. And I 
am sorry to say that the contrast between our 

treatment 
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treatment in Ireland, and that which we expe- 
rienced from our first setting foot on British 
ground, must evel* cast a dark shade over the 
Irish Minister, his minions, and his measures^ 
of the Summer of 1798, and the three succeeding 
years. However, truth ought to be told s and 
justice requires that I should represent, fairly 
and honestly, the conduct of the British govern- 
ment, and its servants with whom I was parti- 
cularly connected, during tioo years and nine 
months of exile and imprisonment. And, in 
doing this, I shall confine myself to extracts 
from my journal, and copies of official documents, 
at this moment in my possession. 

I have said that we were landed, at Goorock, 
on the 30th. of March. On the beach, the 
military were drawn up in two lines, between 
which we were coiiducted, with polite attention, 
by colonel Hay and the king's messengers, to 
four coaches, into which we were handed, five 
and five. This ceremony over, our military 
escort took their stations— i-the infantry in our 
front and rere, and captain Bird with forty 
four of the Rutland Horse, twenty-two on each 
side. Thus arranged, and accompanied by a 
multitude, which, ^ot only crowded the road 
but covered the adjacent fields, we proceeded 
to Greenock (two miles and an half) in solemn 
silence, and with funeral pace. Here, our 
reception and entertainment excited an equal 

Q pleasure 
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pleasure BtiA surprise. Imtead of being thrusit 
into a blachhole, a military guard-home, sttinkinj^ 
prevost, or gloomy prison, fortified With ^^^ and 
iars, and parcelled out in dark, damp, (:old, 
and hed'tess cells, we were ushered into a large 
assembly room, with a blading coal-fire; and, 
instead of a Junk of beef in an iron-bound tub, 
with coarsest ship-bread, and a ju^ of vapid 
fmall beer ; in about twenty minutes, we were 
shewn across a lobby, into another handsome 
room of equal size, where we found a very good 
dinner, neatly laid out, and servants to attend 
us. . At table, we had good porter and ale, in 
abundance', and, after dinner, a pint of port each. 

In the evening, Colonel Hay, and the king's 
Messengers, Messrs. Smyth, Sylvester, and 
Scott, called on us, and told us, that they were 
Ordered to get, from us, the money in iour 
possession, which they would return, on our 
arrival at Fort- George. This demand wa5 
immediately complied with, hy some wholly; 
by others, I believe, only in part. On receipt 
cif this money they retired, and did not appear 
again for several hours, except to ihtrbduce 
^ome respectable merchants, who wisheil to see 
two of our number, Messrs. Tennent and Simms. 
with whom they bad been in the habit of com- 
mercial intercourse. 



. » 
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Their introduction led to the knowledge tliat, 

OQ the representations in government papers^ 

the Irish insurrection was firmly believed; in 

Scotland^ to be a real Popish rebellion. One of 

the gentlemen^ who kpew that Messrs. T^nnent 

and Sfihtts were( Prqsbyterians, and having 

learned tb^at I y^as a miniister pf that p^rsuasion^ 

in a low voice expressed his surprise that we 

would connect ourselves witb Papists^ and iQUch 

more that we would be concerned in a Popish 

rehelBciL Overhearing this, I infaerfered* wd 

asked thd gent^man^ in a voice equally low, 

why he called the insurjcection, inljreland, '^ a 

P^'sh rcbeUian /*' He answered, pectly that 

" be did so, on the authority of governments 

and that it was knowrp to ^e a fact.*^ I replied, 

tbat ^' such an assertion was one of the many 

falsehoods, by whiph the people of Britain were 

J deceived and j^isled, in resjpect to.Ireland.'^ Af 

/ this seemed to offend bim, I then asked him^ 

r what opiatoi he supposed the Irish goveroinent 

t& enteriain of us twenty^ then pfeseat T<> 

(birhe answered, ratber peevisbly» but without 

reserre, thai ^tbcy must coosider m, a^ tkg nfoslr 

giulty, orJi^ nM^ dw^eroust or tbiey would not 

bave d&tingmshtd us, aa diey had done/' On 

fids, uritb a\Ttew to jremoy^ ^a id^^ equally 
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•vicious, I withdrew, to aside 
our names, classed by our 
All. as underneath. 



T. A. Emmet, 
R. CyComior, 
A. O'Connor, 
John Chalmers, 
Mat. Dowling, 
Thomas RosscU, 
Edward Hudson, 
Hugh Wilson, 
Wm. Dowdall, 
Robert Hunter. 



^ 






shewn a ^ 

room of ^i*^ 
dinner^ iT***** 

■ 

^^^ At j^^pe^ I returned, and put my littl • 
abiindar ^ his hand, whispering; *^ please, Sii 
^gt that; and then tell me what become 
jj^ " ' jf^ Popish Rebellion, on your own sup 
< _ii* ^^ government consider us^ as tli 
, ^ffil^f or most dangerous of its enemies?*^ 

posse|^iIe bis eyes were intent on the paper, h< 
^^riv^g^. surprised, and perplexed; and, oi 
innn^grtlfig it, hinted a suspicion that I vf^ jesting 
^y Stb Mto- On this I passed it round my fellow 
^f \-\s(itk»Bt asking them, as it circulated, whethe 
^g® had- truly stated their religious profession 
is^|[lle8tion, which all answered in the affii 
^.^ mativ 



tW' 

wi 
m 



Sha^U 1 be deemed officious in this exposure, I b 
it nay be remembered, that I did no more than t 
I Commiitees of Irish Lords and Commons had do 
-' 1II0« in various par:s of their valuable Reports, dat 
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inative, attracted the attention of other gentle- 
men present. The paper was, therefore, handed 
to each of them, and on perusing it> and being 
informed of the purpose for which it was 
written, then faith in the representations, which 
had been pressed upon them asfaithfuly seemed 
to be shaken. At any rate, during the remain- 
der of their stay with us. Popish Rebellion was 
hot even hinted at. Considering this develope 
ment as an act of justice to the Scottish 
mind, I repeated it, more than once, during 
our journey. • 

In the course of the evening, we had tea 

served, which, with its accompaniments were 

all good. A little before ten o'CIock, our 

guardian Angels appeared, and informed us, 

that we were all to sleep in the room where 

we then were ; and that, as we were to set out 

earl}', they had taken the liberty to order beds. 

Soon after, servants appeared, cleared off tables, 

chairs, &c. ; and, equally to our surprise and 

satisfaction, brought in twenty good teather-beds, 

with blankets, sheets, bolsters, pillows, &c. 

perfectly clean, which they -arranged neatly on 

the floor. This over, ^ we were accommodated 

with Porter, Ale, or a draught of Brandy and 

water, at our own choice, previous to our going 

to bed ; and then told, " that we need not get 

up in the morning, till called. No sentinels 

were 
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were placed m our room^ but guards were 
staftioned in the lobby, hall, and around the 
bouse, during the night, in great abundance. 

Sunday, March 31st. we were roused eariy, 
and proceeded in our coaches, under our escort 
of cavalry^ to Bishopton-Inn, (eleven miles) 
where we found the fkmily and servants all ia 
waiting, and in full-dress; and the breakfast- 
table set out in a style, on which even the eye 
of a Doctor Johnson might have dwelt with 
pleasure. After breakfast, we were driven 
through Renfrew, Govan, and the Gorbals of 
Glasgow, During this part of our journey, 
not only the roads, but adjoining fields, were 
perfectly crowded with people, ^ho kept pace 
inrith us for many miles. On bur approach to 
piasgow, the multitude became so great, that 
our escort seemed to have some apprehensioa* 
pf a rescue, though the conduct of the multi« 
tude was perfectly peaceable, and their coun<- 
teaances expressive only of seriousness and 
anxious curiosity. About five, jn the afternoon^ 
we reached HamiltOQ, after a journey of tliirty« 
three miles, where we found a pretty good 
dinner in readiness,, witb Porter, Ale, and Wine» 
as on the preceding dliy. In the evening, we 
were served with tea, and afterwards accoo^** 
modated with a draught of Porter, Ale^ op 
Spirit»> ^d waler, and twenty g^od beds^ as 

at 



»AWlAtIVE. 119 

at Greenock. Here also^ the principal gen- 
tlemen of the place waited on us, and paid us 
the most polite attention. 

The progress and enteFtainment of these two 
days I have c(^ied, verbatim, from notes thea 
taken ; and> as there was little variety^ in these 
two respects, daring the remainder of our 
journey, I shall only add, that we did not, in 
any one instance, fare worse, and, ipntorethan 
one, not only much better, but Sitfnptuousfy. 
In Aberdeen, our dinner was equal to any thin; 
of the kind I have ever seen or tasted, in variety 
and elegance. We sat down to tzoenty-sev^n 
d»bes, including all the rarities of the country, 
cooked in style, and elegantly laid out. Oar 
side-board made a good appearance ; fif€ ser« 
vants attended us ; our wine, both red and 
white, w$rs good ; and the quantity left to our 
own discretion. In the evening, we had sevenU 
visitants, among whom were some of the magis- 
trates, military gentlemen, and other genteel 
inhabitants df the place ; as also C£(pt)sitn Bird, 
commander of our military escort, who politely 
came to fake leave of us, after an accompaniment 
of tSI miles. To him and the' dragoons under 
Iris command, I feel that my feeble praise is 
justly due. During tins long, and to them 
cold, ' and fatiguing journey, his and their 
l>ehaviour to us was attentive and respectful; 
^d, though in our approach to some ot the 

larger 
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larger tawns> and passage along their streetis^ 
the crowd was so compact that progressive 
motion was scarcely possible^ not an individual 
received a blow, an insult, or even an impas* 
sioned curse, except in one instance so far as I 
know. Justice calls for the same tribute, witliout 
exceptiouy to the Windsor Foresters, an equal 
number of which accompanied us, during the 
remainder of our tour ; 107 miles. Were I to 
hazard a supposition, I would add that we owed 
to the splendor df our coaches and respectful 
behaviour of our guards, some share of that 
respect, which was paid us by the multitude^ in 
many places, through which we passed. On 
. Qur route, from Barry to Fort- George, it wa$ 
more than once observed, " that we must be very 
great men, or we would not have been escorted 
1i>y such a retinue.'' This idea was not unnatural, 
as a troop of horse had not been seen, in that 
quarter, from 1746 until our arrival. 

Of the military, who not only guarded the 
doors, but encompassed the walls, of the Inns 
where we breakfasted, took our meridian 
refreshment, or dined and slept, my feelings 
oblige me to express my unqualified approbation. 
They were, generally, the volunteers (yeomen) 
of the towns and villages, where we stopped. 
The conduct of the privates was uniformly 
correct, inoffensive^ and discreet; and to the 
officers we owed some of the comforts, and much 

of 
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©f the local information, which our journey 
supplied. To the gentlemen of Perth, in parti- 
cular, I am indebted for personal attentions, the 
recollection of which I shall ever cherish with 
gratitude and pleasure. 

Of the magistrates, and other gentlemen, who 
vfere admitted to visit us, during nine successive 
evenings, I must say, that their conduct was to 
us truly pleasing. We had not one instance of 
impertinent intrusion, or even an attempt, so 
far as I know, to procure admission to our room, 
without our previous consent : nor do I recollect 
a word, or look, which could lead to the suspi- 
cion that their object was merely to stare at, 
much less to insult, " wild Irishmen,^* ©r " Irisk 
rebeb,** or " both united.** That their curiosity 
was strong, not only to see, but converse witji, 
us, cannot be doubted, frpm the rumors that 
must have preceded us; especially, as the 
person and manners of an Irishman were as 
much unknown to the great mass of the Highland 
people, soldiers stnd a few sailors excepted, as 
thoseof a Hottentot, Esquimaux, or Laplander. 
Yet, generally, an interest in our situation 
seemed stronger than the desire of knowing who 
we were, or what we were like; and several, 
when leiaving us, expressed, not only their wish, 
but hope, that we would be speediJy released, 
*nd restored to our liberty, country, and friends. 

. R "-^ Yrom 



122 REV. DR. iDiCKSON'S 

From our outset, On this journey, till our 
arrival at Fort-George, the attention and services 
of our civil guardians, his vaajesty^^ messengers. 
Were grieat and uninterrupted. While they 
watphed over us, they were uniformly ministering 
to us, mortiing, noon> and night: so that our 
• comfortable accommodation seemed as much 
an object of their care, as our safe custody. 
Nor, were their services confined to the supply 
of present wants. Alarms imposed upon them 
the task of providing for oilr security again^ 
future evils. At Greenock, we got accounts of 
Fort- George, equally unfavorable and unfoun* 
ded. The account of the climate Was chilling ^ 
and that of the supposed difficulty of procuring 
clothes suitable to it half-froze us. Hence we 
determined to purchase, by the way, flannels^ 
warm waistcoatings. Wrappers, &c. &c. where- 
^ver to be had, and to have them stQwed in our 
coaches. On iiientioning this determination to 
our guardians who were also our purse- bearers^ 
they kindly proposed to purchase for us^ and 
pay our accounts, which they did to a conside- 
rable amount, to our great satisfaction, and with 
equally great trouble to themselves. In the 
different towns, where we spent a nighty they 
went from shop to shop ; and, wherp <>rders 
were not sufficiently explicit, they had the 
gQods sent to us, that we might x^hoose and 
market, according to our own judgment. In 
this and every thing else/ by which they could 

serve 
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serve us, all three were civil and obliging ; but 
Mr, Sylvester acted the part of a brother, or 
rather submitted to the drudgery of a slave^ 
duriog our whole journey. 

Justice, honor, gratitude, jointly demand that 
I should now say something of Major, after- 
wards Colonel, flay; and of him I can savr 
nothing but good. His attention and fatigue 
were great iqdeed. During the ten days of our 
journey we never saw him, till after dinner, and 
theuj only for a short time. Though he had 
expresses regularly forwarded, to have provision 
made for our entertainnient and accommodation, 
yet he was off before u^^ on horseback, every 
morniug, in tin^e to have our breakfast set out 
at the first stage, while h^ was taking his own. 
Iq like manner he preceded us to the second, 
and ordered cold nieat and other refreshmeats 
to be in readiqess for us. And, at the evening 
stage he visited the kitchen, examined the beds in 
tbe house, aqd where the number was short of 
twenty, or the quality not sufficiently good, he 
ordered the deficiency to be supplied by the 
principal inhabitants of the place. In short, 
his conduct, both on our journey and after- 
wards, was such, that, when we saw the account 
of his having fallen a victim, in the. Helder 
expedition, we mourned him as a brother. 

That these circumstances were, to us, highly 
gratifying, cannot be doubted. That they im- 

B 2 pressed 
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pressed our minds with opinions and sentiments , 
as highly favorable to our guards,, guardians, 
and the people, through whom we were passing, 
must be naturally supposed. Yet this gra'tifi- , 
cation was not without alloy. We were captivei 
in a foreign land, on our way to a fortified 
military prison, under the control of military 
strangers, far removed from friend or acquaint- 
ance, and the consoling endearments of parent, 
brother, wife, or children. We could not ba- 
nish the recollection of the prisons in our native 
country, under the control of our countrymen, 
and regulated by the mandates of an Irish 
Minister or his executioners. The severities and 
sufferings in Kilmainham and Newgate, pressed 
upon the memory, and harrowed up the feelings 
of some 5 while others shuddered at the recol- 
lection of the noise and nastiness of a Belfast 
bhck'hole : the privations, alarms, and stench 
of its Prevost prison ; and the horrors of ^Jbat^ 
ing Bastilcy in which their lives had been twice 
endangered, by the extremes of heat and cold, 
in the short space of eight months. With these 
recollections, fresh upon our memory, we could 
not look forward without bristling apprehen- 
sions. Not only confinement, bolts, bars, bay- 
onets, and ball-cartridges, not to mention, iron- 
bound tubs, vapid small-beer, and stinking 
pork; but narrow, dark, damp, dirty, an.^ 
bed-less cells, ruthless gaolers, heavy iroa^ 
brutal sheriffs, deadly doctors, and ruffian tur 
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keys, presented themselves to our imagination; 
especially, when the possibility occurred to our 
thoughts, that the breath of the Irish Minister, 
or his minions, might be wafted across the 
Northern Channel, and poison the atmosphere, 
even of Fort-George. To these apprehensions, 
gloomy as they were, a darker hue was given, 
by the uncertainty how long our confinement 
and exile might be continued, to what more 
distant region ourbs^nishment might be extended, 
or to what distresses we, and the dearest objects 
of our affections might be destined. 

Though this uncertainty had continued to 
hang over us for years, thank God, and the 
worthy people, into whose charge we were 
about to be delivered, our apprehensions, were, 
in some particulars, almost immediately soothed, . 
and, soon after, dissipated. The change in our 
situation and treatment was so great and so 
pleasing, that sometimes, I could not restrain 
my imagination from playing with the thought 
that I had beeu transported not only, to a new 
, Heaven and a new Earth, but to the society of 
spirits more perfect, than those, by which I had 
been haunted, for months before. 

On Tuesday, April 9th. we arrived at Fort- 
George. Our entrance might be called solemn. 
The very aspect of the place made it so to me, 
who had never, before, seen a regular fortification. 

A numerous 
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A numerpus guard was drawn out, and the 
multitude assemhied, which included great part 
of the rank^ and fashion of the country^ was 
80 numerous that persons^ unacquainted with 
the improved state of the nortliern counties of 
Scotland, and, consequently encreased numbers 
of its inhabitants might have supposed that one 
half of their population was collected, on the, 
occasion. Through them and the guards, our 
€oaches drove to a stair, up which we were 
conducted to the rampart: and thence along a 
wooden bridge, thrown across the street oa our 
account, to the third floor of the garrison ; and 
shown into a spacious room, where we found 
an uncommonly large grate filled with a blading 
coal- fire. 

We had not enjoyed this many minutes, when 
lieutenant colonel Stewart, (the lieutenant 
governor) the Fort-major, and some other 
officers, made their appearance. Panting s^s 
we were with anxiety to know our fates, their 
minds did not seem to be nmch more at ease^ 
than ours. After a few polite inquiries concer- 
Biog ourjourney, healthy accommodations, &c. 
^c. the lieutenant governor, taking a paper, 
from his pocket, said : " gentlemen, it is neces- 
.sary that I should read to you the orders, which 
I have received from government; though I 
assure you, to me a very painful task.'* 
'That he felt it such, was evident, from the 
' tremulous 
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tremulous voice, and interrupted breath, with 

which he performed it. On perceiving, the 

indignation, which these orders excitecl^ 

expressed by every countenance, and hearing 

it from one tongue; '^ gentlemen," said he. 

As a servant of government, I cannot hear refiec^ 

thus on government. I own, I cannot reconcite 

your appearance and these orders ; yet, I miist 

obey them. However, it shall be your own 

fault, if ever they are executed with severity*** 

On this, he, and the other gentlemen, retired, 

seettiingly, and, as I believe, really, affected 

with our situation.^ 

Soon after, our table was handsomely laid out, 
and a good dinner, of Jive dishes ^ served up. We 
had two servants to attend us. Our aliowance 
«f drink was, one dozen of Porter, one of Ale, 
wd ten bottles of Port. And we were informed, 
that we might have Tea in' the Evening,'ora 
cold supper, with a bottle of Porter, or Ale, 
for each, as we should choose. 

After dinner, twenty rooms, each betweeti 

sixteen and eighteen feet square, were allotted 

.^by ballot, sixteen of which were laid with. 

hrick over the boarden floor. On taking pos- 

sessioQa 

* How different this from the conduct of our own f>etty 
'nwaru, during the preceding, yearsj I am sorry 1 caunot 
P^Qce a copy of these original instructions. I had such, bat^ 
^Qt€ how or oiher^ it has fallen aside. 
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session, we' found them clean^ dry, airy, well 
plaistered and ceiled, with windows sufficiently 
large, well glazed, and secured, on the outside^ 
with iron«bars, In each room was a neat four- 
posted bed with good curtains. Paillasse, Mat* 
tress, Sheets, one under and three upper ' 
Blankets, a cotton coverlet. Bolster, Pillow and 
Pot ; a rillsh bottomed Chair, sind small oaken 
Table; a bottle and Bason, a commode, fire- 
irons, coal-box, candlestick, snuffers and extin^- 
guisher ; all entirely new, and good in their 
kind. To these was afterwards added a bell, on 
the outside of each door, with two pulls on the 
inside, one at the fire-place, and one at the bed, 
that in case of sickness, fire, or alarm, our 
keepers might be roused, and assistance pro- 
cured. Four invalids were exempted from duty, 
for our service, and allowed double pay ; two, 
tQ make our beds, keep our rooms clean, and do 
otha: chamber and personal services ; and the 
other two, to kee^ our knivesj forks, spocms 
&c. as they ought to be, bring our provisions' 
from the Inn, and attend us at table. Each of 
us had Captains allowance of coal and candle; 
nor did we burn a dipped candle, except for, 
one Fortnight, during my residence in the Fort. 
For our health, equal provision was made. The 
Surgeon of the Fort had instructions to attend us, 

« 

and supply us with Medicine, when necessary, 
which he regularly did. la one instance of 

dangerous 
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dangerous illness, a Physiciaa was called, from 
the distance of sixty miles, and liberally paid by 
goirernment. Were 1 here to pass unnoticed the 
•attentions of the Rev* Mr. Stulker, Chaplain of 
t)ie Fort, I should tiiink myself unpardonable^ 
as they were equally kind and unremitting. 

The preceding statement I have made, with 
the most scrupulous exactness, and publish with 
great pleasure, as a tribute justly due to the 
British ministry and the servants of the crown, 
with whom we were placed. In any circum- 
stances such attention and liberality would have 
done them honor. But, with such representa- 
tions and instructions from Ireland as gave rise 
to the orders transmitted to Fort-George, under 
ivhich our confinement was, not only almost 
uninterrupted and solitary, but such as nearly 
precluded conversation, even during the few 
liours that our doors were unlocked, their 
conduct was more than honorable, and shall ever 
command my warmest praise. Nay, when I 
contrast it with what / knew, witnessed, and 
fiK during the preceding year, in what was 
*' my countrj/" but ?iow is, or yet may be, I 
how not what, through the intrigues of an 
apostate, and the enormities of a faction, into 
whose hands God, in his displeasure, seems to 

s have 
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have delivered it, I feel praise too cool for theif 
merits, and language too feeble for the expres- 
sion of my sensations.* 

On the morning afte^ our arrival, we were 
tfsited by the king's messengers^, who, accord- 
ing to promrse, returned each of us the money' 
given them at Greenock, or faithfully accounted 
for it. Major Hay also called on us, before he 
left the Fort. After some conversation, he asked 
me, as I believe ffk did the other prisoners, my 
name, my profession, the former place of my 
residence, my age, aftd tlie number of my family j 
the answers to all which questions he wrote in 
his. pocket-book. On my asking the reason of 
this particularity, he told me tbaty ^ from our 
appearance and conduct, and the orders, sent ta 
the governor, he was convinced that we had 
been grossly misrepresented to the British 
government— *^that he. wished, as far as he 
<;ouId, to da away such misrepresentationg^f* 
ond that, on bis arrival in London, he would 
&tate what he had seen, and what he thought^ 

respecting 

^ For seTeral months, after wrking the above, a ray of hope^ 
gccasionally, shot across my mind that this eeeming '^ visUatioif 
of wrath" might be only a wholesom'e corrcetion of national 
iheanness, corraption, and venality \ and that, in the event, if 
might produce a national renovation of mind, a resurrection of 
a pure political body, and a consequent restoration of dignity, 
Jiberty, and peace. But, from many, many things, which have 
since taken place, particularly the extinction of Ireland's poii« 
tical existence ; and the present exertions to bury her below 
the possibility of resurrection, I feel tempted to abandon even 
that hope. I will not abamdon it« ^ 
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respecting us^ to bis Majesty's Ministers/' 
This, I have every reason to believe, hyedid 
with ftdingy and with faithfulness. 

For some tir^e after this, our situation was 
variable and fluctuating. Our first ten days 
gave us the fullest conviction Jthat our Governor, 
in the discharge of his duty, meant to act with 
ii lenient hand. But, whether from new Irish 
mandates to the Duke of Portland, or from 
what other cause, unknown to us, Jie was 
obliged to change his measures. 

I^est this change, or rather these changes^ 
should be misjudged of, or doubted, I shall now 
present them, tpith all their varialiojiSy in regular 
extracts from my journal, and copies of the 
Governor's official notes. 



■v 

April ISth. Till this date, we ivere per- 
mitted to walk on the ramparts, during the 
greater part of the day, ten at a time, in tw() 
enclosures, five in each, and attended by sen- 
tinels. These were placed, two in each inclosure, 
and one in a very small intermediate space, to 
prevent our passing backward and forward. 
These inclosures were sufficiently large, for 
every purpose of air and exercise ; and so situ- 
ated that, from the banquette, we were enter- 
tained with a widely extended scenery, as varie- 
gated, wildly great, and rudely picturesque, 
^^ lyater^ moor, mountain^ 6ultiyated fields, 

S^ S . pne 
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one large handsome town, several villages, a 
few gentlemen's seals, §ome good farm-houses, 
thriving plantations of great extent, Culloden 
with all its recollections, a considerable succession 
of trading and other vessels, a constant paddling 
of ferry and fishing-boats, and a long and lofty 
ridge of the Scottish Alps, at a distance, ex- 
posing their bare heads, . and naked shoulders, 
to the pitiless storms, could present to an eye 
accustomed to tame and temperate regions. 
• Of the^ salubrity, and comparative mildness, of 
the air, nothing need be said, when it is known 
that the Fort stands upon a dry gra\^elly soil^ 
and is two-thirds surrounded by the sea, which, 
at high water, washes its walls, in circumference 
more than a mile. 

April 23d. Notice was given US3 by Major 
Bailee, that government allowance rendered 
retrenchment necessary, which accordingly 
took place : 'viz. from ten to eight bottles of 
wine, at and after dinner. 

As we had all read the few books, which, for- 
tunately, some of our pumber had packed up 
"with their luggage, we applied to the Governor 
on the 18th, for liberty to order some from 
Inverness, as also, two d^ily Newspapers from 
London. This he assured us, by a very polite 
note, be could not grant, without instructions 

firom 
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from Government. But, for tliese instructions 
he wrote imme<liately, nnd, on the return of 
post, permission to procure books was granted. 

April 2^6th. tlitherto we were indulged iit 
writing to our friends, without any other restric- 
tion than sending our letters, to the Governor, 
unsealed. As this exposed him to daily atten- 
tion, of which his situation would not admit, he 
sent us a note to-day, of which the following is 
a copy. 

; " Fort' George, Jpril, r>6, 179D. . , 

*^ Lieut.- Governor Stuart requests the Stato 
Prisoners may send their letters to him once in 
the week — on Saturday ; and that they will ab- 
stain from ali allusions to politics, or the mea- 
sures of Go^'^ernment, in their correspondence.* 

Stuakt, Lieut- Gov/* 

April 29tb. Information was given us that otr 
allowance was farther reduced— that it was 'My- 
sufficient fpr our support, on the existing ar- 
nujgement— and, therefore, tliat, besides other 
articles, we must purchase our own drink, wliick 
was not to exceed a pint of wine, and tlie same 
of porter, for each man. Spirits, as from the 
l^eginning, 4;otally prohibited. 

April SOth. This was a day of great busflc, 
and great business. We held a general coun- 
cil j opened a regular, communication withMriL 

M*Gregpr* 
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McGregor, wha supplies our table; scrutiqijzed 
her propasals; sketched various plans^ and made 
Oitt estimates; the result of ^U which was, tile 
discovery that our allowance would admit of 
Vreakfast ai»d dinner, as usual, with six boUles 
of wine, and twelve of porter, for twenty people^ 
hy ad<ling one shilling, per man, daily ; aad thai; 
several other articles, lutherto stq^plkdby Gcveri^ 
^ei}/>must be procured at our own expense. 

May Isjj. The Gfovernor, I presume, from in- 
:formation of our situation, yesterday, ordered 
lis to be furnished ^vith breakfi^st, dinner, drink^ 
.end evening tea, or supper, j^s formerly^ till tie 
iiiould receive farther instructions* 

May 6th. Instructions arriv^, an extract of 
If hich the Governor sent us by a deputatk>i|^ 
cipnsisting of Major Bailie, two other Officers, 
^nd a Mr. ^Iackay, now superintendeat of state 
parisoners ^ and was as follows : 

lieut.-Goremor Stuart encloses l^erewith an 
e .^tract from instructions he has just received 
from the Duke of Portland, by his Majesty's 
coiuyuind.-^It is needless for the Lieutenant* 
G overnor to obsen^e, that be must fulfil the 
ine^ructions corrertly,-^The prisoners will, ic^ 
consequence, withdraw to their several apart— 
Hieiits.— They will assemble to breakfast, i^t 
nii^s in the morning, by ten in number.— ^4^ 
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licrtir Witt be allowed for breakfast, when the 
other half of the prisoners will 9.ssemble— aa 
Officer J or Keeper, and a Sentinel^ being in the 
room. They will assemble in like manner, at 
two o'clock) and at four. The wine will be 
equally divided. An hour, or if the prisoners 
choose, an hour and an half, will be allowed for 
dinner. As they cannot assemble in the even- 
ing, stich of the prisoners as choose will order 
tea, or bread and cheese to their own apart* 
ments. The Lieutenant- Governor* has orderdi 
Mr. Mackay, superintendent of State pri^onei*s^ 
to call on each of the prisoners, in his own apart* 
ment, for the money they may have, which the 
^lieutenant-Governor learned from the King^s 
Messengers amounted to £ The pri- 

soners will mkrk each sum themselves opposite 
their names, and the Lieutenant-Governor has 
put his receipt at the bottom of the paper. The 
prisoners will observe, all their letters must tie 
fcnt to the Duke of Portland. The Star and 
Sun News-papers will be scut to such prisoners 
^ choose to order them, and books as formerly. 
The prisoners can only air, two at a time^which 
they inay continue to do, from nine in the 
Q^aming till eight in the evening. 

Stuaut, Lieut-Gov/' 

Be it here noted that, two hours and an half 
^eing deducted for breakf\\st and dinner, the 
^^^ for air and exercise is reduced to eigfit, 

hours 
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hoars and an half, which allows each individual 
FIFTY-ONE minutes in twenty-four hours. Be 
it observed also, tliat, as by these orders, we 
could neither breakfast nor dine, but in the 
presence of an officer, or keeper, arid a sentinel, 
lest we should have the pleasure of conversing 
freely one with another ; so the two, walking 
at the same time, were locked in separate 
inclosiires, and environed by sentinels, lest they 
should even speak to each other. I have only 
to add that, though, in the extract of orders 
sent us, pen and ink are not mentioned, in that 
given to Mr, Mackay, for his direction, the 
Duke of Portland positively prohibits their use 
by us, except for the purpose of writing to our 
friends, in the presence qf a keeper ^ and assigus, 
as a reason " the gross abuse of that privilege brf 
the Dublin pj'isoners,'* 

■ 

The most superficial observer must here per- 
ceive, that the; preclusion of conversation at our 
table, the prevention of intercourse between 
the two prisoners permitted to walk at the same 
time, and the prohibition of pen and, ink, must 
have been conceived in the same brain, and 
proceeded from the same source. And the 
reason assigned for the last makes it as plain 
that the brain was that of the Irish Minister^ 
or his clerk, and the source his heart; and that, 
when he could not poison the air of Fort- 
Geprge by his deleterious breathy he embittered it 
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by transfusmg a portion of his gaU through the 
secretarial pen of the Duke of Portland. In a 
word, it affords a strong presumption that every 
thing painful in our confinement originates in 
Ireland ;• and that we owe all that is comfortable 
fxcluswefyy to the British Minister^ and our 
worthy Governor. 

May 7th. Locked i^p yesterday evening, 
agreeable to orders. Visited thia morning, at 
eight— -locked up till nine, when we were con- 
ducted to breakfast— afler breakfast, put under 
lock till about twelve, when, to our astonish- 
ment, we were informed that we might walk» 
ten and ten, as usual, i. e. five in each inclosure, 
and continue to do so, till six in the evening. 

This indulgence, as I afterwards learned froni 
Dr. Roy, Surgeon of the garrison, we owe<l 
eutitely to the Governor, whose humanity 
conferred it, at the risque of ministerial rebuke, 
perhaps dismissal. 

Until" the receipt of the last orders, we were 
perittiitted, on Sunday mornings, to have prayer* 
in our mess-room, to which our keepers, attend- 
ants, and the soldiers on guard, paid parti^ulaf 
attention. 

May 10th* This day brought new orders, 
which were communic;ated in the following note, 

T '* Fort^Georgc 
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*' FortrGeorge, Xfag, 10, 17«#; 

^ The prisoners, ane to be locked up at alt 
limes, except when at meals, or airiog-— thqr 
Trill be permitted to eir, as foUoivs-^jal; , tea ia 
the morning, ten prisoners will go out in twk> 
.divisions, as usual, and may remain until opa 
o'clock, when the other ten may go ouf^ ^4 
remain till four o'clock, after which the prisoners 
;ire not 4o be permitted to go oat. This allows 
three hours for air and exercise, to eaieh maii^i 
they must mess in two divisions, as lormerly 
directed f ^nd it being impossible to serve eodk 
prisoner in his own apartment, ene ctiobsiBg 
pne thing and one another, they will please M 
agree among themselves, whether they williiave 
tecLj or bread and cheese &rc.-^ahd tliey wiR be 
permitted to assemble in two Divisions, ^ at 
ilinner, from s^Ven to half past eight;^ when tli§y 
must retire to- their apartments. 

Stuart, Lieut-Qor. 

N. B. To be copied by Mr. Mackay.'* 

May 12th. Sent a message to the Lieut. Gov. 
requesting a renewal of our permission to asslsm^ 
tje for pray er, on Sunday mornings, with th6 
fulditional liberty, for me tp preach to my fellow- 
prisoners. Hrs answer was that " he would he 
happy in granting every possible indulgence, 
but was sorry his orders obliged him to refuse 
iJie liberty requested, atpr€S€nt.'\ 

May 
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May 39th. Our fare continues remaikabljr 
good ; and, though out confinement be strict, 
«Bd every attention paid to our safe custody, the 
conduct of onr guards is perfectly correct, and 
that of the officers and keepers uniformly marked 
with discretion and- civility. 

Aagast 4th. Our table excellent and improv- 
iBg^ We have very fine Salmon twite or thrice 
i week, which are taken in our view, at the 
dtstance' of about 1^0 yards. Of other fish, 
bothi rott&d apd flat, we have great variety. 
0* beef, mutton. Pork, Veal, lamb. &c. are 
lemarkably good. Latterly, we have had 
plenty of garden stuffs and sallading, and some-* 
times young ducks and peas — yesterday and 
to day new potatoes. We have not wanted eggs 
aad' cold meat, at breakfast, a single day, since 
our arrival here. Our wine, porter, and ale, 
ittve been uniformly good. And, at supper, 
we have occasionally had very fine crabs and 
lobsters.^ 

T 2 September 

*' For a ^nsiderable time after oar arrival, we never had 
Ml at otir table, though we saw them daily, in the Fort, in 
fgnaX variety and abundance. This produced a peevish note to 
Mrs. McGregor. Tiiis note was answered by information 
that, as fish was so plenty, and consequently cheap, that 'none 
bat the common soldiers used them, she feared sending them to 
us would* be< attributed to selfishness or insolence. This will 
not surprise, when it is known, that the largest Cod are delivered, 
by the fishermen, at two shillings per dozen, to the houses 
where they are pickled he. for the London market ; and that 

(fish, of every other kind, is proportionably cheap— Salmon 
excepted: 
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September 14tli. This day added ^rength to 
the presumption th^t Irish influence, arising 
from Irish cabinet fears, is yet used with the 
British Minister, to intercept or abridge our 
comforts. 

For some months, applications had been made 
and repeated, in vain, to the Irish Minister, 
that Mrs. Emmet mrght be permitted to visit. 
Mr. Emmet; and communications holden with ■ 
ftie Duke of Portland, for the same purpose. 
Notwithstanding the repeated refusals in I relandj 
the Duke of Portland gi-anted the boon^ biit 
under such restrictions, that it was honorably 
declined^ as the following letter will shew. 

« Sir, 

Mrs. Emmet y wife of Mr. Emmety one of tliic 
prisoners at Fort-George^ lias obtained im/ per^ 
mission to see her husband ; but, as site is suspecledt 
if having imbibed his principles^ you ivill tak^ 
j'articular care that she shall not be ihemehns fif 
communication between hirri and tlie disaffected in 
Ireland. She is only to see him in the presence €if 
a proper psrsoriy and you are to take such steps^as 
that she may not carry any letters or papers in or 
out of the Fort. I have the fionor to be 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Portland." 

77/6' Jlon. f . . 

Lieuf.^Gov. Stuart. 
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ThoBgh tbe permission, granted in this letter^ 
be entirely due to the Duke of Portland; I 
appeal to every man of common sense whether 
the restrictions are not evidently of Irish sug- 
gestion. Should a doubt exists the fact will 
appear^ hereafter, supported by evidence equal 
to demonstration : and^ I ask, whether any one 
of tbeni has ever known, read, or heard of, 
such insulting and barbarous restrictions being 
imposed on any human being, in such circum- 
stances; much less on a lady of most respecta- 
ble connexions, and dignified character— ^mother 
of five children, languishing to visit a beloved 
husband, an exile and prisoner, five hundred 
miles distant ?* 

October 5th. We had nice fresh Herri ngs^ 
for some days past, in addition to our other fare. 
The price, to-daj", as we are told, is two pence 
per hundred. 

November 5th. This day supplied ^ sufficient 
proof of continued Irish control over our afl^irs^ 
and a disposition to harass us and our friends. 
This, however, neither surprised, nor hurt us, 
so much as the unmerited insult offered to our 
worthy Governor in the following letter, the 
origin of which cannot be doubted. 

" WliitehaU, 

* Supposing Mrs. Emmet to travel the same Highland rnads^ 
that we did, her journey from Dublin to Fort- George would 
have been 503 English miles; by London^ which was bef 
WHite^ 945. 
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" WhitenaU, (ktoher 5f*/--ir^. 

I am directed by the Dtake of Portland W 
d^sjre that you will acquaint the state prison^i 
under your care, that it will be proper for them 
to inform their correspondents in Ireland, t^aC 
all letters addressed to them should be sent opeD> 
tinder cover, to the Secretary of the civil depart* 
Kient in Dublin, who will forward them to thi* 
office, from whence they will be sent to you td 
be delivered to the prisoners. In the meat! 
time, and until you receive such letters front 
this office, you will be pleased to transmit to 
b i s grace such letters as shall arrwe at Fort- George, 
for the said prisoner s;, before they are given t^^ 
them. 

I have the honor to be. 
Sir, 

Your most obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

Endorsed, Duke of Portland 
regarding the state prisoners* 
Letters, 
October Slst.— 99'* 

■ 

The preceding was accompanied with the 
follow-ing note. 

«* Fort^George, Nov, 5tk. — 99. 

** Lieut.-Governor Stuart is somewhat si a los$ 
to account for the cause of the enclosed order- 
as he is positive no improper letters have beea 

attempted 
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mllempted to be sent to the ttaXe prisoners, since 
Jn his custody ; but» that as little delay as pos- 
sible may arise to their letters, theLieat.-dover- 
lior desires the geatlemen may immediately write 
tp their correspondents, in the terms of ihe 
secretary of state's or^ders^ and their letters will 
fc^ forwarded to the office directly. 

' , Tothe staU prisontrsJ^ 

The preceding letter not only ;pr6ves what I. 
teve already mentioned of still prevailing fears 
md SQspicions, in the Irish cabinet^ respecting 
^s, and a mean distrust in Governor Stuart ; but 
implies a want of confidence between the Irisfe 
and British secretaries, as our letters must pass 
through the oSices of both. Our worthy Gover- 
nor says that ^^ he is somewhat at a loss to acconuit 
for (lie cause of the order Kc.'^ But, why at a 
lo5s ? . Because the good man was a stranger to 
fte wretches with whom it originated,* Had 
be known their crimes and their cruelties, as 
Emitted by themselves, he would have been at 
no loss to account for their fears and their pre- 
cautions. I say, •* admitted ;" as their bills of 

indemnity 

* Let It Botbe surmised that I mean to reflect on Mr. J. King, 
"^connect luni^ or hh Grace of Portlanc?, with the wretches to 
*^honi I aUude, on a supposition^ that this order respecting our 
'*tterg^ or the preceding respecting Mrs. Enimet, originated 
'^h either. Whatever may be my opinion of his Grace, as a 
'^nustcr, I CQpcetve of hint as incapable of the meanness or 
''^Vignity firom which such orders mtfU have originaied. Nay, 
* p^y him under the necessity, to which a drvr aiding ambition 
■^ reduced hiro, of being pandar t^/the meannefla and malig- 
^tvQf rthera. 
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indemnity* while they have the force of laws to 
save them from the axe or the gallows, hav^ 
likewise the forceofself-sanctiotied proclamation 
that they deserved the one, or the other, or 
both. But guilty or not guilty, why now afraid 
or cautious, in respect to us? Ujf! ! twenty, 
poor exiles, five hundred miles distant, immured 
in a strong Fort, surrounded by guards, deprived ' 
of freedom of speech, even at our meals, and 
* obliged to write every line of our correspon- 
dence, in the presence, and with the pen and inih 
of a keeper ? This is the problem : and the 
only maxim, on which it can be solved is, that 
** g(uilt and fear are inseparable," even where 
the shadow of danger cannot be traced. 

T 

May I3th. 1800. From the last date until this 
day, nothing of great importance to us occurred,' 
as coming from the Irish government. During 
this time; however, our good governor had been 
gradually procuring indulgences for us. Several 
restrictions were totally removed, and the others 

greatlj(^ 

* In ^ preceding part of this Narrative, I have ased, per- 
haps unfortunately, flie words " apostate," " faction," intrigue/* 
and " enortnities ;" and here, 1 have mentioned my idea of 
<' Indenmity bills." Should my indiscretion, in respect to the 
former^ expose me, anew, to suspicions of aiming at an " exer- 
cise of power beyond law," I hope I siiall be permitted to tako 
shelter under the shadow of the latter. And, in tbi^ lam 
certain that all, who know me, will admit that nothing, txeept 
ifecessity, oould drive me thither, as my soat must ever deteifc 
th$ company, with whjch I ^tmM, there, ba oWlgfd toasiociate* 
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gjreatly relaxed, on his unsolicited representa- 
tions to the Duke of Portland. Not satisfied 
with this, he solicited, and obtained for us^ 
adchtional privileges and comforts> of which the 
following exhibits an instance. 

" Port'Ge(xrge, May I2ih. 1800, 

** Lieut.-Governor Stuart, having stated to 
the Duke of Portland that he did not apprehend 
any inconvenience or risk could arise from the 
stale prisoners having permission to bathe ia 
the sea, under certain restrictions, his grace has 
thought proper to grant that indulgence. Such 
gentlemen, therefore^ as wish to avail themselveg 
of that perqsission will give in their names to 
Serjeant Fletcher; and they will mention any 
three days in the week, (which days must con- 
tinue unchanged) as will best suit .them, as also 
the hour in the morning at which they would 
trish to bathe, as they must all bathe at the same 
time. The Lieut.- Governor hopes they will 
choose some hour before nine o*clock. Orders 
^\]\ be given to the guards accordingly— tha 
place for bathing is on the North side of the Fort* 

Stuart, Lieut.- Gov.' 

To the state prisoners. 

On reading this note, equally marked with 
hnmanity and politeness, the Dublin prisoners 
^ouldnot help making some comparisons between 
^e author, and, what they called^ the " upstart 

U peerlijfig. 
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peerling, hireling cleiks, arid petulant cox- 
combs/' by whom they had been insulted^ aivii 
otherwise ill-treated. One of them put an end 
to these comparisons, by drily remarking that 
nothing need be said ou the subject, but that 
" the Governor* was a gentleman by birtb> 
education^ and habits." 

May 28th. The Governor told me, the other 
day, that he would have the privilege of bathing 
e^ctended to every day except Sunday ; and 
declared that the propriety of our conduct com- 
manded his esteem^ and deserved his patronage. 
Even now> our restraints are nearly done away, 
^e have liberty of ^11 each, others apartments, 
and may amuse ourselves^ as we please, within 
the bounds prescribed^ froip, eight in thje mor- 
ning, t^l nes^rly nine in the evening. 

July 9th. Evening indulgence extended to 
ten o'clock. 

1 9th- This day relieved us from great anxiety, 
by bringing a vefy large packet, as all letters to 
and from lis had been stopped, in the Irish 
secretary's office, for more than a fortnight 
before. Though this new instance of cruelty 

irritated 

* He is brother to the Earl of Murray, with whose family 
ind connexions, every one, who has read the History of Scfl- 
iaud« muii be ftcquaiuWdt 
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ifritated ns very much, our irritation ,d^ait\$t the 
Irish shadow of the heaven- horn minister was 
aggravated by a letter from Mrs* Emmet to her 
husband informing him that^ after having renewed 
her applications at the castle of Dublin^ and 
continued them in yz\n^ for nine months, to be 
permitted to visit him, without insulting restric- 
tionSi ^he had applied personally to the Duke of 
Portland; that he immediately granted her per- 
mission not, only to visit, but, with her childrcnj 
to come and reside with, him ; and that she 
aUributed this indulgence^ principally, to the 
kind offices of Governor Stuart. 

What a contrast do these things present ! 
rarely, it cannot henceforth be doubted that alt 
our restraints and privations originate in. Irish 
councils ; and that our indulgences and comforts 
ve in direct opposition to the will of the Irish 
minister and his accomplices. 

August 10th. l^ot withstanding the prevailing 
H^arcityy and consequent high price, of provi- 

' sioos, our table continues, not only plentiful, 
bat luxurious. Our dinners are excellent. W# 
have bad currant pies, candled gooseberries, 

green peas, &c. frequently o^ late^ and, what. 

nay seem more remarkable, apple-pies of the 

u S December 
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December 19th. As some of our numbi 
continue to bathe, the Governor has procure 
'^n extehdon of that ppivilege to every day 
the week, that they may have it in their povu 
tp embrace every possible opportunity whL 
the season shall admit. 

January 7th. 1801. A note of this dat 
accidentally confirmed, by the Governor's ov 
pen, what Dr. Roy formerly told me y viz. tha 
while the Irish restrictions continued, " he hs 
frequently devia..ed from his instructions, at h 
oivn peril^^ 

June 28d. All our blankets, coverlets, cu 
tains &c. scoured or washed; and new shee 
&o. ordered wherever the old were torn, < 
tattel^edL 

N.S. We have had clean bed-linen, regularl; 
price a fortnight. 

June 30lh. I forgot to mention that, ear 
in the Summer, he procured, from the Dul 
pf Portland, liberty for us to exercise in one 
• the outer appendages pf the Fort, where i 
battlemients are high enough for playing ba 
pr rackets. It has a delightful sward, and cp 
tains some acres, so that the young and acti 
can indulge themselves in foot-ball, hurllc 
racing, leaping, &c. &c, &c. for six or sev 
l^ours, every day, 

July^4th. New-potatoes 5 and several tipi 
pf iatft very i^r^e cauliflowers, &c. 
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For nearly two years, as niu^t appear from 
what I have written, our situation has beea 
becoming, gradually, less comfortless, through 
the persevering good offices of our revered 
Governor, and the indulgence of the Duke of 
Portland, since permitted to follow the dictates 
of his own mind. During the latter part of 
that time, we have enjoyed every accommoda- 
tioa, and every mean of health and comfort, 
Tvhich that situation could admit; nor have we 
labored under a single restraipt which safe cus- 
tody did not require. 

On looking oyer my Journal, during the 
remainder of my stay at Fort- George, I do not 
find any thing that would not justify the same 
declaration. My transcribing it would cast no 
light on the subject of this Narrative, whatever 
additional lustre it might slied pn Lieut.-Go- 
vernor Stuart, by bringing intjo view his unre- 
mitting services to such as were invalids, and 
his brother-like attentions to Mrs. Emmet and 
her children, while inmates of the Fort. Yet, 
though nothing, materiallj' affecting our e^fternal 
condition, took place, a correspondence with 
men, both in and under power, was instituted, 
and carried [on, in the course of whjch, our 
ipinds, according to their various tempel;ament5» 
lyere elevated, depressed, amused, provoked or 
terrified. As the communications, which excit- 
pd this variety of feelings seemingly opposite 

and 
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and inconsistent^ were at least equally sq^ I shall 
rabjoiQ the purport of a few specimens, in the 
oflftsr of their dates, that the reader maj^ be ena- 
bled to t^tm soma idea of them.^ 

la 

^ ThoQgh my specimens of commanications do not cotn* 
mence before September 1801 ; yet« our affairs were subjects 
of ministerial discussion, at a much earlier period, the progress 
and results of which were, in general^ made knonn to some of 
»», and gate rii>e to sensations, memorials &c. &c. However 
corkms some of these were, I have passed ihein by, as I consi- 
der what follows as demoustralive of every thing worthy of the 
reader's notice. 

However, on looking over my Journal, one occurrence pre- 
tenU itself, which I caunot refrain transcribing. As some of 
€ttr rooms smoked, the Governor caused tall wooden tubes to be 
erected on the tops of our chimnies, soon after our arrival. 
Xbese continued 'to be of great set vice to us, till the night 
between the 1 3th. and 1 4-th. of March 1810. About midnight, 
we v^ere roused by ^n ftlarni of fire. A Hame from an adjoining 
fbnnel, had caught the tops of tlve tubes on our chimnies, and 
spread rapidly towards the great powder magazine, which vvas 
within fifty feet of us. The moment the alarm reached him, 
be rushed to our ward, ran to Emmet's apartments first to remove 
hts apprehensions for himself and family, and then to everyone 
of u6, assuring us that there vi^as no danger, as the magazine 
%vas prtof against fire from without. 

The fire being extinguished, we retired to rest In the morn- 
ing, while at breakfast we were honoured with a note which 
concluded thus ; " I shall, however, order some masonry to be 
put Oft the top of those vents, which smoke most, to remedy 
las far as can be done, with safety, that inconvenience. But, 
M the weather will not now admit any thing to be done on the 
cbimney-tops, I have to request that the gentltmen will be par- 
ticularly 
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In September, An application for tbe release 
of Messrs. Tennent and Simms, by Mr* 
M'Naghten^ inember of parliament for tJ^f 
county of Antrim, was rejected. To a memo^ 
rial, in favor of Cormick, it was officially 
answered, ** that we are to have no libera^on 
here during the war. 

October 22d. A Mr. Shee, relative to Sjir 
George Shee, Lord Pelham's secretary, writes 
to Mr. Tennent : ** that Lord Pelham can do 
nothing relative to the prisoners at Fort-6eorg« 
—that their case must come before niLinister9«<p> 
that he supposes their liberation will soon t^k^ 

place-f 

tkmlarly attentiye to their fires at bed-time ; though I do Hit 

think the fire of last night originated from any of the pnsoii 

vents. I have the honor to be 

Youv obedient servant, . 

J. Stuart, Lrti^T.-GoT. 
^0 the state prisoners. 

Tbe above was accompanied by the followiitg. 

The Lieot.-Goyernor's compliments to Mr. Emmet, fk 
bopes Mcs. Rmmet suffered no inconvenience from the alarn^ 
^^re, which was given last night. As the idea of being locked 
^ may occasion a disagreeable sensation to a lady's mind, m 
^^ of any sudden occurrence (though the Lieut. -Governor 
Otters himself none will in future arise) he will give dir^ctioes^ 
^ the passage door, leading to Mr. Emmet's apariments. 
^all not in future be locked^ being convinced, Mr. Emmet 
^uld make no improper use of all the doors being left open." , 

Thomas A. Emmet^ Escl 
B/wi/ Blush I Irish Clerks^ Sheriffs^ Judges, Hasigmen, 

^lU9h ! tf 
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place— that the secretary desired him to cal 
in a fortnight ; at which time, he hoped to bi 
i^e to give him a favorable answer, in respec 
to Mr. Tennent at least/' 

October 26th. A. O'Connor had a lette 
from his brother, informing him " that he bai 
been so fuily assured of his immediate liberation 
that he was preparing rooms for his receptJor 
at his house-" 

November 2d. Brought the said Mr. O'Conao 
•an official answer to a petition> merely for 4 
removal to a London prison ; ^^ that, as soon ai 
any arrangement was agteed on, it would b^ 
made known/' 

November 1 0th. A letter to Elmmet, from 
the X»ot-d chief Justice of Scotland, his ev'y 
friend and fellow-student, informed him thai 
" all his applications were fruitless, and hi^ 
^pectations vain, notwithstanding his warmesfi 
interference in his favor." 

November 1 1th* Mr. Tennent was informed 
by his friend, that the, result of a second inter-^ 
view with Sir George Shee was a decktratiooj 
** that government had not yet taken the cas* 
of the prisoners, at Fort-George, into const- 
deration — that he supposed they would do so, 
in a few days— and that, as he had reason to 
think, 710 attention, would be paid to any partictdar 
MppUcationsy nor any exceptions made* 

"Swemlier 
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Norember 13th. A. O'Connor was demi-offi- 
cially informed, by his brother, *^ that nothing 
is expected to be determined, by government, 
in respect to the prisoners here, tUl the definitive 
treaty qf peace be signed. " 

November 22d. Messrs. Tenneni and A. 
O'Connor had letters from their mediators, in 
I-ondon, saying " that our imviediate liberation. 
^ certain,^* R. O'Connor asserts positively, 
/ that Tennent, Simnis, Dowdall, Hunter and 
" I, are to be set afloat unconditionally.'' 

25th. Chambers had a letter, from Sir George 

. 'h^, saying, ** that no attention could be paid 

to any personal application, till some arrange- 

'^ents, now uhder consideration, should be 

tt^ade out." 

26th. Simras had a letter, of the very same 
^ate, from his intercessor, assuring him, " that 
Lord Pel ham had acceded to the liberation of 
^€nnent and him.'* 

29th. A letter to Tennent announces ^* that 
^^^ English government has written to Lord 
^crdtoicke, expressing their wish to liberate him 
^pd Simms, and that an answer may be imme- 
^iate; and that, if favorable, a messenger will 
'^instantly dispatched to escort them to Ireland.'* 

December 9th. During the last ten days all 
*^ been suspense and agitation. Howqver, 
f**Ot|i the positiveness and precision of the letter 
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received by Simms, on the 28th. ult. thoirgK 
bardly . recohcileable with that received by 
Tennents three days later^ hope was sometimelgf 
ynflated,aiid imagination employed in her favorite 
Castlebuilding, till the arrival of this day's post^ 
when all yv2ts compressed and Qverthroi9:a by 
letters from Dublin, intimating " that mea9aFQs 
of severity were to be continued, and thie timf 
. of our imprisonment and exile prolonged.^ Thift 
Information in these letters, however^ was not 
quite official, as it rested only on the authority of 
what are called/' cinifidential people about the 
Castle."^ 

Be that as it may, the eleven preceding docw 
snents, issued in as many weeks, may be justly 
considered as officially and on reading and coio«. 
paring them, surprise and curiosity willbe joJQtly 
excited— surprise f that such an heterogeneous 
mass of inconsistency and contradiction should 
have been permitted to issue from any ministerial 
office or any other, except that of a committee 
of Irish lords and commoners«» curiosity to dis^ 
cover how this came to. pass- A sijtigle fact if 
tuffiqient to remove the one, and satisfy the other. 
These documents were froitu Ql^rks in the office 
of the British minister, who seem, frequently to 
hav^ spo;ken or written, from their own opinion 
or surmise, rather than from his authority. A,nd, 
as theise may have varied with circumstances, 
theij language would hold out prospects equally" 



L. 
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farioits. Besides^ their opinions and orders» 

u appears from adocnment respecting ns^ dated 

KoTember 39th. as well as the reason assigned 

for dq^riving us of pen, and ink. May 6th. 1799» 

and the injupction to transmit our letters to the 

4iffice of the Irish secretary October 31st. seem 

to have been occasionally influenced by Irish 

clerks, by whose presumption, prejudices, and 

passions, the understanding and will of the 

fepresentative of Majesty in Ireland, were as 

completely subjugated, and trampled on, as 

the fortunes, liberty, and lives ofthe Irish people. 

*to such a length was this contempt and inso* 

lence carried, that memorials to his excellency 

teere wilhfiolden from his sight, and ansxvers given^ 

« his name, without his knowledge. And, whei^ 

these answers were afterwards shewn him, he 

candidly owned ^^ that he could not alter them.'^ 

or this fact, monstrous as it may appear, the 
I following extract contains damning proof.^ 

^ MY DR. BROTHER. 

• * • ♦ After many applications to Mr. 
Montgomery, I found that your memorial had 
somehow been mislaid. I immediately had 
another dirawn out^ from a copy Mr. Maxwell 

X a had 

* The origimd letter was pot intoiay hands^ by my fe11oi;r» 
pmmar, Mr. Tennent, two or three days after he received it, 
with permission to take a copy« which I then did most (aitlifiily ; 
wd I bare now made tbe aboire extract with «f^ual fidelity. 
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had preserved, and delivered it myself to M 
Staples,* who gave it to Colonel Littlehales 1 
Lord Lieutenant*s secretary, with a recommi 
dation of it to the attention of his excellea 
In a day or two she received the following. 

JDublin Castle, March 6ih. ISOl, 
MADAM, 

. I have received my Lord Lieutenant's co 
mands to acquaint you,, that the memorial 
Mr.Tennent's iiberalibu has been fully consida 
by his Excellency. He has no doubt that yc 
recommendation of it arises from a full conv 
tioa that his parrfaw- would not be injurious 
the public service ; and he is naturally anxio 
to mark his attention to any request that engag 
your interference. At the same time, I a 
directed to acquaint you, that tjie circumstanci 
which have appeared to government, rcSpectii 
Mr.Tenn(5Pl'»coinduict, preclude his Excellea 
fvum^ny mitigation' of his senlerice. 

I have the honor to be 

madam your most obcdicn 

and humbly servant 

Edward Cooke. 
Mrs. Staples. 

• La:]y of John Staples Esq^ member of parliament for 
county of Antrim. 



<• 



NARRATIVE. 15? 

Oft receiving the above, I waited on Lord 
Cornwallis, and, after a good deal of conversa- 
tion on the subject, found that, infacti he had 
never seen the memorial — had neither been eonsulted 
on the contents of ity nor the answer which had 
been returned in his name: and yet, when I 
shewed him the answer, he candidly avowed, 
that he could not alter it ; and that all he could 
do^ when similar applications were made him, 
was to refer them to people^ who^ being longer in 
the country than himself knew the peculiar cir*^ 
cumstances of it better ^ and whetlier these circum^ 
stances admitted of the case being differently 
treated, 8Cc. SCc." 

From this extract, tlie fact, which I have. 
alleged can never be dbubted, unless the ori- 
ginal, from which it is drawii, including, as 
It does, Mr. Edward Cooke's nonsensical* letter,- 
be deemed an entire forgery. However, the 
very supposition of this implies such an excess 
^f folly, impudence, and villainy, as can never 

be 

I have applied the epithet " nonsensical" to Mr, Secretary 

^ soke's letter. What softer epithet could I apply to a letter^ 

'^ich talks of ** pardon," and " •litigation of sentence," in 

^^pect to a man, who was i\e\er condemned, sentenced, or evea 

'**^d, for the supposed crimes, on the imputation of which he . 

^ sufTering ? As attributing such nonsense to his Excellency, 

^ *tii^ht have called it ** superlatively impudent." And, if 

^^ Lordship spoke truth to Dr. Tennent, of which 1 cannot 

^^ubt, I might have pronounced it ** a false and scandalous 

*^^l" on the representative of Majesty. 
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he reconciled with the idea of common sense ^ 

and much tess, if possible, with the well-known 
character of Dr. TenneiU, the writer. A ma^ 
^f ui^erstanding^ prudeuec^ truth and honon 
I shall, therefore, proceed to take notice of 
another fact, which the same extract fully e^* 
tablishes: viz* That, in respect to Mr.Tennent's 
fi}ea;iprial, f* Lord Cornwaliis either spoke> or 
Mr- Edward Cooke wrote, a vile and abominablfii 
^Isehood 'f or rather, a series of vile and abo« 
vuHable falsehoods^"* 

Taking Dr. Tennent's letter, not only as 
genuine, but as worthy of unqualified credit,^ 
I shall now subjoin a farther extract,* as it 
gives official certainty to some things^ whidl I 
baye formerly stated, only as highhf probable^ 
and, which fron> thjBir n^ture^ might have beeob 
doubted. 

One of these h ** the acknowledged insu^- 
ciency of the evidence against us j'* or rather 
the total want of* every thing which could be 
called evidence, or be received as such, by any 
eo«rt of any description. Another is, that 
while our privations and restraints originated' 
jiuv^riably from the Irish cabinet- of clerks,, 
neither liberation, indulgence, nor any. other 
jpomfoi t, can be. traced to the same source. 



He (Cooke) said *« that he knew your cha* 
facter well, and had such testimonies of its 
dangerous \iature as fully justified government 
in all they had done." This was coming to the 
point I wanted. " If you have such clear evi- 
dence. Sir, against my brother, why refuse hit 
Urgent and repeated applications to be allowed 
a trial in the courts established in this country, 
for similar oflfences? Or, on my applicatiofi, 
will this opportunity be now gra.nted him?** 
*^ O no : the nature of th^ information agdinst 
him will not admit of its being brought forward in 
fl court of justice. It is svjicient to satisfy US, 
hut not^to cmwict HIM." " Surely, Mr. Cooke^ 
courts-martial, to which we are now so for^ 
iunatelj/ amenable, are not so extremely nice ia 
admitting evidence, but that it is extreme!/ 
probable, what is capable of weighing with 
government will be enough to convince them 
^ow eligible it is to punish an individual for the 
aggregiae of a detailed criminality, although 
^he detached parts should neither be. very speci- 
^c, nor very heinous, by themselves/* "Well! 
«ut we cannot make our information public, for 
^tmay be from people ttVw? do not zvish to be 
Awwn /* and, if we should attempt to discover 

them, 

* There is something very remarkable in tbis declaration of 
^r. Edward Cooke, especially from the time, at which it wtui 
^ade. At an earlier period, it might have been suspected oC 
truth. But, long before 1801, their principal informers had 
.i4l b««D publicly madt knowo^ not only ia the trials ^n whi«{i 
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them^ it would effectually preclude our receiving 
any more from those hidden sources." 

These words fully prove, not only the truth 
of the fact, *^ that there was nothing that could 
be wire-drawn or twisted into evidence, in the 
informations agairtst us ;*' but, in connexion 
with what preceded, that our liberty and Jives 
were not in the hands of laWy justice, the Lord 
Lieutenant, or government; but in those of 
hirehng understrappers, who, in contempt of 
the whole, and by the surreptitious use of his 
Excellency's name, were sporting with both» 
on the pretended credit of any miscreants whom 
malice may have prompted, influence overawed, 
or a bribe seduced, under the secretarial assur- 
ance of secrecy and protectioTiy to swear them 
away. Nay, they prove still more. They 
prove that, though the same underlings, from 
excess of delicacy^ refused us trial, on the infor- 
mation they boasted, because the modest people, 
from whom they had it, " did not wish to be 
known,'* yet the same delicacy did no|^ prevent 

them 

they had been produced, but by the reports, of secret com* 
mittees, and from many other sources, which had been sac- 
cessively opened during the preceding three years. BesidesE, 
all hunting after information, with a view to prosecutions, had 
been prjeviously disclaimed by government. With whal pre- 
tensions to credibility, then, could Mr. £. C. assign as a reason 
for refusing trialto Mr. Tenncnt, in 1801, that " an attempt 
to discover their informers, would preclude their receiving an/ 
more information from those hiddi^n sources }'* 
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tfaem from condemning us^ without trial, to 

languish for THREE YEARS, SEVEN MONTHS, AND 

SEVEN DAYS, in confinement and exile, though 
they very virell knew that there was not a man 
among us, who had ever expre$sed, or even 
entertained, a wish for either : and, at the same 
time, that our confinement and exile had 
already involved some of our families in deep 
' distress. 

The either fact, viz. " that every rejstraint 
imposed, but none of the indulgences granted, 
at Fort-George, originated in Ireland,'' rests 
likewise on stronger evidence than any yet 
aUeged against US. It derives at least a res- 
pectable probability from the reason assigned 
for depriving us of pen and ink. May 6th. 1799; 
the order for transmitting our letters to the 
office of the Irish Secretary, October 31st.— ^ 
and the document of the 29th. of Nov. 1801 ; 
in connexion with the first instructions sent to 
Fort- George, and the consequent strictness of 
our confinement. And this probability is raised, 
almost to certainty, by Mr. Edward Cooke's 
words to Dr. Tennent. " He said, that the 
Irish government had nothing to do in Roger 
^'Connor's liberation ; and that it had not, i?i 
the slightest degree, interfered ip it, either by 
recommendation, or otherwise.** " He savd 
^Iso, that the expiration of the suspension bill 
^as the only reason for liberating Lord Cloncurry 

y and 
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and the other state prisoners in England ; and 
that his Majesty's illness had occasioned that 
. unexpected predicament." 

Now, * surely, if Mr. Cooke exculpates the 
Irish government, i. e. the Irish clerks, from 
all concern in the liberation of R. O'Connor, 
though his life seemed to depend on it, no can- 
did mind will accuse them, either of extending, 
or intending, indnlgence to us, who, thank 
God, were generally in pretty good health. 
And, should any t/ncandid mind suspect them 
of any such intention, its suspicion must be 
dissipated by the following sentence. *^ He said . 
that, if the English government were doubtful 
whether or no the Habeas Corpus Act extended 
to Scotland, they (the Irish government) would 
order you to Ireland, on the expiration of the 
bill for suspending that Act, until it could be 
again renewed, when you would be taken back 
to Fort-George; but, if they were sure that 
you could not take the benefit of the Habeas 
Corpus, you would remain where* you are." 

However little credit may. seem due to the 
unsupported " sayings" of Mr. Eldward Cooke, 
after the palpable falsehoods in his letter to 
Mrs. Staples, and of which he must stand con- 
victed, if his Excellency spoke truth to Dn 
Tenneut, I am inclined to think that he may 
be believed here. The former part of his 

information 
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information derives support from the declaration 
of the very respectable Nicholas Magin, before 
mentioned ; and the latter, confirmation from 
the fact that, during the prevailing anxiety for 
our safety, preparations were actually made, 
in Carrickfergus, for our accommodation, should 
we return; and soldiers, with a. confidential 
officer, ordejed thither, from Ballymena, for 
our protectioju 

There is something more in the language of 
these documents, which I cannot pass unnoticed. 
They declare '' that no particular applications 
would be attended to, nor any exceptions made;'* 
and speak of all the ^' deliberations, determina- 
tions^ and arrangements," to be holden or made, 
as comprehending ALL the prisoners at Fort- 
George. The use of the phrase ** particular 
applications-' is strictly proper, as no general 
memorial or petition was ever sent to govern- 
ment, by the prisoners at Fort- George; and, 
that those, sent by individuals, were not at- 
tended to, so as to procure any peculiar favor 
to their authors, is evident from wy/ being 
comprehended in the " Act of Grace'' which 
set them free, though I had never made an 
application of any kind ; unless my challenging 
and provoking trial, bef* re my removal from 
Ireland, shall be deemed such. 

y 2 Thorgu 
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Though the word '* exceptions*' be equal 
proper, yet, the reason of that propriety m : 
not be generally known. The prisoners frc 
Dublin, one excepted^ had signed the fai 
compact of 1793. 

Fortunately, the signatures of the prisone 
in Belfast were destroyed, in the rage of M 
Follock, as I have related. Consequently, the 
were unentangled in the acknowledgment < 
crime, imputed to the fonner. Hence, tf 
non-subscribers in Fort-George sent a mertiori 
to government, in which I refused to join, as 
had formerly done in respect to the compact ^ statin 
that they were not comprehended in that con 
pact, and praying libferation, on that accour 
To this memorial, the phrase " no exception! 
seems evidently to refer ; and if so, the intenti< 
government, or the clerks, who usurped tl 
powers of government, must then have been 
consign all the prisoners to the same fate; a 
the end of their dehbera'tions, to determine b< 
that intention might be accomplished ; thou{ 
as will soon appear, they afterwards relinquish 
this design, and made an exception, on t 
very ground of signature, and no sigiiature. 

If this be admitted, -nnd admitted it must 1 
if the words of ministerial clerks be suppoi 
to convey the same meaning, as when used 
other men, liberation could not have been c 

intend 
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iDtended fate at that time. Had it been so, 
there could have been no occasion for delay^ 
^liberation, or arrangement. Hence, as our 
Jives were now out of the question, a presump- 
tion arises, that these deliberations were for the 
purpose of discovering^ or devising, some pretext 
for transporting us with tlie Dublin prisoners, 
^hohad unguardedljr signed their own banish- 
mentyj^r life,* 

It will here be recollected that when Mr. 
Pollock's paper was presented to me in Belfast, 
I refused to sign it on the suspicion that m)^ so 
doing might be construed into an acknowledg- 
laent of crime; and that when my signature was 
afterwards eagerly sought for, ifi order to procure 
^he extension of mercy to others, I persevered in 
^y refusal, from an apprehension that cmelty 
^^i kindness, w^as intended; as, if the latter bad 
l>centhe case, it would not have been denied to 
*4iose who signed, merely because I withheld my 
^ame.f These suspicions were consolidated 
^tito certainty, a few days afterwards, by a pro- 
clamation bearing date, '* Aui^ust 23d. 1798,'* 
^nd subscribed, " G. Nugent, Major General, 

commanding Northern district." 

In 

^ This presumptron sedm* to Tccerre a strong confirmation 
fi^nn Mr. OeUnd's exertions to have inc driven out of Ireland, 
after my reportation from Fort-George, as will appear after- 
wards. 

t For the writing, << I/' and, " my name/* 
Sec Appendix No. 4, 



i 
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In this proclamation banishment for life it 
denominated " his Majesty^ s pardon -y* and signing 
the compact^ " a title to an equal distribution of 
the King's merciful and gracious intentions, and 
the like measure of his Majesty's merely Surely 
the guilt must have been heinous, and its 
acknowledgment considered as explicit and 
unequivocal, especially as no evidence was 
adduced to prove it, else such banishment could 
not be called a ** measure of mercy ! /" 

It is trije there are crimes, ijnder the convic- 
tion of which, it might be called a " mitigation 
of punishments^' and consequently, a measure of 
mercy." • But I conceive that no crime yet has 
been, or ever can be, committed, or even piedi- 
tated, by man or devil, of which it can be. called 
** apardon^ If it can, the language of a book, 
which we consider, not only as correct, but 
sacred, must be both nonsensical and deceptive. 
The banishment of the ^* old serpent, who is the 
devil ^ndi sat arty* frojn the realms of glory to a 
dreary region, there to be locked up in Vk gloomy 
cell, loaded with chains, and " tormented for 
ever and ever,*' was not the infliction of a 
pnnishment, but the concession of a *' pardon, 
which he had obtained ;" and permitting the 
•* angels, which kept not their first estate," to 
emigrate to /lell, " there to be reserved in chains 
of darkness, to the judgment of the great day,** 
was allowing them " a like distribution of graci^ 
ous intentions, and an eq'dal measure of mercy '\ 

I have. 
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I have, all along, called the paper, of which 
I am now writing, " a compact,'* though the^ 
word is not used in the General's proclamation. 
However, as he states that ^^ bis Excellency has 
been graciously pleased to accept of the said 
proposal ;'' viz. of the Dublin prisoners -, and 
^ has agreed to the terms thereby offered &c.^* 
I hope this proclaimed acceptance and argument 
fully justify the use of it; particularly, as he 
adds that said prisoners ^' had fuliillied the terms 
to be by tliem performed, and thereby obtained 
his Majesty 's pardon." 

Now, if this same paper be admitted as a 

compact— if the " pardon,^* and the " measure of 

^f^o/,^* which it implies, were withholden, for 

i&ore than three years and an half, from those 

whp^s General Nugent proclaims, had actually 

*' obtained j7'*-*if those, whb " entitled them- 

^Ives to an equal distrjbiitionof the King's most 

, ^rciftU and gracious intentions,*^ by signing it 

'J* Belfast, , and whose signatures Mr. Pollock 

'^ outrageously destroyed, were precluded the 

^n^fsfits, oi S3\d distribution, for a like time-— and, 

^^ tiiey, in violation of this compact ; and I» z^ho 

^<ict never signed it, against whom a format 

chtzrgc had never been prefered, ox^ so far as 

^ ^ver knew or heard, an official warrant issued, 

^^re not only condemned, to languish in confine- 

''^^nt, during that period, but dragged from 

Pt'ison to prison, from land to sea and sea to land', 

arid Utterly from one country to another, 

without 
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without any plausible pretext assigned, have I 
not reason to suspect, nayj to believe and assert^ 
that the delays mentioned were fo procure^ and 
the deliberations to devise, matter of excuse for 
protracting, or extending, the " measure qfmerof^ 
which we had hitherto experienced ? As to 
myself, I presume the following facts will supply, 
not only probable evidence, but direct proof, 
that this was the true state of the case. 

During these deliberations, Mrs. Dickson an^ 
our two daughters resided in Newtown- Anfc, 
the birth-place of Lord* Viscount Castlereagb,. 
and residence ofthe Rev. John Cleland, formerly 
private tutot, or vdXheT footman, to his Lordship, 
and then as denominated by his late friends Merry 
:ind Newel, master of his croppy-hounds, poia- 
ters, and terriers.* With this office he held the 
agency of the Earl of Londonderry, and " that 
of Nicholas Price Ejsq. brother-in-law to Lady 
Londonderry, the cure of souls'* in the Vicarage 
of Newtown-Ards and, as many alleged, by 

virtue 

* I woald not have it supposed, for a moment, that this 
designation of office originawd wltb me. It was commoaly 
.used, in 1797> by Mr. ThoinasMeiry, surveyor of excise, nr^R) 
boasted of being one of liis whippevs in. Mr. Newell, anytHiier 
of Mr. Cleland's confidential friends, varies the phrase, in his 
confessions, and speaks of him, only as a d— d good hunter, 
cr huntsman ; I forget whicli. The appetiation was so hack- 
jaeyei, and in ^ch variety of terms, that itsoiuehow or other 
CdO^ht the ear of Mr. CuiTan, and at the Spring s^i^esjn Down, 
led him into such confusion of idcas^ that^ from his langaage^- 
it is very uncertain \%hether he considered Mr# Cltlandj as a 
huntsman, or a bioodhound^^ot both, ^ 

StQ ilppeiidix No. 5. , 
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Virtue of this office, the keeping of some consci- 
ences. Thus robed in office, and vested with 
•authority, sacred and profane, his influence 
owned no control ; and access to the sfecrets, and 
secret placesi of the town, was said to have been 
open to him. Of these places, the post-office 
was not the least likely to supply entertainment, 
or even the information yet hunted after at 
Ifewtown-Ards. The postmaster had long been 
a servant in the Stewart family— even for years 
before it had a Peer to boast of; and, from the 
kn<) wn force of habit, may be supposed to feel 
and act as a servant still, not only to them, but 
to their accredited agent, political organ, and 
spiritual guide, Be this as it may, letters to my 
family were generally opened before delivery, 
except such as were franked by a Mr. Taylor* 
of the secretary's office, Dublin. That this was 
done in Newtown-Ards was taken for granted; 
and very plain hints were given Mrs. Dickson 
that Mr. Cleland was suspected to be the doer, 
as he was the only person, not under oath of 
office, who was indulged in the frequency and 
length of his visits there, as to have opportunities 
of opening and perusing letters. 

However these insinuations many have been 
! founded, or whoever may have been the agent 
^^ this vile business, its being done in Newtown- 

2 Ards 

To this gentleman^ the prisoners and their friends must ever 
"^^ particular obligations; as he not only enclosed, hut franked 
«1 the letters from Fort-George, which came «pctn to his office, 
^ fonnarded them iimnediatelj. 
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Ards turned out to be mattfer of certainty. Mn 
Dickson, wrote to Lord Castlereagh on th 
$ubject^ after which the offence, was never repeat 
ed. Now^ as this rile business was carried oe 
at the very time of the forementioned delibeni 
tionsand delays, is it not highly probable tha 
its object must have^been what I have alleged. 

Otnittift 

* " Gontfci^ufr that jrbar Lordship considers me and c 
concerns totally beneath yoor notice^ I should not have darcA. 
• obtrade« either myself or thenv, on your Lordship's atttntko 
did I not suppose that your humanity muM attach you to i 
interest of an old, perhaps faithful, domestic of your fathet 
house— »one whom I do not wish to hurt^ else I e^iild have take 
a more Certain method of obtaining redress. 

Since my comrrfg to this place, my letters have bceiropeoe 

•»*both those which I hare written, and those I have receivtsd^ 

and I am certain that some, which were not opened, hiekvehet 

detained, perhaps fur the inspection which was not dared to^ 

. given them. 

As I have before sai^, I do not wish io, hurt Trevor, ht (la 
improperly gratify lug the meanness and impertinent curiosity < 
8( lox\j-mnded individual. I wish your Lordship would take tt 
trouble of signifying to him the impropriety and danger ofpei 
severing in this practice ; otherwise I sliall be tinder the Hi 
agreeable necessity of exhibiting.a formal complaint against btf 
which, 1 have good reason to say, wiJL be strengthened byotktr 
If through your Lordship's goodn^-s;, I shall he the meaoi ' 
saving the poor old man from injury, it will give me real pie 
sure. I shall now no farther trouble your Lordship than I 
subscribing myself 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servaol 

Is, DicKson.'^ 
Newtown-Ards, 

December Utb. 1801, 

^^ Ri^ht bon. Lord Viscount Castlereagl^, 

^■L Dubiin-CostUt 
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Omitting a variety of vHe circumstances, 

.equally syiBptomatic of meanness and malignity^ 

fiuch as listening at windows, tampering with 

dependents, &c. &c. I shall subjoin onFy one 

transaction^ which carries in it the fullest proqf 

of that gratuitous malice, which continued to 

«eek the destruction of nje and my family, even 

jfter ray unsolicited release, honorable convoy, 

and happy returil, as I vainly thought, to the 

bosbm of my friends and niy country— A release 

and: convoy, which carried, in their \^vy face, 

)be fullest and fairest acijiiittal, not only froni 

:<very charge, but even suspicion, of criminality* 

My reportation, as I have alreacly mentioned^ 
iras in January, 1802, In the Spring of thaj; 
year, a David TbomsoQ, who had been pro- 
scribed by proclamation, and obliged to make 
his escape in 1798, after years of distress on the 
itJontinent, had returned secretly to Ireland. As 
%^ could not appear with safety, much less 
Wlow any business, be applied to Mr. Cleland, 
*lux)ugh a I^r. John Cogheran^ for. his interest 
'^ith Lord Castlereagh and Mr, Price, to pro- 
Core that safety and indulgence. Mr. Cleland. 
received the application with great good-nature^ 
expressed sorrow fox Thom^6n's sufferings, on 
^couut of his youth apd inexperience. He 
• '^dded, that he wished him well, would be glad 
t^ see him, and would candidly giVe him his 
^yice. He took care, however^ to hint that 

X2 ^ there 
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there were men farther advanced in life, and of 
niore experience, who had been active in leading 
young men, •such as Thomson, to their ruin- 
To these wishes, professions, and hints, Mr. 
Cogheran replied " that, as the proclamation wa? 
still in force, Thomson might be afraid to caU 
on him; and, if any information respecting other 
people was expected, he was certain that he 
would neither see him, nor purchase his liberty 
by giving such information. Mr. CIelao4 
declared, tipon his honor, that lie would rfftithcf 
detain him, nor require any such information. 

This being reported to Thomson, he, after 
consulting with sqnie friends, waited on Mr. 
CI eland, in NewtowurArds, in the Summer pf 
1802. On his name being announced, he waj 
immediately admitted, and, door and window^ 
being carefully shut, a conyersatioQ was* intro-r 
duced by the expression of regret for his suffer- 
ings, the bad counsel which had led him t0| 
incur them, and particularly that of his own 
Clergyman Thomas L. Birch, and Dr. Did^soq^ 
who had long preached politics instead of the; 
gospel. 

To this Thprns^on replied " that he had neither 
the one nor the oth6r to blame — that all his 

actions were voluntary— and that he was initi- 
ated in the united system, for years boibre he 
had theslightestacquaintance with Dr. Di. kson."' 

Q^ 
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On this Mr. Cleland asked him : " were you not 
-one of a deputation, from the county of Down 
committee who gave the Doctor a high appoints 
meat, at Killinchy fair ?*' On this Thomson got 
np, said the conditions settled with his friend 
Cogheran were violated, and begged leave to 
withdraw- 

li[r. Cleland apologised^ assured him the 
question arose merely from airiositt/, and so 
earnestly entreated Thomson to sit down, tjiat 
he complied. A long conversation ensued, in 
which Mr. Gleland complimented the abilities, 
information, and spirit, of Thomson ; and 
declared that he would rather have twenty such 
infen, as his body guards y than a thousand ruffians. 

Again, however. Dr. Dickson^s name was 
introduced, and followed by more questions. 
Thomson assured Mr. Cleland, that he would 
answer no questions, except what respected 
himself; reniinded him that his object was to 
obtain hi$ interest in procuring permission tq 
reside safely in the country; and that, as all 
u^formations and examinations were in the hands 
of Mr. Price and him, requested his interference 
^ith Lord Castlereagh, ^Ir. Price, and ^overn- 
^^t, for that indulgence. 

After many manoeuvres for the attainment of 
^ODaething gratifying to Mr. Cleland, this inter- . 
FicMr closed by his pledging himself to interfere 

in 
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in behalf of Thonason— an interdict forbidding 
Thomson to let it be kn^wn that he had seen, 
hini^ or was under his protection — and, au 
injunction to keep dose, till application could he 
made to Mr. Price, tlie result of which should 
be made known to him through his friend Mr. 
'Cogheran. 

This brings us, at last, to the catastrophe of 
this plotted drama. The Rev. Mr. Clelau^d naet 
Mr. Cogheran n^xt day, but witliout havin|; 
seen Mr. Price -, extoljed Thomson high a» 
panegyric could raise him, adding " that Dc. 
Dickson was p. very dangerous man"-^esiring; 
hitti to tell Thomspn " that he might have his 
liberty on giving such information, PRIVATELY, a^ 
with due management, might enable THEM to 
Jrighten Dr. Dickson put of tiie country. f^-^jmA, 
;at the same time^ pledging his HONOR, ^^ that 
such information should be so managed that Thorn-' 
son would never be expQsei'' 

OvL the cominunication of this mes$ag6!» 
Thomson spurned the idea withindignation^ s^oud 
re;taraed an answer bidding defiance to Mr.. 
Cleland &c. &c. Y^q the cause what it may, it 
)iai^.been thought expedient to tal(:e no farther 
notice of this vile business, or of Thomson, though 
he never affected concealment afterwards. 
Hence he has hitherto been, and now is, living 
\n peace, competence, and comfort^ promoting 
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the interests of society by an active incJustry ; 
amd almost as- much respected, on his humble 
floor, as the Reverend John Cleland, now Rector 
ofKillevey, and Praecen tor of Armagh, on the 
ficred boards^ to which the temporary atl-dispo^ 
'tmg power of hii; pupil-brd has raised him ; or 
liny other boards, on which his ivill-edmed offices 
•Rd honors have yet^ entitled hitn, either to 
(expose hinxitelf, or be exposed. 

. From these transactions, in connexion, with 
many preceding parts of this narrative, I trnst 
tkat every allegation^ which I have made, is 
sufficiently supported; and that, however in<* 
competent the iuformation procured against me 
Blight be to my conviction, the Irish minister, 
his huntsman, or those hunting under him, 
had no neglect to mourn over, in their exer^ 
tions to render it otherwise. I flatter myseK^ 
also, that the inconsistencies of the documents 
quoted is satisfactorily accounted for, as the 
successive answers, to memorials &c. from the 
British ofiice, must have taken their complexion 

from 

* I say *' yet/' because^ at t^ time of the transactions men* 
^ioned^ the see of Elphin was talked of, wbitb would have 
pl^ed his reverence in a more disfinguished situation, for hi$ 
^*po9ure than be has yet reached. I hope it never will be saidi 
.^ him : 

** That he was a Bishop, and h^ had a mitre> 
Surmounted with jewels of sulphur and nitrt.'^^ 
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from th6 success! ve . reports and ordefs of the 
Irish sportsmen, founded on the respective suc- 
cess of their /w/w^i?r^, and terriers. 

^ - • 

Taking all this for granted, I shall now rdturon 
to the preceding documents, on reviewing whicb, 
in connexion with what 1 have above stated, it 
must be taken for granted also^ that our libera- 
tion was far distant^ unless death should kindj/ 
step in to release us, and take us in mercy to his 
cold bosom. But all reasonings and concin-. 
sions, respecting events dependent on the capri<5e^ 
t)f men, or ministers, are unsubstantial as tM^ 
presumptions of shadowy conjecture. Such wils 
the fact on the present occasion. The ojOSc^al 
declaration from. London ** that no exceptions^ 
would take place ; nor any liberations duribg^ 
the war^*' and the demi-official information froda 
Dublin, received December 9th. " that the term 
of our imprisonment and exile was to be- pro- 
longed," were effectually refuted on the evening 
of the next day, December 10th. by the arrival 
of our old friend, Sylvester,, to carry off five-*- 
the identical Jive — ivlio were not implicfitcd in tht 
Dublin compact. 

As his arrival was late, we had little conver- 
sation with him till next day ; when he informed 
us of the following particulars, some of which 
seem difficult to account for. 

1st. That 
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Isl. That, by his first instructions, he was 
enjoined to take us, under a military escort, 
from Fort-George to Greenock ; and that, on his 
remnslrance, this injunction was modified into 
ai^ order, to the commander in chief in Scotland, 
and another to the Lieut-Governor of Fort- 
; George, to grant him such, 2/ by him required. 

jMly. That a cutter hs^d been dispatched, from 
Portsmouth or Plymouth, to the Irish station 
offCprk, with orders for a sloop of war to pro- 
ceed to Greenock for our reception, and con^vey- 
iQce to Ireland. 

Sdly, That he was ordered not to remove us 
frtm Fort-George, until he was informed of the 
•nival of said sloop of war at Greenock. And, 

4thiy. That, notwithstanding all these pre- 
^tions, and all the trouble and expence attend- 
^'^g them, we were to be franked home, and 
^at our accommodations and entertainment, 
"'?ring our journey and voyage, were entirely 
' '^ to his discretion. 

,Stich was the kindness of this man, that, before 

^^ called on us, on the day after his arrival, he 

^^ted on the Governor, gave him a receipt for. 

/^^i* bodies^ and took us under his own care. 

"aving done this, he told us that, until he 

Should be informed of the sloop's arrival, we 

*'^0uld be at liberty to visit the neighbouring 

A a towns, 
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towns, or make excursions to such parts of th 
country as we might choose, and the weather^ 
admit. Of this humane and generous indul^ — 
gence we availed ourselves as much as possibl 
sometimes in his company, and sometimes wit 
one of pur former guardians, fpr 20 day 
equally to our amusement, and the advantage 
our health and spirits. 

December 30th. Informed us of the arrival of 
the Hazard sloop of war> Captain Butterfield, 
at Greenock. This set us all to packing op, 
and three chaises were ordered from Inverness, 
contrary to the remonstrances of our worthy 
Governor, who, from his knowledge of inhmd 
.Highland Winters, afnd the depth of the -snow* 
near us, assured us that we were in danger of 
being delayed for weeks, should we attempt to j 
cross the country. However, as the ship was \ 
in waiting, it was resolved to take the road 
round the whole northern shore, though' i* 
extended our journey to 328 miles. In thJ« 
route we did not meet vvitTi much delay, thouglt^ 
frequently, we were obliged to walk for sever^^l 
miles, and sometimes exposed to imminec^^ 
danger, in driving along shelving banks sheetc?* 
with ice. We had one upset without hurt 
damage, and ^ one overturn, in which a chs^i 
was shivered nearly to pieces, but we happilj^ 
escaped with a few slight bruises. The weath^^ 
during our whole journey, two days excepteii 
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was very severe ; but the warmth of our chaises^ 
the goodness, of our accommodations^ and the 
{enerous fare with which Sylvester uniformly had 
Mr table covered^ enabled us to bid it defiance^ 

As the shortness of the day ebliged us gene* 
fally to travel after dark^ we had few visitantsf 
pit the places where we slept One, however, 
we had, which presented two such traits of the 
character of Scottish gentlemen, that I cannot 
pajw it uijrecorded. In the town of Brechin, 
>bout 70 miles N. E. of Edinburgh, we were 
yaited on, soon after our dinner, by a deputa- 
(ioQ, from a numerous party then in the inn, 
{guesting the pleasure of our company during 
fte evening. This we declined, through deli- 
cacy to Mr. Sylvester. One of tjhe gentlemen, 
jiaving reported this to the company,' soqn after 
^tiirned with a second message that they would 
May in town if we would dine with them next 
^ay; wliich they hoped we would dp, as the 
.cl^se$ belonging to the inn w^re fill out, and 
Oiff horses so fatigued that they woiild npt be 
•fcle to proceed, on account of the deep snow 
?*iitlie roads. An answer being returned that 
Our situation obliged us to decline this favor 
^Iso, the three.gentlemen deputed were prevaile4 
^n to ren^ain a few hours with us, which ren- 
!ij3red our evening truly pleasant. 

A a 2 This 
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Tbiis hospitality and marked attention, to lu 
outcasts as we had been, forms the first trait, 
which I have alluded. The second will appc 
from the account, which these gentlemen ga 
lis of the society, of which tliey were membe 
and the design of their meetings. This w 
that they were 27 in number — that they h 
instituted a library, by subscription, consist! 
of books on agriculture, and the various bn 
ches of manufacture—that they met, elev 
times in the year, to order, and issue, books : 
the use of their respective tenants, and t 
twelfth, on the anniversary of their formatit 
to settle their accounts, and enjoy a festive da 
or as one of them said, '^ to get drunk togethe 
N. B. The day of our arrival there was that 
their anniversary. 

I hope I shall be excused for inserting t 
anecdote, as it not only accounts for the exU 
sion and improvement of manufactures in Sc 
land, and the amazing progress of its agric 
ture, in despite of its rugged soil and inbos 
table climate; but holds out an example^ 
the imitation of which, by our nobility a 
gentry, under any commonsensical govermne 
poor, neglected, despised, insulted, and 4 
pressed Ireland might be rendered the m 
productive and valuable islet which the oci 
encircles. 

JanuJ 
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' January 9th. In the evening, we reached 
rOreenock, in good spirits and perfect safety j 
^and, next day at noon, were carried aboard the 
JF-lazard by Captain Butterfield, by whom we 
^«^«re poUtely treated, and hospitably entertained 
11 the evening of the 12th. when, after a plea- 
sant passage, he landed us near Hollywood^ 
d escorted us to the house of Sir James Bristo w, 
*^?vho received us with great civility, and accom- 
xiiodated us witlt carriages, for ourselves and 
Jl^iggage, to Belfast. On our arrival about 
■ S o'clock, we were waited on by the sovereign 
cf the town, and the town-Major, who seemed 
to think that we were to become their wards^ 
^ least, till we should enter into recognizance.- 
Mr. Sylvester thought otherwise ; and as the 
I'oom was soon crowded with our friends and 
^^elatives, lie seemed overpowered with the 
^uderness of the scene, and requested we might 
hasten to the embrace of our families, who must 
fee expecting us with throbbing hearts : adding, 
** gentlemen, I'll expect the pleasure of your 
Company here to breakfast, at ten o'clock." 
Then, turning to the Sovereign and Major Fox, 
he told them, that he would be glad to see them, 
next day, ^t any hour convenient for them, that 
bail, if thought necessary, might be taken, and 
his vi'ards liberated. We retired, and, on the 
succeeding mornings returned to our friend. 
The Magistrates attended abotit eleven o'clock j 
our reco§;nizance was taken, and we, William 

Tenueqlji 
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Tafcirent, Robert Simms, Robert Hunter, Wil- 
liam Dowdall, and William Steel Dickson, wer6 
tfneemote restored to the liberty of breathing 
the air, and treading the soil, of our native 
land, which vre had left, less than three years 
l)>efiMrev an independent kingdom, with a ^atia<» 
ii>al legislature ; and a rising trade, but found a 
dependent province, and it^ five millions of 
inhabitants sold, at their own expense, to a ' 
Ibreign government, by a parricidal combinaticm 
of weak and wicked miscreants, to whom, under 
the mime of. representatives, she had entrusted 
tbe'guardianship of the rights, fortunes, liberty<» 
»nd lives of her people ; , and who reserved for 
her, as her only remaining priviltege, a power 
to transport one hundred accbmplices once ia 
year, to -assist the servants of her haughty misk- 
tress, in multiplying her own oppression^- 
aggravating her distresses^ completing her 
de^adation, und accelerating her ruin* 
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OF 

JiiY CONFINEMENT AND EXILE 
TERMJNATES HEBE, 

% 

* . • ■- 

I shall once more pause, and ri?q[uest my 
readers, not only to review it with .^.ttention^ 
but to weigii it, with impartiality, in all its 
parts/ On such review, some things nxay^ at 
first, appear digressive; but, I flatter m)^self, 
they will be found to bear directly on tlic 
objects principally in view— th^ pains; and pe- 
nalties inflicted on me and some others, merely 
on suspicion, not teidence^ of guilt ; or ratiier^ 
on calumnies procured by purchase, or dictated 
by terror, to gratify personal resentment, screen 
political depravity, or escape punishment. 

•Some others may seem out of place, because 
not related in the order in which they occurred. 
This departure from order, I hope, will be 
excused from the consideration, that it brings a 
-variety of circumstances and transactions, relat- 
iBg to the same persons, but occuring at diffe- 
rent times, and in different places, into oiiq 
point of view, and thereby enables the reader to 
fcee them more clearly, and judge of them more 
correctly, than otherwise he could do. 

la 
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In all that I have written, I have generally 
mention^ my, treatment, as a prisoner and 
exile, ui common with that of others. However, 
though our treatment was the same, our ch'cum* 
stances, as to age, health, wealth, and tender 
connexions, were widely different. Some of 
us were young «ind healthy; others advanced in 
years, or^delicate in constitution: some possessed 
liberal fortunes, which admitted of expence, 
and temporary privations ; some ^ad large 
capitals in business which continued productive 
in the bands of their connexions; others were 
nn very limited circumstances, or dependent on 
professions, the emoluments of which ceased 
with their privation of office : again, some were 
unencumbered with the cares of family ; while 
othfers had to regret the distresses of wives and 
children deprived of tlie means, not only oif 
competence and comfort, but nearly of subsis- 
tence. Others still, by the visitations of provi- 
dence, had to mourn the death of relatives, 
near and dear to their, hearts, with whom, ia 
their last moments, they were debarred from. 
intercourse, and even the possibility of affording 
relief, or administering consolation. From .this 
variety of circumstance and connexion, oiir 
variety of suffering, both in body and mind, 
must have been equally great. Yet, God knows, 
during our long seclusion from every foreign 

good, and under the inflictions which we suf* > 

*^ .... ...... ^ . ' 

fered, the best circumstanced among us found 

hi« 
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his sufferings uearly equal to his patience, and 
the burthen of bis feelings almost as great as he 
could hear. 

In the greater part of these misfortunes and 
stiffermgs it was my lot to be involved. I viras 
m my fifty third year, when torn from iny familyt 
and deprived olF my freedom. Latterly, I had 
suffered much from biHous attacks. 'With rhu^ 
matism, I had been so long and severely afflicted, 
that I had been obliged to wear flannel nejft 
my slcin, from my knees to my wrists, for 
upwards of twenty years, previous to my arrest. 
Before the end of my second week in confine- 
ment, the prevalence of vermin among the poorer 
prisoners in the prevost, obliged me to throw it 
aside^ though, in the opinion of an eminent 
Physician, at the hazard of my life. Yet, 
thank Qod, I did not suffer any sensible injury 
from the change. An indignant feeling, arising 
from the treatment I was receiving, had invigOr 
rated my mind, and, perhaps, by a well-known 
sympathy, braced my bodily system— I was 
Ae husban4 pf a justly beloved wife, who was 
horn of a genteel family* brought up in affluence, 
ind liberally educated; but, who, for several 
years, ^ad been seldpm able to dress or undress* 
Wself. Yet, thank God, she continued capa^? 
We of presiding over the education of our two 
daughters. Besides these daughters I was 
»ttier'9f^ four sons. One of these had finished 

» b hW 
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who was in the navy. Had this event affect 
only the external circumstances of the family, 
would scarcely have been regretted. Or, h 
it stood alone, good sense, heartfelt refigif 
and the lenient hand of time, with theblesssi 
of God, would have gradually obliterated 1 
impressions, which it made, and soothed I 
sarrows, whiich it excited. But, preceded,, 
it had been, by the death o(my father, and tlo 
of Mrs. Dickson's only brother ; and succeede 
as it soon was, by those of her father and b 
only sister, the affliction of my family must hai 
been great, indeed; and their situation melai 
choly, destitute as they then were, of fathe 
husband, earthly guardian, or protector. A» 
surely, the heart must be a total stranger in tl 
school of adversity, and equally so to the feelin; 
of our nature, which can suppose my sensibii 
ties untouched, or my soul unwrung, prison 
and exile as I was, far removed beyond ti 
possibility, either of relieving their distresses 
resuming my functions, or their hearts 
mingling the expressions of my sorrow wi 
theirs* 

Having thus recited the principal circumstanc 
of a confinement and exile, long in tlieir durati 
variegated in their modes, and, to me, ruino 
in their eflects ; I shall now advert to the e 
dence, on which government, and those w 

act 
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acted under its authority, or rather usurped and 
exercised its powers, seem to have founded their 
proceedings, and inflicted my sufferings. 

That the' evidence against us. Northern priso- 
ners, in mass, was not only defective, but 
unworthy of the name, I have already shewn, 
hy a variety of circumstances. To these how- 
ever, another may be added, of the same com- 
plexion. That is, that, in July l^SS'^the awful 
^^nonlk of terror y rage^ and 6/c?orf— they were 
repeatedly served with notice of trial, and even 
cited before a court-martial then daily sitting; 
2^nd, as repeatedly, reconducted to their prison, 
Without having proceedings of any kind insti- 
tuted against them. 

In respect to me, the vile means used to 

Procure information, not only to the last hour 

^f my confinement, but for many months after 

^^y release, amount, nearly to a demonstration of 

"•^lie same fact. Nay, my liberation itself, in 

^uch circumstances, demonstrates more. It 

demonstrates that evidence sufficient to satisfy 

either jury, or court-martial could not possibly 

l)e procured, or created, and carries, in its 

. losom, an acquittal as fair, full, and honorable, 

Dnthe part of government, as ieverman enjoyed. 

Of the actual information received respecting 
me, or the foundation which it might lay for 

the 
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the severities under which I was laboring, I 
had no knowledge, during my confinement; 
Except from reports, equally vague and incori- 
sistent. However, about a year after my return 
from Fort- George, after much inquiry, and 
some trouble, I procured a part of the report of 
the secret committee of the house of Lordly 
containing 90 pages, in folio. On finding that 
this contained, at large> the informations of 
John Hughes, formerly mentioned, I was highljr 
gratified ; and, on reading the part, relative ta 
myself, not less surprised. 

As this precious recorcj, I believe, has not 
been in general circulation— and, as the cause 
of my surprise may, therefore, be unknown— 
I shall transcribe what relates to me, as deli- 
vered on oath, August 3d. itOS. It is, literally^ 

as follows : 

t 

« He has known the Reverend Steel Dickson 
of Portaferry these two years intimatelj'; — saw 
him at the assizes of Antrim and Down at lent 
assizes 1797- He saw him acting with Lowry, 
Turner and Teeling as one of the committee 
for the conducting the prisoner's defence- 
Nicholas Magin called on him with a message 
from Doctor Dicksou, that Dickson was going 
to BallynahincK to remain there till Tuesday, 
and that he would be at Mr. Pottirtger's till 
seven o'clock of that evening. Dickson called 

upon 
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apon him Friday the first of June at his house 

in Belfast, and told him that the Colonels of the 

pnited regiments in the county of Down had 

had. a meeting in a field, on the day before, as 

Mr. Magin had stated; that twenty three of 

thein had agreed to fight and commence the 

rebellion, provided the county of Antrim and 

the other counties of Ulster, as he believes,' 

would act with them, and as he (Dickson) knew 

there w^as to have been a meeting of the Colonels 

of the county of Antrim that day, (viz. the first 

of June) Dickson wished to know whether he 

Ji3Ld heard any thing from it--he said he had not 

lizard of the meeting — he knew there was to be 

si^ch a meeting — Hunter told him so— Dickson 

^3.id he would go out to Mr. Pottinger's that 

•Evening, and requested he would send him 

^'^tielligence of what should be done in the 

Antrim meeting; that he would go from Mr. 

Pottinger's to Bailee, where he v/as to preach on 

^ ^nday ; from thence he \yould go to Ballina- 

^ i nch and remain there till Wednesday, 

On the Sunday, Mr. Keane, of Finlay's 
^^nk, came from Dublin, and asked him where 



*r. Dickson was— he told him he would find 
*^im at Ballinahinch— Keane went there on 
"^^onday, as he believes. 

Oft Friday the 1st. of June, Dickson told him 

^liat he was one of the Adjutant Generals of the 

'} united 
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united Irishmen's forces in the county of Down, 
and that he (Dickson) would go to Ballinahinch 
.And remain there till Wednesday, as it was a 
central place, from which he could issue his 
order's to hi« officers- -Dickson told him that the 
reason why be would remain at Ballinahinch 
till Wednesday was, that the Antrim Colonels 
had adjourned till the Tuesday, and that he could 
receive their determination in Ballinahinch on 
Wednesday.'* 

Though the inconsistency, self-contradiction, 
and insignificance, of this solemn memoir, must 
appear, at once, to every man of sense who 
reads it, a few observations may not be unneces- 
sary, for the use of the inattentive, or the cre- 
dulous : and, in these, I shall endeavour to 
follow the order of the text, 

1st. Then: " has known Dickson for two 
years intimately— saw him at the lent assizes of 
Antrim and Down, acting with Lowry, Turner, 
and Teeling, as one of the committee for the 
conducting the prisoner's defence." 

That I was at the Spring assizes, in both 
places, and the Summer assizes in Dovvn, I have 
already stated ; and the active part, which I 
took, in behalf of five of the prisoners in Down, 
I have acknowledged and derailed. But t 
positively deny that I had any connexion witfai 

Lowrjr, 
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L.owry, Turner, and Teeling, as ^\ one of the 
committee for the conducting the prisoner's 
defence^'* though I was frequently in their 
'Company.. 

I also deny that Hughes could possibly see 
me with tliem, a^he lent assizes for Antrim, as 
\ he asserts ; no one of them having been there, 
r at that time so. far as I know.* Nor was I there, 
asmemberof any committee, of for any general 
purpose of prisoner's defence. The cause of my 
attendance was well and extensively known ; 
and my justification requires th^t the knowledge 
of it should not be lost. Be it known then^ 
ftat some young men, very respectably con- 
J^cted in Belfast, were to be tried on cbargeft 
Meeting their lives. The principal evidence, 
®Q which their conviction was hoped oxid feared, 
^^ that of the notorious and celebrated BeHL 
*^ARTIN. She had grown up, almost from a 
^Mld, under my eye, in Portaferry. Her family 
^as very poor, partly from her mother's decte- 
Pitude and long confinement to bed. The 
^^spectable families of the town and neighbour- 
'^^>od were well disposed to assist them; and 
S^U was encouraged to call on them occasion- 
ally for milk, cold meat, and other little comforts. 

C o This 

* Lowry, Tqrner, and Teeling might have beet^ at these 
^^zes, unknovrn to me, as I was nol then acquainted with ono 
^^ <Hher of the three. My first introduction to them^ or any of 
^^Q^ waS|vatDowiipatrlck^ on the following week. 
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This she confiniiedte do^ tillslie became oertipff 
a woman.; though, latterlj^, she was sfvaddicted 
io lying ^nAtkeft, that she wasvSeWom admitted 
farther than _ the hall, wherever she c^lli^. 
Unfortanateljf for her, s\ie^ grew up lyitl^ a 
liandsomefaceand good person. These exposed 
lier to temptations, to resist which she prove^ 
defiqiept, either inj,wisdopi, or in will. These 
circumstances had become known in Belfast, 
wheie she had resided .fox a considerable time, 
previous to her information against the young 
men alluded to. Hence, not only Mx. Jame» 
M'Clarj) a respectable merchant in Portaferryy 
5n whose work her father had been long employed^ 
and I, U> wl^om the^poor family had«ver looke^ 
as a, guardian, but ij)rd Viscount Castlereag^ 
and tbe^ Rev. John Clelandy who had, for. yeare^, 
lived m the neighbourhood, were sumqioned tc^ 
appear* at Carrickfergus, irt, order to impetfch /ik^ 
character. Inconsequence we all did app^ai^, 
and wece detained, there^ during a whole wee^, 
to no purpose. The lady, though kept un^er 
a military guard, contrived, or wfis permitted 
bj/ connivancey to makp her esca|)e, on the m^fiX 
previous to the intended triaL and there wa&iw 
pro^ecutlon.^ 

• However romantic the preceding paragFapfr 

iTftayafipc^, it; is .strictly true. Thje Peers »nd 

Plebeians, w.Iiom I have mentioned, Mr. M'Ctoiy 

..excepted, are still living, andean attest its trutfc 

■•■■'- ' y yiiy 
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jr. Turner, and Teeling, as ** one of the 
littee for the conducting the prisoner's 
36 5" though I was frequently in their 
any. 

so deny that Hughes could possibly see 
ih tliem, a^he lent assizes for Antrim, as 
erts ; no one of them havhig been there^ 
; time so far as I know.* Nor was I there, 
nber of any committee, of for any general 
se of prisoner's defence. The cause of my 
lance was well and extensively known ; 
}r justification requires th£it the knowledge 
should not be lost. Be it known then^ 
ome young men, very resjJectably con- 
1 in Belfast, were to be tried on cbargei 
ng their lives. The principal evidence, 
ich their conviction was hoped sxtd feared, 
lat of the notorious and celebrated BeCL 
IN. She had grown up, almost from a 
under my eye, in Portaferry. Her family 
3ry poor, partly from her mother's decte- 
and long confinement to bed. The 
table families of the town and neighbour- 
were well disposed to assist them 3 and 
as encouraged to call on them occasion- 
r milk, cold meat, and other little comforts. 

C o This 

firry. Tamer, and Teeling might ha?e beeft at these 
inknovrn to me, as I was nol then acquatnted irith 009 
of the three. My first iutrodaction to them, or aoy of 
as|* at Downpatrick^ on the foliowiog week. 
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sentence '6f the report before me. ** Dicb 
cialled upon him (Hughes) Friday the first 
June at his house in Belfast, and told him tl 
the Colonels of the united regiments of 1 
county of Down had had a meeting in a field 
the day before, as Mr. Magin had stated^ tl 
twenty three of them had agreed to fight i 
commence the rebellion, provided the cou] 
of Antrim, and the other counties of Uis 
as he believes, would act with them." 

The information, contained in this 1< 
setiteiice, is attributed to Dr. Dickson witt 

• 

reference to a supposed previous statement 
Mr. Magin, perfectly Coincident. Dr. Dicksc 
information to Mr. Hughes, he swears to h 
been on the first of* June. Mr. Magin's sn 
ment must have been on the same day, as'b 
connect the meeting spoken of with the i 
immediately preceding. 

Now what is the amount of all this ? 
what foundation does it rest its claims to era 
Neither Dr. Dickson nor Mr. Magin are m 
to speak from knowledge. But, supposing t 
had spoken from knowledge^ what did they s 
" A tneeting of Colonels had taken place 
field." Where was that field ? In what bar 
or parish ? No matteh " Twenty three of tl 
Colonels agreed to fight &c. &c." without re{ 
to the authority or approbation, of any supc 

office 
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officer— any Adjutant General or Commander 
in chief— " provided the county of Antrim, and 
the other counties of Ulster, would act with 
them." This is all that can possibly be learned 
directly from the preceding information. It 
• inculpates no man, byname; ggrdoes it even. 
insinuate that any man, of a rank superior to 
that of Colonel, was concerned with, or recog- 
nized by, the field-meeting of which it speaks. 
With Tiespect to Dr. Dickson, it leads to no 
inference, but- that be was employed in sending 
messages without meaning, and tellingif silly- 
stories to no purpose. However the succeeding 
short paragraph, in some measure, wipes off 
that reproach. It runs, as follows r 

*^ As he (Dickson) knew there was to have 
been a meeting of the Colonels of the county of 
Antrim that day, (viz. the first of June) Dick- 
son wished to know whether he had heard any 
i)^mg from it— he said he had not heard <)f the 
meeting — he knew there was to be such a 
meeting— Huqter had told him so.'* 

From this it appears, that Dr. Dickson had 
'^some end in view; and that his end was to 
procure informationyrom a meeting of Colonels 
oF the county of Antrim, in return for what he 
had communicated from the county of Down. 
«« Dickson wished to know whether he (Hughes) 
had heard any thing fjvm the meeting &c. &c," 

Mark 



•^ 
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Mark what follows ! — ** He said he had net, 
heard (not from, bat) q^ the meeting." And, 
then immediately 3aid farther, ** he knew there 
was to be such a meeting — Hunter told him so/* . 
Are these " saids'* reconcileable ? Or are they 
not flat contradictions to each other ? Yet. to 
these " saids,'' as the very *^ saids" uttered by 
John Hughes to Dr. Dickson, s^id John Hughet . 
positively swore, before the secret committee of 
Irish ILords, as appears by their printed report*-^ 

The ^cceedhig :^€?irtence goes to shew ttiat 
Dr. Dickson was exceedingly ahxious to procure ' 
intelIig^cefromtlie'mceting"6f Antrim Colonels, 
and detertnined not to leave the neight)Ourbood 
of Belfast without ft. " Dick^6n gaid he would 
go out to Mr. Pottinger's and requested he would 
send htm intelligence of what should be done iq. 
the Antrim meeting ; that he would go from Mr, 
Pottinger's to Ba,llee^ wherp l)e w^^ to preaclj 
on Sunday ; from thence he would go to Bally r 
nahinch'and remain there till Wednesday/- 

On this sentence ttiy remark sbaW t)e very 
short. 1st. Dr. Dickson's supposed message by 
Mr. Magin limits his intended stay at Efallyn^- 
hirich to Tuesdays whereas his words to Mr. 
Hughes, though evidently spoken, at latest^ 
a very few hours afterwards, perhaps not one, 
according to the report of the committee, extend 
it to Wednesday. 2dly, The message does no^ 

even 



even hint that Dr. Dickson intended to be in 
Belfast, on that day, bnt as being at Mh Pot- 
' titigcr's, and about to be titerc imtll seven o'clock 
in the evening. Mr. Hughes speaks of him as 
being in Belfast^ whence he proposed going to 
Mr. Pbttinger's in the evening. These, however, 
mre rnconsistencies so trivial as scarcely to 
deserve notice. But this same sentence contains 
a circumstance of another kiiid^ and which will 
afupn appear to be of some importance. This ks^ 
** A request that intelligence of what should rbc; 
doQe in the Antrim meeting might, be sent aftci' 
JiiVft to Mr. Pottinger*s, whence /se z^as to proceed 
*> Bailee.'* Of this reqjuest nothing shall be 
f observed at present, only tlwt witk it the sup- 
•PQsed interview between Dr. Dickson and Mr. 
^.ughes must have terminated; and all Mr- 
^tigheis's matter of inforroajLion respecting the 
^Dctor must have then terminated likewise, as 
^^^ sttcceeding comm^unieation between Ihem^ 
Jr conversation^ me^^g^^ or epi»tle> is ev«u 

That this, was the case appears from the 

episode which follaws> and. of which the reajder 

^^iU foruii his own opinioi^. " On. the. Sunday, 

*'Ir. Keane, of.Finlay's bank, came from Dub^ 

. V^> and asked him ** where Dr. Dickso^ was^'r^ 

'Je told him he would find him at Bally nahincU 

t^Keane went there.on Monday, as lie believe^'' 
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Why the preceding was int/odnced t 
Hughes, or inserted in th)e Lord's report, 
cannot possibly conceive, as it cannot be tof 
tared into the support of any charge or evei 
suspicion against Dr. Dickson. Yet, it derive^ 
importance^ Hke many other sillyy senseless, 
impertinent, things, from the p/ac^ which it A(?/t£^ 
Hence, like tliein, it may claim some notice. 

Be it noted then, that Mr. Keane of Finlay^ 
bank was a person totally unknown to Dc 
Dickson ; and that he never had any bi^iie^ 
either with him or Finlay*s bank, of ahy kin* 
whatever— that, from what has been related, 10 
this narrative. Dr. Dickson neither was ncp 
could be found by him, in Ballynahinch, o' 
Monday— and, thai, as.Dr. Dickson was take^ 
prisoner, on the day following, it may be pre 
sumed that they did not meet, on that day. 

Be it noted also, that Portaferry, the place « 
Dr. Dickson's residence, and Belfast, are equall 
distant from Dublin, though twenty two- mil * 
asunder — that, on Sunday, Dr. Dickson, ^ 
Minister of the congregation, was more lik^l 
to be found there, than heard of in Belfas 
What, then, could drive Mr. Keane to Belfa^ 
to inquire where Dr. Dickson was, be his bas: 
ne^s what it might ? And, in a town so pdpok^^ 
and where Dr. Dickson had ntiany hundreds < 

intimate acquaintances during thirty preeedio 

yeatr 
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years; what kind daemon could have directed 
him to Mr. Hughes^ who has claimed only an 
.intimate knowledge of the Doctor, for two years, 
and with whom the Doctor has disclaimed all 
intimacy ? Should it be supposed that Mr. 
Keane had been at Portaferry, and directed 
thence to Belfast, such supposition must be 
overturned by the fact that every individual of 
the Doctor's family could have assured him of 
finding him at Bailee on Monday. 

Only one supposition remains, on which Mr. 

1^ Keane's going' to Belfast can be accounted for. 

That is, that Dr. Dickson, as he did not know 



\ 



M that such a man as Mr. Keane existed, may 
M have informed some friend in Dublin, who 
il iaformedJMf . Keane, that he might be heard of 
^ Belfast, at such and such a time. 

But, at such a time, and in such an emergency, 
^hygive such information ? Dr. Dickson knew 
^hat he was obliged^ by the appointment of his 
*^resby tery, to be at Bailee, on Saturday, Sunday, 
^*id Monday (2d. 3d. and 4th. of June) and 
"^as determined to proceed thence to B^llina- 
^incb. Why, then, not inforin his friend directly r^ 
*hat he would be found at these places, on these 
.^ays respectively, rather than give occasion to 
^ rWandering inquiry by a circuitous route ? 
^fom- Dublin to Ballinahinch, direct, is only 
^^v^niy/our miles j by Belfast, ninety -four" -to 

D d Bailee, 
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Battee> seventy-tkre^ j hy BeUast^ me hmdr^ 
imid four. Besides, the ip£8tfrpuU;ion> oJoytaiocd 
ia BeHast, only led to a wild-goose chase i 
iKhereaa the other would have secufed the attan- 
ment of its object 

I sh?tll mention only one otheF Qircim)t$tano#» 
Qn this pt^rt of the bu^inesjs, Mr* Hughes. sw^prCj 
before the committee, that '' Dicksipu ^aU he 
would go from Mr. Pottiug^p's to Bailee, W'bfie 
he was to preach on Sunday" — the very Sunday, 
on which he siwore also that Mri Keane called 
€iii him. Now, as Dr. Dickspi]^ was to be at .■ 
Bailee^ by an s^uthoritative appointment, nol 
only on Sunday, hut on the preceding SsUunittf, 
and Monday following, is it probable thai he - 
mentioned one of these days to Mr. Huglm^ 
without speaking of the other two > If soi, wligr \ 
tell Mr. Keane— -and, as appears, tell hin|:. 
posUively—''^^ he would find him at Ballinahincbj% 
where, in consequence of his appointmeaiki he 
could not possibly be ? 

We naw come to the last paranapb ef Mr. ' | 
Hughes'ti information, in the order of the Lord*9 
report. ^' On Fiiday the 1st. of Jane, Dk^kaoq -i 
told him that he iwsone of the Adjutant Grae- '. 
rals -of the united Irishmen's focces inthecopoiy . 
of Down; and that he (Dickson) would go to. 
Ballinahinch and remain there till Wedn^day, 
as it w«ts a central ptace^ from which he coiJd 

issue 
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I 

is ordei*s to faiB offic^s*«-^tNckj;tffi told him 
t reason wli/tie vrouhl remain at I^liikia^ 
till Wednesday wa^> that th^ Antrim 
Is had adjourned till the Tuesday, and 
le eould receive their deterihination in 
ihitfch on WfednesA^y.^ 

It a paragrapii is here ! ! t Oa cbhi^id^riikg 
it standsi and z^i^e it etattds, it hai^ a 
9 aspect— on plaicing it teh^l^it ougftt to be 
storing the contiesiofi, bt^e^ by tfai 
ing episode, I am convinted, itty ftjadter^ 
3 •9«irpriBed;» astonii^h'ed^ ^roVdkdd! B/ 
J back td the iir*t 0tragra]^h, ih^y Will 
re that Dr. Dickson's ij;u|)poih^d ities^^gA 
p. Ms^in was dehwred to Mr. Hoghei*, 
Say the 1st. of June, aiid tbat the Doctor's 
n^niicatiori, accofdfibg With Wh^t ^* Mr. 
ktfd statedy wai^ made tb hitti, on if^e sdfnt 
On retuf*ning to this paragraph, he Will 
lat it begins with : ^' Oh Friday the l$t. of 
Dickson told, &c. &c." Hent^ the Whole 
nation, contained In both paragtaph^, 
have been gioen to Mr. HAi^s t>tl the 
* 1st. of Jun«, twa days ptevious to Mr* 
j's arrival from DaMin on Sunduy the 
5f. Jtme whatever iway fea^ebeeh the brdef*^ 
i^ih said inlbrmaitiM may hate 1>een cotti^ 
crted by him, to the cotpi^itii^ of Lords. 



pd2 Here 
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. Here, it nolay naturally be asked, " wh 
the story of Mr. Keane inHdrted in the 
before this paragraph ?" 

The reason, to me, seems obvious. 
Hughes had told his story, before it was 
ved by him. General Barber, before wh( 
first swore, or his other' wise and noble < 
nants— the hereditary Counsellors of Kings 
his information was mysterious^ defectiv 
good for nothing, witliout explanation, ad 
and amendments. It assigned no reason 
ever for Dr. Dickson's intended joume 
any end to be accomplished, either by his 
t03 or remaining at, Ballinahinch. This 
discovered, it became necessary to ranss 
memory, or stimulate the invention o 
Hughes, anewy . in order to make someth 
him and his discoveries. The result of thi 
mage, or stimulation, or both, as stated 
paragraph under consideration, explains 
mystery, supplies every defect, and ac 
for every resolve, and every movement. . • 
son told him that he was one of the X< 
Generals &c. &c.*— that he would go to I 
hinch &c. &c as it yr^ a central p]ac< 
which ,he could issue his orders to his off 
that he would remain in Ballinahinch til 
nesday^ because the Antrim Colonel 

adj 
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adjourned till the Tuesday, and he could receive 
their deteraiin^on in Ballinahinch on Wed- 
nesday." . 

Now, admitting that Dr. Dickson was one 
of the Adjutant Generals of the countj'^ of Down, 
the first reason for his going to, and remaining 
at Ballinahinch, is perfectly competent. That 
it was deemed th^ most eligible place for head- 
quarters, the Rebels proved, afterwards, by 
fixing their standard there. Oftlie second reason 
the same may be said, though, to an inattentive 
reader, its competency may not be sd obvious.* 
If such will revise the first paragragh, of the 
examination of Mr. Hughes, he will see that the 
■ figreementof the twenty- three Colonels of the 
county of Down, on the 31st. of May, to 
" commence the rebellion," was on the condi- 
tion that ^' the county of Antrim, and the oilier 
counties of Ulster y • would act with them.'* Hence 
an apparent necessity that an Adjutant General 
of the county of Down should be assured of the 
. co-operation of the other counties, before he 
. could, with propriety, issue any orders lo his 
Officers " to commence the rebellion.*' Conse- 
quently, this reason for GENERAL DiCKSON's 
" going to, and remaining at, Ballinahinch, 
until he should receive the determination of the 
Antrim Colonels," as assigned by Mr. Hughes, 
is equally competent, so far as it extends. But, 
it did not extend far enough. The commence- 

ment 
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j&eoi of the rebellion was not agreed to %y ihH 
ccNiMy of Down Colonels, mi the «xcliMfrle 

f ft __ 

condition of the co-operation of the couttty *f 
Antrim, but that of " the other counties of 
Uifeter/' Admitting, therefore, that the deter- 
miwation of the Antrim Colonels had been 
fktorabie, can it be supposed that General 
Dickson ^ould havepresumed, on & alone, to 
istoue orders to his Officer^ " to commence the 
refcelHon ; or that they would have acted on such! 
wAet^ ; white t^ii ijetermifiation of all the othe^ 
cbutoties of Ulster Was, to thend totally unknown^ 
Th^ s^p^sitioii is too f^iici to be entertained, 
et^n for h momeatv 

Perhaps it n!iky be said, in O]p|^ositibn to tbiir 
that th<^^ two Countilis did " cbmrnrence the 
rebeUiofi,*^ witiiont knowing the d^iermin^tion 
oftheMhercotmties. IVile! Bat, it is equally 
true, to far as I conid evet learn> that they did 
so without the fefderis of iiny Getiertil — nay, 
contrary to the will, and with6ut the cO-opera*- 
tion, €V€H of tbtir Colonels^ 

But, let us return to the examinations of Mr* 
liughes. Was Dr. Dicksoii really an Adjutant 
General ? Mr. Hughes has sworn that he toM 
%im so. And this is the only e\'4deilce of the 
fact, so far as I know, that has evef been pro- 
duced, or even alleged. Now, in what words 
according to the oath of Mr. Hughes, did he 

t€ll 
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teH Urn so ? ^ Dickson told him that he was 
*9(ne of the Adjolmnt Generals of the county of 
■Dpwn.*' One of the Adjutant Generals! ! 
This must be incorrect. Either Dr. IHckson^ 
;or-Mr. Hvghes, must have been vecy ignorant 
q9 op inattentive to> the military censtitutiea 
tf their own body; for, in the same report of 
the committee of Lords, from which I have 
extracted the examinations of Mr. Hughes^ 
[ those of Thomas Addis Emmipt Esq. and Dr* 
M-Nevin, taken on oath, the 7th. and 11th. of 
August 1798, shew that there was only one 
Aidjtttant General in each county. The words 
of Mr. Emmet are : " it was thought necessary 
(by the executive) to have an Adjutant General 
' in each county :'* And again, ^ the Colonels, 
of each county returned the names of three 
persons to the executive, who appointed one 
iA them to act as Adjutant General of the 
county." Dr. M'Nevin's are the same> except 
th^ word, " sent," instead of ** returned." 
How, then, could Dr. Dickson tell Mr. Hughes^ 
not that he was tlie Adjutant General, but " one 
of tfte Adjutant Generab of the county of 
Down ?'^ Let every reader answer this question 
to himself; and judge of General Dickson and 
Mr. Hughes accordingly. 

I now come to smoother circvmstsoice in this 
pAtfagraph, whicb 9e«ms of some importance. 
Mr. Hughes haa swoxn that Dr. Dickson's 

alleged 
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alleged reason for going to Ballinahincli, 
the conveniency of the place, from its centT^^j 
situation, for issuing his orders to his officei:^-^ 
and, for remaining there till Wednesday, tYkstt, 
on that day, he could receive the delerminatk^ii 
of the Antrim Colonels. 'Now, if the receipt 
of this determination was necessary, previoi:^ 
to the issue of his orders, these orders m\xS^ 
have been very limited, or the Doctor, noV^r 
dubbed General, must have had a very hig'^ 
opinion of his own abilities. He did not expe^^* 
to receive the determination till Wednesday* 
Its arrival might be late in the day, And \x *^ 
stay was limited to that day. How, then, c^^ul- ^ 
he suppose himself capable of preparing aw ^ 
issuing orders, through a large county, andt>^^ 
a number of Colonels, so great that twent 
three constituted only a part, in one day, 
rather, a few hours of one day ? This 
to imply some difficulty, even supposing h»- *i 
waiting tjie return of his couriers totally udn 
cessiary. However this difficulty is remov 
by adverting to a simple fact. The duty ^} 
Adjutant General was strictly confined to tM^^ 
communication of such useful knowledge as lie 
could procure, on subjects particularly specifi^A 
to the executive exclusivdy, and in like mann^^'V 
to communicate military orders from them, a^ind 
ivoxn them alone. Hence, General Dickson 
could be in no difficulty about the '* issue of A^? 
orders. He could have none such to issue 1 1^^^ 
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could he have any official connexion with the 
meeting of the colonels of the county of Antrim^ 

orof any other county in Ulster. This I assert^ 

on the authority of the reports so often quoted; 

and leave my readers^ as before^ to form their 

own opinions. 

Prolix as I may have been, on the matter of 
Mtr. Hughes* examinations, a circumstance^ 
niost perplexing, yet remains for consideration. 
MLr. Hughes swears that, " as he (Dickson) knew 
tliere.was to have been ^ meeting of the colonels 
of the county of Antrim that day, Dickson 
wished to know whether hfe had^ heard any 
thing from it<-^he said he had not heard of the 
naeeting/* Again, " Dickson told him that 
the reason why he would remain at Ballinahinch 
till Wednesday was, that the Antrim colonels 
had adjourned till the Tuesday." And " Dick- 
son requested him to send him intelligence, to 
^^r. Pottinger's of what should be done in the 
A^Dtrim meeting." 

I have called the circumstance, now repeated, 
'^ perplexing." I cannot review it without 
Perplexity. This, however, does not arise 
^'^oixi its obscurity, but from the confusion, in- 
consistency, and self-contradiction, with which 
*h^ relation of it is so strongly marked. 
^e not only asserted repeatedly in wordsy but 
«Mroye thrice, at three very different times, and 

E e before 
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before three' tribunals, to the same incon^isten- 
cies and contradictions. He swore that Dr. 
Dickson came to him the 1st. of June, desiring 
information from him respecting a meeting of " 
colonels---that Dr. Dickson gave him the very ' 
information which he expressed a wish to 
procui;^ — and after having given hinji this inf^- 
• inatipn, 0r. Dickson, on parfipgy requested the 
same inibrmatipt^ to be s^nt after l^im &c.'^ 
Now, if .tbe^e wprd^ do, npt esypress cpntrpdic- 
tipns^ 1 cam^ot conceive what the w:ord " con- 
tradiptipn'^ ni(9anj9. And if sweariqg to thi^se 
words does not constitute .per;7/rj/, I am equally 
at s^ Iqsi^ tp know, wherein perjnry consists. 
How.eveF, shpujd it \y^ Apem^^ perjury^ let it be 
observed. thaA this is the, ^epond instance in^ 
w.hich M.r*, Hughes stands seIf-convicted.o£Uiat^ 
crime^- in bis examinatipn respeQtipg Dr. Dick* 
son, as publi?,l^/ed by az/;A(?r//y. 

To account f6r all this, so far as it respects* 
Mr. Hughes, let it be remembered that, whe 
he: \vas. smuggled, into. th(& sto^e^ where Dn 
Diiqkson was put ui:>der ^ sweating course in tik 
prevost-prison^ he was deratigedy or affected t: 
be so: that bp w.aiS. carried off daily for afe -^^ 
hours, i)p dou^t tp allow him an opportuui 
of; breathing a better air : that, during th& as^ 
hours, none of bis fellpvy-prispners were adm m t-^ 
ted, lest their breath shonld affect him^' a«:i^ 
that on these occasions, general Barber iva» 



I 



iiM priAcipftl nHirse-tender. In sttcK fc sTtt^- 

t.i<i;ti, it niay bie supposed that gfeheral Barber 

^ht ask biM som^ (^liiestTom'; atid, as his 

iwtfe iaftll'^zb^j nclight require a cofnfirhirftfoh 

hh ^nsWfeft by iih 'oitli. H^fifcfe, hw Tticoti- 

sMkfdeb iate^ contradictiohs ttiay b6 jtscHbed 

a ebbfased recolkclfdtl^ M^fvous agit^tion^ 

%eM{)orrary d^fAttg^ttiftttl, di- pfflSy of the hiind, 

«i#irfilg frcftil terror. Once inVdlved in these, 

CLttd ttMMigleA. liy this oath, he could ndt 

I'eciede. To recede would hav^e been, not ohTy 

to^ foirfeit his hon&r as ^ r^f penitent and faithfid 

^^^itnaHi; but to ertibrace the i8im/)-/ron and the 

hatikeii as the rewk'rd bf his virtdes, and only 

■ i^fWtiatogf pdrtioh ttf his ihheritance; 

k « ' ' ■ 

But, whatever may have been the agitation^ 
^eraiigeirient, or mental palsy of Mi*. iHughes; 

^ndhbweVer uniform and ihyet^rtdft^ the disorder 
of his diind may have coritinut^d for two nionths ; 
"^e. cannot suppose that all the ihembersf of the 

• »eicr6t committee of Ibrd^-'-ndy, that all the 
*^t!iirbcrs of both hotls^s ot parliimeht ; and all 
*He law-officers >of thfe- croWri, including even 
*bi6ir derks, were a)sr stupified, dethehted, or 
P^^teed in intellect, as he appwrs to have been, 
What th€n are we to suppose? L^t nt suppose 
^^ best. That is, thekt they were all so deeply 
*Jifl unceasingly immerged in i. great eventful 
P^iticaL project y that they had n€jither eye^ ears, 
**^e, nor attention to lUvish on the ateurdities, 

£ e !S inconsistenciest 
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iaconsistenciesi and self-contradictions c 
Hughes, and his fellow-laborers for the< 
yard^ or the sides of the king^s highways. 
even if implicitly received, and acted on 
utmost, could only relieve them froi 
impertinence of a few individuals hOi 
their views. The other, if succeeded in, 
not only disburthen their country of i^n 
rial crown, and secure it against the pro 
curse of a national legislature; but gratil 
own inqualified love of tjieir native soil, I 
demning a great majority of themselv 
their successors for ever, to languish on its { 
or riot on its produce, clothed with well- 
contempt, pious execration, and w 
political insignificance. 

■ 

On the whole of vi^hat I have state 
on the supposition that my readers 
moderate share of common-sense ; I ask 
any thing above stupidity, ignorance, c 
nity, have encouraged or received any 
the examinations of John Hughes as in/or 
Could ^py thing short of the same 
defects or derangement ; or an inat 
Unpardonable in counsellors of a crown 
lators of . a kiqgdom, and guardians 
property, lives> and liberties, of a. 
account for their publication to the w 
containing evidence of erifne in any human 
Niy^jt 1 ask> ipust not : the governmi 
... i . um 
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ti&derlin«^s^ entrusted with, or usurping and 

exercising its powers, which acted on such 

^ information, to the distress and ruin of many 

' indindlials and families ; and even to the priva* 

* tiouof life; be charged with blended credulity, 
Aisguided passion, personal enmity, or gratu- 

'{tons malice f These questions I do not con- 
fine-to the advocates or the opponents of the 

' ttimiiters and legislators of that day. To them-^ 
Mlires, or 'such.of them as providence yet 
preserves, I freely propose them. Let such 
ttnswer, as at a future day they must answer, 
and their answers shall be decisive. 

With respect to Dr. Dickson, there can be 
^. but one opinion, in this matter. From the 
•senmiiiationsof Hughes*— the only examinations, 
. '^pointing at lum^ an authenticated report of which 
'It^ yet reached my eye or ear-— even a shade of 
•' ^^^minality does not attach to his character. 
l^^&y thing, which can be darkened into such, 
'ests entirely on words attributed to himself; 
^'id which, if spoken, conveyed sl falsehood. In 
^ct, after all the eager, insiduous, virulent, and 
'^ng-protracted attempts, which have beeu 
'^^ade the purchase^ create or extorty evidence 
^f his criminality, he appears, even now, to 
'^n.Te been his own, and his ONLY, supposed 
^Ocuser. And this, notwithstanding the pub* 
^icity of his character and conduct, for more 
*'Han. thirty years, in the county of Down; and 

the 
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:tbc consequent intimacy ^with which iie was 
known by multitudes, embrs^ci^g eyi^ry . x^^^V^ 

.profession, and denomination,-— front .the higiiest 
to the lowest — from the peer to,the pepsant-r*- 
and from the bii^bop to the. beadle, :,,An^» 
potwithstanding tbe extension of his p.oimexi9[QS 
and intimacy with the populous towi|9f: BeUart; 
a considerable part of the county of; Aiitrim; 
to many other person^ and places in Uj|ste(3r aqd 
not a few in Leinster^ . including the city of 
Dublin. I say, notwithstanding all thes^, Dr. 
Dickson appears as his own only accuser ! \ ssff, 
farther that he challenges the whole surviving 
train of his persecutors and calumniators, the 
Rev. John Cleland liot excepted, to! convict 
him ', or bring forward* a credible witness, wtta 
shall convict him ;. of any public act^ as-aman, 
as a member of the state, or as a minister of the 
gospeh for which virtue will disclaim faiito, 
religion chill him with a frown, or his coantfy 
brand him with the odious character of akn eneiily 
to h^r rights, or an apostate from her interests 
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Shaving concluded my review 



OF THE 



MXAMDiATION OF MR. HUGHES, 
BEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF LORDS, 

I consioled myself with the hope that I had 
done with ex$iminations of him, and all such^ 
H<jw?ver, some lime after, I was convinced of 
the contrary. On reading it to a friend, he 
^ed me, with seeming astonishment, whether 
I did not know of other examinations, before 
t])ie secret committees, in which I was impli- 
cate^ I answered in the negative. He then 
told me that, though he had. not seen their re- 
ports, he CQuld assure me that they contained 
■ ^, lohg examination of Nicholas Magin, before 
^ comqtiiltee of the house 6f commons, in 
f ^hich my name was introduced i adding that, 
'^.I passed it unnoticed, it might be concluded 
tbatit contained information against me, which 
^ Could not refute,, and therefore dared not to 

Impressed with the justness of this observation, 
^ dtelayed the publication of my narrative, till I 
should procure a sight of this report ; which 
Proved a matter of much greater difficulty than 
7^ ^ould have imagined. It was not to be found 
^*^ the circle of those stigmatized, as myfriendsy 

or 
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or supposed to be such. However, after long 
delay, and many inquiries, it was obtained lA 
one of the most extensive offices of inteUige^cCt^ 
in the North of Ireland ; but an office fron^ 
which the mandate of cruelty never issned ; am3 
putinto my hand on the 4th. of September 181^^ 
and not before. . 

During my search, I was surprised at t^e 
difficulty of procuring the book. After reading 
it, I was more surprised that it could possibly be. 
procured. And, though it, no doubt, cootaips, 
much well-ibunded infurmatioh, and maoy) 
authentic documents, yet it contains also so. 
much jnatter, rising infinitely above^ And. 
extending far beyond, all foundation and all. 
authority, that it should never have been pre* . 
sented to the eye, or entrusted to the hand, of 
the disaffected. The whole edition should hav^^. 
been purchased, by the friends of the then. 
existing minister, social order, regular govern* . 
ment, and the imperial independence qf IrelM^ 
and sacrificed to Moloch, by the bands of tti^ 
common hangman — the officiating priest of tl^^ 
day : or by those, who abetted, and acted on, in<^ 
infonpation as that of Hughes and Magin ; to lE)e 
bound up with Sir Richard Musgrave's hista^ 
of the rebellion in Ireland, secured in tfai^i^ 

bureaus, and reserved for their amusement in tt^e. 

• 

day of affliction, and the consolation of tb^^ 
souls ou the bed of death. This idea> I trust, ^ 

h»^ 
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te folly justified, so far as the examination of 
hn Hughes, before the committee of Lords, 
concerned ; and we shall soon see, whether, 
d how far, that of Mr. Magin tends to its 

pport. 

\ 

Mr. Magin^s information is brought forward 
a preface, which displays the most scrupu^ 
18 and ardent zeal to establish his competency 
a witness ; and the correctness of the papers, 
ri^ed by the OATH of the Rev. John Cleland, 
i presented to the committee, as containing 
3 exact information communicated to him, 
m time to timcy by Magin ; or, as 1m s name 
:here spelled, ^^ Maguao. Said preface is as 
lows: 

No. 14 — " The information contained in this 
mber of the appendix was received from 
cholas Maguan, of Saintfield, in the county 
Down, who was himself . a member of the 
^vincial and county committees, and also a 
onel in the military system of united Irish- 
n. He was present at each of the meetings 
which an account is here given ; and from 
le to time, immediately after each meeting, 
nmunicated whatt passed thereat to the Rev* 
hn Cleland, a magistrate of the said county, 
^e person giving the information has since 
rified it upon oath before Uie committee of 
^ lords ', and Mr. Cleland has likewise sworn 

F f that 
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that the papers presented to the committee < 
tain the exact information so communicatei 
him by Maguan*"^ 

Surety, if esitemial circumstances can sU 
any information with credit, that giyen 
Maguan, committed to writing and sanctiol 
on oath, by Mr. Clelandy a clergyman at 
magistrate, must be credible. He (Ma|^ 
represented as high in office> both civil 
military; and therefore, may be suppose 
sound mind. He was an eye and ear witxy^ 
all that he attested, and made bis commuo 
tions to the Rev. John Cleland, from time Uk t 
immediately after each meeting which be at 
ded. Hence slips of memory can scareeilj 
suspected, even though he had neglected m 
Oik th6 i^Qt, of what passed at each of ll 
meetings. And the Rev. John Cleland s^ 
thafe ^^ the papers^ presented by him to 
committee^ contained the exact informatfoi 
communicated to him by Maguan." 1 
certainly, gives the contents of these pa| 
extended %s they are, and embracing a g 
variety of persons and things of no mean gc 
d^eration, an air of authenticity truly inrpos 
Indeed^ the extent and variety of their m\ 
are so greats thdt I cannot let them pass-w 
ticed* Though the time of action compreh* 
only thirteen moaths and twenty one days, 
detail the transactions of fourteen provit 

meeti 
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oietiogB; sixteen county meetingSy and nine 

Ai«etiogs of colonels, or of captains, at all which 

Mr, Ms^in must haire attended -, besides pro* 

'Viociai reports, returns of men, wom^en, nK>ney, 

Anna^ and ammunition, communications with 

- Piance^ and a letter from united Britons. Nor 

••re the style and arratigement unworthy of the 

sBubject. Though these are not perfectly clas- 

' wical or correct, I am fully convinced, there is 

v23otainan in Ireland, of Mr. Magin^s education, 

<^portunities, and connexions^ equal to suck 

fetation o( sucfi a r<faYa/,— EXCEPT himself. 

] But, be this as it may, though number 14 

occupies thirty pages large octavo, in a small 

^e, and with narrow margin; and though it 

'^ords so many meetings, it does not mention 

Br. Dickson as present at, or privy to, any one 

^ thete meetings ; neither does it mention, or 

^^ven allude to him, as holding any office derived 

from, or connected with, united Irishmen. 

His name, indeed, appears twice in the last 

^ine lines of Mr. Magin's information ; but this 

i» only in the mention of anreport, which had 

^^ached a meeting of colonels, assembled sonoue 

^herepr other on the 5th. of June, that he had 

been taken prisoner at Ballinahinch, on the 

preceding evening, and that the people there 

A^^d fi cpndi.tional intention to rescue him. 

• Ff2 Bat, 
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But, that Mr. Magin's information in 
appear in its own colors^ and rest on its a 
base, I shall transcribe the whole passage, r 
pecting the two. last meetings, of which 
makes mention ; and, of which it can be p 
suihed, even from the examinations of li 
Hixghes, that Dr. Dickson had any knowledj 

*• Meeting of colonels — May 3 1st. — Saintfic 

Persons assembled [their names] represen 
ten regiments; they received the provin< 
reports, and generally determined to act; se 
ral. messages passed between the different cc 
'Bels, as to this resolution ; a few days after t 
an adjutant general resigned, and at a meiet 
where twenty three colonels were assenaibl 
only two resolved for action, and the ot 
twenty one declared they would not act on 2 
plan but on the inyasion of the French or succ 
to the efforts of, the insurgents about Dub 
They are to meet again on Tuesday n§xt 
elect a new adjutant general, and to hear 
^situation of the other provinces. The adjut 
general for the county of down proposed tot; 
up his head-quarters at Ballinahinch, and 
. make it the place of rendezvous for the forcei 
the county of Down. 

On the 5th. June messages past between 
adjptant general of Dqwu and the colone 

tl 
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they urged the/adjutant general to put the county 
of Down in motion, or that if he declined it 
they would find a man who could do so. A 
message was received and delivered upon oath 
that the county of Antrim intended seizing on 
the magistrates assembled in Antrim at the 
sessions as hostages^ at the begiuning of their 
rising. It was ordered that an express should 
be sent to all the colonels of the county of 
Down, commanding them to collect their regi- 
ments as nearly as possible at the same time ; 
at this time an account was brought that Dr. 
Dickson was made a prisoner in Ballinahinch 
about nine o'clock yesterday evening by lord 
Apnesley's yeomen. At first it was resolved to 
wait the result of the meeting of the new execu- 
tive at Bally mena on the 8th. June ; they 
dispersed fqr the present, and concealed them- 
selves; afterwards attempts were made to pre- 
vail on persons to take the chief command. 
The people of Ballinahinch were of opinioa 
they could rescue Diekson the moment the- 
county meant to act, and it was their intentiom 
so to do/' 



Having faithfully presented this extract to 
my readers, I must now crave their attention to 
the only part of its contents, which can be sup- 
posed to glance at Dr. Dickson. ** A few days 
after the 3 1st. of Mayan adjutant general re-, 
signed'— Tuesday the^th* of June was appointed 

for 
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ibr the election of a successor— *tfaat election 
must have taken place, at, at some thne on 
that day> tlie etmiHy of I>own had an adjutant 
geticral— ay land that general was a poltroon, 
who after messages having passed between him 
and the colonels/ urging him to put the county 
of Down in motion, and threatening him with 
being superseded if he did not, refused, or hesi- 
tated so to do/^ 

Now, tliat general Dickson was not thai 
poHroon, Mr. Magin*s testimony fully proves^ 
For even supposing Dicksoji to have been absent 
when elected ; supposing that the urging and 
tJireatening was by message; surely the colonels, 
during this correspondence, must have, at least; 
known by their messfengers, where he was, and 
in what situation he was» Yet, of both they 
were totally ignorant ; nor does it appear that 
he was either spoken or thought of, during ihm 
day, until ^^ an account was bronght that Dr, 
Dickson was made a prisoner in Baliinahinch 
about nine o'clock yesterday evening ;'' on the 
receipt of which they believed it so firmly that 
" they dispersed and concealed themselves/* 

As a farther proof of this their ignorance, res* 
peeling Dr» Dickson, be it observed that the 
^count wi^s totally void cf truihj and could not 
possibly have excited either alarm or terror bad 
lii^y known any thing about him. He did not 

ajrrive 
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Arrive- in BallinaUiacli until after tan o'clock ea 

the evening of June the 4th. that is^ more thao 

sta hour after.the reported time of his arrest; 

and t^t arrest did not take place until niae 

o*clock on the evening foItowiag-^probaUjii 

several hours after the colonels luui dispersesd; 

SMid concealed themselves^ according %b Mr« 

AJTagin's information. Read this and wonder^ . 

ye children of credulity !' Read h and repent^ 

jre daemons of persecution ! Surely, lAme of 

>^oa will henceforth assert that Dr. Dickson was 

cm adjutant general of the county of Down th^ 

^tb. of June; or repeat the compliment paid 

him by Mr. Pollock ; " that he was not a cdic- 

**^, like the^^Mprwrf//y of his bnetftren !-^tfewas 

Should It be said thati^ tliough he neither tcM 

'^Or 072^ bff the poUrom general^ noimthstauA- 

^^9^ ^^r- Polloukyficm beliefof thecontrary> he 

'^^y have been the restgning general. The qu€»- 

^^^«>^put to Dr. DicksoB.by Mr. Pollock; ** whe^ 

*^^c h^ had not received a fgommissvQn as sucll, 

^^-i^Uinchy, in pjr^seAce of Mr. Magin;" and 

*^^4, proposed to Mr. Thomson^ by tlie Rei^- 

^ ^hn Cleland, " Whether he was not one of a 

^^l>utation, from the col>Aty of Down commit- 

-A who gave the Doctor a fabig^ appointment, 

Killinchy fair;'* together with the oath of 

^^r. Hughes that Dv. Dkksofl told him, on the 

^^*i, of June that he was dnc of the adjutant 

generals 
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generals of the county of Down ; as already 
stated) give a plausibility to such saying. But 
this must be all done away by the recollection 
that Mr. Magin's testimony^ which gave rise to 
both question^ and constitutes the whole of 
Mr. Gleland's book of chronicles^ is overturned 
by the single fact, that he (Magin) was not iri 
or near Killinchy, on the day assigned for the 
delivery of the commission in question j and 
That of Mr. Hughes, by the knowledge that 

■ 

there could not be move than one adjutant general 
in any county at the same time. ' 

Some additional light is thrown on this part 
of the subject by another fact. Though Mr. 
Magin's information gives an account of thirty 
nine meetings which he attended, in less than 
fourteen months, it does not mention or allude 
to, any meeting of any kind, at Killinchy, du- 
ring that period. Yet 1 consider myself autho« 
rised to af&rm that a meeting of colonels was 
-holden there, on the first Wednesday of May 
1798, being the day of a fair. Now, if such 
meeting was really holden there, why did not. 
Mr. Magin report it tOvMr. Cleland'to he dii 
'the otficrs f If he did report it, why does no 
the report appear in Mr. Cleland's •* exact com- 
munication of the information given him ?" " 

To these it may be answered, that the repo; 
90 f^ alB related to Dr. Dickson's commissio 

w 
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wasexpbsed, as a fable, to, Mr. Pollock, in the 

month of June; that, in all probability, this 

ex(M)sure was communicated immediately to Mr. 

Cleland, as all Mr. Magiri's former informations 

had been; and that, as Mr. Clelatid's papers 

were not presented to the conimitt^e of the house 

of Commons until the 17th. July, he, as a faith- 

lul recorder of truth for the public good^ took 

advantage of the itrtermediate time to expunge 

tbe whole Killinchy chapter frorn his invaluable 

f^oord; knowing that tlie smallest intermixture 

0f fable weakens the credit, and defeats the end^ 

. 9f the most veritable history. * 

5t| There is yet another circumstance, in the 
preceding extract, which seems rather unac- 
countable . A fexv days after the 3 1 st. May art 
*4|utant general resigned, and on the 5th. June 
* successor was chosen. Now, that all justice 
?iay be done to Mr. Magin, I shall suppose 
ftege few days to have been only two, or eyea 
P^rtof two. In this casfe, the resignation must 
*^a?e taken place on Saturday June 2d, This 
ieaves only two days for summoning the colonels 
^* the county ; for their assembling from all 
^^arters, and holding the nieeting at which they 
.^I^^inted June 5tb. for their new election. The 
^^^nty of Down is of very considerable extent^ 
^^d we must suppose the summons nearly of tlie 
•^<3ne extent, as, on the spur of the moment, 
f^^nty three- colonels attended— a number une- 

G g quailed 



226 REV. DR. DICKSON'S 

quailed in any one of the thirty eight previous 
meetings, at which Mr. Magi n was present. 
Hence, we must conclude that the expressed, 
announcing the resignation, .used all possible 
expedition ; and that the colonels must have 
been equally expeditious in hurrying to their 
place of meeting ; else they could not have had 
time for the business said to have been there 
transacted. 

But, supposing all this effected, how could 
these colonels presume to elect an adjutant ' 
general ^ The instruction of the provincial' 
meeting, February Stth. 1798, runs thus : 
'^ The colonels in each county are to make aut 
a list of the names of persons to actas adjutant 
generals, to be sealed up and returned through 
the mediiim of the provincial, or any other ' 
authentic channel :'' and Messrs. Etnoiet and . 
M'Neven have sworn that this was the usual 
mode of procedure. Their words are : *' The 
colonels of each county returned the names of 
three persons to the executive, ojie of whom wai ■ 
appointed, by the executive^ adjutant general of 
the county." 

This instruction and practice contrasted with 
Mr. Magin's statement present a perplexing 
dilemma. Should we admit that Mr. Magin 
had inadvertently made such a blunder in respect 
to the electors of an adjutant general, as Mr. 

Hughes 
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hughes had done about the n amber of such 
^ generals in each county ; and that the Down 
colonels had gotie through the routine prescribed, 
It jDiist be evident thsit this could not possibly 
iave been effected in the time mentioned. On 
fte other faand^ if Mr. Magin's statement be 
correct, these same colonels were guilty, not 
Hily of departing from instructions, but viol- 
ating the constitution of the united body, and 
hereby liable to such pains and penalties as 
beir executive might think proper to inflict. 
Vliich of these may have been the case J dare 
tot presume to determine ; though I am inclined 
81 favor the latter, for different reasons. First ; 
be former goes to charge Mr. Magin with a 
Knect falsehood, or the exact coipmunicator of 
4f informatibn with want of exactness ; while 
he latter leaves the credit of both untouched- 
lecondly 5 some of these twenty three colonels, 
ft such a county as Down> must have read a 
ittie -modem history. In such reading they 
irald not overlook glaring instances of constitUf . 
ions violated ; powers beyond^ above, and con^ 
fan/ to law exercised; military turned loose 
nder military magistrates ; and terror, torture, 
esolatton, and death, spread far and wide \ 
'bile the devisers, abettors, and perpetrators, 
r the whole, wer^e secured against every pain 
id penalty, except the lashes of their own 
mscience, and the e^tecratipn of the world, 
r hilU of indemnity issuing from a tender- 
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hearted indplgent legislature. Adoiit^ 

that some, might be damped by fep-r pl 

^ai penalties, may w.e not suppose that 

these half-read historisAas, after rbpUiPl 

examples of such violations, and such ind< 

might have addressed his brother-colo 

some such words as these : *' Ye kpow tl: 

have told you is true. Why, then shoijl 

afraid ? This is no tin^e to boggle at s) 

This d d resignation threat<eps the c 

lion of our system, and the demolitian 

hopes, if not immediately counteracted 

election of a successor, through whomcxi 

munigation with the e:^ecutive may b^ I 

The urgency of th^ case admits of no deU 

lis, therefore, meet on Tuesday, and pr< 

the election. It will be onlv £^ svtaU d 

from an iustruction ixi ^ matter ,of ma 

and if, under (?W governments, plunder, 

^ sacrilege, and murder— npt to. speak o 

mission to tenders, arbitrary Qon6newc 

perpetual exile— have been screened by 

indemnity, suyely our new gQvernaieai, 

considered our zeal, the pitrity of oujr ; 

and the merit, of our services, will not \ 

. from ns a bill of indemnity, when Qur'i 

shall be crowned^ with success'* 

• 

In the preceding review of Mr. Magii 
mation, as exactly communicated by 1 
JohnCleland, I trust it will be adoiitjtc 
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have treated both gentlemen, not only with 
. capdor, but with kindr^a— with candor, in stat- 

• . ing the information of the former in the exact. 
words sworn to by th^ latter-^with kindne% 
in endeavouring to Tfeconcile, or remove, thie 
seeming inconsistencies which they contain. 
Uiider this impression I would willingly have 

■ t^ken leave of them : but the volume before me ' 
obliges me to keep Mr. Magin a little longer in 

• view, as it contains a document, of which I had 
p^ver heard until the book came into my hands. 

[-. This is entitled, " extracts from the exarpina- 

tiqns of John Hughes 6£ Belfast, booKseller, 

' given upon oath before general Lucius Barber, 

I - aad since confirmed on oath before the commit- 

' tee of the lords, and on his examination before 

tjbe committee of the coflimons : ^' and contains 

# ic^tter which not only preser^ts Messrs. Hughes 
and Magin as difl^ring from each other, upon 
oath ; but Mr. Hughes as diiTering from himself, 
in aa instance, where mistake couW hardly have 
beea expected. In this document his words 
are : ** he ( ) called on him on Friday 
the 1st. of June, and toW him that the colonels 
of the nriited reginieutsof the county of Down, 
had had' a meeting in Samfjidd tlie day before 
as( ) had stated;" whereas, inhisexa- 
Difinatioo before the lords he swears that Dickson 
on the first of June, told him that the meeting 
OB the da«y before had been in a field as Mr. 
Magin bad stated/' Let these statements speiak 

for 
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for tliem selves ! I shall only observe that tke 
meeting thus doubly reported to Mr. Hughes ' 
as having taken place on the day before the 1st. 
of June; and that recorded by Mr. Magin, and 
ifftroduced thus, ^* meeting of colonels— May 
SIst.— 'Saintfield/' must have been the same. 

This admitted, let us advert to the accounts 
of this meeting, given on o/ith, by these gentle* 
men. Mr. Hughes, on the alleged authority 
of Dr. Dickson and a previous statement by Mr. 
Magin, calls it " a meeting of the colonels of 
the county ;" and speaks of twenty three ai^ 
being only a part of the number assembled. Mr* 
Magin's minute says : " persons assembled re- 
presented .ten regiments," without specifying 
their number* This leinres room for conjecture, 
both as to the nuniber of colonels who attended' 
this meeting, and the number appointed to each 
regiment. In order to reconcile the two ac- 
counts, we must attach three colonels, at least, 
to each of Mr. Magin's regiments, as a smaller 
Komber would not admit of twenty three being 
only a part of the attending colonels as already 
stated. Perhaps, however, this difficulty, like 
many others, must be referred for solution to 
those who created it. For my part, I made, the 
attempt again and again. At one time I flat* 
tered myself that I had succeeded. As Mr, • 
Magiu mentions a meeting of twenty three coto- 
Tiels, I endeavoured to identify it with that of 
Mr. Hughes. But, after many struggles, I 

Ayas 
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was pbliged to desist. They could not be 
brought into one, either as to time, circumstan- 
ces, or result. The one took place, May 31st. 
the other a few days ^ter it-^the one consisted 
of a number of colonels, of which twenty three 
Was ouly a part ; the other of only twenty three 
in all — of the one, twenty three agreed to fight 
and commence the rebellion ; of the other, two 
only resolved to fight, while the other twenty 
one refused to act on any plan but the invasion 
of tile French or success to the insurgents about 
Doblin. 

While this diversity of circumstances rendered 
the solution of one difficulty impracticable, the 
frequent review of the conduct of the Down colo- 
nels, and the versatility of mind exhibited by 
them, in the short space of six days, involved 
me in another not less perplexing. The view of 
these, in the page before me, is thus exhibited. 
** May Si St. twenty three colonels agree to fight. 
June 3d. or 4th. twenty one, out of twenty 
three decline fighting ; yet appoint a meeting 
to be holden on the 5th. for the election of an 
adjutant general. June 5th. they meet accor- 
dingly, elect a general ; unanimously urge him. 
to put the county in motion, and threaten to 
cashier him if he would not ; yet on a flying 
report of the arrest of an individual at a distance, 
and which turned out to be an arrant lie, they 
dispersed^ and concealed themselves," Per- 
haps, 



• 
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haps, all this may be true. Yet its truth s 
pears to me very questionable. Howev<ferj 
shall leave my renders to pronounce upon it, 
common with all the other parts of the exai 
nations laid before them ; and to answer the I 
Towing short questions to the satisfaction 
their own minds : 

1. Does the information of John Hugh 
taken in mass, prove that Dr. Dickson ever \ 
an adjutant general ? 

2. Does not the information of Nicholas ^ 
gill, if it prove* any thing concerning h 
prove cleBAly that he neyer was ? 

3. Do not these informations, whether o 
si4ered separately, or compared together, eci 
bit such glaring aJ>9urdities, inconsi^tenc 
contradictions, and notofiouft. falsehood^ 
prove the>F authors totally unworthy of aHc 
ditoaany oaths, however si^nm^ orfre<(ue< 

* 

repeated ^ 

4. When it appears, by their own infori 
tion, that the lives of both had long been for 
ted; and wh^n it is known that Hughes wi 
bankrupt^ and Magin a poor man ; is it not p 
bable that these informations were extor 
under the fear of immediate death, or elici 
by promise of rev) ard and future support ? 
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5. "What are we to thiuk of the committees who, 
•uacler such circumstanceis, received them impli- 
iCitly as evidence ; of the houses of parliament 
wbich gave them sanction by an acquiescence 
'^u«lly implicit ; or of those whoi witfu>ut trial 
•^'^ yartfter inquiry^ acted upon them, not only 
to the distress of individuals, but the ruin of 
-feiniilies? This question I asked before. I repeat 
*t bere, on account of its peculiar importance. 

Leaving these questions as they stand, I shall 
<^nly observe, that the informations, from which 
they arise, fully justify the acknowledgment 
of Mr. secretary Cooke ; as formerly stated, in 
''espect to an individual, for whom trial was 
demanded. " O no :" said he, " the informa- 
tion against him will not admit of its being 
•WQught forward in a court of justice. It is 
sufficient to SATISFY us, but not to CONVICT 

Here I gladly take leave of Messrs. Hughes 
*nd Magin : and I beg they may rest assured 
*hat I do, not entertain a sentiment that would 
prompt me to do them an injury, or a wish 
'"^consistent with their best interests and their 
^^y real happiness. However, the informations 
^^fore me carry something on their face, and 
^^ the mode of their introduction by the right 
^on. and hon- the committees of the lords and 
conaoaons^ which prevents my shaking them off 

H h at 



834 REV. DR. DICKSON'S 

at the same time» The committee of the lordg, 
through their; Jong printed report of the exa- 
mination of John Hughes^ exhibit not only the 
iiames^ but the occupations, and places of abode, 
of the persons mentioned by him, in his infor- 
mation. Qn the contrary, in the printed report, 
from the copimittee of the commons, of the 
inforVnation by Nicholas Magin, as given in, 
and atte^ed on oath, by the Rer. John Cleland, 
and comprising thirty-nine meetings at which 
Magin was present, no name, of any member 
of any one of these meetings, is mentioned; 
though the names of all are admitted to have 
.been contained in the exact written communi- 
csition. The printed minute of these nieetings 
begins thus; ^* nine members present (their 
names appear in the original).^' " (Names of 
persons present).*' " Thirteen members present 
[their names],'' or, " persons assembled [their 
names] represented ten regiments/* In the 
report of extracts from the examinations of 
John Hughes, by the committee of the com- 
mons, one part exhibits names, the other does 
not. The part, containing names, principally 
consists of conversations with individuals, or 
private parties, and of stories told him. Only 
one public meeting is mentioned : and all related 
in it tpok place before June, 1797, from which 
time he did not attend any meetings till March, 
1798. After this, the extract3 contain no in- 

formatioft 
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forjaation from Hughes, but what bears date 
Jena lst» 1798, in which all names are sup- 
pressed, as in Magin's examination. 

Now, whence this difference? why are aU 
.names specified by the committee of lords, and 
all concealed by that of the commons ? This 
question I shall not pretend to answer. How?- 
ever, I capnot withhold a remark highly honor- 
able Jto the foriper. By the publication of names 
every attention was directed to the persons 
: tfiected by the information given^ and to tlienit 
■ only. No room was left for suspicion, misre- 
, presentation, malicious censure, or unprovoked 
^JfUelty, in respect to others. The suppressioqi 
of names, by the latter, had an effect directly 
contrary. The persons, constituting thirty-r 
nine public meeting were as little kpown after 
the piiblijcation of the committee's report, as if 
^ey had never existed; whilst hundreds, un* 
■ sonnected with them, might be looked to by sus- 
picion, or pointed at by private enmity, as their 
constituent members, and harassed accordingly. 

Besides, I would observe tliat, as every thing 
•wp^ting the Insurrection, so far as Ulster was 
concerned, w'as discussed and agreed to at these 
J«ieetingS| the members must have been of some 
Consequence in their respective counties, aacf 
^^SH to have been laid hold of as soon as 
; ^*^owa. Now, the Rev. John Cleland has ao- 

H h S knowledge^ 
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• ■ ■ * 

knowledged that Magin, immediately commu 
nicated to him, from time to time, what passe 
at each of these meetings ; and swore that th 
papers given by him to the committee containe 
exactly the information so communicated. An 
the report shews that said meetings regularl 
succeeded each other, from the 14th. of Apri 
1797, till June 5th. 1798, only two days previoi 
t6 the battle at Antrim. 

Now, are we to suppose that the Rev. Jot 

Cleland, during these thirteen months ai 

upwards, retained this time to time, inform 

tioil entirely to himself, without giving a hint 

Lord Viscount Castlereagh of what was goii 

on so rapidly uniformly, and dangerously ? Tl 

cannot be supposed, on any principle of coi 

inon sense or common honesty. If Mr. Ciela 

did communicate it to his Lordship, it is equai 

improbable that he should conceal it from 1 

then existing government^ And, if known 

government, why was it not acted on ? Shoi 

it be said that, for some time, the mat 

might stppear trivial, and might be allowed 

proceed for a season, as there could be \t 

difficulty in suppressing it, different measure 

government, and the reports of the -conimitti 

would lead to a presumption that they wial 

the people to believe that they thought oth 

wise. But, adngiitting that they despised i 

symptoms, of insurrection in Ulster, during i 
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greater part of these thirteen months, surely the 
commeucement, extent^ and temporary success 
of insurrection in thb counties all around the 
metropolis gave sufficient cause of alarm. Yet, 
evm then, no notice was taken of the informa- 
tion of Magin corroborated as it was by the Rev. 
John Cleland.. Not a man of the provincial, 
county, or baronial committees— -not a general 
colonel, or even captain— who had attended 
any of these meetings, was apprehended, or 
eten disturbed, so far as I can recollect, till 
the very eve of the insurrection. Nay, it does 
iHA appear, on any credible evidence that any 
one of those then arrested had ever been present 
vith Magin at any meeting. Now> may it not 
be asked^ *' why were not these persons, against 
^hom evidence positive and direct existed, ta- 
ien into custody ? Oft a moderate calculation, 
*hey must have amounted, at least, to one hun- 
dred, perhaps twice that number. No. man, 
therefore, can sitppose that insurrection would 
have then taken place, where it did, had those 
^en secured. But, if government did not wish 
*o prevent insurrection, but rather to che- 
^'ish it to a certain degree, and, therefore suf- 
fered Magin*s information to sleep in quiet 
>^^hile it could be of any use, why the mockery 
of a solemn investigation after the insurrection 
Was quelled? And, why, after such investiga- 
tion, instead of chastisement, conceal the names 

of 
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of its authors and promoters from the public 
eye, while their treason^ are exhibited iu the 
darkest cdiors ? 

Instead of amusing ourselves with devising 
answer!^ let us attend to the few following years, 
and they will supply a sufficiency. In fact, the 
measure of union alone is sufficient for the pur- 
pose, as might be easily proved. Besides, such 
a traia of blafiks gave abundant scope for cir-" 
cnlating suspicions, which credulity easily 
swallowed, and malicious cunning consolidated 
into certainty. Of this I have been a notorious 
instance, and continue so to. be. During my 
confinement, many of my friends were alarmed 
fot my life, on the authority of whispers, and 
private letters from men, who had access to people 
about the Castle. These whispers, and alleged 
authorities, were frequently and warmly urged, 
for my signing the compact for self-exportation; 
and so fully were my friends convinced of their 
truth, that they charged me with madness in 
rejecting the proffered ffl^rcy, as it wais then 
called. Even after my return to Ireland, I was' 
frequently congratulated on my fortunate escape, 
and most earnestly solicited to avoid all inter- 
ference in public affairs for the future. But, 
what is still more remarkable, the active part, 
which I took, from beginning to end of the 
Down election in 1805, to assist the county ia 
the vindication of its character by the rejection 

of 
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/ord Castlereagh ; left some apparently uncon* 
vixiced of the real situation in which I stood* 
me of my particular friends even solicited 
to leave the county, as I was certainly in 
his lordship's power, as they were well ujformedB . 
axid my openness and activity would provoke 
1^13, vengeance. I believed that I was not in 
his power^ if justice enlightened by truth wa3 
regulate that powers and acted accordingly, 
fact, I would have proclaimed myself to the 
orld, as a villain^ if I had acted otherwise, let 
^lie consequence be what it might. In the year 
^ 790, 1 had not only exerted myself with ardor, 
l>iit involved myself in debt, to bring Mr. Ro« 
l:>ert Stewart into parliament, on the faith of 
^is repeated and solemn pledges, to be the 
^vocate of a reform, embracing the interests 
^f all the people. Hence, I conceived it to be 
^ duty to my character while living, and to 
^y memory, if thought of, when dead, to 
oppose lord viscount Castlereagh as an apostate 
^^^rxk the principles of Mr. Robert StQwart, the 
^^olater of his solemn engagements, and the 
^^blushing betrayer of his country to a,foreign 
^^nbedrim. 

In whatever light these circumstances may 
appear, when considered separately, I am sure, 
^hen viewed in connexion with the preceding 
Narrative, they will bring home conviction to 
^Very upbia^i^d mind that no evidence of my 
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being implicated ^^ in seditious or treasonab 
practices*' ever was, or now is, in the possessii 
of the Irish government, or any of its servani 
That the informations of Hughes and Mag 
contain no such evidence, I hope I have fal 
proved; and, had there been any other, the 
can be no doubt but it would have been pr 
duced. 

Of all this my unsolicited release from co 
iinement and exile, and subsequent transmissii 
to my family at the expence of governmei 
must ever stand as incontrovertible proo 
Hence, it will naturally be supposed that i 
evidence of my treasonable practices wasds 
where treasured up, nor any self-created cot 
presumptuously devising counsels, ecyially i 
suiting to the government of the country^ ai 
ruinous to a brother; much less that such shoe 
be found in an assembly of men solemn!}" i 
apart to preside in the worship of the God 
mercy, and preach the Gospel of the Prince 
peace. Whether^ and how far, this was t 
fact, in the present case, my readers wilt 
enabled to judge, from the following detail. 

That the court, to which I allude, is t 
Synod of Ulster, or rather a little faction 
that reverend body, -whose influence in iispi 
ceedings has latterly been very great, and sonc 
^met overwhelming,. I mention Mith regr< 
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smd that T, who had enjoyed the privileges and 
exercised the rights of a member, for twenty- 
seven years, blameless and uncensured, should 
have ever become an object of obloquy, resent- 
ment, and persecution, has excited feelings the 
most painful that ever wrung my heart. I must 
say, however, that the pungency of these feel- 
ings iiid not arise so much from the situation to 
which the proceedings of Synod have reduced 
me and my^ family, as the elffect which they 
may have on the interests of a body to which 
I had uniformly devoted my aflFectibns and my 
labors. Indeed, this latter idea still presses so 
painfully upon my nnllnd that I enter upon the 
following recital with great reluctance : and I 
tope the coloring which has been given to 
public statement by private calumny, in order 
to justify the conduct of Synod towards me, will 
te deenxed a sufficient apology. 

During my confinement in Ireland, for ten 

Jttonths, my Rev. Fathers and brethren kept at 

^H^fiil and loyal distance from, my prisons. A 

Very few, even of those with whom I had long 

"^'ed in intimady and friendship, dared to call 

^n ine; and a few. more apologised for their 

^^sittention, by pleading the terror of the times. 

A.t their annual meeting, in 1798, no Presby- 

^rial return vvas made to the Synod, respecting 

^e or my congregation, though it was holden 

■^Oarly three months after my arrest: nor was 

" ' I i anv 
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imjr notice ttketi, in tiiek records, of my 
conduct, or «ittttttion ; theughV in oth«n^ 
they gare them the fwpect of a Newgate 
Tiicle, or a Tyburn gafBette, rather than t 
try of men and matters purely eccle6iaseili< 

But, howev^er tri¥ial their minutes i 

m 

.meeting nsiay apjpeaf, .so far as they \ 
iUidivi4uals, with cegard to the members 
luting the body met, they will ever be 
in a light trJily ifrteresting. Their add 
Majesty^ w^herevec jread or lieard, bms 
command aerious lattention ; and lest it 
•be thought 4^dt I am caipable of ;garb 
xnisrepresenting this interesting mi^moir, 
here give it in full, from a copy duly i 
ticated, that 4be world Aay judge of ^ 
its parts. 

" To the King's mast excellent Majes 
.humble Aeldress of the Ministers und Elder 
General Synod of Ulster, assembled at 
vn t/ie mh. day of Jugust, 1798. 

Most Gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majesty's dutiful and loyal si 
the Ministers and Elders of the General 
of Ulster, though prevented by a dari 
flagitious rebellion raging in two cou: 
this province, from assembling at oui 
season^ eagerly embrace the first oppc 
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afforded by the return of tranquillity, to lay 
our sentiments of loyalty to your Majesty, and 
of sorrow and shame for the calamities and 
crimes of our country at the foot of the throne. 

We cbearfuUy renew those declarations ef 
fidelity to the crown, and attachment to the 
constitution, from which we have never swerved. 
We can confidently assure your Majesty, that 
theie have Been the invariable principlies and 
^professions of this body— and we appeal to His- 
tory to attest the inviolable attachment of the 
Presbyterians of Ireland to monarchy, coun- 
selled by an hereditary nobility, and supported 
*nd limited by an elective representative of the 
coaomons^ 

But while we dwell with exultation on those 
Periods of our annals in which our ancestors 
firmly resisted the usurpation of Cromwell, vi- 
iSfOj^oii^ supported the exertions of King Wil- 
^^m, and strenuously defended your Majesty's 
^Uatrious progenitors from the repeated attacks 
^f a desiderate pretender to the British throne, 
**xd this kingdom against the restless ambition 
^f^ France; tve are constrained to lament with 
*he deepest humiliation, that the most stable and 
s^^rred principles of many of our people, and 
o^f some of our members, have been shaken by 
^e. convulsions of this sceptical and revolution? 

^^'y aera, 

I i 2S Though 
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Thopgh we cannot presume to suggest tli 
general infatuation of a great part of £urop« 
nor the incessant and deceitful artifices emplo; 
ed in this country to seduce our people, 
apologies for crimes, which we ourselves 
inexcusable, much less for those few unwort^ 
members of our body, whose conduct we 
only view with grief and indignation.— Yet 
venture to entreat your Majesty not to imp 
to the whole the transgressions of a part, 
to believe that the Synod of Ulster has fallen 
from that line of conduct, which it heretofo to 
uniformly maintained, nor from those principK «s 
which it has often solemnly avowed. 



We beseech your Majesty to accept the fait 
ful exertions of those who have withstood t^V^^ 
^torrent of popular fury, and the seductions ^^ 
sophistical philosophy, as an atonement for th^^^^^ 
deluded brethren. Let the m^ness of the mx^^^' 
titude be hidden from your eyes by the coura^aiS^ 
and sufferings of those of our communion wl^^^ 
have fought and died in defence of their Kic^Sf 
country, their liberty and religion, and de\^^^ 
to hearken to our solemn engagement to rec gg^ ^ 
the deluded from their errors and crimes—— ^^ 
make a strict inquiry into the conduct of o^ •'^ 
delinquent members ; and to withstand to t X^ 
best of our abilities those pernicious foref^fl 
principles, which threaten alike the tempera/ 
and eterpal interests of mankind. 

FinaU/i 
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Finally, we beseech the King of Kings, who 
stilleth the madness of the people, and maketh 
■*lie wrath of man to praise him, and their vices 
to redound to his glory, to bless and protect 
yoor Majesty, to preserve your subjects from 
^very fatal delusion, and to convert our follies, 
<5rimes, and miseries into instruments 6f wisdom, 
piety and happiness both now and for ever. 

Signed in our name and by our appointment^ 

Thomas Cuming, Moderator. 
-A. true copy. 

Thomas Cuming, Clerk of the 

Gefieral Si/fiod. 

Of this important memoir, various as are 
*ts matter and its merits, I do not wish to express 
^ criticism, much less to utter a censure. The 
firsjkthree paragraphs I admire, notwithstanding 
•ome expressions savoring of the canb of the 
*iOies ; but the systematic theology of the fourth 
^*3id fifth, respecting imputation, atonement 
^c &c. with respect to a mortal like ourselves, 
s^ems rather constrained ; and the last, I can- 
didly own, I do not presume fully to understand. 

The only circumstance, which I shall parti- 
cularly remark, is couched in the following 
prayer to majesty : ** deign to hearken to our 
^lemn engagement to do our utmost to recall 
tUe deluded from their errors and crimes; and 

to 
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to make a stirct eniquiry into the conduct of our 
delinquent members/' Could we consider the 
merits of the petitioners accepted as an atone- 
ment for the '^ errors and crimes of the deluded^ 
though the petitioners deprecate an '^ impatition 
ef the guilt," the solemn engagement to prevmt 
future offence by recalling the ** seduced" frows 
perseverance in- tiieir ** errors and crimes,!* 
would have had some meaning ; and their 
•* sttict enquiry into the conduct of their 
delinquent members " would have been equally ; 
an ^ct of public and of private kindness. THe 
same may be said of an unanimous injunction 
to the ** several Presbyteries within their bounds 
to institute a solemn inquiry into the conduct : 
and cbnversation- of their respective menabfers 
and probationers, arid to make a faithful report 
of their procedure, at next meeting of SyiioA 

imder penalty of severe censure." 

I 

Hadithe design of this <^ faithful report" be^l^ 

to ascertain the << errors and crimes'* of wbtiA 

the ^' deluded" had been convicted witha-vie^ \ 

to guard liiem against their repetition^ by ii^ j 

struction, . admonition, rebuke> op any otb^j 

mode of ecclesiastical discipline, it might bate 

passed unnoticed. But if, as seems to have 

been the case, it was to discover political ofetf^ 

ces, ** treasonable and seditrous practice^" ^ - 

any crimes aifectingthe interests of the go<*^ 

meut of the country, neither l^e ^^ inqoi^^jft* 

not 
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the ^^ report," seems to be tlie duty of the 
lod of Ulster, as an ecclesiastical judicatory, 
as members of the state, mucbless, if delin- 
jnts had been discovered, does it appear to 
ftiat they liad any right to publish such de- 
juents as guilty of crimes against the state, 
hout evidence assigned; and less still, to 
ame the sword of state, and proceed to ia- 
t.its punishments. Of legal processes I kfiour 
ihir^g. But, to my understanding, it appears 
It their duty, even as members of the state 
(lid extend no farther than the giving over 
:h delinqueats, as they might discover, to the 
vernment of the country to be dealt with as 
idence might warrant, and justice require- 
the principal parts of ihese ofiinious I feel 
ly justified by notorious fact$. The line af 
naarkation between eccLegia^Jbical .and • civil 
risdlction is dr^iwn wit^h great ^predsian, hi 
ery country ofEurope^ luid the irqasgxea^on 
it has fbeen guarded against iv.ith a Jealous 
e.. Ecclesiastical inquisitors Jbave;never»beeni 
fieced to inlerfere in marttexs »of ssitate ; aor, 
en in crimes affecting the do^trisi^ woriJaip, 
d discipline of the churob, were ses^teace 
d execution ever ;eatr^sted lo fCccUftiaatical 
dges, but to the laws and judges of the stale. 

Some delicate mindiJ, -in theory, have ex- 
iimed loudly against the 'present government 
Trance, under which every religious denomi- 
nation 
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iiation has equal freedom of access, not only t 
his God, but to the imperial throne, and tl 
offices, honors, and emoluments of the stat 
because the Ministers of religion, on inductio 
are obliged to swear, not only to abstain froi 
seditious practices and counsels, but to disclo 
to government all such as may come to the 
knowledge. How strange that these same d 
licate minds can enjoin " the several Presbyt 
lies within their bounds to institute a solan 
inquiry into state crimes and to make^ a faitbi 
report of their procedure (not to the govcr 
ment, or the civil magistrate) but, to thei 
selves, at the next 'meeting of Synod, una 
penalty of severe censured 

Let the object of this injunction have be 
what it may, the several Presbyteries paid 
due respect, by instituting inquiries, and i 
porting procedure, in June, 1799, at their a 
nual meeting. At that meeting, the Presbyte 
of Bangor, of which' I was a member, ma 
the following report, equally modest, and c< 
rect. " The Rev. William Steel Dickson he 
been, from the beginning of June, 1798, a sta 
prisoner, and is now such, at Fort- George, 
the Highlands' of Scotland." 

This report simply states a fact ; a fact, t^ 
with which the Synod of Ulster hiad no conce: 
except in their assumed character of ifiquisit^ 



I 
I 
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of state^ as no application from my congrega- 
tion, had been made to Prqsbytery, complaining 
of' my absence, or charging me with crime. 
Tbeir only application was to be supplied with 
preachers, each Lord's day, for whose services 
they punctually paid. While the Presbytery, 
therefore, reported my confinement, they wisely 
and candidly left the cause of that confinement 
even unhinted at. They acted on the knowledge 
that every man is, and ought to be, deemed 
innocent till convicted of crime -, that conviction 
should rest on evidence; that nb evidence to 
convict me of any crime had ever been pro- 
duced; that, if it had, they were not competent 
^^ judg®> pronounce sentence, or inflict punish- 
oient, in cases of treason or sedition ; that these 
powers were vested in government alone, in 
v^hose hands I then was, and whose willingness 
to detect treason, and punish traitors, could 
J^ot be doubted. But, not so the General SynOd. 
Under what influence, or on what authority, 
they judged and wrote, I do not say; but, be 
these what they might, they unequivocally, and 
"Without reserve, assign the causes of my con- 
• fioement. Their minute, in their newly adopted 
-Vyburn phraseology, runs thus : " It appears" 
(^i^. from the reports of the several Presbyteries) 
that of the comparatively small number, who 
*^^Ve been implicated in treasonable and seditious 
P^cictices^ two only, one a member, the other a 
P^^obationer, have been executed ; two are still 
. , ^ K k in 



\ 
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in confinement i some have iDxpressed their, si 
cere contrition : otherjs are no longer connect 
with the Synod; and the remainder have^ eith 
voluntarily, or by permission of governmec^ 
removed from the kingdom/' 





How much of this synodical minute may 
totally useless, as inapplicable to the purpois^^s* 
either of correction by ecclesiastical disciplini 
or restraint by l^he terrors of the law, I leai 
its authors and the world to judge. How deli 
cate, how just, how consistent with the cbs 
racter of servants of a God of mercy, an^ 
Ministers of a religion of love, to charge bre 
thren unconvicted, untried, unaccused by 
public functionary, nay denied trial, which th( 
challenged^ in order not to remove the suspkio 
but expose the pretext, under which they 
suffering the severest of punishments, as ii 
volving the -ruin of their families, every 
may judge, and all who think will judge. Tlmr-tt 
all the persons alluded to in the preceding mincste^ 
are unequivocally represented as having b^«» 
actually " iinpUcated in treasonable ^nd sediti^^us 
practices,'' must be obvious to every eye 5 tlciat 
the tv^'o then in confinement, of which I was c^M^ 
were included in the number, cannot be deni^> 
that I had neither been convicted, tried, Qr in 
any official manner charged with treason ^^ 
sedition, is beyond a doubt 3 nay, I hope, I 
have' proved, that, neither grounds of conviction, 

trial 
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trial; or criminal charge, could be procured 
against me. Yet, my rer. fathers and brethren 
bsivt asserted my guilt, as *^ implicated in treason 
and sedition." Now, what-is the plain English 
of this assertion^ as addressed to the gjovern- 
tnent of the country ? Is it not, '* your spies 
atid your informers, who swarm over the Jand 
Hs locusts, not to devour the then tender shoots 
^t vegetating rebellion; but, pampered by your 
l>cunty, to destroy the innocent, have blinded 
your eyes and perverted your judgments. You 
Bee not the real traitors, and you sleep over 
your instruments of torture and of death. Our 
tiiiworthy brother Dickson and his associates 
I «re fi^tiqg at the expence of his 'Majesty aad 
the state, while their bodies should have been 
luting in the earth, or suspended on gibbets, 
M sport for the winds, or food for birds' of prey* 
To us *^ IT APPEARS that they were " impli- 
cated in treasonable and seditious practices/' 
[. ^d, on our apparitions and visions, we assert 
the fact, and, by our conduct, will maintain 

Had this disclosure been made to the repre* 
^tative of Majesty, the minister of the day, the 
j.prlyy council, or any proper officer or in court; 
^d had it been followed up by substantial 
^^Jdcnee, too much honor could not have 
I *^eii done to the authors. But, alas : this was 
^ottliecas^. However unqualified the terms, 

K k 2 in 
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in which the charge of sedition and treason 
laid on my shoulders, the record of Sym 
acknowledges that it had no other foundatii 
than the Presbyterial reports then made ; tl 
only one of which, wherein my name is me 
tioned, and which I have already quoted, co 
tains no such charge. However true, therefoi 
the charge, in itself, may have been, that 
is found in, or appears from, the report of t 
Presbytery of Bangor, or any other report giv 
in to Synod, is not true. The Presbytery mere 
states, " that I had been a state-prisoner frc 
June 1798, and, in June 1799, was, such 
Fort- George/' My having been implicated 
seditious and treasonable practices must, the: 
fore have been a gratuitous assumption of soi 
bold commentator, or visionary hierophant, w 
can discover meanings never intended, and, 
reveries, dreams, and visions, contemplate i 
realities what never had existence. On th 
supposition that there might be a few such cott 
mentators/ and seers in the Synod of Ulstei 
I was willing to conclude, that, through iuad 
vertency, or the respect commonly paid t' 
such, it had been taken for granted that th 
words " state prisoners" necessarily impli» 
" crimes against the state ;" and consequent!/ 
that, I, being a state-prisoner, must have beei 
" implicated in treasonable and seditious prac 
tices.'* This conclusion, however, I v^ 
obliged to abandon, from a regard to my fethers 
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i:^andl)rethren, as commentators on, and expoun- 
-> ders of, words more sacred than any report of 
; Jtbe Bangor Presbytery. For were this admitted, 
- malice niight suggest that, on the same princi- 

.pies, they might be supposed capable of beihg 
,, betrayed by inadvertence, seduced by designing 
/ knaves, overawed by imperious ruler!^, orinflu*^ 
i, enced by hopes or fears, to admit that the most 
> dignified character ever exhibited to mortal eye 
^ had actually been implicated in the treasonable, 

: seditious, blasphemous, and dsemoniacal prac- 
tices, of which he was accused by suborned 

• iaformerst and, for the imputation of which, 
he was maliciously, barbarously, and insuU 

; - tingly put to death. This is more than suppo- 
," sition. The very fact has been realized. And, 

• V'hat has once taken place may certainly take 
: place again, in the same or similar circum* 

stances. 

Be this as it may, that the Synod did judge 
yashly, and express themselves unguardedly in 
1799, I positively assert. Nay, I assert, even 
farther, that, had they been in possession of all 
' the information ever pretended to be obtained 
against me, notwithstanding all the exertions 
which were made,' powers strained, boons gran- 
ted, and terrors displayed, in order to procure 
it, their language would have been unwarranted^ 
imd unwarrantable. V Magin does not even 
mention my name, before the day on which I 

wa« 
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was made prisoner; and^ then, so far from 
insinuating that I was present at» or connected 
with any of the meetings, whose transactions^ 
he, OK his rev. Amanuensis, so minutely details, 
he only mentions a report reaching some distant 
place^ even . before my arrest, that I had been 
arrested the day before^ and that the people of 
Ballinahinch were of opinion that they could 
rescue me. Of Hughes nothing need be said, 
after what I have already demonstrated; or 
rather, what he and Magin have demonstrated 
for me. That is, that their fables neither agree 
with one miother ; nor ihat of either with itself; 
and that, > if they did agree, a single sentence to 
my disadvantage could not be extracted from 
then>* 

On the strength of this, I assert farther still, 
that unless the Sy pod of Ulster, in 1799, were 
in possession of clearer evidence of my crimina- 
lity than government, though fulT of eyes within 
,and without, could discover, or the comniittees 
of lords and commons pretend to have disco* 
vered, their statement that I was inqipHcated in 
*• treasonable and seditious practices** is a 
groundless and ipalicious calumny, in respect 
to them— that the man, who dictated it, dicta- 
ted a falsehood*— that the clerk, who recorded 
\i in their books, recorded a falsehood— that 
while it remains on the face of their books 
uncontradicted and uncancelled, fliey are the 

foster-fathers 
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fQSter-fatherd of a falsefaoocl. To wipe off this 
imputation now lies with them ; and this n^ay 
be done, either by proving my guilt, or acknow- 
ledging their own error by cancelling their 
sninnte* . 

That I was one of the members alluded to as 

then in confinement, is ascertained by the foU 

loiving act of the same meeting, in 1799, 

founded on an inquiry by the rev. Mr. Black. 

^* Mr. Black having asked the opinion of the 

J^nterloqUitor, respecting the payment of the 

^i-. D. to the two members of our body, now in 

Confinement ; after reasoning on the subject at 

sonae length, the question was put, " suspend, 

for the present, or not.'* The roll was called 

^^d- it carried " suspend." In consequence^ 

*iie R, D. then due me, and what afterwards 

^ecwne due, previous to the dissolution of the 

S^xinexion between me and the congregation of 

I^ortaferry, in November, 1799> at^d that of the 

. John Smyth> of Kilrea, until his^beratioD^ 

suspended. 



. This not only ascertains the fact, that I was 
One of those charged by the Synod with " trea- 
sonable and seditious practices," but suggests 
*oine questions not unimportant to the Pjresby- 
^^riaubody. 

h Does 
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1. Does the suspension, or modification of 
royal bounty, come witliin the jurisdiction of 
the Synod of Ulster, by any power derived from 
the crown ? 

2. If not, in suspending its payment from 
Ministers holding congregations, do they not 
overstretch their authority, as a body merely 
ecclesiastical ? 

3. If the distribution, or suspension of bounty, 
be limited by the crown, or reserved exclijisivdy * 
to the crown, or its representatives, is not every 
interference in its distribution, or its suspension^ 
without special warrant, an usurpation of the 
prerogatives of the crown, or the powers ^lei 
in its representatives ? 

That every man may be enabled, at least to 
think, if not to judge, rationally, of thes^ 
questions, I subjoin the words of his Majesty'^ 
letter for ^£1000 additional bounty in 1783, aa^ 
the Lord Lieutenant's warrant for its distribi3^' 
tion. The grant is in the following word^ > 
" Our will and pleasure is, and we do herelp^ 
authorise and require that you do give t 
necessary directions foir placing an addition 
sum of one thousand pounds per annum upc^^ 
the civil establishment of our said kingdoip *^ 
Ireland, under the head of nonconformicr^i^ 
ministers, to be distributed among such of ^^^ 

nonconfo 
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^nmnconformlng Ministers j by warrant from our 

Lord Lieutenaiit or other chief governor or go^ 

xyemors for the time being, in such manner as 

he or they shall find necessary for our service 

and the good oi our said kingdom; to com* 

meoce from the 25th. day of December, 1783, 

and to continue during our pleasure : and, for so 

doing this shall be as well to you as to all others 

onr officers and ministers, who shall or may be 

coBcerned herein a* sufficient warrant." The 

■ Lord Lieutenant's warrant to his Majesty's 

auditor- general of this kingdom, or his deputy, 

is in the same words, and evidently confines the 

distribution of bounty to the discretion of the 

Lord Lieutenant, &c. &c. in such manner '^ as 

he or they may find necessary for his Majesty^ s 

^^fvicCy and the good of his kingdom.*^ And, as, 

. I presume, succeeding grants have been made 

^n thie same terms, with the same views, and 

sdbject to similar control, on its authority I leave 

the preceding questions with my readers. 

[ ' I have now to obsen^e, that the system of 
'^hich this act vvas a pi^rt, had been in practice 
(or some time, but without effect, In^ May, 
^799, the rev. Andrew Craig, at a meeting of 
P'^esbytery, proposed that the connection be- 
tween Dr; . Dickson and the congregation of 
^ortaierry should be dissolved, and recom-. 
^cinded it warmly to the commissioners from 
^hat place to send persons to a meeting of 

L 1 Presbytery 
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Presbytery to be h9lden in Don;»gUadee> pn 
the Tuesday in June^ with a supplicatioil 
to that effect. In this, lie was seconded by th?. 
rev. David Taggart ; (now no more) biit waqnjj^i 
opposed by every other member of Preabytqrjf,. 
apd by the commisaiopers, though his propos^, 
was enforced by a terrifying declaratioiij qn the. 
authority of a cori/idtntial persotiy " that a gre^ 
man high in office wondered much that such a, 
traitor should have the B^ ^* continued to himi*'. 
adding that ^^ \i it wa$ not wijthdra^w^ /^ 
tfiemselves would be considered as inimical 4^. 
government.** 

The failure of this attempt, at second hf^pd^, 
no doubt, g:ave rise to the inquiry of M(. 
Blacky the conj^dential person^ respecting, thf, 
payment of R. D. &c. &c. a^d from the spe^i^ 
of argument, adduced by Mr. Craig,, the mod?., 
of reasoning by which the question ^^ suspend/ 
or not," was carried in the affirmative, m^y bjj, 
more than guessed at. But, be the reasoning 
what it may, the vote of suspension was carriedi 
and proclaimed, in the minute of the meetings; 
as a warning to all the brethren,: *^ Here hangs^i 
the H. D. of a traitor." 

Inimediately' after this meeting of Syno^i. 
every mean was used to circulate the knowledge; 
of this suspension among the people of Porta- 
ferry, t9 convince them that the Synod. had, 

been 
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noMiged to Withilraw it, iii tlieir own vihdi- 
oD> ^hd to seeure theit own bounties ; and 
ih^fess th^m with d^ppfeiiehsions of a severe 
tlhy into th^lr conduct, during the Insur- 
ttoii in 179s, if Ihey did not abandon all 
ii^'ction iVith me. 

■ ■ 

Jy these and other nieatis the tiii Was ac- 
ipfished,^ with great difficulty, in Novferiiber 
% but,, not without h^ky that the conhec- 
J would be ienewted, on rtiy liberation. Witb 
\% took place, respecting thb choice and 
iuaiion of a successor in my absence, (a 
mg man of taste, learning, and unblemished 
iracter,) as the public haVe lib concern, I 
H not trouble my readers. I shafl dtily say 
k, after my retbrn, he gferierottely offered tb 
gn the congregaiion iii my fevor, which 1, 
lid not allow on any account i biiiy partrcu- 
y^ as I was uhdetermided whether I t^oiild 
tibuc m Ireland. Ihdfeiild, sorii* time after- 
<K, I had seri^u» thoughts of removing ib 
wjrica; and, probabljr wo^d liive dotte so, 

it not been for what I hdve ielrieddy related 
the rev. John QefaiidV pVopJosalfe to David 
ompson. The appfehensiott that my remoVstl 
aid have been represented as an acknowledge 
at of guilt, and attributed to fear, riyetted 

id toy co'u*^try. 

t 1 9 BWt 



f^ rev: da. DICKSON'S 

But to return to the general Sjgiod. 3[f X ct-tt 
^credit individuals, members of the body, ana 
men of character unimpeachable, the suspen- 
sion of bounty did not satisfy Mr. Black' an^d 
his friends. A motion was made, seconded and 
reasoned on, that I should be suspended, and, 
consequently cut off from the body- Th's> 
notwithstanding the terror of the tirafes, was 
rejected by a small majority, though upwards 
of thirty suspended between principle add fear. 
Withheld their yotes. Of this, I own» there is 
•no mention in the minutes. of Synod, But this 
does not invalidate the evidence, on which. X 
mention it, as few rejected motions, not imnje.- 
diately affecting discipline, are: there recordecl* 
Besides, it derives. a kind of sjd^-wind evidfinc?^ 
from a similar attempt of Mr. Craig^ befoc^ 
mentioned, after the dissolution of my conDiefc- 
ion with the congregation of Portaferry, to bar ^ 
my name expunged from the Presbytery's boci^^ 
because / had ceased to. hold a congjregatim ?^ 
their bounds. Of this I. can have tio doubt, »^ 
J had the p^easTure- of laughing: at his puDj^ 
•attempt to plead the incpq9{>^(fiM)y 6f the^aia* 
Presbytery to receive a call for <n*, in 18Q3, to 
my present congregation, for. the X?ery .same 
reason. . 

I hate "now to mention another matter sccW" 
ingly problematical, and of which also I can 
produce only circumstantial evidence. This 
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K that a motion was made, add carried, by a 
small majority, to cut me off from the list of 
subscribers to the fond for supporting the 
widows and children of Presbyterian Ministers ; 
aodtherebyexcludingmy family from the bene- 
fits thereof, though I had been a contributor lor 
87 years. This was done on the strength of a 
notion passed, at the meeting of Synod, in 1 7979 
^ that any Minister, a contributor to the 
widow/s fund, on his leaving this kingdom, shall 
Qo longer be considered as connected with said 
fund/' 

Plain people would certainly think that the 
'* leaving the kingdom," here mentioned, must 
J^ave. been a voluntary act, in order to incur 
the penalty. But, how my being carried out 
^the kingdom by a military guard, and under 
*he escort of an armed ship, co\ild be considered 
%s voluntary, they will not easily conceive. 
Siich an Idea could occur, only to such learned 
^nd ingenious expositors, as have already been 
alluded to in another case. 

That this has also been omitted in the records 
of Synod, I grant -, but 1 appeal to the Synod, 
as a body, if it did not take place. If they 
deny it, I shall admit that I have been impos- 
ed on. However, the following circumstance 
gives it a strong >appearance of probabilit3^ 
In 1800, Mrs. Dickson wrote an expoStula- 
tory letter to that rev. body, which, being 

read 
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tttid from the pulpit by the rev. John EadifieaidL 
(heir moderator, exeited no small degree 
irritation in some delicate breasts; but ader«— i- 
wards produced a declaration, which appearsi^ 
in their records, " that the ptctdiar ck'Cttmstm^^^ 
ees of Dr. Dickson did not militate against an; 
rule of Synod ; and that, on paying xxf arreaT; 
and i£405 per annum, he might be c(>ntinued i 
contributor.'* Whether these words shew 4 
previous exclusionfrom being a contributoi^f^ 
consequently, the exclusion of my family frcHnd 
every prospect of benefit from the fond, I teair^ 
my readers to judge. 

Here, Ifet n>e paiTse-*as here, for a seas^rsi 
the operations of Synod, respecting me, can^^ 
to a stand; and, as will appear, merely .l(Gi^<^ 
ivant of matter and opportunity. I canikyA^ 
however, on reviewing the acts, which I hair"^ 
mentioned, pass unnoticed some circumstaAc^ 
which thdy present. 



I. No official notice was taken, or judgmei^^^ 
pronounced, by the Synod, respecting my sedi 
tious or treasonable practices, during the iei 
months of my confinement in Ireland^ thouglll^ 
a meeting was holden, at which the names f^^ 
others were entered on their records, as stigi 
tizcd with treason and sedition. ^ 

S Thr 
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' 4 Three months aft^ my biaiiis^hment to a 

.-dUfitant prison,, ia anothier country, where X 

^copld neither \ttitness; nor hear .of> their pro- 

.€;«eding8, tiil my family were languishing under 

-tlKe penalty inflicted by them, they pronounced^ 

:W)d executed sentence against me; and thaV 

without having examined a witness, quoted a^ 

report, or alleged tl>e. shadow of a reason for 

swhsentence, except that Mr. Black had askedr' 

their opinion concerning the payment of tt^e' 

^ D. to thte two members in confinement:** 



3. That, in pronouncing and execivting thiS: 

sentence, they, not only confounded the dis- 

*tacti '»nd strictry defined, powers of cKurch 

^iHl state, but spuming: Uie ecclesiastical chair, 

*Wi. giving all its wholesome correctives'— its 

^fataonitions,. its rebukes, its censure.^, suspen* 

•^fits, and degradation, to the winds—usarped' 

*W:Yicef regal throne, and exercised a power 

O^er the royal bounty, which the then existing 

-SJ'^nts vesti exclusively , in the representative of 

Ajl^'esty, or lord's justices for the. time being.* 

"^ In ihe preceding charge of usurpation, I am more than 

^^^Tranted, if possible, by Dr, Black and twenty- eight of hU 

^**^cndi^ as will afterwards appear. Iri 1806, coDimissiom^ 

^^«re appointed by the Synod, *'. to suggest ti* the Lor4 

*Jeulenant, the propriety, &c. of an equalization of the ,royal 

*^^Kiitty/' . Against this suggestion, a protest was ef*tei:ed oii. 

^c books a^nd signed^ alleging a variety of reasons, of which 



ig IS one. 
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In fact, they seem to have forgotten that the 
power of the keys h confined to the. order, 
discipline, and government of ' the church-^ 
that crimes are cognizable by it, not as thqr 
affect the state, or its members, or are punisb- 
ableby fine, imprisonment, or death ; but a» 
they occasion injury, scandal, or reprbachi to 
the church, its members, or religion : andthati 
when its sentences expose to privation of civil , 
rights, or infliction of civil penalties, it is not 
by any laws merely ecclesiastical, but by the 
laws of the state, and .the authority of the ci?il 
magistrate. 

4 Be it remembered that, in 1798, the Synod 
** besought hi^ majesty to accept the faithful 
exertions of those who hadwithstood the torrent = 
of popular fury, and the seductions of sophis- 
tical philosophy, as an atonement for their 

deladei' 
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in. '^ Because, we cannot suggest to the rcprescntalifc rf 
our Sovereign the propriety of dep;-iviog one-third of. tb* 
Ministers of this Synod of a considerable portion of an inc«in*> 
of whicli they have, for some years, been in possession, o» '^^ 
faith of his Majesty's government, " that the bounty, onc» 
granted, shall in no case be withdrawn from any Minute 
during his continnance in his congregation, to long as it iA*»^ 
please his Majesty to continue the bounty to the body at large*^ 
in reliance on which many Ministers have* formed iheir domc^l*^ 
arrangements, and commenced a course of education forthctC 
families/' 

This is language so plain, implies an avowal so clear, ti»** 
admits an authority so strong, in support of ray charge o* 
usurpation, that I shaW not '\nsu\x vd*^ \«^d«rs by adding a siogj^ 
remark on the subject. 



NARRATIVE. 265 

uded brethren : and^ that the madness of 
multitude might be hidden from his eyes by 
courage and sufferings of those of their com- 
nion, who fought and died for their king and 
mtry-r-their liberty and religion/* Now, 
ugh it may be a doubt whether the odour of 
I sacrifice had reached his majesty's nostrils, 
he words of this intercessorry prayer met bis 
, yet true it is, that the supposed delin- 
nts, of which I was one, were accommoda- 
by his majesty's ministers, in a manner ^ 
eh no man of ^lOOo per annum could afford 
accommodate his own family; which the 
ling priests, who pleaded the sacrifice of 
ir own exertions against popular fury and 
histical philosophy, and the courage and 
erings of those of their communion as an' 
lation for the sins of their deluded brethren, 
e, not only withholding the means of sup-' 
t justly due to their families, but cutting off 
r prospects of future comfort, though faith-) 
|r purchased— nay more', as casting a shade 
suspicion over their verbal sacrifice and- 
f^Vy by declaring what the real ministers of 
object of their worship could not prove ;— 
the " deluded,* as they tenderly called 
n, were actually " traitors and rebels.'* 

• 

Kher observations will occur to the thinking 
ler, and of no mean importance, which I 
1 here omit. There is one, however, which* 

Mm. might 
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Aigfat be made> and which I think it my do^ 
iq preclude. In the conduct of the rev« Body, 
of w.bich I hare yet the honor to be a memhery 
I have charged the severities^ of which I com* 
pUitin^ to ^ the St/nod.*^ This^ I have done« 
because every Synodkral act must be consider 
as the act of '^ the whole Synod/' However^ 
am fully convinced^ that not one in ten wer^ ^ 
active in, or really approved of, things the^ ^ 
done* The day was a day of terror. Thec^ri 
were ends to answer, by keeping up that terro^^jr. 
The Synod was pronounced to me, by Mr. P^^y, 
lock, to be a hoard of traitors. They w^ re 
made to believe, that they were a suspected bofsfy, 
and that exertions must be made to remove that 
suspicion. These, suspicions were avowed hj 
some members of the body, and every one, wiia. 
presumed to say a word favorable to an accused,, 
or sufiering brother, was borne down by ao. 
insinuation that be was an accomplice, or iQigbti 
expose himself to suspicion a^ such. The truth: 
of this is so well known, that, I believe it will; 
not be denied; nay, I believe, from what.l 
have personally heard, more than once, it caq* 
not be denied, 

I have already mentioned two instanees 
these personal exertions. The one was 
motion, by Mr. Craig, of my being contin 
in the receipt of R. D. at the risque of the I 
by tery being considered as ^/ inimical to ga 

ir 
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Mat,'' thtt other of Mr. Black, in respect to 
\maty also. Who broughr for^lird the motioa 
of my sttspensioii, and exclusion frOtti cotititiH- 
lag a cbutrifoatoi' to the Widow's fund, which I 
luitre mentioned, ohly as problematical, my 
^Hdence, though sdrong, not beit)g dii^ct, f 
:iiOMr not But there is a notice, Which caitAot 
^oyerlooked, proposed by Mr. Cuming, bft^^- 
ber-in-Iaw to Mrs. Black, which resolviss this 
fbole of these proceedings into one contii^xidn* 
t is expressed in the following words : ^< Mr, 
liomas Cuming gave hotice that he will faeitt 
t9T move, that, if. any cotltribntor to thk 
ndow's fund shall die hy stiicide, duellitrg, ttr 
^e hand of public justiice, his widow or family 
hall not be considered as entitled, to any advan« 
^ arising from the said fund/' 

.t^hat the object of this liotice Was in itselir 
!gbt, had it b6^ti confined to such as might 
^me contributors in future, must be admit- 
^; but, that it shotild have a retrospect td 
tich as then were, and long had been contri- 
totors, is not right. In several cfaarter-partiek 
f annuify companies the widows and childreti 
f sucJh as died by suicide or duelling arc cif- 
hided from all benefitit. Indeed they ar* 
fimes so heinous, unnatural, and hurtful to 
^iety, that too much cannot be done to discou- 
rse and prevent them. However, that th4 , 
Wrention of these was not the ohly, or eveh 

M m St principal 
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principal object of Mr; Cuming's moiion^ Mr 
Cuming has fully proved by the reasons foi 
witbdra^wing his notice in 1780. His wordi 
are : "although the melancholy circumstances 
of. the times did, in his opinion, fully justify 
the adoption of said motion,^ yet, as the. case, 
"which gave principal rise to the notice, was new 
smd unprecedented ', and, as the consideration of 
this melancholy subject must be painful to the 
feelings of this Synod, and to his own; auda^ 
ht trusts, an occasion will not again reci^r callioj : 
for that or any similar regulation, he will, with 
th<^ consent of this int^flpquitor, decUnexnakinf 

•his intended motion." 

i 

I 

These words are very explicit, and do credit j 
to Mr. Cuming*s candor, on the occasion* 
They shew that the words, " suicide and duel- 
ling," had only crept into, his notice, of tht 
preceding year, through ipadvertence, or the , 
conTusdon ofideas a,rising frpm the " melancholy 1 
^circumstances of the times." He tells us, tM | 
Ihe ca^e, which gave principal rise to his noticei 
,was new and unprecedented^ and the subject 
melancholi/'^iioWi there was no case of suicide 
er fatal duel, among the contributors to the 
.widow*s fund, new or old, prece^dented or unpr^' 
fedented', nor any instance of a contributor to 
that fund dying by the hand of public justice, 
frpm its commencement until the year 1798*. 
Hence, that one instance must be the case. 
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•,F^ich gave rise to Mr. Cuaiing's notice. That 
lease, I own, was new and unprecedented ^ noc 
•have I any doubt but the subject will yet appea^p 
«fJttiore melancholy than it has hitherto done: 
luiuid iny prayer to God is not only, thr^t such a 
.....case may never more present itself, but that an 
v; individual may never be born, of the race of 
r xckkxiy unguarded enough to hazard such a notice 
■.on 3uch a case, should it nnfortiinately recur. 

r 

; . Of this case, melancholy asitwasj and more 
melancholy as it was attempted to be made, 
^ my feelings induce me to add something more. 
Previous to Mr. Cuming's notice, a motion was 
Ipade, in Synod, that the widow of the member 
,. who fell a victim to the public justice of 1798—^ 
. a woman of most excellent character, and a 
, numerousfarnily of amiable children, should be, 
' excluded from the benefits of the widow's fund, 
4. on account of the husband's and father's politi- 
cal offences. This motion was supported by 
. the FEW with great zeal. One rev. gentleman, 
- notorious iov humilitj'', eohciliating manners, 
\ and soundness, in the faiths when every other 
argument was borne down by justice and com** 
. mon-sense, pleaded the dis(grace of having the 
. widow of a rebel in the list of annuitants with 
the relicts of loyal, faithful, and pious rneiv 
in favor of her exclusion/ However, the mo-.* 
tioA did not. pass. Hence, Mr. Cuming's 

sweeping 



■ s 
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sweeping notiee was brought forward,^ whick 
on the following year^ he was pleased to with-* 
draw» 

Ti^at the Synods tbus^ far, proceeded oft. 
)>rinciples truly loyal, or to avoid and counter* 
act suspicion^ of disloyalty, shall be take^ fof 
granted, as no immediate interference, or influx 
eace, of men in power was openly Javowad^ 
However, from this period, policy and interest 
5eem to have joined issue with loyalty to render 
It triumphant over the artifices of seduction, 
and delusion^ of a '* sophistical philosophy^ 
which threaten alike, the temporal, and eternal 
interests of mankind " God grant that th# 
triumph may be complete, as the victory musjt 
be equally honbrable, and beneficial to the 
human race. 

It will be remembered that on the restoration 
of the country to something like tranquilityi 
after the partial insurrection into which it had 
been, somehow^ seduced or provoked in 179B, the 
but^iness of union was taken up, and zealously 
prosecuted. To its success the insurrection, as 
originally intended, was a favorable prelnde* 
The terror of the succeeding times was equally 
in its favor. But, as the measure was very 
linpalatable to the Irish people, that terror 
eould not be safely depended c^. Henoe^ to 
procure a silent acquiescence, during the discos- 
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8iod» the people were to be treated^ not onljr 
with prospects of forgiveness for the past ; but 
favor and liberality in all time to come. The 
CatholicSf the gr^t mass of the Irish people, 
ajne very much attached to their clergy. They 
I<M>k upon tiiem as their almost bnly sourtes of 
comfort, under their multiplied grievances^ for 
ages, in this country. They must, thereforet 
bei' supposed happy in the prospect of their 
independence, and more so, in that of their 
^realth. This, the then governors of Ifeland 
I^Cfceived, and proposed a provisioi^ for the 
^cl^y^ on condition of their silence, and other 
'ferivu, some of which are yet undefined, and 
others never dented. Those proposals camei 
' '11 a form no flattering, and were sanctioned 
^y an authority so high, that, if we can ere- ' 
dit report, the Catholic clergy were nearly 
Suited into a share in which they would have 
^^^tk suspended in infamy, for ever, and their 
^i9hi9ps seiluced to the brink of a precipice^ 
^Ver which, if they had falleti, they would have 
^Uep unpitied. However, they saw. their 4,anr 
8^ ere it was too late. They recoiled, and 
*^w statid on an eminence so high, and solidly 
founded, that they must be looked up to, with 
* mutture of shame, admiration, andenvy^ 

On the same principles, and with similar in<^ 
^cements, the Presbyterians in Ulster, the 
•^Cond people in the THEN kingdom, w^re 
*»»iuied# through the rev Robert Bladk, their 

. ' agent 
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Agent for royal bounties. From this office^ h 
must be supposed to have some intercourse wit 
the Irish servants of the crown. When ths 
intercourse became cojiftdentialy I shall notpre 
sume to say ; but that it ivas confidential, an 
that it referred to forgiveness of injuries, re^ 
or supposed— to granting or procuring futui 
conciliation, and the extensions of bounty^ o 
terms, is evident from Mr.' Black's words, t 
the Synod, in I78O.' These words are as follow 
** Mr; Black informed the Synod, that he bai 
^-aited on lord Castlereagh, BY DESIRJE, whci 
he was informed by his lordship, that it was tb 
intef^tion of his majesty's ministers to make 1 
provision for the dissenting clergy, in terms dij 
fereni from those on which ilie present JR. D. too 
paid to them, and that his lordshig had expresse 
a desire that the Synod would appoint one 
more of their number to confer with gove' 
nieiit on this subject. Mr. Black farther st9 
that HS an individual, he was honored .1 
much^coDver^ation, relative to the general 
cerns of the Synod, and found the disposi 
of government, in his judgment, liberal, ( 
liatory, and satisfactory.^^ 

These are the words of the Synod^sr 
and which, I presume, when the circum 
gf the times are considered, comment i? 
cessary. The same minute informs ' 
♦* ia consequpnce of this information. 
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n B^ankhead moderator, Mr. Black and Dr. 
le were appointed commissioners to comma-* 
ite with government on this subject/' 



^1 • 



his commission must have been speedily 
CQted> as the synod met early in October 
During, to receive the rejiort of the commis- 
lers. What their report was; or rather, 
tftheir reports were, does not appear. That 
f differed, in some important points, is ad- 
ted ; and, that the mode of distributing the 
Qty, when augmented, was not approved 
)y the body, I believe, is equally certain, 
at peculiar changes may have been proposed 
ng the years 1801 and 1802, I shall not- 
mme to say ; but that, finally, presented. 
I government, for the adoption of the Synod* 
803, at the fullest meeting, I believe, ever 
wn, was, that the Synod should be divided, 
three classes^-^that the ministers holding, 
best endowed and most nunierous congrega* 
8, sixty two in number, should receivers 100 
1— »that the ministers of the sixty two, next 
lumber and stipend, should receive £75, — 
the remaining sixty two ^50. In order to' 
pare for the discussion of this proposal, a 
SU8 of the numbers and stipend of each con* 
jation was taken, and returned to ^me officer, 
low not whom, by which the proposed clas- 
:ation was regulated. Matters being thu* 
^>iged, the measure was discussed, as I havQ 

N n * ' said,^ 
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said, in 1803, with more warrrith, and catrled ^ 
with greater difficulty, than ever was known in" 
that body. Thcrt it was carried by a very small 
majority, and .continued to be highly disap- 
proved, is evident, from a motion passed in' 
1806, by a respectable majority, in the follow- 
ing words : " moved that the members appointed ,] 
to wait on the lord lieutenant be instructedV 
humbly to suggest to his grace, the proprktyiA 
the policy y snd the advantage, of sxi equalization I 
of his majesty's bounty, comprehending th^ 
two congregations which at present receive nOi 
bounty." The members above alluded to,'ai; 
" appointed to wait on the lord lieutenant," 
were the moderator, the ministers of the Prcs«' 
bytery of Dublin, Mr. — now doctor — Black, 
and Mr. Thomas Henry. For what reason I 
know not, the appointment of " the ministen' 
of Dublin and Dr. Black, was retracted, aod 

• 

others nominated in their place. Against the 
instructions given to these gentlemen, twenty' 
nine entered their protest. Hence a presump- 
tion arises, that they had been, from the begin- 
ning, patrons and promoters of the systefflr . 
Nor is this presumption weakened by a curious 
fact. This is, of that of eight members, who pro- 
tested against retracting the appointment of the. 
Dublin ministers, as part of an embassy, to 
suggest to his excellency, the propriety y poluy^ 
and advantages, of equalizing the R. D. these, 
very Dublin ministers. Dr. M'Doicell and the 
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''tv. James Homer , were two. Whether these 
ame ministers, or one of them, in company 
i^ith Dr. Black, anticipated the approach of 
le commissioners, by whom they were super- 
jded, to the ear or other organs of vice-royalty, 
ley can best tell. To them, therefore, I refer 
ly readers. But, be that as it may, the com-^ 
ussioners, in reporting their embassy, make 
mention of their gracious reception at the 
istle, or the attention paid to their suggestions, 
hat report is very concise, and suggests some 
istruction. " Dr. William Neilson, the late 
iQderator, read a report of the manner in which 
eaod his fellow-commissioners, appointed to 
^ait on the lord lieutenant, had executed their 
ommission ; upon which it was moved and 
nanimously agreed to, that thanks be returned 
) the commissioners for the faithful manner in 
^hich they . had executed their commission, 
'hanks were returned from the chair accord- 
igly. 

Dr. Neilson read also the lord lieutenant's 
nswer to our address of last year, likewise a 
itter from Mr. secretary Elliot, in answer to 
^e application of the Synod for an equalizmtion 
fhis majesty s bounty ^ which were ordered to be 
^serttd in the minutes, and are as followis. 

N n 51 LORD 
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LORD lieutenant's ANSWER; 



The ministers and elders of the generrf Syt 
of Ulster are entitled to my best thanks, for 
cordiality with which they express their ss 
faction at my appointment to the governn 
of this part of the united.kingdom. I can as 
them that it shall ever be the most impor 
object of my administration, as it is the i 
anxiotis wish of my heart, to secure to t 
class and description of his majesty's subjec 
Ireland, all the blessings connected with civl 
religious liberty : and it will give me sic 
pleasure to c.onvey to our most gracious sovei 
the assurances contained in the address 
presented to me^ of gratitude for his pat 
care, and loyal attachment to his sacred p< 
and government. 

THE secretary's ANSWER. 



Dublin Castle, 26eh. Jufy, 



SIR, 



His grace, the lord lieutenant, having j 
the most mature deliberation to the sugges 
which you were deputed to communica 
him, in respect to the arrangement of 
regium donum, and having also taken the i 
ments of his majesty's confidential servar 
the subject, I am commanded to acquaint 
for the information of- the respectable pe 
who compose the Presbyterian Synod of V 
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that it is not judged advisable to recommend to 
his majesty any alteration in the mode at pre- 
sent adopted in the distribution of that fund, 
I have the honour to be 
Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

W. Elliot.'' 
The REV- Dr. Neilson, / 

. Dundalk. 

These two documents are of some importance 
as they go to establish two facts. 

1. That his grace of Bedford, as representative 
of majesty, pledges himself to secure the " bless- 
ings of civil and religious liberty to every class 
and description 'of his majesty's subjects \ik 
Ireland/' 

Of this I shall only observe that were this 
pledge redeemed by securing these blessings to 
the Irish people, Ireland vw)uld be A land of 
peace and joy, the union witli Britain less irkr 
somCf and the British isles invulnerable by an 
enemy. 

2. That the continuance of classification, 
though pronounced by the Synod, in 180^ 
*^ improper, impolitic, and disadvantageous,^' 
was persevered in, not by his majesty's com- 
mano, but on the opinion of his majesty's con- 

^ential 



. servants, tbat ^V -^'"^ .^uon ia the 

»d«P^^^- ' here inserted, t^^o^g^^^ 

Th\ssketcblbavebere^"^ ^^^^^ the pre 

? h 'kU out of P^ace o .n ^^^^^y. ^ 

'"^^ ^^.ofdistnbuiingtheioy a 

Cn'oL and -^--^^0^ -^t ov de.er^^ 
p thp Svnod. ^^ , Advocates, » »■ 

„« attach to Its \n Svnoa, inav 

*" ^^^Le to thev-n and the . ^^ ^^ ^ 

l>ut J«st>te I j.„o,vn, as i ^^ 

«ames shouW he m^^ ^^ • e„d-, the pr 

* iV. torrectness. i^o tneinbers, aj 

^iooe>»itU^*'V » \nstvuctmg the tneu 
^f 1806 against mst^" - lieutenant, to sui 

•\m to wait pn*'^^ ■'♦„&€ ofanequw' 
,^ their »Mn« ""^ j,^ Wl.tt«.ae. 




«,.« M'I>owel !>•>*• 

Bobert Uen>^» 

John M'Caivn, 
JdvB Thorn,, 
Andrew Craife, 

^iaaiMontfiith, 

««2h Brooke, 
g^ Cuthhertson, 



jonn "-" 
John Dftvison, 

James Horner, . 

^ilUain fUinsay, 

Hohert Orr, 
WaUam Dunlop 
Henry Elder,. ' 
Sex/Montgomery, 

Henry Simson, 

WiUiam Moore, 
gtnuel Watson, 



•That 
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hat many others were conoected with tl^ese, 
803, is certain ; and that many contiaued 
isionailly to vote with them, in the sam« 
le, is not to be doubted. Yet, these gen- 
en admit in the second reason for the protest, 
^hich their names are signed, that twenty 

only voted against it, though the meeting 
listed of eighty six ; and that, of twenty elders, 

were supported, onlify by fmir. That, of 
B twenty nine, all attached to classification* 
to each other, the rev. Dr. Black and Dr.' 
/el, with Messrs. Horner, Cuming, and 
•ev. John Thompson, unfortunately absent 
this occasion, were the most conspicuous 
ers. In the privations, of which I have 
plained as grievances, and some other efforts 
ecting widows &c. Dn Black andMivCtim- 
)nly are mentioned, the on« as a querist ^ the 
T as an intended 7nover. That they cooti- 
1 so in some others, of which I am now to 
iplain, I shall endeavour to shew. 

Lfter a liberation from priisqn, unsolicited 
aae, or any other person on my behalf, and 
lost respectful convoy, at the expense of 
5rnment, to my friends and family, among 
?r marks of approving kindness, the nuine* 
I and respectable congregation of Dpnegor,^ 
ressed, through a number of their members, 
e of which had known me from my boyish 
s^ m warm desire that I would become suc- 

cewr 
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cesser to their then ministert a venerable old 
man, but sinking under infirmity. On this* 
subject I demurred, though he warmly encou* 
raged me to concur with the people's wish, being 
then undetermined whether I would continue 
to reside in Ireland. During this delay,' the 
matter was talked of publicly in the country. 
Some good souls became alarmed with the ap- 
prehension of my settling in the neighbourhood. 
The members of the congregation were told 
" that any congregation taking me, as their 
minister, would be excluded from royal bounty." 
The good old man was assured that, if he resign*' 
ed in my favor, on the Synodical regulation of 
retaining the bounty for life, he would be left 
unsupported in his old age, as the bounty would 
certainly be withdrawn, on my instalment 
Tiiese, having rieached my ear, I immediately 
removed all uneiisiness, from all concerned, ia 
an interview with Wm Owens, Esq. a member 
of the congregation, the oldest man, I believei 
in the country, and of a character, which tio 
man has ever impeachedt and few — very f^^.. 
indeed, have equalled. That these reports pr^^ 
vailed-'that they were circulated on the autho- 
rity of a confidential person, and that that persoft 
was believed to be Dr. Black, agent for the 
bounty, I firmly believe. How far they b^ 
truth to support them. Dr. Black best know^ * 
to hin», therefore, I appeal. 
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owever, soon after this,, a presumption 
Dr. Black and some of his connexions might 
oncerned in such reports rose towards pro- 
lity. In the Autumn of 1802, I received 
fivitation to Keady, within six miles of 
agh, which was immediately followed by a; 
o take charge of a small congregation there, 
gave an immediate alarm. Emissaries were 
3 work with all the principal people, on 
r opportunity, to warn them of the ruin 
would incur by a connexion with me. Th6 
Thomas Cuming was said to be indefatigable, 
oubt, more might be said than was really 
But the following fact, which rests on 
ivritten authority of a man of truth and 
r, and which I have in my possession, is 
f sufficient that neither he tior his brother. 
k was idle, or lukewarm. To prevent sus- 
n of misrepresentation, t shall state it in 
entleman's own words. 

Some time after the rev. Doctor Dickson 
asked to preach for the congregation of 
ly, I happened to be in the town of Arniagh. 
e X saw the rev. Messrs. Black and Cuming 
horn I made up and saluted them, as eld 
d$ and acquaintances. After some ordinary 
ersation, Mr. Black told me, be had seen 
lame where he never thought to see it, viz. 
call to th^ rev. Dr. Dickson to be our stated 
or at Keady. I enquired the reason.. He 

Qq . said 
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\ ... 

said, he was not a loyal man, as hd had been 
appointed adjutant genial to the rebel army al 
Balliaahinch, and asked me if I had read the 
reports of the committee of the house of lonb \ 
relative to him. I said I had not ; but although * 
the Doctor was confined he was never brought 
to trial ; and we and every man had a right to 
deem him and all in such a situation innoccntf 
until the laws of their country found them other* 
wise. He, Dr. Black said that, as to his being ' 
concerned in the rebellion and guilty of imprcH 
per conduct therein,, he had no manner of 
doubt i and the reason he was not tried wil» 
that the peri^on, who had given their lordshipi 
information against the Doctor bad made it • 
point not to be brought forward to swear as 3 
witness on the trial. I then alleged that any de- 
signing villain might deprive me or any lojil 
man of his liberty when be made points at tht 
time of giving such information -, and that it 
appeared to me the Doctor wsls persecuted wbea 
not prosecuted. Doctor Black i^aid, ^ If hews 
to Secomi the stated pastor of Keady it umU ii , 
tfte greatest stigma an the Fresbyterian cause tM 
ever he knew to happen.'^ In return, I sw4 I 
had no doubt of the Doctor's loyalty, lind, if he 
accepted ofour small new congregation, itvtooH 
be a high gratification to me, and I hoped bt* 
would be my minister during my life. Mf* 
Black said, he had no doubt of the Doctor's 
aqcepting the congregation;; if he was alfered i^ 

' \ but 



NARRATIVE. 99$ 

* ■% t ft 

but said that we were the last people he ever 
thought would have given such a man a call. 
I am ready and willing, to swear that a conver- 
ntion to the effect of the above statement took 
pkce between Dr. Black and me, in the street 
of Armagh, between the time the Doctor first 
preached at Keady and the time he let us know 
he would accept the call of said congregation. 

Mr. Cuming told a story relative to Dn Dick- 
van's baptizing a child for some person in the 
ODunty of Down, I think, near Ballinabinch. 
He named the man, and sard he had travelled 
irith him to a former Synod, but I forget hit 
nanfe. This person should have told Mr. Cum- 
ing that after the Doctor had baptized his child 
vaA pleasantly spent the exxntngy on going away, . 
tie went to see the Doctor on borsebaek, and 
khe Doctor there told him " perhaps kc xcould 
*KWf see him ctgainj and that this was a day, or 
Ho before the disturbance broke out at Baltina' 
lirA.** I thought, by the conversation, Mr, 
Cmning. meartt to shew me, the Doctor took 
put to himself as being a rr6rf.*'— This also I 
inn wilKng to swear if called upon.^ 

This written document, if genuine, and I here- 
Ky pledge myself to prove it such, renders it, 
■art only probable, but highly probable, that prt- 
f^ption was not too boM in ascribing the re- 
ports, which I have mentioned to the rev. Dn ^ 

0% Black 
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Black and his Connexions. The efforts attril 
ted to Dr. Black are of such a complexipnt 
his object cannot be mistaken ; and, thoi 
Mr. Cutning's story displays as touch child: 
ness, in substance as ingenuity in the applicat 
it can hardly be doubted that his object was 
same. 

That the written document^ which I 
copied, is genuine, admits of proof as clet 
any thing of the kind possibly can do. • 
Samuel Cuming,- the writer, was' born in 
congregation of Keady. He was a man, 
only highly respected, but of a character 
most amiable, and pleasinig npanners. , Fro.x 
early period of his life he bad resided in tin 
lage, and during many^^ears had been agen 
lord Farnham, landlord of the place^ and 
rounding country ; and seneschal of the ms 
which embraces a tract of country vastly ] 
extended* Hence, his hand- writing mus 
well known to every respectable land-hol 
to every gentleman, many of whom ari 
relatives ; and every man of business, in 
neighbourhood j which hand- writing I \^y 
my possession. 

As this enables me to ascertain the au( 
ticity of the document, I have what appe£ 
roe, sufficient proof that it was not written 
prejudice, iU*wil}, or any oiher unworthy 
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* ■ • 

r^tive. Mr. Cuming says, " he weyt up and ' 
■; saluted" his namesake Cuming and Dr. Black. 
. j)ot/Only as old acquaintances^ but/ricnds.'' That 
vjie was,, and long had been, a warm friend lo 
Dr. Black was well knpwn. The Doctor, when 
\ a young man, had been a candidate for the 
congregation of Keady. On that occasion Mr. 
Guming supported him, not only by his vote, 
but by all the influence 'which his public situa- 
tions gave him in the congregation ; and fre- 
' quently regretted that his exertions were vain^ 
' After the above interview, I have often heard 
(' h\m relate these exertions, and at the same time 
'.^declare, that nothing but that interview, ever 

• 

.gave him a suspicion that he bad mistaken his 
man, and that his friendship had been misplaced. 
''' Whenever this subject was mentioned he became 
. irritated ; and when it became known, after the 
.' meeting of Synod, in 1803, that Keady was 
excluded from a share in the royal bounties, he 
'^* attributed the exclusion, without reserve, to 
his two old *^ friends and acquaintances" Dr. 
Black and Mr. Cuming. In this opinion I 
believe, few, if any, of bis neighbours differed 
from him. Under this impression,.. some were 
for libelling them as slanderers, and others for 
having a memorial presented to the lord lieute- 
nant, complaining of partiality, and praying 
that they might be admitted to a participation 
of the royal bounty; Both these measures I 
opposed ; the former,' as unworthy-of a minis- 

ter; 
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ter ; the latter, because I was fully determined 
never to share any royal bounty, if granted^ iii 
connexion with the Synod, while my name ap« 
peared in their records, stained with a positive 
charge of being '^ imphcated in treasonable 
and seditious practices/* 

These being repressed, it was resolved to 
present a memorial to the Synod, at tbdr meet* 
ing in 1804, stating their case, complaining. of 
the cohtempt and insult with which they ware 
treated, and begging to be informed explicitly 
for what reasons they had been so treated. To 
such a^ are unacquisiinted with our discipline, 
this memorial may not be, either unentertaiu* 
ing, orwithQut'interest; and, it will be observed 
that, in it, the congregation of Keady neither 
beg a share in the bounties conferred upon their 
brethren^ por solicit the intercessory influence 
of the Synod to procure an extension of bounty 
tp themselves. The n^emorial is as follows : 

" Rey. Sii^, 

We, the congregation of Keady, erected by 
ybur authority, in tbeyear 1808, as will appear 
in your minutes ; and, from that date, aeting in 
conformity with the rules of ^^our body, and 
nnder the sanction of the rev, the Presbytery of 
Tyrone, have proceeded to the call of a minister, 
M'ho was^ and i$, the object of our unanimoug 
pboice, and has been regularly installed as our 

pastor; 



\ 
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x)r ; And to the erection of a meeting-house,, 
ch will be completely covered in, before your 
ioais shall have disposed of this oi^r addres9. 
these pur proceedings, we have demeaned 
selves as Presbyterians^ and considered our- 
es as a constituent part of your body, sub* 
: to all your rules in discipline and church 
eminent, and entitled to an equitable share in 
YOUT privileges, royal bounties, parliamenta- 
grants, and imperial favors. It is with heart* 
regret that we feel ourselves obliged to corn- 
in that our situation has been overlooked, 
our expectations disappointed. This com* 
nt we submitioyour wisdom, piety, justice, 
regard to the Presbyterian church of Ulster, 
ch, we are confident, ye consider as a part 
the church of Christ. We beg leave to ask, ^ 
li all possible deference, respect and humili- 
(ori the supposition that your late negotia- 
is with the government of this country is to 
the support, interest, and honor, of said 
sbyterian church) vihy we have not been 
luded in. them ?^ We presume to ask, whe- 
r it is because we are not christians in prin- 
e, and Presbyterians in discipline: and, 
ither any person w«, or out of, ' your very 
body, has charged, or will come forward jto 
rge, 1/5", any of us, or our respecc^d pastor, 
t> any word, act, or deed, either as nlembers 
i/ot(r church, or of the slate, oh account of 
ch we can, or ought to be; in aiiy particular 

manner. 
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manner, stigmatized by you,- or precluded the 
benefit of any bounty, royal, parliamentary, 
. or imperial, intended for the benefit of the Pres- 
byterians of Ulster. Your answer we request 
with earnestness^ and at the same time, with all 
that respect, with which it become:^ humble 
laity to approach your rev. tribunal. 

* We hereby appoint &c. &c." 




i 

b 



91 



That there was point^in this memorial is evi- 
dent. Tliat that point was sharpened by the 
language of Dr. Black and the rev. Mr. Cuming, 
in the interview already mentioned is certain; 
Mr. Sartiuel Cqming did not conceal that lan- 
guage. Hence it was believed and circulated 
that my being ** implicated in seditious . ani 
treasonable practices,'^ as the Synod have assei^ 
ted, was the reason why the congregation o» 
Keady was '* overlooked'* in the new arrange* 
ment for the distribution of King's bounty?' 
The Synod felt this, and that they were directl Jf 
called upon, in declaring the reason for •* over- 
looking" the congregation of Keady, either ^^ 
charge themselves with neglect, at least; brtl"*,^ 
congregation, or minister, or both, withisom^* 
thing which rendered them unworthy of th^' 
favor. No such charge was made. Dr. Blac* 
did not even hint at my ** concern in rebellion^ 
** my improper conduct therein," or " an/ 
disloyalty of any kind ;'* much less " of n^y 
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Ic of adjutant general in the rebel army,'' as 
treason, or any part of the reason, of such 
vertooL** In: fact there was a silence, un- 
imon on such occasions, for some mibutes. 
wever, after some whispering, a naturalized 
n arose, and, with great affected violence, 
robated the memorial, as disrcspecffuly ironi- 
insultingy and moved its rejection. This, 
commissioners, by their good temper, pre- 
ited. They immediately proposed to expunge 
offensive parts, and reduce it to a. simple 
^uiry. This being granted, the reduction 
} made, and tl>e memorial admitted, in the 
us expressed in the Synod's minute, which 
as follow : *^ A paper was presented, from 
second congregation of Keady, praying the 
iod to give information why it had not been 
luded in the late negotiation^ of the Synod 
h government ; and why it should be pre* 
ded the benefit of bounty J'' 

?*rom this minute, sanctioned as it is, it 
St be evident to every man that it neither 
tys for a share in the bounty granted to the 
nod of Ulster, nor the aid of that body to 
>cure an extension of bounty to the congre- 
-ion of Keady. They simply ask, " infor- 
tion, why they had not been included in the 
'otiatiqnSy and why they were precluded the 
^efit of the compact. With pain inexpressible, 
ave written the last word, but^ it is soneces* 

rp garily 
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sarily implied m the word, '^ neg^ations/' tlutf 
I could not avoifi it. Dr. B^eck in his report 
in the year 1800, of a confidential coDversattoff 
^ vrith the Irish minister, mentions the word 
•* tentis." Of these " terms" 1 know nothing, 
except what every body knows, that " classifi- 
cation'^ was one ; and what I hav« mentioned, 
from the gtBjfit of rf 1783, so different fromsH 
former grants, which I have seen, and whicli 
conveys the idea pf a bribe, rather than a remti^ 
or encouragement to promote r^%£t7^^^ kyiawledgi 
and religwus virtue. The words will be retstgnr 
bered and, I am sure, every Presbyterian ought 
to remember, and to think of them, carefially 
and seriously-———" to be distributed among 
SUCH of the non-conforming ministers^ in suA : 
manner, as he or they shall find necessary,^ 
our service, and the i;ood of said kingdcto*^- 
These are the words^— ^-aind> in my apprdl^ 
sion ominous words. When combined with ^ 
terms of classification, my fear is, that tbcjT 
involve the death-warrant of Presbyterian iiide- 

pendence in their bosom the prayer of Di/ 

heart, that that fear may be groundless.^ 

These 

X 

* In this fear^ I feel warranted by the late Dr. Caropbe& 
Presbyterian minister of Clonmell, and formerly of Armagh. 
He was commissionei' from the Synod, for several yean^ is 
their negotiations with government for bounty. Early in 1785i 
some members of Synod were fatoured by comnuiiicatioDi^ 

throufh 
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These things apart, the good temper,, and 
food sense, of the commissioners from Keady, 

P p a gave 

tkroogh the late lord Charlemont, and, I believe, Mr. Stew- 
ut(^KiI]yinoon, of the liberal dispositions of government tow- 
mis the body^ and encouragement to apply for an additional 
Hmiy of ^10. 000. The Synod caught at the bait, petitroired* 
id appointed Dr. Campbell to. conduct the intereslinghxisAUQSi^ 
V a time, every thing seemed to promise that the petition 
^oold be granted in full. His g^race of Portland and the mipisr 
y of the day gave it open countenance : but before it could ^ 
e completed, he was recalled, and lord Norlhington sent over 
»Occupy the vice-regal throne. Withrnew men, new measures 
Kceededr Among these, a diminution oTthe intended grant 
i bounty was one. To this a tedious and expensive election 
3 a Northern country, in which a great majority of the fi-ee- 
loHeri are Presbyterians, took place. These, generally, op- 
onthe interests of a noble lord, long connected with govern- 
Wot, irf support of a family, whom he considered asupstarts. 
Idi gave his lordship great offence against the whole oody* 
•ence he opposed the petition of Synod, and had the grant 
4iced from £\0, 000 to ^1. 000 p«r annum. At the same 
•e, however, he procured ^5 00 per annum, for another 
^6i Ptesby tcMrians, denominated necedcrs^^^ fir«t with which 
ly bad been favored. This diminution of the proposed ^graot 
grace of Portlaod declai^d, afterwards^ in a letter to lor^ 
tarlemont, to be ^* foolish and in^piuic^ ,a*it prcvtntcd. go* 
"nment of the most v^luabk purchase, which it ever had an 
^ortunity of making in Ireland, 

These circumstances Dr. Campbell never mentioned, evea 
bong his friends, without expressions of regret and "disj^ju&t, 
d then with seeming caution. This excited my curiosity. 
yA, as the king's letter had never been read publicly, I re- 
dtedly requeited a tight of it, that I might learn the cause 
these foeliogs. This faoweveri^ be persevered iu refusing, 

till 
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gave ri«e to a perplexity as great as that whi- 
gave rise to its display. A kind of confused, 
sultory, conversation took place, in which no ^ 
Tcct answer w:as attempted. This perplexity ^yr^ 
terminated by a lucky observation, " that tAe 
Synod had no control' over the bounty — tial 
their hands were tied z/p, and their mouths ska/." 
This declatation was received as oracular; and 
Hhc following resolution inserted in the minute, 

■ 
' I 

till I wrote to him in Spring 1789^ that if he did oot gratifying 
I would apply at the secretary of state's office for a copy. Soon 
after this, he wrote me as follows, ^nclosiug the dojcumcnl.w- 
<|uired. 

*' Armagh, June 21th, 1789, 
Dr. Doctor, 

Enclosed I send you a copy of the king's letter, and of tin " 
lord lieutenant's warrant for ^f 1 . 000. You will judge ^om d* 
nature qf the grant, whether these papers ought, or oueht ao(» 
tp be communicated to all, or to a/<?w." • 

This letter I retain, as a valuable reliqiie of a wise and goA. 
man :^ and, as already expressing his apprehension that thefv 
was something, in the fiature of this grmnt, from whicii tht 
mind of the Synod would have recoiled. 

On this oellcate subject,' I shall i^ot hazard a single ut^^\' 
I shall only ask, whether it would not be right that all thePW* 
byterian ministers, and all the Presbyterian people, >Imw» 
know the terms on which royal bounties have been, and coiP 
tinue to be, extended to them ; and that, in order to ibi^ 
every letter and warrant by which they are granted or cxKO^ 
manded to be distributed, from the day? of king Charles 2t 
fo the present, should be printed and pnblishtd^ lor tht va^ ^ 
,<nicb as may choose to purchase them ? 
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•M an ansTt^er to the prayer of the people of 
Keady ; *^ the Synod not considering itself xronvr 

ij^tent« at . present, to give the congregation 
|ny aid in this business^ resolved tp dismiss. the 

fi^pplication." > 

■•J . 

Xhat this was no answer to tl>e people of 

.Keady must be evident to every iqaji pretending 
to common sense. They neither asked aid nor 
advice in procuring bounty ; but simply '^ infor- 
mation, why they /tad not been included in tlic 
late negotiations and why they should be pre- 
cluded from the benefit of bounty.*' To neither 
of these questions, do the words of the Synod 
japply, or refer, in any manner, direct, or indi- 

' rect. ' 

When this minute was communicated to the 
congregation of Keady, they were hurt. ' After 
, some deliberation, they agreed to renew their 
', application, and, if possible, elicit a direct 
answer, at the meeting of Synod in 1805. In 
Consequence a memorial was prepared, the 
same in substance, and nearly in words, with 
that Qf 1804, and commissioners appointed to 
present it. 



Tr- 



Previous to that meeting, a new congrega- 
tion, erected in the country pf Derry, posterior 
to the erection in Keady, had obtained a minis- 
ter^ and brought forward a supplication. The 

^ object 
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object of this supplication was to obtain assis* 
tance^ from the Synod, in procuring a portion 
of royal bounty. The statement, in the Sy«o- 
dical records, is as follows : *^ a memorial from 
the newli/ erected congregation of Newtown* 
Stewart, praying Synod to take such measures 
as may induce government' to allew them a 
portion of R. D. was presented to the Synod." * 

From the ^' manacles" and " muzzles" coin- 
plained of last year, in the affair of Keady, nei- 
ther manual effort, nor verbalintercession could 
be expected, on this occasion, on any principle 
of consistency, unless these instruments of res- 
traint had been removed. They were not re- 
moved. -Hence the answer was : " The Syead 
resolved that it could not interfere in this 
business/' 

On the disposal of this memorial, one, froi» 
Keady, was immediately brought forward, ^^ 
the same import with that of the preceding year. 
The confusion and perplexity, which this itor 
pertinent repetition of a simple question occa- 
sioned, may be easily conceived from the fc>^^ 
lowing* minute: *^ a similar' memorial on tb* 
part of the newly erected congregation of Keadj^ 
was withdrawn/*' 

However painful it may be to notice tb? 
fact, yet, from respect to the congregation ^^ 

Keady/ 
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dyy and to myself^ I am obliged to assert 
this is a gross misrepresentation. No 
lorial, similar to that from the congregation 
Newtown-Stewart, ever was pi;esented, ta 
Synod, from that of Keady. This I gladly 
bute to misapprehension, arising from sur^- 
and conftcsion, rathier than to any nlean 
ire, or base design. Yet, I must observe, 
the misrepresentation is so gross, that I 
Id not dare to mention it, were I not war- 
ed by the admission of the rey. body by 
tn it is sanctioned, in the preceding minute. 

I the year 1806, I was prevented by illnesf^ 
I attending Synods but in 1807 1 stated this 
epresentation to the body, which the origi- 
memorial proved to be real, consequently, 
as corrected as follows, in the minute of 
year, with the praefix of a black hand^ 
^d of my motion for the purpose : 

Whereas an error appears in section 5th« 
le minutes of our sixth" session, in the year 
S, itns ordered that said error be corrected 

. petition presented on the part of the new 
tted congregation of Keady, praying an 
ver to the following question, viz. ■*' Why 
e we not included in your negotiations with 
-rnment respecting l>ounty ?" was with- 
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The fact is, this petition was withdrawn; after 
considerable alteration^ from the appare&t ttA^ 
possibility of procuring any direct answer td 
the question which it contained, simplified as it 
then was. 

Situated as I was, it will not be thought 
strange that I felt hurt by this obstinate silence. 
J bad been branded, by the Synodin 1799 wiik , 
the charge of *^ treason and sedition.'* In 1803, 
my treasons and^editions w*ere particularly spe* 
cified, to Mr. Samuel Cuming of Keady, by 
liie rev/ Dr. Black; and an acknowledgment 
of their reality, in the opinion' of said Mr.& 
Cuming, attei!npted t6 be established by the 
rev. Thoihas Cuming, brother-in-law to 0ir. 
Black's lady, and now, through that connexioOi 
a Presbyterian secretary paid by the crown. la 
consequence of these, it must be supposed that 
many things were surmised, and whispered— y 
nay openly asserted — equally painful to my feel- 
ings, reproachful to my character, and injuri- 
ous to my interests: Who could doubt the 
authority of Dr. Black; with the report of the 
committee of the house of lords in his mouth'^ 
Or that of his brother Cuming, supported by 
the entertaining story of a man totally unknown 
tohim^ and, from his cliaracter, so respectable» 
that he would not dare to utter any thing to 
support Mr. Cuming's insinuations ? Bati 

should both these have been doubted, who could 

doubt 
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ibt the solidity of the foundation^ or the 
ness and clearness of Ihe evidence ; on which 
rev. Synod of Ulster pronounced me gailty 
^* seditious and treasonable practices/' pro- 
ded to withhold a portion of my family's sub- 
ence, over, which viceroyalty alone had any 
trol or, as they pleaded^ 1806, ** on the faith 
his majesti/s government should not be with- 
wn from any minister, during his continu- 
e in his congregation, so long as it shall 
ase his majesty to continue the bounty to the 
\y at large." None certainly. Hence, I , 
le I shall appear warranted in attempting to 
nple impossibilily underfoot, by extorting 
le kind of an answer to the question of the 
igregation of Keady. 

nfluenced by this hope, I produced a memo- 
, on the spur of the moment, and presented 
0. the rev. Synod, which they were so good 
X) record in my own words, in the minute of 
day. 

* A memorial from the rev. William Steel 
ckson D. D. requiring the Synod to declare 
'^]fcxtly whether or no he is alluded to in a 
rt of a minute of 1799, which has been con- 
ued into a reflection on his character, as a 
ui '* implicated in treasonable or seditious 
ictices/' and, if so, to explain what they 

Q q then 
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that^ in proposing them^ I had two obJ( 

view. The former was to. allow my rev. 1 

and brethren an opportunity of vindicatinj 

loyalty i if not their exceeding the bou 

church-discipline^ in accusing,, condei 

punishing, and consigning to infamy, (( 

supposed) a brother, against whom they 

received a charge of guilt, or examined 

ness ; or of apologizing for their error, by 

ingany excuse which they could produce 

latter was to bring forward Dr. Black t 

brother Cumijig to avow in publick, w 

one had asserted, and the other insinuatii 

vately, to Mr« Samuel Cuming to prev< 

settlement it Keady. 

Notwithstanding the plainness of thes 
tions, and in my opinion, the imperii 
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iogi on my cdmplaiRing of unkind treatment in 
the efforts to impede my settlement at Keady, 
*^ that he had done every thing he could to pre- 
vent it, and he was sorry he could not do more.*' 
The rev. Dr. Black' so far as I ban recollect, 
neither offered justification, apology, or expla- 
nation* Elsewhere all was silence, or mere 
nhisper. Hence, the resolution was, on the 
whole of this plain and simple^ but not utiimpor- 
ttmt, business, as expressed in the minute of 
the day. " // was UNANIMOUSLY resolved to 
iismiss this memorial^ 

On this answer I shall not make observation, 
nor pronounce opinion. The world will judge, 
bow far it was consistent with the charaqter of 
the Synodr of Ulster to refuse an answer to a 
brother, demanding whether he was one of 
their members against whom they had published 
pB unqualified charge of ^^ treason and seditipn," 
lod an explanation of the meaning, which they 
iffixed to the words, when they used them. 

From this time (l805) the congregation of 
Steady ceased to be troublesome. They asked 
Qo farther questions, respecting reasons , as they 
wight lead to farther perplexities^ However, - 
the congregation of Newtown-Stewart, erected 
posterior to Keady, rentwed their application, 
five years afterwards, (1800) not to ask "why 
they were precluded from the benefit of boun- 

Qq2 tyi" 
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ty;" but, as formerly, " praying the Syn 
to use its influence with government in procw.^ 
ing to that congregation a portion of his ma^ ^ 
ty's bounty/' 

Happily for them, Keady was now quiesccu/. 
Hence, they "were not met with the appallJDg' 
words : " The Synod cannot interfere in this 
business." The mouths of the body were then 
unmuzzled, and their hands free from shackles. 
Hence, their prayer was in^antly granted, and 
the moderator appointed to use the* influence 
prayed for, as appears from the minute of the 
day : ** the prayer of this mem9rial was granted, 
and the moderator instructed to draw up a me- 
morial pursuant to the spirit of the supplication 
of Newtown-Stewart, and have it presented to 
government in the name of this Synod.** 

The reception of this memorial was such as 
might be expected from a government " wise, 
conciliating, and liberal," and to whose' friend- 
ship for the Presbyterian body a donation so 
conducive to the honor and happiness of iti 
ministers has been justlj attributed. Its prajer 
was immediately granted, as appears on the 
record of 1811. " Mr. Dunlop reported, that 
he had presented a memorial to the lord lieute- 
nant pursuant to the order of last Synod, praying 
his excellency to place the congregation of New- 
town-Stewart on the list of those who are ib Ihe 

receipt 
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iteceipt of his majesty's bounty ; and that he 
thad the pleasure of informing the Synod that 
liis excMlency had been pleased to grant the 
prayer of the memorial.'* 

4 

.'\ On this my observations shall be few and 
,}3lbort. 1st This comprehension of the congre- 
gation of Newtown-fStewart^ as appears, was 
■0ie act of his excellency, solely and exclusiveltf. 
yjBd. That the erection of the congregation of 
»New tojvn-Stewart, posterior to the negotiations 
,,^'ith government, relative to the late extension 
..of bounty, was not pleaded by the Synod against • 

presenting a memorial in their favor, nor by bis 
/excellency, as an obstacle;, to its being granted : 
i.mid, consequently that it could not be the rea- 
t*$on, as alleged, but not insisted on, by Dr. 

Black and some others, in 1804^ why that of 

Keady was not included in that extension. 

Hence the exclusion of Keady must be ^ttribu- 
■•ted to some other reason, or reasons. What 

these may have been, I leave the world to judge 

from what I have related. 

It will be observed that, from the year 1805, 
neither the congregation nor minister of Keady, 
had troubled the Synod with memorial, or sup- 
plication. In 1810, I advertised a narrative, tOr 
be published, of my " continemeut and exile," 
comprehending an account of the " conduct of 
the rev. the general Synod of Ulster, towards 
^ f me 
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me and my family, during and since that period, 
authenticated by extracts from the records of 
that rev. body.*' 

On the appearance of this advertisement, a 
strange alarm was excited, if I may judge from 
the number of letters with which I was favored* 
Some of these were merely scurrilous, sooi^ . 
added threats j but all Were anonymous. Others 
contained friendly cautions and admonitions^, to 
be guarded in my expression, or advice t<y 
abandon my idea of publication, as enemie* 
were on the watch, determined to lay hold c^f 
the slightest pretext for new severities again 
me. As the vindication of my character agai 
calumnies, a considerable part of which w 
founded on, and supported by^ synodical r 
cordsy was my object, on these records I d 
pended for that Vindicati6n, and according! 
applied to the Synod's clerk for such record 
and extracts of records^ as I deemed necessaH: 
for my purpose. Tliese, except in a few insta 
ces, were copies of royal grants to the Presb 
terians of Ulster, from the days of Charles 2 
to the present, with the instructions of gover 
ment for the distribution of the same. Th 
application gave rise to a short epistolary co 
• resporidence, with the rev. secretary, which 
shall not detail, as the following memoria 
presented to the Synod, in 1811, contains i 
substance. 
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THE MEMORIAL 

OF 

« - 

WILLIAM STEEL DICKSON D. D. 
HUMBLY SHEWETH^ 

That on, or about, the I6th. of November 
last^ your memorialist, having occasion for 
some extracts from the records of Synod, wrote 
to your clerk the rev. Thomais Cuming, request- 
ing <« that he would be pleased to have the same 
^adeout, by such person as he' might choose 
*^ employ, and that your memorialist xvouldpay 
^fic expense; or, should Mr. Cuming find it 
inconvenient to have this done, memorialist*^ 
^on :vvould do it, provided Mr. Cuming would 
^ so good as to entrust him with the'originals, 
^liich should be faithfully returned." 



k 



b this letter, memorialist received a verbal . 
wer, hy his son, " that Mr. Cuming knew he 
^^►ci some of the papers required, and some he 
w he had not; but that he would look over 
Synodical papers in his possession, and have 
inapy of those required, as he had, ready for 
*^i^in in a day or two," 

On the 29th, of November, memorialist's 

?^^^^ called again, and, as he reported tome, 

^» Cuming told him that, " on reconsic ering 

^ Miatter, he was of opinion that he could not 

- official copies of any of the Synod's records, 

without 



' I 
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without permission of that body, as he wjis but 
their servant, particularly towards a publication 
which, he understood, your memorialist had in 
contemplation." 

Memorialist, unwilling to charge Mr. Cuming 
with, what appeared to him, an inconsistency, 
on mere verbal authority, wrote to him, a . 
second time, stating ^^ said ^ inconsistency, and 
repeated his request that he might be indulged 
with the extracts &c. &c. as before mentioned/' 

This request Mr. Cuming refused, in writing, 
nearly for the same reasons as those specified 
above, with a denial that " he had either said, 
or intended to say, that memorialist should be 
favoured with copies of the papers^ required." 

In fine, the papers have hitherto been with- 
holden from memorialist, to his great disap- 
pointment^ and probable loss. Memorialist, 
therefore, entreats and hopes that this rev. Sy- 
nod will consider and declare, whether Mr. 
Cuming has acted with propriety in withholding 
the extracts required j as also, that they will 
be pleased to order such extracts to be furnished, 
or permitted to be made, for his use, he paying 
for the same, as originally proposed." 

This memorial being read, the refusal,. of 
the papers required, was defended 6n the 

ground 
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ground taken by Mr. Cuming: ^^ that> as a 
servant of the Synod, he could not give official 
copies of any of the Synod'a records, without 
permission of that body, particularly towards a 
publication which he understood to .be in con^ 
templation.'* This circumstance was particu- 
larly dwelt on, by the rev. James Horner, 
second pastor of the Scots church in. Mary's 
Abbey, Dublin— *a.. church so far as I know, 
never so. much as dreamed of, except by its self- 
supposed pastors. He not only defended but 
vrarmly praised, the propriety of Mr, Cuming's 
refusal of papers to a man who was publishing 
a book, ** for the purpose of reflecting on the 
government of the country, and exposing that 
body." And, whoever has heard his impressive 
eloquence, sounded his depth as a ^^ dungeon 
of sense, learning, and loyalty, or read his 2^71- 
cmmon displays of knowledge, as a philologist 
a^d orlhographer, will not be surprised by 
learning that Mr. Cuming's cor^duct was ap- 
proved of. It wa3 approved of in words, equally 
warm and strong, by the following resolution : 
" Resolved, that Mr. Cuming our clerk, acted 
with propriety, and strictly conformable to tiie 
nature of his office^ in refusing official copies of 
the papers required." Perhaps, however, some 
maybe surprised at what follows, in the very 
next lines : ** Resolved, that copies of the fol- 
l6wing' minutes of Synod' be given to Dr. Dick- • 
S0119 i>jMxiir clerk/' The minutes specified were 
• ^ y. . R r , given 
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sion and other disagreeable circumstances, t- 
M'hich it nfiight give rise. But, though he coi: 
ceded this point, conceiving that a regard to U 
character required him to support his veraciL 
he went immediately to Mr. Caulfield, a mag^ 
trate in town, and made affidavit of the truth 
his report to me s a copy of which. he had takej 
immediately, after his leaving Mr. Cuming 
This affidavit is in the very words of my memo- 
rial to the Synod. Of this disagreement, 
between my sonV repart, verified on oath, and 
Mr. Cuming's denial, I shall say nothing. I 
hope, however, I will be excused for asking » 
few plain questions. ** If Mr. Cuming did not 
mean to favor me with such of the papers 
required, as he hady^ why did he mention that, 
" some of them he knew he had^ and some he 
knew he had ht>t ; but that he would look over 
the Synodical papers in his possession, &c. && 
If allowing me such as he had, was not expres8e4^ 
or implied, in his words to my son, why was! 
future day mentioned for a second eall, respect 
ing them ? Without supposing such intenti 
at first, and a change of mind afterwards, w' 
can be the meaning of Mr- Cunning's woi 
*' on considering the matter, he was of opini 
that, as a servant, he could not give offici 
copies &c. without permission of the body 
Lastly, can any previous instance be proda 
of any clerk of Presbytery or Synod, refaa 

exi 
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• 

.extracts of the minutes in his keeping to any 
jHiember of either, who demanded them, on- 
.. paying for the trouble of mslking them out." 

The solution of these questions I leave,, as 
I have left many others, to those who may liave 
.^ patience to read this long, and^ to me, truly 
;,fainful narrative. Contrary to my expectation, 
the Sy nodical transactions of fast, year have 
obliged me to extend it beyond my original 
: intention. But, the importance of these, and 
■ ;' their connex'ron with the mass of grievances, of 
/ which I have presumed to complaiii, appear to 
; roe so evident, that I hope to be forgiven, Per- 
' haps, it may be thought a trivial fault, among 
* file many and great.oflfonces, with which I may 
, be charged. Be that as it mayi I trust I. have 
\ fully justified my original profession, of •* au- 
thenticating every circumstance of importance^ 
, respecting the rev. the Synod of Ulster, by 
extracts from its own records." The. opinion 
^ of the public I shall not;attem{>t to bias. And 
. I hope, I shall be believed, when I most solemnly 
declare that the real honor and interest of the 
Presbyterian body are objects hear and dear to 
my heart as life itself; tkat of their religious 
rights and liberties no man is more zealous ; and 
that it shall be the study and endeavour of my 
remaining life to promote the extension of the 
invaluable blessings to all our brethren, without 
difference, and without cxceptiQU. 

I shall 



--H > 
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. I shall now takef the liberty, briefly to recite, 
the inconveniences, losses, privations, and 
pains, to which I and my family, were seve- 
rally exposed, during my long confmement and 
exile, and what, on the part of a dominant fac- 
tion in the Synod of tJlster, I and many others, 
have presnmed to call a protracted political per- 
secution, by inquisitors, accusers, judges, and 
executioners, purely ecclesiastical^ ever since. 
What must havfe Tjfeeri our feelings,-— what our 
various mental distresses— -in the variety and 
long succession of these, may be conceived, but ^ 
cannot be described. However, a man of com- 
mon sensibility, in the relation of a husband, andk 
father of a'family dependent oh his exertions for 
everything valuable, by making the case his 
6wn, may form a tolerably correct judgment of 
them. 

By my arrest, I was not only removed from 
theqare of my own faimily's education, butde- 
prived^of, at least j6100 per annum arising from 
the education of 3^ oung gentlemen, some boar- 
derti, and some day-scholars — with which I wto 
entrusted. From June 1799 the royal bounty, 
varying from £30 to £3Si per annum was with- 
holden from me and my family, in consequence 
of a question proposed to the Synod, by the 
fev. Dr. Black. And, by the dissolution of my 
connexion with the congregation of Portaferryt 
I was finally deprived of that bounty, and a sti- 
pend 
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»f jSlOO per annum. To these^ I may safely 
700, for my own add family's expence% 
; my confinenient of three years and seve9$ 
Of these diflerent incomes^ there catt- 
le doubt of my continuance in the receipty 
Iso of an additional j670 per annum fi^om 
; 1803, had I been left at liberty, or even 
*d to liberty, previous to November 1799. 
ipg nothing on these expenses, as greater 
have been incurred, had I been at liberty, 
ion them only, from the situation to which 
educed my family, while I was cut off 
he possibility of providing for them. My 
nt therefore, with prison and persecution, 
tand them : 

Dr. 

•I yean privation of academy cttlj, ^ 
':>0 per ann. ending Feb. 1st. 1812, J*^^'^ " ^ 
^ears privation of R.D* commencing^ ) «3 a ft 
X 1799 at j£31 per ann. | «^ ^ " 

years do. ending Spring 1802 o^ £ 925 0' 
Mperann. ) 

f years stipend at jBIOO per ann. ^ 
mencing^ Nov. 1799, arid endings > 122S ^ 
.1802, ) 



Mdrti 



7n j£9618 6 

on^pensation, 0000.0 

ould not, however, have it thought that 
J been totally without resources for myself 
Lmily during the whole of these thirteen 
and nine ihonths, at an advanced period' 
life of which I am not ashamed. No f 
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thank God, his providence supplied means, not 
only of support, but of hqmble competence, 
and, in addition to these, notwithstanding the 
zeabus efforts of tlie rev. Dr. Blacky and of his 
lady's brother-in-law, the rev. Thomas Cuming 
to prevent the settlement o( o, rebel adjutant ge?ie^ 
ral as a member of Synod, I have earned jgiSO, 
in the abandoned and reprobated congregation of 
Keady, during tlie last nine years. Of these things 
I do not boast, but^br them I am truly thankful. 
Hitherto they have been sufficient to supp(»rt 
me and my family in decency and comfort, Iind, 
I trust,, they will continue to be so. 

I feel myself bound to decfare,> before I con- 
clade, that I do not blame government for my 
arrest. The confusion of the times m.iy palliate, 
btit not justify it. But I blame them for the 
prolongation of my confinement, without /;/«/, 
or feven official charge of crime. I do not blame 
government directly for the privations and pains, 
which /I endured, during my confinement ia 
Ireland, both by land and sea, as no official 
document was ever produced to shew that they 
knew any tiling about them j but I blame them 
for committing the liberties and.iives.of fellow 
subjects, as respectable in character, and^ at 
least, as useful to the state, as mpst of them 
could pretend to be, to the disposal oif wretches, 
equaJly strangers to the t>rincipies pf gpve/n- 
nient, thq rights of inen, and the feelmgs of 

. * • ■ • 

s : ' humauitv. 
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humanity. And in the prolongation of my 
confinement^ I do not blame them for my expor^ 
tationr Nay, I mo^ cordially thank them, as, 
thereby, they not only rescued me from fhe 
ignorance and insolence, which I severely feh, 
but placed me under the protection of a man, 
whose conduct stripped imprisonment and exile, 
of half their horrors. 

But should it be asked, '^ why my imprison- 
ment and exile were prolonged, after Hughes 
had been given up y M'Ginn, by compact^ 
exempted from appearance to prosecute j and 
no other information even hinted ait ?" This 
question I can answer, only as an Irishman, by - 
asking another: " is it not possible that the 
assertions and actions of Synod, in respect to m^ 
might have had some influence in this case ? 
Could the Synod believe that the solemn decla- 
ration of their political purity, as a body and 
the reality of their shame, sohyWy and iiidigna" 
Hon, excited by the delinquency of a few deluded 
and unworthy brethren, could be credited, either 
by the king or his government ; and, at the 
same time, their unqualified charge against me, 
of being '* implicated in treasonable and sedi- 
tious practices," supported, as it was, by a 
suspension of his majesty's bounties &c. &c. 
should obtain NO credit. The charge was awful. 
If the charge was proved, the " wages of the' 
sin was death." The Synod's declaration of 

S s their 
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t^ir own Un^aUyy and their bpother's ^«i^, was 
in fact, one declaration. On the same autbo 
rity the belief, or disbeHef, of both must depem 
Can we then suppose that the Synod of Ulste^sr, 
ministers of the gospel of love and peace, ai^ <t 
preachers of justice, mercy, and truths wou^d 
publish a charge, which, if proved, consign^^d 
a brother to \he lamp-iron^ and his head to a 
tpikcy without kmwledge of its truths or eviden c^e 
complete, unequivocal, and irrefragable in th^ir 
power to support it? Certainly not! govem- 
inent must have seen and felt this ; and, depet&d-* 
ing,on their veracity paid a partial respect to 
their gratuitous charge ; by prolonging my con- 
finement ; though unwilling to depart from t\xsd 
delicacy, extended to Messrs. Newell, Bird, 
and M'Gihn, they did not call on Messrs. Blaolc, 
Cuming and co. to support their information on 
oath, lest they should incur the unmerited oblo- 
quy of bringing i^ brother to the rope and it*^ 
hatchet. This I shall not assert to have been tlie 
fj^ct ; but, I am sure, suspicions, less found^^f 
have frequently been entertained ; and, for an J 
thing which has yet appeared, that of my havirB£ 
been a rebel general may be classed in the nunr^" 
ber. Be that as it may, let it be remembered* 
that I have neither acknowledged, nor deni^^ 
the charge; and, I am fully convinced thi 
there is not a man on earth capable of pravisj 
either its truth, or its falsehood, by any evidenct 
entitled to credit in any court on earth* If sui 

am] 
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[ exists^ I hope he will feel himself called 
by a sense of justice to the government of 
to the rev. Dr. Black and co. atid to me^ 

ne forward and ascertain the fact; 

he preceding narrative I have endejEivoured 
to present to public view the proposed 
:. That I have faithfully copied the docu- 
on which it rests for credit need not be 
ed^ as I have all the originals ready for, 
:tion. If, in any instance I have verified 
rediction of thie sagacious and learned 
L, of the Scots church, Mary's Abbey, 
n, by " reflecting on the government of 
3uritry, or ^Jrpcj^iw^ the rev. the Synod of 
•/' unjustly^ I am sorry forjt, as it never 
ly intention; However, I have reflected 
^ government for committing me, and tny 
-prisoners, to zcrctches over whom they 
ised no control, tli^t x&eever learned^ by 
nt, or written instructions of s»ty kind; 
irer called to account for their treatment 
—wretches, to whom, or most of whom, 
nsidered ourselves vastly superior in rank, 
iracter, in every thing truly respectable— . 
ps, even in LOYALTY, properly so called, 
the rev. the general Synod of Ulster, if I 
exposed theniy it is only by giving^their own 
tes a widej: range, and more genei^ read- 
than otherwise they would have had. If 
therefore, expoise them to shame or re- 

S s S proach. 
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OCCURRENCES 

IN AND FROM 

ARMAGH 

on the 9th, of September, 1811, 



I 



OWEVER simple the subject of the.followr 
; pages originally was, yet, by an interference, 
which I shall leave my readers to account, 
has become so complicated as to require a 
tail of some length, that it may be seen in all 
bearings. With this detail I shall not swell, 
rather load, the present volume. It will be 
ittle volume, in itself, and is nearly ready for 
5 press. A few circumstances, however, I 
5m it necessary to mention here, in order to 
^dicate a character which I have ujiiformly 
ieavoured to preserve pUre. The recital of 
^se to many may seem tedious, but, I hop^ 
>re will bear with it, as necessary, when thejr 
isider the charge made againi$t me of forging 
lander sufficient to consign my name to ihfa- 
'^ in order to screen, . at least, an indiscretion 
which, if guilty, I should ever be ashamed. 

Xhis charge was " that I was beastly drunk* 
L from my horse, and, in order to account for . 
i bruises I had received, forged the story that . 
bad been waylaid, and beaten by orangemau 

This 
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This charge was never maid, or even hinted a^ 
so far as 1 have ever heard, before the appea' 
ance of the evening Herald of September l6t 
Irritated by the circumstances, published ip 
that paper as doubting the fact, of my havivi^ 
been waylaid, assaulted, and grossly abused^ 
oh my way from Armagh on the 9th. — a faet, 
which Ibave uniformly asserted, and most so- 
lemnly do assert; but that it was perpetrated 
by Orangemen, I ,never asserted, whatever X 
might suspect, as the persons were to me totalljF 
unknown. Fertile very same reason, I could 
not contradict the paragraph in the Herald, \>y 
publicly acquitting orangemen of the charge* 
However, my refusal to do this, gave rise t^ 
great offence, offence to clamor, clamor to cocp^" 
sultations, and consultations to the resolution c^l 
refuting my catumnies^ and retorting my xni/^^ 
nesSy with a vengeance, worse than exile tA> 
>* Connaught," and, to a mind in which ^ 
sense of Truth, virtue, and honor had not b^" 
come callous, equal to " Hell.** 

On what groundis this, charge was made ^ 
c)annot c6nceive, as the shadow of evidence h^^ 
not yet been brought, though the body has beeJ^ 
hunted for, with an ardor ipore than commol'* 
in order to support it. To account for this fail* 
urc, I feel it necessary to detail the circumstance 

ot 
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/ 

e 9th. September with a minuteness^ which, 
ther circumstances^ would be truly ridicu- 



hout noon, on that day, I disniounted at 
:hief inn, in Armagh. Immediately, four 
ve gentlemen ca,me forward, only one of 
tn I had ever seen before. Being introduced 
lim to the others, they expressed pleasure 
eingme in town, and requested that I would 
V them to conduct me to their committee;, 

sitting. This I declined, as indelicate, 

being probably engaged in particular busi-? 

One of the gentlemen, Mr. Patrick Cal- 

an, whom I had never knowingly seen 

re, then said : ** I hope we shall have the 

jure of seeing you at our meeting^, and of 

company at dinner.'* I told him, my in- 
on was to attend the meeting, and that I 
Id accent his invitation with pleasure. I 

asked their hour of meeting. One of the 
lemen answered " that he did not know^ 
hat he would call on me, before they naet, 
ly place which I would nanie. I mentioned 
lOuse oif a lady, to which I repaired imme- 
rly ; but had scarcely taken a seat, when 
of the gentlemen, whom I had left, entered 

a message from the committee requesting, 
o call on them, I went immediately, and 
inued with them till they set out for the 
el, whither I accompanied then), and where 

I staid 
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I staid till the meeting was over. From the 
chapel I proceeded directly^ with some other 
gentlemen, to Mr. Callaghan's, where dinner 
was served almost immediately. It was therfc 
after three o^clock \ and about five^ or a few 
minutes after it, two of the gentlemen being 
obliged to set off for Newry, we parted. I wenC 
directly to call on Mr. Davidson, then a vale- 
tudinarian, with whom I staid about txmntif 
minutes, or, at most, half an hour. From him 
I went to Mr. Samuel Dickson's, with whom I 
found three gentlemen, Mr. Alexander M'Kins^ 
try, a most intimate friend ; Lee M^KinStrjT 
Esq. a slight acquaintance ; and Richard 
M*Connel Esq. to me an entire stranger. Afte^ 
spending about an hour and half with them, tlm 
approach of evening induced me to take m, 
leave ; and my friend, Mr. M*Kinstry was ^ 
polite as to accompany me to the ind. Tlm^ * 
distance may be about 300 yards, along tl^^ 
most public street in Armagh. It was cl 
day-light. The shops were all open, and peopB 
in many doors. We passed numbers standiifc 
in the street, and met many walking. Ween.-' 
tered the inn yard together. On catling for roj^ 
mare, the hostler told me that he had forgotten 
to bring my saddle, which I had ordered him, 
in tb)5 morning, to get repaired ; but that, if / 
would step into the house, for a few minntes, 
he would have it for me. Instead of this I 

ordered him to take my mare t» the sadlers, as 

it 
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r 



it was not out of my way, and I woulcT^mount 
there. He did so. Mr. M'Kinstry and I walk- 
ed thither, and stood at the door^ till the saddle 
was brought out. The sadler, his workmen, 
and some others were in the shop, more about 
the door, and a considerable number in the street. 
In presence of^all these I mounted, and rode off 
nearly 200 yards, along a publid' Areet, with all 
doors open, and many people walking backward 
and forward, which brought 'me opposite Mr. 
Callaghan's, where I- had dined. He, being 
'nformed that I had ridden past, came after me, 
*^^Sged me to stop for an hour, as it was so early 
^^ the evening, and some gentlemen were then 
^^^h him, in hope of my calling, according to 
P^'^niise. On my refusal, and pleading my state 
^' healtli, he begged that I would stop one mi- 
^^te^ as one of the gentlemen, gone to Newry, 
^^ left a note for me, with an injunction to 
;'^^ it to me, as early as possible next morning, 
^ did not call on that evening. There was a 
"^^ Wd of people in his shop, and before his door, 
^^nningly loading or unloading cars. On his 
^^Urn with the note, he told me that its object 
^^^ to press a compliance with the request so 
^^rnestly made to me it and after dinner. On 
Answering, that I could not promise, and put- 
ting the note carelessly into my out side pocket, 
I rode on. He however, unsatisfied and anxious, 
walked on with me, at least a quarter of a mile, 
.prcss^g and praying my compliance with the 

T t request 
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request alluded to. Our parting may have beca 
about eight o'clock ; perhaps a quarter of an 
hour sooner or later. As I had no watch, I 
cannot pretend to be correct as to miautes. 

Here I shall pause.'^.Here I entreat my. rent- 
ers to pause dho, and to review the friv^^lp^S 
detail which i have beeo compelled to give of 
the trifling occurrence& of the eight hours wi^ioh 
I passed in Arns^agb, on the 9th. of September 
►--occurrence^ so trifling, that even the lewd^ 
Bess of prostitute loyalty would not have tempted 
me to mention them, had they been uncombiQed 
with malignant foUy, aud vilen^ss more than 
vile. This combination rendered the notice of 
them, in my opinion^ absolutely necessary ; ao^ 
I feel happy in the fact that I am able to fill up 
every part of that eight hours, in a manner truly 
uncommon^ by shewing that I did not pass, nor 
could pass J five minutes of that tim^in any other 
house, or any other company^ than those which 
I have specified ; and^ consequently^ that they» 
or some of them, could bear testimony to eveiy 
word, act, or appearance of mine> while in At)* 
magh, on that day. The gentlemen, whoia ^ 
have mentioned, are w:e]l known, and of 9fl* 
knowledged respectability, and, wh^a^ver; mjf 
character shall pro Ve unequal to support itsdfy 
Ijihall call upon them to bolster it: but^ t^l 
then, I shall never insult themi or myselfj 1^ 
such call. Those, who dhoose, I wish to ifi s^# 
as they will certainly tell the truth. ' 
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Thas far evidence is aitainable,>ii^wti8 attain- 
blefrbm thfe beginning,* — -^butnevtr looked fan 
ks to what passed, frota rtiy parting with Mr. 
Sallaghan until my arrival at frty oWn house, no 
^etfence can be, or has pretended to be, adduced. 
1^0 person has presumed to )saj that he saw me 
rftifig or fallen frbm toy hdrse^ lying in ^ ditch, 
r staggering along the king's high^^y^ duHnjg^ 
bat night> or the succeeding mot*hitig. Hence 
^ Account of that short period must depend 
B my own credit, whatever that credit may be. 

On leaving Mr. Callaghan I rode at a walk 
fily. Near the separation of two public roads 
passed a few men, about a mile from Armagh, 
bout a quarter of a mile farther, I felt a neces- 
t^ to dismount. Uncertain, whether the peo- 
e, whom I had passed, might take what is 
Jled the lower road, or that on which I was, I 
rbed into a by-road opposite to the corner of 
bat is called " Oats's Orchard.*' While there, 
riing the evening become cold, I took a large 
^ckclotb from my pocket, and wrapped it round 
y neck, before I remounted. This done, I 
^e on, at my usual rate, for about a mile and 
tlf, when, feeling occasion for a pocket hand- 
'rchief, on putting my hand into my. pocket, 
ound none there, I searched my other pocket, 
rt in vain. The thought immediately occurred 
^t I must have pulled it out with the large 
^kcloth> before mentioned, and probably the 

T t 2 note 



324 REV, DR. DICKSON'S _ 

note with it, which I had put into the ssl-mub 
pocket. On search, I found that both were 
gone. This determined me to vide back, as/ 
did not like that the note, which I had not read, 
should fall into unknown hands. I did so, and 
found both, as I had suspected. HQ?iDg 
mounted again I proceeded hoinewards unmo- 
lested, till I came to the bottom of a little hill, 
at an angle of the road, near the bouse of a 
Mr. Simpson, distinguished by the appellation 
of " squire." On turning the corner, 1 per- 
ceived three men coming out of a by-road, 
nearly opposite to his avenue. One of them 
fell behind, and the other two went on, one on 
each side of the car track, along which I rode; 
A few perches brought me up with them, when 
the .one on my right side seizing my bridle, 
cried ; " Now.** In an instant, the other seiz- 
ing my left arm, brought me to the ground. 
On my attempting to get up from my knees, 
I received a blow on the back of my neck» 
which laid me flat, and completely stunned i 
me. As it was directly across the upper joint, 
it might have rendered a second unnecessary, 
bad it not been for the large neckcloth, which 
I had fortunately put around my neck. After 
this, the first thing of which I was sensible was 
a>^severe blow between my loins, about four 
inches from the lower extremity of the back 
bone. This was repeated three or four times 
hot as ino^he hurry of passion, but deliberately 

durin 
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during which time the two men spoke t6 each 
other repeatedly, but did not address a word 
directly to me. The only additional blow 
which I received was across my right arm, im- 
mediately above the elbow, which rendered it 
T\early useless for a' considerable time, and the 
effects of which, I have reason to fear, will be 
lasting as life. I do not know that the third* 
man took any active part in this scene; or that 
he who seized my bridle, went beyond encou- 
raging his friend. The last words which I 
heard, seemed to be uttered by a voice some 
yards distant; "Come awaj'-, boys.— D—— in 
Lis soul ! you have given him plenty." 

From the time of my Igaving Armagh, (say 
eight o'clock) and the circumstances mention^ 
ed, this scene may have commenced about half- 
after ni7ie, or, perhaps, near ie7i o'clock. How 
long it continued I cannot presume to say, as 
the first blow rendered me nearly insensible for 
some time. After I was left alone I endea- 
voured to get up, but found it impossible to 
accomplish it. As the road was dry and the 
gripe free from water, I crawled forward, on 
vny hands and knees, till I reached a place so 
shallow as to admit my approach to the hedge, 
by the help of which I got on my feet with great 
difficulty and equal pain. With no less diffi- 
' culty and pain did I make my way out of the 
gripe, though not more than six or eight 
inches deep, with a slope as easy as can be con* 

ceived. 
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ceiv>ed. Having got on fht roftd, And ivishiii{ 
if possible, to conceal this vilt tmninehs^ 1 r^^ 
•olved to attempt getting home without alanm^i^ 
ing any human being, and concealing thtg i^da^C;. 
terfor erer. In this wish I was disappointed 
by the increase of my pain on Tuesday t>igbi^^ 
which induced Mrs. Dickson ^o send to Armaf^r-li 
for Dr. Simpson^ on Wednesday morning, 
came, and brought with him Surgeoti Vagi 
They examined my neck and back, both b^ 
si^ht and touch s and, by Dr. Simpson's order, 
!&Ir. Vagan took btood from my arm ; and on 
his return sent me medicines, a pitch plaister^ 
&c. &c. I told them the abuse I had received^ 
so far as seemed necessary to enable the doctor, 
from the knowledge of the causfe of my suffer- 
ings, to remove or alleviate my pain. What 
opinion the doctor formed or entertains of that 
causCy from pure delicacy to him 1 have never 
inquired. 

From that day, the report of my situation, 
and the cause> was speedily spread abroad. 
Many friends cilied daily, and many inquiries 
were made. To all, without hesitation, I told 
the tilne, place, and ^manner in which I had 
beei^ attacked; , but without any detail of the 
circumstances which took place, from the time 
I left Armagh till that of my being assaulted. 
With respect to the assailants^ I uniformly de« 
' elared, as I now most solemnly do, '^ that they 
were to me totally miknown." This did not 

satisfy 
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»tisfy some inquisitive minds, who> from the 
unhappy prevalence of party in ^ country^ 
*^eined anxious to kiiaw, of what party I be^ 
^^t>edy or supposed, them to be. All such inqni* - 
'^es I checked by observing that knowledge alone 
^ould justify a charge against any party; and 
^^-liing, " How can I know, to what party they 
^^long, when I do not know the person of any 
^Ue of them?" 

For a few days nothing farther occurred^ ex- 
^^pt expressions of sorrow and regret, from some 
^^Btholic gentlemen, for the treatment I hadjne* 
^^^ived, and liberal offers of subscription from, 
^^m might give the appearance of party to the 
business, and inflame that spirit which every 

^eal friend to his country must wish extinguished 

^r ever. 

In the week following, a paragraph appeared 
in the Dublin Herald announcing my being a©-. 
isaulted, but incorriect in the circumstances, and 
critainally rUsh in its conclusions. This para^ 
graph, however, was, with equal ra^^^ry attri- 
buted tome, though the incorrectness -of circunflK 
stance was so glarings and open to exposure, 
that nothing short of madness could have tempt- 
ed me to be guilty of it. However, tlie charge 
against orangemen, which it contained, irritated 
the orang^e spirit. If Im^y believe report, meet- 
ings w;ere holden far and wide, and reprisals on 
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me unanimously agreed on. Reports, I know, 
deserve little credit, especially among people, 
enslaved by prejudice, misled by interested par- 
tisans> or inflamed by passion. Hence, I treated 
these with the contempt which, in my mind, 
they deserved. However, that they were not 
altogether groundless, a few days convinced raej 
and that conviction, even yety receives lottkl^ 
strength. 

Towards the end of September, I was called 
on by a friend, who told me *' that he had been 
applied to, informed of the offence which I had 
given, what was agreed on by different bodies, 
and that, if I did not pxihlickly contradict the 
charge in the Herald, it would be contradicted 
from another quarter, and things PROVED xx^xkl^ 
/ wcnild iiot like. 

A few days afterwards, the same informat]o "■ 
and threat were communicated to me by tw 
other friends, on the authority of a conversatio 
among several gentlemen in the county of Mc^ 
nag/tan, one of whom, I pftsume, would cor^ 
,sider a denial of his orangism equivalent to 
charge of insanity, sedition, or united-Irishisnc:^ 



To the warm expostulations and friendly 
vice, of these, and several others, I gavie the sa 
answer— that the contradiction required mu^ 
mean, " an acknowledgment that I had nc^^ 
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en assaulted," and a declaration that orangt" 
n were hot the dssailants," neither of which' I 
uld possibly make : as the former would be 
acknowledgn^bt of a gross falsehood ; and 
5 latter could not be called by a milder namcy 
it was impossible to declare, whether persons, 
\iym IknetviiQtj urere, or were not, orangemenJ* 
> tlie latter I added, ^* their threfat of exposure 
tplies that they have something against me in 
eir power— ^to that e^tposufe I bid defiance/' 

During a great part of Oetober, and the first 
?ek of November, I heard little of the business, 
ncluded that it was getting to rest, and resolved 
sit quietly under th^ impeachments of my pri- 
te character, trusting to the knowledge of my 
5t conduct for near half a century, and my 
ure behaviour, for its full arid fair vindication. 
is I thought wiser, and more consistent with 
character as a minister of a gospel of patience 
I peace, than, by querulous self-defence, or 
5ry invective, to revive and inflame jealousies, 
=MTeIs, at^d outrages,, which, not without 
picion of connivance by some would-be great 
^ple, had long distracted and disgraced the 
anty. 

From this pleasing dream— for dream it must 
ve been-^I was roused on the eighth of No- 
liber. On the inorning of that day, I was 
led upon by a T- — -;s J-^ — — n Esq, alias 

U U captain 
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daptain J— -— ni who, att he 3ai<i» had "Mme 
out to hunt, but hares were so d—- d scarce, he 
had met with no sport* I pressed him to idigh^ 
but he could not. He had just called te know 
bow I was—- d— d the scoundrels who had abused 
xne*-i«ofrered to subscribe five guineas for tbsir 
detection &c. &c. Feeliug cold^ confined as I 
had been to the house^ I begged him again to 
alight. He could not, as there was a gentleiBtf 
coming up the road> with whom he was.to |)nh 
ceed in the chace. On this, he raised himsdf 
on his saddle, as if Iboking for his h^tend. Hii 
friend immediately appeared, not posting after 
him, but popping out from behind a hedge, oot^ 
forty yards distant. On his coming up Mn 
X ■ -n introduced him to me, informing; th^, it 
the same time^ that he was a magistrate of the 
county. This was very necessary, as I had lli^ 
Ter heard of Mr. Langley's naihe or magistracy 
before. Mr. Langley was so good as to e^prei 
sorrow for the treatment I had received, rie'peated 
Mr. J«..«^n's information, that he was a. naagii* 
trate, kindly offered to take my examination^ 
or even write a ay exaihinatiohs which I would 
dictate, and proposed to subscribe liberally for 
the discovery of my assailants. All this I de- 
clined for a variety of reasons which I detailed to 
him with a fullness and candor which, 1 though!^ 
might h&ve satisfied any reasonable man. Such 
was not the case. He changed his counteoaace^ 
and afecting the dignity of the magistrate, told 

me 



KAJUIATIVB. 9S1 

bftt a paUicatton hi a blackguard newspaper 
ributod Jao me) conveyed a refleet^on on the 
Dty, and a grosalibel on its magistiates, att4 
; tliof were determined to support their honor, 
tl^is something like a threat was added, if I 
lid not lodge ekminattons. 

{fMtecu^oiQfd to threats, »mI dismasted with 
kLangley's: manAer« I told him Ihat I wotM 
iDQufole. Aim with: any pxaminationi; hntthaA 
^}^ publish the nrkole bossiiieM, anid aftey« 
)d«) if necesfi«ry, verify an oath etferji^ wwd 
ifmid write. On this^^liiegenitlemenTorde off, 
piogl^y dissatisfied ; andl baviiig faiJed: in 
Riing down the real obj/ect of their chaee, set 
( w quest of fresh gi«me. 

That I wafi really the ol^tl^ct of this day's cbace 
fas fully convinced,, in, the evenings by cer^ 
a information,^ that it bad been pjibtiiokly 
dvm and talked of in ^j^rmagb during the week 
that it proceeded frqpi ;io fritendly intention, 
rards mc'— and thsfi^ the gentlemen^ or one of 
mi> had striqtly e:ji;a mined a poor laborer of 
f ne^t neighbour about tli$ bume^ on which 
^ honored me with a visit, on their wsiy ^^ 
f house. 

Oii this information^ I instantly determined 
write to Mr. J— -^n, as I knew nothing about 
V* Langley, lest any words of mine, in my 

U u S interview 



\ 



58^: ' REV. DR. DICKSON'S 

interview with theim 'should be misunderstood, 
and consequently niisrepresented^'Orld in this 
determination wcotei as follows -, '•'>'. 

, . • ■ . . . . ; . : . 

; . . • . . ^ • ■■...;: r .. I 

lam exceedingly g1ad:that you' 4id mc the* 
honor of calling on me to day though your call 
has imposed on me: a {)ainful iask;^' However I 
may haver felt atithe tiriie, when I'vutned over- 
ia m}' mind: the latter part of the conviersatioo, 
y/viJth thei' pretext tender- tbkichy ^nd ihe, manntr 
in w/ucky'r Mr. Latigley was-ind need to' favor aJe 
with a'cail^— or rather,- fti/ seeming accident^ came- 
in my way-r-I shall not preteiid to sa?)^ what my 
feelings were, as I have a peculiar fear on my 
mind of taking offence xashly, and a much great-' 
er of giving it. You will, no doubt, recollect 
the reasons I gave for suppressing all public no- 
tice of what, I ASSERT, took place on the night 
of tht? 9th. of September last. For the^el reasous,. 
I resifeted^every appKcfation of ni'y friends to have 
the affair published, 'with offers 6r reward &c 
These reasons-would have induced me to have 
suppressed such publication for ever, regardlest 
of every reflection on my character^ to which I 
might be exposed, by the ignorant or prejudiced. 
This day has convinced me that I was wrong; 
and, in. that conviction, you may rest assured 
that I will publish every circumstance, in which 
any person living could have any concern with 
my conduct or situation, during the day or ni^^lit 

ol 
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tf regard bj Mr. Langtey, iW)rh3W for vild fe- 
^rts, necessity of silencing tlieiti, oflTers of sub- 
'scribing liberally &c. and Adtmandof examina* 
tions. These I declined, and froiti what I have. 
Ifoeady written, and the letter of which I have 
given a copy, it will not be supposed that I as^ 
^gned any reason for my so doing. On nfiy 
^tice, the Evening Herald w&s again intro- 
duced, as on Friday, loaded with opprobrious 
'epithets, and charged with a most atrocious libel 
iftgainst the county of Aritiagh and its magis* 
tratids. By and bye, it came out, that this atrd- 
eiotts libel was " the advertisement of my narra- 
tive, with the resolutions &c. &c. subjoined.*' 
These I mention together, as he read the whole, 
vrith an emphasis, fully 3,s strong as well placed. 
The words and phrases, " intolerance, religious 
liberty, happy and united, indisputable rights," 
^d some others, struck my ear with peculiar 
ibrice : and when he came to the words, *' we 
vhalltake &c. &c. ^l one guinea each,*' he paused 
4hd turning to rhe, obllgiJigly said, " 1 wish, 
Aictor, you may make ^50,000 by your book.*' 
"This emitted, holding one paper in his band, he 
pulled out a bundle from his pocket, the size of 
which would not have disgraced the ba^ of a 
j^tiy attorney, exclaimihg : " this is not the 
only i)aper-*-thene are a few that I have picked 
lip, iu which the scandalous libel has been re- 
peitted again and agaih. I shotild^ hot have 
X|ind4dit^ hatd I not met it at C/i^/ZifTzAa^/r, copied 

into 
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into an EngUshpdiper &c. &c.'* ' Then, aftcpa 
warm eiilogium on the niagistracy (whose virtues 
I had never impeached) suppprt^d by A case, ia 
which he, and his friend Jemtny DawspUy ^.he 
was pleased to stile hin>, convicted • AN orange- 
man, he reverted to the Herald, and its corres- 
pondents in terms equally scyrrilous, some oi 
which seemed levejled at me. I felt hurt, turned- 
to Mr. Irwin, and said. *^ the advertisement is 
mine — I had it published in both the Belfast 
papers, for several months , before it appeared in 
the Herald — of what follows I know no more 
than you do ; nor have I any thing to say, only 
•that I feel highly gratified by a patronage so 
honorable, and shall endeavour to deserve it, ^ 
long as I live." 

Here Mr. Langley interfered, in a tone and 
manner, of which, from my confined knowledge' 
oi gentlemen y I could not conceive a gentlemd^^ 
capable." Are not you, sir, the author of the | 
original libel ? If ypu did not communicate it 
Tipw could it have been published by these inceB* 
diaries, as no witness was present." Addressing 
myself again to Mr. Irwin, I gave him the same 
account which I have already written. Being 
somewhat irritated, with what I deemed vulgat 
i7isolencey I arpse to leave the room, Mr. Irvri»» 
with his usual good nature, begged I might not 
go away. I did not. Mr. Langley, in tone much 
softened, assored me that he had no intention of 

giving 
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ving offence, repeated his expressions of res- 
ect, and offered once more to take my exami- 
ktions, and even write them for me. For this 
ndescension I expressed my gratitude, adding 
at " I could write for myself." 

Oq this, he seemed superlatively good, and 
ndly told me t^at, " if I would write examina- 
>ns, he would call on the day following, or any 
her day that I would mention.*' I begged that 
s might not give himself any such trouble, 
he whole matter I would publish, as I had 
•omised, I would publish— he might then act 
( he chose. He then asked^ '^ shall I. say that 
Ml refused to swear to any examinations ?'* 
.No, sir,'* said I, " I never said or intended to 
^7) Any such thing. I shall swear to what I 
ave asserted, but, from circumstances ^ 1 shall 
boose my own time. 

I arose again to depart, and as I was walking 
the door, Mr. Langley muttered something 
K>nt the character of the magistrates of the 
^nty, and the. necessity of supporting their 
{nity ; adding that he would summon the 
ighbourhood, and, as. I thought, me also, to 
pear before them. Having heard his words 
iistinctly, I turned and asked him if he 
&«nl to. summon me. . No, said he, but I will 
Qimon the people in the neighbourhood, and 
^<L you a copy of the summoQS. I will be 

X X mucb 
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much obliged to you, replied I, as it is likeljr I 
shall attend you on the occasion : and so walLed 
off. 

Having received no answer from Mr. J— — n 
to the simple question in my letter by Mr. Laog- 
ley, for three days, on Thursday naorning I 
wrote him the fgllowing note> aud sent it by our 
by post. 

"Sir, 
I beg you may be so good as let me have aA 
answer, per bearer, to the question contained in 
the postscript of my letter to you by Mr. Lang- 
ley, rd be glad to know likewise when Mr. 
L«angley will commence his solemn inquest in this 
neighbourhood, which, I hope will be very strict 
and very extensive. I am sorry that your exa- 
minations of poor men in your way hither, on 
Friday, turned out so unsatisfactory. 

I api. 

Sir, 
your much obliged 

KOAN. 

William Stejsl Dickson. 

JfpvemberlUk 1811. 

T-^— s J-r-r-N Esq. 

Arwaob.'' 



On the evening of the 1 7th. I received, throagki 
the Armagh post-office, the following note ; bill 
as will appear> without even an allusion to my 
question. 
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" Sir, 

Armagh 1 4/A, Naoembcr, 1811. 

I arh a loyal man itnd wish well to the constii- 
ition in general, therefore you must excuse 
ly interference on my part in your concerns, 
articularly as not belonging to this county, I 
o not feel myself called upon in this hu^hiess— *i 
icre are s6me insinuations in your letter which 

do not understand, but that perhaps may be 

ccasioned by my not being as expert al the peii 

8 yourself. 

I am. 

Sir, 

your most obedient humble servant, 

T— s J N; 

P. S. The suspicions levelled at me in your 

Uters his prevented that friendly interference 

hich I at first intended you. 

T. J." 

On the same 17th. I wais favored with the fol- 
>wing note from Mr. Langley : 

" Mr. Langley informs Mr. Dixon that there 
^ill be an examination of witnesses on Monday 
ext 12 o'clock at the session house relative to 
n assault alleged to have been committed on 
le 9th. September last on Mr. Dixon. 

Mr. Dixon may call it an inquest or what he 
leases, but Mr. Langley is above noticing the 
isinuations contained in Mr. Dixon's letters to 
yf r. J— — n farther than by saying tliey are un* 
bunded infacL 

A^'magh Saturday mojming.'* 

XX 2 >lLt» 
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Mr. J— — n*s note I shall leave to be criticise^^l 
by my readers, on comparing it with my letters. 
With respect to that of Mr. Langley, I shatH 
onjy say, that I cannot conceive what the insi- 
nuations are which he considered himself abot^ 
noticing, yet provakingly pronounces unfounded 
in fact. Does Mr. Langley mean to assert that 
my letters contain lies, or even a single lie / 
His answer to this will ascertain the notice to 
which his note may be entitled. 

About noon on the 8th. I arrived in Armagh, 
where I learned that a number of witnesses from 
the country, and several in town, had been sum- 
moned. On reaching the session house I found 
a multitude of people assembled without and 
within. Before one o'clock, it was so crowded 
that I could scarcely get a seat, but no magis- 
trate appeared. The people became impatient, 
and several gentlemen told me that my longer 
stay would be vain as, they were confident, no 
examination would take place. Ldetermioed to 
wpt the issue, not knowing vyhat construction 
might be put on my absence. About'twp o*clock 
I was called upon arid requested to walk into a 
room where some gentlemen wished to see me. 
On entering, I found these gentlemen to be four 
magistrates and the Mr. Irwin already mention- 
ed. After some loose conversation, one of the 
gentlemen said that they did not mean to have 
any public examination, as it might be attended 

with 
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Vfith confusion and disturbance. Indeed, I. be* 
■ lieve, a stronger word than either was used. I 
. said, the people expected a public examination^ 
.and from reports which had been industriously cir- 
culated, I conceived it due to me, and most 
earnestly wished for it. Mr. Langley modestly 
answered that my own examinations were their 
object. That cannot be, said I, as I have not been 
'. summoned for a72yjO?/rp^^^; but, if ye are afraid 
to examine publicly, as has been hinted, will 
ye be so good as to order your witnesses in and 
examine them privately in my presence? This 
also being declined, I requested them, to allow 
me to call in some gentlemen, not sqmmoned, 
^ and to examine them. This was refused ; and 
my examinations again mentioned^ On this, I 
gave them a circumstantial account of the time 
' when, the place where, and the number of per- 
sons by whom I was assaulted, withholding onljr 
the conversation which passed among them du- 
ring the transaction, and which I have still with- 
holden. After this J was ^sked by an old gen- 
tleman, whose name as I learned afterwards, is 
** Livingstone;" " do you 6(?//a?tf, sir, that they 
were orangemen ?'* That question, sir, I will 
- not answer. I have told you that they were to 
me totally unKnown. And I now say that, for 
that reason, I could noi knoiv whether they were, 
or were not, orangemen ; and that I never said, 
or sanctioned the saying of any other man, in 
lyord or writing, either that they were, or were 

not» 
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not. My belief is of tio consequence; but T 
#iil publish the whoie business^ singe such a 
bustle has been made about it^ and with it the* 
transactions of this day^ and leave the world to 
lieUeoeioT itself/' " O sir," said he, *' we have 
too many publications." ** Perhaps we have, 
•ir, but many or few, this will be only one added 
fo the numberw". Here Mr. Langley mildlif 
ftsked: " Will you s>wear to the account you 
have given?'* " I will, on conditions. Let your 
ilerk write it out/' The clerk wrote it very im- 
perfectly. I corrected what he had written, and 
had an addition made at my request. While he 
was doing this, I employed myfself in w;'i4;ing 
short notes of the refusal to examine publicly 
&c. &c. as I have related. Tne examinations 
being read, and -by me approved of, I was asked^* 
to swear to them. I will, said I, on conditions; 
the first of which is, that I may call in three or 
four gentlemen to be present at a recital of what 
ba^ passed here to day. Here Mr. Langley 
belched out, with his usual delicacy. ^^ What 
sort of gentlemen r" " Gentlemen as respecta- 
ble as any in this room, was the answer This 
being refused, I requested one to be admitted. 
This also being refused, I read to them, the 
notes I had written, told them that, as 1 inten- 
ded to publish, my object was that they should 
be signed by the gentlemen present, or one of 
them, and remain in the hands of their clerk, as 
a Jest of such publication. "No J they had no 

terms 
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terms to make.-— They would sign no paper. I 
then proposed to leave the paper with said clerk/ 
on his signature in their presence. This woul^ 
^ot be admitted. In order then to remove every 
difficulty, as I thought, I proposed to leave it 
irith him, on his promise to keep it safe and pro*- 
iiaQe it when^ called for : in which case I would 
fwear to the affidavit then on the table ; during 
which words I held out the paper to the clerk. 
He was authorita,tively forbidden to receive it: 
Ilind I called upon to declare whether or no I re- 
fused to swear to the affidavit. No, said I, allow 
the paper to be received, and I will swear to it 
immediately. They would not Then, said I 
no security against misrepresentation«^no affi« 
davit — and so walked off. 

That my suspicions of misrepresentation wer^ 
not unfounded appeared in a few minutes after X 
left the session house. I had not taken, a seat at 
the inn, to which a few gentlemen accompa.nied 
me, till a friend ran in with the information that 
my friend captain J—— n was haranging ^ mul- 
titude in the street^ and assuring them* pn tbe 
authority of ope of the magistra,tes, (James 
Johnson Esq.) that I had peremptorily refused 
to swear to a?i2/ affidavit, or any thing w/uitever. 
On the hint of a second friend I took two gentle^* 
men with me, called on James Johnson £sq^ 
and before several witnesses, asked him whether 
he had said, what the other gentleman had re- 
peated, 






344 REV. DR. DICKSON^S 

peafed, as on his authority. His answer was 
neither hasty, nor direct. After some hesitation, 
he said: ** you know, sir— you know, you 
would not swear to the affidavit, after you got 
it corrected, and enlarged, but on conditions .^^ 
" What were these conditions, sir ? When you 
abandoned what you proposed, in your sum- 
mons, and refused every thing I asked, did I 
not offer to swear to the affidavit, would you 
allow your ^clerk to receive and retain a paper 
securing me, against misrepresentations, in a 
publication of which I gave you notice ? " Yes ! 
but we could not receive any such paper r" 
** Did you mention this condition to your friend, 
when you mentioned my refusal to swear &c.** 

" I dontknow — but 1 mentioned conditions, 

which WE could not admit." *' Incorrectness, 
sir, may be the cause of much misunderstanding, 
' of which no man can calculate the consequences. 
1 must, therefore, say that, when you mention 
my refusal &c. &c. you may specify the reasons 
of that refusal, else I must consider any misre- 
presentation which may take place as owing to 
your incorrectness/' Some vaove good^humoiired 
talk iook place. What it was, I shall leave Mr. 
Johnson, surgeon Maziere, in whose shop it 
took place, and Messrs George Wilson and 
George Kidd, w^ho accompanied me, to relate, 
should they ever deem it proper, or find it ne- 
cessary. 

That 



NARRATIVE. 345 

That misrepresentations contitlued^ with res- 
pect, to what passed between the worshipful 
magistrates and me^ on the 18th. — Nay, that 
they were circulated industriously, and swallow- 
ed with aviditj', I was /m% convinced on the 
520th. and severely condemned for holding any 
private communication with them. * . 

TI;lus placed between misrepresentation on 
the one side ; and, I own, merited censure on 
the other; I concluded, that, in order to check, 
or to counteract, such misrepresentations, some 
means might be necessary ; and that the most 
proper might be the testimony of the only 
persons present, during the (/n;a/22ca/ transac- 
tions of the 18th. — Hence, on the 21st. I wrote 
to the clerk of magistracy the following note : 

■ * 

« Sir, 

If consistent with your duty, I beg you may 
send me a correct copy of the affidavit of 
Monday last, as amended and enlarged by me. 
And, as it is probable 1 shall be obliged to call 
for your testimony as to what passed in your 
presence, in the session-house, on that day, the 
privilege of any otiier witness beiiig rrfused me^ I 
think it proper to apprise you of this probability, 
that yoamay recollect as minutely, as possible 
the variety of circumstances, and the order in 

Y y which 
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ivhich they occurred. You shall be paid for 
your trouble by. 

Sir, 
Your^very bumble servant, 

William Steel Dickson* 
JHoan, 

Nov. 21st. 1811. 
The bearer will call for an answer/' 

, On the evening of the same day, I had an 
answer from the clerk, informing me that •• Mr* 
Langley took the affidavit with him ; and that, 
if returned, I should have the copy required, 

. |G* Such copy I have never received. 

As William Irwin, Esq. was present at the 
conversation between Mr. Langley and me on 
the 10th. and that of the lath. with the ma- 
gistrates, though every other gentleman^ not A 
MAGISTRATE, was refused admittance, I 
wrote him, ou the 22d. as follqws : 

'' Dr. Sir, 
Among the many' painful circumstances at* 
tending some late transactions, none is more so 
than the necessity under which I am^of giving 
trouble to my friends and neighbours. That 
you, whom I have ever respected, and whom» 
I am sure, I shall ever have cause to respect, 
should be among tlie number, I most feelingly 
regret. Had the public examination^ on Mon- 
day 
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day last, been proceeded in, as I most ardently 
wished; or, had I been permitted to have ^ven 
one witness present at my conversation with the 
magistrates on that day, this might have been 
avoided. However, as the matter no^hr stands, 
I feel it unavoidable, and that your testimony, 
not only as to the proceedings of that day, but 
what passed between Mr. Langley and me, in 
Keady, on Sunday the 10th. instant; will be 
necessary. I, therefore, take the liberty of 
requesting that you may take the trouble of 
recollecting, not only the circumstances of 
ivhich you were witness on both occasions, biit 
the order in which they occurred. 

Be assured, sir, I make this request with the 
utmost reluctance. But, all circumstances 
considered, I trust to your own feelings for my 
apology. During a life, not short, 1 have been 
so nappy, in spite of all persecution, to pre- 
serve something like character. It cannot, 
therefore, be thought strange that I should be 
unwilling to part with it, in the evening oF my 
day. Believe me, with real respect, ' 

Dr. Sir, 
your very humble servant, 

William Steel Dickson," 
JRoan, 

Nov. 22d. 1811. 

William, Irwin, Esq. 
yiolet-Hili:\ 

y y a To 
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To this letter I received a verbal answer; |A 
either that ha would write, or that he would call 

on me, ia a few days. I do not recollect which, in 

However, he has not yet done either, nor have I mi 

troubled him with any farther Application. |«1. 

When I wrote the two preceding letters, I 
meant to publish ifnmediateh/ an account bf the 
assault of the 9th. of September with its conse- 
quents down to the evening of November 18th. 
and my object was to have the gentlemen, to 
whom they were addressed, prepared, by cabn 
recollectiony to confirm or refute it, so far as they 
were, by their presence, connected with it. 

From immediate publication I was dissuaded, 
by reasons, the solidity of which I have experi- 
enced. Report, with her trumpet higher toned 
than ever, sounded, not only calumnies, but 
boasts, 2LV\d threats, far and wide. This induced 
me to have a lette^r, dated, November 28th. 1811, 
published, in the Belfast Chronicle, referring to 
a numerous acquaintance, of all r^anks, for near- 
ly fifty years, for my character — requesting that^ 
if called for, it might be fairly given — and that 
the public opinion, as to the reports circulated, 
might be suspended till my account &c. should 
be published. 

This letter, preceded by an anonymous puhW- 
cation, appeared in the Dublin *' Patriot*' through 

which 
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ivhich I had been threatened with exposure for 
more than two months: and, a few dajs after- 
wards, followed by an anonymous letter, with 
which all who read the Herald must be acquaint- 
ed. Of these letters I shall, at present, take no 
notice, only by saying, that they have strong 
marks of the same family, though differently 
dressed ; and that all such, when they tend to 
effect . character, comfort, or interest, are uni- 
/^ersally and justly considered as the base and 
^otvardly attacks of the vilest t)f all ASSASSINS. 
Let the assassin, or assassins, come forward, . 

^nd avow them, and they shall meet with all, due 

respect. 

From respect to myself I passed them with si- 
lent contempt, as I am determined to do every 

* attack of the kind. 
• ? 

If I can depend on friends, whose veracity I 
never had cause to doubt, this my silence in- 
spired confidence, inflated presumption, and set 
the tongue of folly loose. '* His silence has 
done for him — he dare not pretend to answer, 
what has been published — the manner, in which 
he has been take^i shorty has quieted him — you'll 
hear no more of his account of assaults-^ahd, if 
his warra/Zr^appears before his d«ath, government 
. will take care of him — Mr. Bushe knows the 

. wh6le 
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AM sorry that I cannot procure the Belfast' 
News Letter, in which the remarkable fact, which 
I have mentioned, was published. However, 
as many of the gentlemen, whom I have men- 
tioned, are still living, the fact, even now, can! 
be well attested. . In trircumstances I may err; 
but, in my errors, exaggeration need not be 
feared, though, from the impressions of feelings, 
never to be eradicated, I shall write, rather froni 
the accounts given me by Messrs; Sturrock and 
Cleland, and the two boys concerned, than any 
recollection of the news paper publication^ 
My readers must perceive, from whom the dif- 
ferent parts of the information came. The year 
I cannot mention with certainty, but think it- 
was 1785, and the month July. 

♦^ One morning, after breakfast, when the 
numerous company dispersed, Robert Stewart 
proposed to Henry Sturrock to take a sail, for 
their amusement. This acceded to, they pro- 
ceeded immediately to a small pleasure boat^ 
always ready rigged. As they determined t^ 
get out alone, Mr. Stewart, prudently lashed 
down the oars, boat-hooks &c. before they made 
loose, that they might not be rolling through 
the boat. This done they set sail, and, the day 
bein^ ^ne, had every prospect of a pleasing 

Z a ' cruise, 
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cruise, in a lake; from six to seven miles wid^^* 
in front of Mount-Stewart house. During tlt-^ 
forenoon, Dr. Sturrock, accompanied by M ip. 
Cleland, took a walk taan elegant temple> siti^- 
ated on an eminence overlooking the lake 
There, after enjoying the rich rur?il scenery 
around. Dr. Sturrock retired into the tempfe to 
indulge in his/ favorite luxury, a BOOK. Mr. 
Cleland was with him. The boys had been, for 
Lours, cruising about the middle of the lake, 
when a small cloud, encreasing as it approache4 
them, carried with it a violent gust of wind, 
hail, rain, and thunder. When the hail reached 
them, Master Stewart; clothed only in a cotton 
jacket, called young Sturrock who was better 
fortified, g^ave him the tiller, telling him takeep 
the boat as s]ie lay, v^ith sails shaking in the 
wind, till the gust should be over. This done, 
he ran into the foredea for shelter, but had . 
scarcely entered, whom the child having kept 
his hand too hard down, the boat came rouad, 
the ^ails filled aback, and she went to the bot- 
tom in several fathoms water. Having goM 
down by the stern, the boys came up together, 
with H. Sturrock's hands grasping the skirts of 
»R Stewart's jacket. R. Stewart, who was a 
most excellent swimmer, laid hold of the child 
and supported him, till the little swell, occa- 
sioned by the passing gust, subsided. So sooa 
as Sturrock was capable of speech, he exclaim- 
ed: " O Robert, Robert, let me go. I must, 
l^e drownedj at any rate. Yoa may get to 

gome 
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ti5eof the islands, or swim till some boat pick^ 
lb up." ^^ No, Henry,'' said he, " wfe will 
ipy or die, together." So soon as the' curl had 
toided, occasioned by the passing gust, Mr. 
"Stewart reminded his younger friend, of what^ 
^ had been reading a few days before ; " that 
I human body was lighter, bulk for bulk, than 
jter ; and therefore, when water wa^ unagita- 
L it would float in safety, provided the face 
B a little elevated above the level of the body. 
te child submitted to the experiment, and w^s 
fed. This accomplished, R. Stewart now 
jfretted his caution in having lashed down the 
&c which might have floated off when the 
^t sunk, and been of great use in the present 
rgency, by being placed under his younger 
|nd, and securing him from sinking. Think- 
t however, that something might have floated, 
(ich would be useful, he swam off and hap- 
ly found the small board, which covers the 
iter-room and the tiller. With these he re- 
Pned in triumph ; but could not succeed in 
fting them inserted under young Sturrock. 
lus disappointed, he swam to a little distance, 
=l.ced them under his own loins, and laid him- 
f on the water beside his friend. While thOs 
iced, it occured to him that, trom the num^ 
r'of people employed in making kelp, on the 
Terent islands, a signal might attract the at- 
Uion of some of them going backwards and 
rward. Under this idea, he commenced 
outing, as loud as he could^ and, as soon as 

Z z 2 " bi^ 
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his shouts could be beard, at a distance, throw- 
ing up bfs hat into the air. This he did, fol- 
lowing his hat and bringing it back, . till his 
strength was exhausted, after which he returned 
to his station, and laid himself on the water be- 
side his friend. 

• 

In the mean time^ the gust and shower having 
passed the temple, three miles to leeward, Dr. 
Sturrock, not apprehending any danger, desired 
Mr. Cleland to look if the boys were returning. 
Mr, Cleland went to the window but remained 
speechless. Dr. Sturrock asked again, " are they 
returning .^" Mr. Cleland continuing silent, he 
went to the window, and having cast his eye 
over the part of the lake, where they had been 
cruising, he exclaimed : " the gust has overset 
the boat; but, perhaps, they may have reached 
one of the islands. Get down one of the small 
boats, on the shore, immediately. Who knows 
hut one, if not both, may be saved?'* Mr. 
Cleland hurried to the shore, about, two hundred 
yards distant, got a yawl leaned to the water 
nearly as far, and, . with two men, rowed off fot 
the place, where the bt)at had been last seen. 
Having nearly reached the supposed place, Mr. 
Cleland heard a shout. He called to the rowers, 
but they had not heard it ; I suppose from Uie 
noise of the oars. He ordered them to pull ob, 
in the direction from which the shout appeared 
to come. They did so. In a few ipinutes, Mr. 
.Cleland heard another shout in the same dircc- 

" tion. 
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tion. This also was unheard by the rowers. 
However, soon after, a third shout was ^ heard 
by them all. After rowing a little farther, some* 
thing dark-Coloured was seen floating. Mr.. 
Cleland exclaimed. " Pull on, boys, that i$ 
R. Stewards black head. It was only his hat : 
Knowing, by the stream, their proper course, 
they pulled qn, and soon saw Robert floating ort 
the water. On hearing the sounld of the oars, 
he called out, exhausted and chilled as he was : 
'^ Do not mind me ; a little farther : O Henry, 
Henry !" A little farther Henry ^as discover- 
ed ; both were taken into the boat, and brought 
safe on shore." 

I have said that, in ciratntstance^y from the 

lapse of time, I may have erred ; bot, if I have, 

it is not by exaggeration. If, of this I should 

be suspected, let the supicious apply to the 

authorities to which I have referred. Moral 

reflexion on this astonishing instance of youthful 

friendships calm recollection, and unterrifabte 

fortitude, I shall not presume to offer.' As to 

fortitude, he hath latterly given an instance 

much more expressive than that which V have 

mentioned. *• Death before dishonor," is in 

every man's mouth. I shall only add that, in 

1785, Mr. Stewart was only in hi^ I6th. year, 

consequently unhackneyed in the ways of modern 

ambition, and a stranger to its allurements. 

, .APPENDIX, 
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his shouts could be beard, at a distance, throw- 
ing up hfs hat into the air. This he did, fol- 
lowing his hat and bringing it back, . till his 
strength was exhausted, after which he returned 
to his station, and laid himself on the water be- 
side his friend. 

In the mean time^ the gust and shower having 
passed the temple, three miles to leeward, Dr. 
Sturrock, not apprehending any danger, desired 
Mr. Cleland to look if the boys were returning. 
Mr. Cleland went to the window but remained 
speechless. Dr. Sturrock asked again, " are they 
returning V Mr. Cleland continuing silent, he 
went to the window, and having cast his eye 
over the part of the lake, where they had been 
cruising, he exclaimed : " the gust has overset 
the boat; but, perhaps, they may have reached 
one of the islands. Get down one of the small 
boats, on the shore, immediately. Who knows 
but one, if not both, may be saved?'* Mr. 
Cleland hurried to the shore, about, two hundred 
yards distant, got a yawl leaned to the water 
nearly as far, and, with two men, rowed off for 
the place, where the bbat had been last seen. 
Having nearly reached the supposed place, Mr 
Cleland heard a shout. He called to the rowers, 
but they had not heard it ; I suppose from Uie 
noise of the oars. He ordered them to pull o», 
in the direction from which the shout appeared 
to come. They did so. In a few ipinutes, Mr. 
.Cleland heard another shout in the same dircc- 
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tion. This also was unheard by the rowers. 
However, soon after, a third shout was^ heard 
by them all. After rowing a little farther, some* 
thing dark-Coloured was seen floating. Mr.. 
Cleland exclaimed. " Pull on, boys, that h 
R. Stewards black head. It was only his hat : 
Knowing, by the stream, their proper course, 
they pulled qn, and soon saw Robert floating ort 
the water. On hearing the sounld of the oars, 
he called out, exhausted and chilled as he was : 
'^ Do not mind me ; a little farther : O Henry, 
Henry !" A little farther Henry ^as discover- 
ed ; both were taken into the boat, and brought 
safe on shore." 

I have said that, in circitmstance$y from the 

lapse of time, I may have erred ; bot, if I have, 

it is not by exaggeration. If, of this I should 

be suspected, let the supicious apply to the 

authorities to which I have referred. Moral 

reflexion on this astonishing instance of youthful 

friendships calm recollection, and tinterrifiahie 

fortitude, I shall not presume to offer.' As to 

fortitude^ he hath latterly given an instance 

much more expressive than that which V have 

mentioned. *' Death before dishonor," is in 

every man's mouth. I shall only add that, in 

1785, Mr. Stewart was only in hi^ I6th. year, 

consequently unhackneyed in the ways of modern 

ambition, and a stranger to its allurements. 
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his shouts could be beard, at a distance, tbrow* 
ing up bfs hat into the air. This he did, fol- 
lowing his hat and bringing it back, . till his 
strength was exhausted, after which he returned 
to his station, and laid himself on the water be- 
side his friend* 

In the mean time, the gust and shower having 
passed the temple, three miles to leeward, Dr. 
Sturrock, not apprehending any danger, desired 
Mr. Cleland to look if the boys were returning. 
Mr, Cleland went to the window but remained 
speechless. Dr. Sturrock asked again, " are they 
returning .^" Mr. Cleland continuing silent, he 
went to the window, and having cast his eye 
over the part of the lake, where they had been 
cruising, he exclaimed : " the gust has overset 
the boat; but, perhaps, they may have reached 
one of the islands. Get down one of the small 
boats, on the shore, immediately. Who knows 
•but one, if not both, may be saved?'* Mr. 
Cleland hurried to the shore, about, two hundred 
yards distant, got a yawl leaned to the water 
nearly as far, and, . with two men, rowed off fof 
the place, where the bbat had been last seen. 
Having nearly reached the supposed place, Mr. 
Cleland heard a shout. He called to the rowers, 
but they had not heard it ; I suppose from Uie 
noise of the oars. He ordered them to pull ob, 
in the direction from which the shout appeared 
to come. They did so. In a few minutes, Mr. 
.Cleland heard another shout in the same dircc- 

tion. 
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tion. This also was unheard by the rowers. 
However, soon after, a third shout was ^ heard 
by them all. After rowing a little farther, some* 
thing dark-Coloured was seen floating. Mr.. 
Cleland exclaimed. " Pull on, boys, that i$ 
R. Stewards black head. It was only his hat : 
Knowing, by the stream, their proper course, 
they pulled qn, and soon saw Robert floating ort 
the water. On hearing the sounld of the oars, 
he called out, exhausted and chilled as he was : 
'^ Do not mind me ; a little farther : O Henry, 
Henry !" A little farther Henry ^as discover- 
ed ; both were taken into the boat, and brought 
safe on shore." 

I have said that, in circitntstance^y from the 

lapse of time, I may have erred ; bot, if I have, 

it is not by exaggeration. If, of this I should 

be suspected, let the supicious apply to th^ 

authorities to which I have referred. Moral 

reflexion on this astonishing instance of youthful 

friendships calm recollection, and nnterri^ahle 

fortitude, I shall not presume to offer.' As to 

fortitude^ he hath latterly given an instance 

much more expressive than that which V have 

mentioned. *• Death before dishonor," is in 

every man's mouth. I shall only add that, in 

1785, Mr. Stewart was only in hi^ I6th. year, 

consequently unhackneyed in the ways of modern 
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lowing his hat and bringing it back, , till his 
strength was exhausted, after which he returned 
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Sturrock, not apprehending any danger, desired 
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the boat; but, perhaps, they may have reached 
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tion. This also •was unheard bv the rowers. 
However, soon after, a third shout was heard 
by them all. After rowing a little farther, some* 
thing dark-Coloured was seen floating. Mr.. 
Cleland exclaimed. " Pull on, boys, that i$ 
R. Stewards black head. It was only his hat : 
Knowing, by the stream, their proper course, 
they pulled ojt), and soon saw Robert floating ort 
the water. On hearing the sound of the oars, 
he called out, exhausted and chilled as he was : 
'* Do not mind me ; a little farther : O Henry, 
Henry !" A little farther Henry iras discover- 
ed ; both were taken into the boat, and brought 
safe on shore." 

I have said that, in circiti7tstance$y from the 

lapse of time, I may have erred ; bot, if I have, 

it is not by exaggeration. If, of this I should 

be suspected, let the supicious apply to the 

authorities to which I have referred. Moral 

reflexion on this astonishing instance of youthful 

friendships calm recollection, and tinterrifiabte 

fortitude, I shall not presume to offer.' As to 

fortitude, he hath latterly given an instance 

much more expressive than that which I' have 

mentioned. *• Death before dishonor," is in 

every man's mouth. I shall only add that, in 

1785, Mr. Stewart was only in hi^ I6th. year, 

consequently unhackneyed in the ways of modern 

ambition, and a stranger to its allurements. 
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N my narrative, p. 36. I have promised a 
specimen of my correspondence in 1797, that 
some idea may be formed of my opinions and 
sentiments at that time. It will shew, at leasts 
that I was not wholly employed in " treasonable 
iind seditious practices, whatever may have 
been my secret designs. The first. letter was in 
answer to one written in consequence of a pro- 
clamation then issued: 

' *' My Dr. Sir, 

T thought to have written you a long letter, 
but 1 have scarcely time to thank you for your 
kind recollection. As to your question, I 
scarcely know what to say. No proclamation 
can be legal that is pointed against legal meet- 
ings. But, I thiink there is reason to suspect 
that no meetings whatever are now t6 be permit- 
ted. You must have beard of the forcible dis- 
persion of the King's county meetinsf, and the 
prevention of any meeting in county Kildare, by 
a declaration that it would, if convened, be dis- 
persed by force. All, therefpre, that I can say 
is " that the power of peaceable delibei^ation seems 
fo have fed idth the rest of ovr privileges F^ I 
would add this : I think that legal meetings ought 
not to be intimidated by illegal threats, they 
may avail th|rms,elves of their constitutional right 

Qf 
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of assembling, and leave it to unconstitutional 
jforce to execute its orders. Having thus, and 
you will allow, most Visely answered your ques^ 
iion, let me put a question in my turn. 

* An idea has been just started here, of having, 
4f possible, a petition from all the cduntie^, 
stating the miserable state of Ireland, and press- 
.ihg our immediate and just claim to a reform as 
the only measure left to restore the lost liberty of 
the country, and to maiiitain th^ connexion zoitk 
Great Britain. The thlnff was mentioned to me 
oply last night. The notion was, to send ov^r 
two delegates from each county: the address 
, itself to be, what it ought to be, explicit and rfe- 
'cisive. I said, I would write to you upon it. 
Consider it, and let me know your opinion of it* 
I am always disposed to hope much from justice 
and reason. Surely, .2/" England is not actually 
dementatcd by Jupiter, in order to! her perdition, 
she cannot but see that her existence stands singly 
upon her support from Ireland : and if those hor- 
rors that have deformed Europe, for so long a 
time, could be averted from us, what a glorious 
triumph would it be of moderation over British 
folly, and Irish depravity. I do most extremely 
' regret that nothing drives you hither. You 
would be of much use. God bless you, and 
give us better times, pray§. 

very trul^ yours. 

il% QQih. 1797. ' . ' ' 
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To this letter I wrote the following aoswer, 
Juae 5tb- 1797- That is, exactl/ one rotmd 
gear brfore my arrest. 

My Dr. Sir, ^ 

I sit down to thank you for your very flatter- 
ing letter> atid to assure you that nothing could 
gratify me more-than an opportunity, at this 
momentous crisis, of being occasionally with yon 
an4 yoyxv feu) worthy agsociates— -a crisis, when 
the greatest man in Ireland should feel happy in 
being the humblest instrument in rescuing ao 
empire from inevitable ruin» For a time I must 
submit to circumstances which keep me at a dis- 
tance from you : and as you do not even hint at 
Carrickfcrgus or Down, I fear, I am not to bav^ 
the pleasure of seeing you this season* Under 
this idea, I write what follows. On Monday 
the 22d. May, thirty gentlemen of this county 
held a meeting, called by letter. The sketch 
sent, me was adopted unanimously, without ad- 
"^dition or alteration^ as our petition. It has been 
printed, and is now circulating parochiaHy, for 
subscription. Yesterday, every freeholder of 
my congregation, who attended public worshipi 
jjubscribed it. The others will do the sanae be- 
iforp Thursday. We are to meet in Down, on 
Friday, to collect and engross the returns from 
the whole county, and appoint two or more gen- 
tlemen to pr/Bsent it to majesty. This idea I 
threw out to a number of gentlomen, individu- 
ally, all of whom approved of it j but ii^ was 

thought 
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thought unnecessary to propose it, in the form 
^f a resolution, till our next meeting, when, I 
nope and believe. It will be unanimously adop- 
ted. The mention pf this circumstance will be 
^ full answer to your question. The idea of a 
^rong petition, from each county, presented 
V a deputation from among themselves, appears 
tome more promising, if any thing can be pro- 
'itising, than any other. I am now to mention 

* circumstance, which I would wish tp be at- 
^i^ded to in all the counties, as I am con- 
'r^ced it would be of some use. In your late 
^ntest, the most plausible objection to re- 
^^ m was the villainous and groundless assertion 

that the people would not be satisfied with it 

• ^'om the moment you unfolded the plan to me, 
^ made it the subject of discussion, during the 
^sizes at Carrickfergus and Down, in all the 
Wge parties where I was. Since that time, I 
have done every thing I could, by word and 
letter, to know the mind pf this quarter on that 
subject, and am happy in saying that I have not 
found a man whom it would not fully satisfy. 
It is the universal wish— the ultimatum of pub- 
lic desire. I am sorry to add that, if this is 
madly denied still, I shudder to think of conse- 
quences, as I am convinced the people will 
iiazard every thing in that case, even death 
itself, rather than entail slavery on their poste- 
rity. That government may become wise ere 
it be too late, and prevent the dreadful experi- 
nentj is the first prayer of my heart. These 

3 A circumstances 
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circumstances I stated fully, at the late meetiog 
in Ballinahtncb, where the £gict was instantly 
admitted by all, as you will see by the last sen- 
tence, except one, in the inclosed paper. That 
sentence I would wish to have recommended to 
all'the counties, that it may be publickly avow- 
ed, by all, as far as it may be found reaU as it 
gives the lie direct, and, I believe, justly to the 
privileged calumniators of a loyal^ though in- 
sulted and oppressed people. Perhaps, a ^rt 
paragraph in the public papers, on that sen- ' 
tence, or the paper of which it is a part, from 
your expressive and impressive pen, might be of 
great use. I beg you to make the trial ; and at 
the same time, to forgive the freedom I now Use* 
But, why apologise ? Apology cannot be ne» 
cessary to you, in whose heart the redemption 
of your country has long holden the higheit 
place. Should the multiplicity and magnitude 
of your concerns, and attention to more impor- 
tant connexions, leave you a few jspare minutes, 
now and then, your devoting them to an occa- 
sionial correspondence would ever be gratefully 
acknowledged by 

&c« &c. &c. 

To this letter I received the following note, 
written in haste, and without date. 

My 
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My Dr. Sir, 

I understand, the parliament is to be dissolved 
this night, pr to morrow, so that the minister 
has clearly given up all idea of giving this 
wretched country a reform. I have communi- 
cated and talked your idea of a general petition. 
I suspect that our approbation of it is chiefly on 
the credit of the suggestors. God knows, and 
he only, what we may be reserved for. The 
state of things about us here is, every hour, be- 
coming more horrible— we are willing to try any 
eacpedient, such as you propose. Let us, there- 
fore, know if you continue in the same opinion, 
r have not a moment to say more." 

This specimen, of my correspondence in 
797i I have submitted to the public, merely to 
hew that all my time, attention, and labor was 
ot engrossed by the practices ascribed to me* 
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HE name of Stewart I have frequently men- 
tioned^ for different reasons, and with feelings 
widely different. One of these reasons, as 1 
have already said, was to express my high es- 
teem of the father of thefamiFy, and my sincere 
gratitude for his kind attentions paid me in earlj 
life. 

A second was, to shew that his son, now carl 
of Londonderry, became representative of the 
rich and populous county of Down, not from a .j 
stupid respect to an overgrown fortune or long 
train of titled ancestors^— not from mean adufer 
tion or facinating manners, nor base compromise 
with other great men to obtain a popular intc- 
rest as a step to political power j but, from a 
confidence in his integrity, supported by the 
presumption that, with his father's fortune he 
would inherit his liberty and patriotism. 

A third reason was to shew that such is the 
principle of the county of Down, that when the 
father's patriotism became problematical, the 
early and blooming virtues of the son retrieved 
the public confidence, called forth their affec- 
tionate support, and placed him in the seat, 
which his father had filled, in opposition to a 
combination of interests a^ formidable as ever 

candidate 
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candidate encountered : And, that from tlie same 
principle, when he had buried these virtues in 
the grave of Ireland^*s independence, they re- 
leased him from the slaveiy of serving them, and 
left him at liberal/ to seek employment in the 
patriotic corporation of British borough-mongiers. 

Another reason, as will appear from the pm- 
ceding narrative, was, that they were the cause 
of my first appearance, in a political character, 
and in their support all my exertions were made, 
previous to the year 1791, and that Alexander 
Stewart Esq. brother to the earl of Londonderry, 
w^s present at every meeting, wjiich I attended, 
until late in 1793. They, thercfo.e, could not 
be strangers, either to my political principles, or 
general character. In fact, they were so con- 
nected with every public act of mine, until that 
period, that the mention of their name appeared 
to me unavoidable. 

My last reason was, that the early virtues, 
and engaging manners, of lord viscount Castle- 
reagh might be known— virtues and manners, 
which, commanding the affection, esteem, aod 
confidence of his native county, led him into 
the high way of honor and promotion, in which 
the end of his career is known to every body. 

APPENDIX, 
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HAT I was a most^ particular object of 
the attention^ at least of subordinate governors, 
during and after my long confinement^ must 
be evident from many parts of the preceding 
narrative. Mr. Pollock's strict examination of 
the other prisoners concerning me; his rejection 
of their submission to the Dublin compact, be- 
cause my name was not affixed; the freedom 
taken with letters to my family in the post-office, 
Newtown-Ards*; and, lastly, the rev, John 
Cleland's communications with Mr. Thomson, 
after my return to Ireland, all conspire to con- 
firm the fact. At any rate, presuming on these, 
I was led into the egotism, of which notice may 
be taken. 
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have said that, " somehow, or other, Mr* 
Durran was led into such confusion of id^s," 
!rom the manner, in which he had beard Mr. 
Llleland spoken of, '^ that, from his language, 
t was very uncertain whether he considered 
tiim as a huntsmariy or a blood- hound^^ov both.'* 

Every man, who has ever heard Mr. Curran 
}peak, or read his speeches, at the bar, in the 
lenate, or from the bench, will be surprised 
that I should bring such a charge against him— 
I man, whose correctness of expression can be 
squalled only by the brilliancy of his wit, the 
undefined extent of his intellectual resources, 
the fertility of his genius, the eloquence of his 
tongue, and, what is more than all, his unim- 
teachable political integrity through all the variety 
)f scenes and circumstances, which the last twenty 
years Imve presented to the eyes and FEELINGS of 
Irishmen. 

As I have made the charge, I hope I shall 
be excused for tracing the foundation, on which 
it rests, as it shall be my only apology. 

At the Spring assizes, 1797, several trials, 
affecting life, were to take place, and in which^ 
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party-influence was suspected. Hence, on the 
cottimpncenient of the first trial, the array was 
challenged. The rev. John Cleland was ex- 
amined, at great length, relative to his inter- 
ference with the sheriff in the return of a 
panneh I shall not recite the examinations, 
on this occasion, nor the observations of coun- 
sel to which tl>ey gave rise. The triers appointed 
sustained the pannel, and the business went on. 

The first trial developed such a scene of 
prevarication, and worse than prevarication, 
as an honest mind coflld hardly suppose possible; 
and the prisoners were acquitted. 

On the Friday following, the array was again 
challenged, and the rev. John Cleland under- 
went another long examination. This examina- 
tion I shall pass by, as I have passed the former, 
leaving my readers to judge of it, by an extract 
from the report of Mr. Curran's speech, bjr 
which it was followed; and this I shall give 
merely to shew the seeming perplexity of mind, 
and consequent confusion of language in which 
Mr. Curran was entangled, respecting the real 
charac.ter of Mr. Cleland. 

" He (Mr. Cleland) has more than once 
positively sworn that he applied to the higb- 
sherifT— that he struck off no names but those 
who wanted freeholds^ but to-day he finds that 

freeholdefs 
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lolders were struck oflf by his own pen^^he 
you, my lord, and gentlemen triers, with 
3tl modesty and ingenuity, that he has made 
nistake. He returns eighty-one names to 
Bheriff. He receives blank summonses, fills 
X he" deems convenient, &c. &c. Gracious 
1 ! what are the courts of justice? What is 
I by jury ? What is the country brought to ? 
re it told in the courts above— were it told 
ither countries — were it told in Westminster 
— that such a man was permitted to return 
r one half of the grand pannel of the county 
n one particular district— a district under 
sre distress — a district tD which he is agent, 
, on which, with the authority he possesses, 
is able to bring great calamity, would it be 
.bved ? 

le ascends the pulpit with the gospel of be- 
nity and peace; he endeavours to impress 
iself and his hearers with its meek and its 
y spirit. He descends, throws ofFthe purple, 
:estheinsurrectionactintheonehand, and the 
fp in the other— flies by night and by day 
sr his game — and, with his heart panting, his 
a.th exhausted, and his belly at the ground 
he chace, he turns round and tells you that 
mind is unprejudiced — that his heart is full 
humanity— and, that all his hopes, fears, arid 
lies, are a pure innocent mixture of milk 
I water." 

3 B Now 
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N0W5 whether the preceding be considered 
as a real representation taken from the lifcy or 
merely as a fanciful forensic caricature, is no- 
thing to the purpose. I do not pretend to de- 
termine whether it is the one or the other, on 
compound of both ; or of more than both. Be 
that as it niay^ had the orator adlierod to simple 
nature, his words would never have preseiiteft 
to the imagination such a figure. Indeed, the 
facts exhibited, and as it would seem, by the 
report, ackuotvledged, were irreconcileable to 
the idea of piire^ ko7iest, unadidteraitd' human 
nature. Hence, his sensibilities may have hur- 
ried him backjnto the regions of fable^ and re- 
collection presented to his fancy,' 

'* Hydras, Gorgons, and Chimeras dire" 

\ 

And hence, taking the whole scene reported 
and of which he is said to have been a witness, W 
something more tliau an airy dream or frantic 
vision, he has represented his chimera with hands I 
to hoM up the insurrection act as his warrant i 
and brandish his whip as a signal for flogging-^ 
^ith wings, no doubt, of an eagle, vulture, or 
dragon, to pursue and secure the higher objecti 
of his chace, as is implied in the words '^ flies bj 
night and by day after his game.''— And four feet 
to run down the swinish herd, and all the vari^ 
ties of the reptile race. This seems necessary 

to 
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to justify the expressions, " heirt panting, 
breath exhausted, and belly at the ground^ in 
the chace,'* . 

This is the only supposition, on which I can 
account for the seeming perplexity of mind and 
<^nfusion of language, with which I presumed 
to say, that " it was uncertain whether Mr. 
'^Cnrran considered Mr. Clelandasa huntsman, 
as B bloodhound, or both." Be that as it may, 
the. figure must be more than half-caricature. 
Tthe rev. John Cleland, surely, never sat for 
such an ungainly picture ! 



THE END- 
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JoHN> chap. IB. Terse 26. " 3Iy kingdom u not of ihis world J* 

>X HE extraordinary power displayed in the 
miracles of Jeras, and the benevolence with which 
it was exercised^ ^eemto have produced a gene- 
ral disposition to receive him, as the great deli* 
iirerer, which prophecy l^d foretold to the peo- 
ple of Israel. And when they saw him raising 
the (lead, and feeding multitudes in the Wilder- 
ness with a few loaves and smalliislieS) they con- 
clndedthat, as he could thus easily support ar- 
jniojii, and rescuethe slain from the hand of death, 
lie would realize the hopes of temporal domini- 
on, with which they had been long intoxicated, ^ 
and urgoi} him to assume the title of King. 

As t>l)is overture was founded on mistaken ap-* 
pi^ehensionB of hid kingdom, in3tes|il;of oompli- 

a ^w^^ 
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ance, he endeavoured to correct the prejudice's 
from which it proceeded, and the passions con- 
nected with them. But they were so firmly at- 
tached to the hopes, which ambition and revenge 
had long cherished, that they were offended -, 
turned that resentment against him, of which 
they had attempted to make him the instru- 
ment ; joined issue with his enemies in a scanda- 
lous prosecution, and obliged the governor of 
Judaea to consent to his death. 

The most remarkable circumstance in this 
transaction, is that on which they founded their 
accusations. They charged him with the sedi- 
tious designs, in which they had laboured in vain 
to engage him y and, as they pretended, they 
brought their charge, merely because his claims 
were unfriendly to Caesar.— That Caesar, whose 
ehains they wished to shake off; in overthrowing 
whose empire they would have gloried, and in 
opposition to whom, they had endeavoured, by 
compulsion, to make him a king. 

The roman governor, before whom the 
charge was exhibited, was aware of the base mo- 
tives on which it was urged, and fully satisfied 
of the innocence of Jesus. He knew, that 
^V through envy they had delivered him up," yet 
he seems to have suspected that some of his claims 
might have been expressed in terms which might 
justify the construction which had been put up- 
oa them. Perka^^s, U^ had connected some of 
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the extravagant epithets which the stoic philoso- 
phy bestowed upon its wise men, with the ideas 
of that exalted wisdom which Jesus taught; and ■ 
imagined that, in such a sense, he had arroga- 
ted to himself the name of king. Be this as it 
may, he desired to know whether, in any sense, 
• he assumed this title, and what that sense was. 

To Pilate's inquiries on this subject, Jesus ad- 
mitted, iu answer, that he was a king ; but in* 
formed him tiiat his claims, as such, did not in- 
terfere with those of the Emperor, from whom 
Pilate derived his authority, and to whom he 
owed allegiance; and adde^ a circumstance, 
from which he might be assured that this inform 
mation was true. 

^* ](ly kingdom is not of this world ; if my , 
kingdom were of this world, then would my ser- 
vants fight, that I might not be delivered to the 
Jews; butnoWj is my kingdom not from.hence.*' 

Whatever ideas pilate entertained of the king* 
dom of Jesus, from the declaration it is evident , 
that he did not imagine there was any interfei- 
rence between it and the interests of Caesar; or 
that his loyalty could be impeached on account 
of the lenity with which he treated him : for he 
immediately went out and declared publicly, that 
he found ^< ^ in him no fault at all" 

* John 18. 31. 

a % However 
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How^yer favourable this may appear to th5 
character jqid pretensions of Jesus, no satisfying ^ 
argument can be deduced from it in favour o^ 
Christianity. Pilate had no fixed principles, no — 
any clear views of it, to enable him to proiiounc ^ 
upon its merijts.. The only obvious coiiciusio^ ^ 
was that which be formed, by copnecting tL-^ 
idea of " kingdom'' with that of " bearing w i c- 
ness to the ttuthy' tl^ a man who professed c^d^ 
\y to teach and support truth, and acted agree* 
ably to his profes^on, could not be an enemy 
to good governmentj or the interests of society. 

Yet many ijiquiries remain concerning truth 
in generaly and particularly, concerning Chris- 
tianity as teaching f/ie trulhi or exhibiting jui>t 
views of the various and important subjects of 
which it treats. But as it would be impossible 
to comprise them all in the bounds of a sermon, 
we shall confine our attention at present to one 
which arises directly from th« declaration before 
us. 

Previous to the discussion of this inquiry, it 
xtisiy riot be improper to ascertain the meaning 
of the dechration itse!f% 

'* This World,'* from* its inordinate inflHenc^ 
on the passions and coudiict of men, is often 
contrasted with "the Father" who is the source of 
all good s and from the distresses, in which ihe 

immoderate 



APPENDIX. i 

immoderate love of it involve? them, to " Hea- 
vea," which is the seat of perfect happiness. 
Hence, those who devote themselves principal 
ly to the indulgence of appetite,' are said to be 
" of the world ;*' whilst those who cherish more 
exalted sentiments, cmd pursue tlie more valuta* 
ble attainments of wisdom, truth, and virtue, 
are denominated *' of the Father." Thus Christ 
liddressed the Jews ; whose prejudices and 
worldly attachments rendered them blind to the 
purposes of Heaven ? " * Ye are from beneath, 
I am from above : Ye are of this world, I am 
not of this world." In the same sense he used 
the phrases frequently in his discourses to, and 
concerning, his disciples : " f Because ye ^re 
not Qi the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hatcth you.'* 
Again, " J I have giyen them thy word, and the 
world hath hated them, because they are nqt of 
the world, even as I am not of the world.** 

These passages shew that, *^ to be of the • 
/world," is to adopt the designs, indulge the pas- 
sionS) or engage in the pursuits which center in 
it And to be '^ not of the world," is to be free 
from their destructive influence. 

In this sense the phrase applies as strictly to 
collective bodies as to individuals. They also 
take their characters from the endis which they 

have 
f Joha8, 23. t 1^' ^^- + ^^' ^^' 



• 



6 APPENDIX- 

have in vicwr, and themeaiui by which they pro- 
pose to accomplish them. The character, there- 
forf*, which is here given of Christianity, maybe 
couiprchcnded imder the following particulars; 

I. It did not originate from trorldly policy. 

» ■ 

II. It doth not affect pomp, magnificence, 
and perishable wealth, w hich flatter the vanity^t 
and grabify tl>e ambition and avarice of men. . 

III. It disclaims every idea of being extended 
by violence, or supported by oppression. And, 

IV. It exercises no dominion over men, but 
what truth and righteousness fully justify, aud 
the reason of its subjects must ever approve and 
rejoice in. 

These characters of the Messiah's kingdom 
admit of an easy and clear illustration. They 
are strongly marked in the prophetic writings j 
in the declarations and conduct of Jesus and the 
niinistratioi>6 of the apostles, by whom its influ- 
ence was extended. They lead us to the origin 
nat and proper idea of it, as fqunded in truth and 
righteousness, having its seat in the hearts of 
men, consisting in goodness, gentleness, and 
peace ; and supported by its own intrinsic ex- 
cellence, and the powerful attestations which 
prove that '^ it is of the Futher.'^' 

But 
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But though Christianity be a system purely 
moral and religious~tliough it be not marked 
with the characters of human policy, nor de- 
pendent on it ; we are not to conclude that it 
bears no relation to civil government, or is un- 
concerned in the laws by which it is regulated. 
This would be a ccJnclusion, rash^ unwarranted, 
and dangerous. It would at once remove the 
strongest barrier, which ever hath been, or ever 
can be, opposed to the passions of men. 

We shall, therefore, enquire how far, and in 
what manner the kingdom of Christ is, or ought 
to be connected with the kingdoms of the world ; 
pr in otlier words, how far, andiu whatmannei? 
religion and politics are related. 

In this enquiry, the kingdom of Jesus is to be 
considered as a system of pure and universal 
morality, enforced from religious considerations, 
That this system hath man as its object, and in 
all its parts, tends to his improvement and 'hap- 
piness, will not be denied in this place. We 
may add too, that it respects him in every rela- 
tion in wjiich he may be placed, as this is neces- 
sarily iipplied in the idea of uuiversal morality. 

This morality, which is the great object of 
religion, and ought to be the basis of all govern- 
ment, is in itself unchangeable 3 and, under 
whatever form it hath been exhibited, or motives 
enforced, in the different stages of civilization, 
iaintrinsic^llv thesamc* ' 
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Shoukl this remark be thought to require ai^ 
illustration, revelation anvply supplies it. \^ 
can hardly conceive of any systems more widt^r 
different, in many partieulars, than the tW0 
which form its principal contents. The one it 
calcul^ed for a particular people, proposes It 
keep them distinct from ^tl the nations of tfao ^ 
earth, is loaded with rites and ceremonies^ asd 
cowftnesits prospects to the present ^life. The 
other presents itself to all mankind, proposes to 
abolish distinctions in respect to religious privi- 
leges, and unite the whole in one great family; 
is divested of the artificial aid of ritual obferr* 
ance, and brings forward all the treasures of 
immortality to enrich its votaries, and its horron 
to appal the spirit of iniquity. Yet with all tbii 
diiference of circumstance and motive, th^ mo- 
rality of both is exactly the same. " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 
with all thy soul, with all thy strength, and witk 
all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself." 

As these general precepts comprehend thei^dm 
of human duty, they express the principles by 
which it should be regulated, and are the great 
objects of both systems. 

In the latter of these precepts, it is taken for 
granted, that men are uniformly otdued with the 
principle of self-love, in a degree sufficient to 
impel them to the pursuit of happiness. And 
as this principle is the standard, by which the 

love 
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q( others is tp be regulated^ tbe least which 

be inferred is» that those, who acknow-* 

;e the authority of iM precepts^ should so 

chei'ish the benevoieBt affections, as> is ne-* 

•ty t0 eofi^e them in promoting andseour* 

the balppinesB of othersL With thisinferem^ 

r descriptions of the love ei^ined in the 

pdv and the eflfecfis which it ocighb:.to 4>r0'» 

!ey are perfectly conformable. It restrainsi 

h ibjitry, disdains* the narrow limits of reH^ 

w ^ political associations and risba «uperior> 

enmity and nstilt • " f Love worketlf wo ill ta 

neighbour; sufTereth long and is kind ; envieth 

r;'r6joiceth' hot in iniquity, but r6j6iceCh in 

Pmiti:' Nor ntd thc^ claittis of Christianity 

ttfied^ by tha< hiddleitit' cothpla^ency which 

^tess^'iVseif, only ifi Miavailing itishe» of 



fajk^iy. Of fairprafissioh^^ The 

n ^hich it enjoiftii must press fbrward' into- 
rtto'V ^t opposition and dangers at defiance; 
ifri if^ the pdWicf gotfd requires, BrareSy ^n* 
ittttt^ death itself «^ f Let us riot love in 
M^; nor in tonguef^ saith tliief apostle, bof in 
Sfetf abditftrntV ^* $ To do g6od; and to 
^tf^unieate, forgiet not r for with sbchsax^ri* 
ies God is well ple^i^.^' And saitti Jesus, 
Thi» is Tby coifimaisfdlnent; that ye love one 
iiother, ^ven aa I have loved you/' ** Love^ 

b your 

» Bom. 13, 10. 1 Cor. 13. 4, 6. f 1 John, 3, 10, 

I: Htb. 13, le. 
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3r'onr enemies, bless them wlio curse yoQ, do 
good fo them tvho bate ybo^ and pray lor them 

who deflfpitefally use you.* 

• •• ii. .f.... 

From these eicpressioiis we perceire tbat,> » 
chcistianit J inculcates the generous afiectiom^ 
the happiDess. of maa is the great en4 whichjl' 
proposes^ to which it directs bis activity, audio* 
the promotioo of which it lends its solemn saac* 
tions. And the more any relation, in life aC^' 
fects this happiness^ the more important it .i)e-'< 
comesii and. the more immediate object of rdi^ 
gions inspection and religious influence. 

Among these relations^' varioiis and interest- 
ing as they are, that which. lynds an indjyi(i|oal. 
to the state of which .hq is a member^ is the most, 
important In it the* influence of one may oo, 
cupy a wide extended circuit,, and mat^ally aC-* 
feet the security and |iappiness of many. ^w\ 
the instances are not infrequent of kioffdoms resr- 
cued from the very brink of destruction,, by tlis.- 
wisdom or prowess of aa individual ^ while op the 
othfr hand, we have seen empires hurled froiii 
t,be summit of.pjosperity into the gulph of con* 
fusion, and all their proud trophies bi|ried ja ipfi- 
ins, at the feet of one ambitious mortal. * On it 
the duties of subordinate relations- depend for 
protection, and, from their tendency to raise men 
to the exalted charai-i^er of citizens, much of 
their importance is derived. This too must 

ever 
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r tary with the eKtent of a state^ es^^ duties 
1 ranks multiply iu proportion to its'ihcr^ase. 



. I 



io wever all this variety of rank is comprehen- « 
I in the general division of men into ma^- 
te and subject^ the former of whcuA is entrus- 
. with tjie execution of iaws^ which the lattef 
ire saoctioaed wiith >Uiei;' approbation; and to 
lich tiifiy are ametiable. The laws which reft* 
ct this arra:Qgement, and mark the reciprocal 
ties, of which it lays the foundation, have' re- 
ived the name of politics, and constitute a most 
teresting branch of moralitj", considered as a 
ience. 

s 

/ 

In the fim stages of society, and in small* . 
ites, subordinate distinctions are few. Hence 

r 

j^ir ifiternaj politics are simple, and comprised 

fiaiallbounds. A moderate share of prudence 

id sagacity, connected with personal courage, 

sense of justice, and patience of hardship, are 

ifiicient for all the purposes of counsel or war^ 

n ordinary circtimstances, old age, which is the 

eposiiofy of knowledge^ and in which .cj^peri- 

nce hath rescued the understanding from the 

iHuence of the more turbulent p.assions, holds 

he seat of executiye justice; and when external 

langers threaten, or counsels of war prevail, he, 

vhose bravery and patience have been formerly 

iroved is called forth to command, and the mos)^ 

mplicit respect is paid to his authority. But as 

b 2 soon 
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socy^ §s t)ie ic$iiEse for which he is prbmofisd o^^. 
ses ip operate^ bis authority expires, m& ie 
sinks, as before, to a level with his brethren. 
HowjQT^r, if his ^certiotis are crowned with suc- 
cess, faistrtfae is eHiboldenecl, new eoier{yHizcs 
are undertaken, and bis appointment is renew- 
ed; the fame of his prowess spreads aroum), 
bis alliance is courted, and fear induces a sob- 
missioiito his arms. Yet, still his authority ex- 
pires with the enterprize for which it was given , 
him. 

But though his authority is short lived« the 
effects of it are often permanent. The nutJkHis 
whom his arms have subdued, or virtues conci- 
liatedi unite in one common intercist, atid be- 
come objects of jealousy or fear to all their 
neighbojurs. Hence combinations, are feraied 
jto check their growing power, and balance their 
ipfliience. 

t 

Thus states proceed from small to gre9t ; 9xA 
in this process, the face of thii^gs. takes a new 
aspect and compiexipn. As population increa- 
ses, the necessaries of life come into greater de- 
mand. And, as the resources of nature fail, af- 
ter many struggles, art is called in to hqr assis- 
tance. Hence originates private property ; and 
the variety of success which attends the elFprts 
of individuals, in time, lays the foundation of a 

permanent distinction in fanks. He who is in- 
: : • ?•' doleut 
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)1ent or unsuccessful, must submit to hhn wbose 
|>our8 have .produced more than his wants re* 
(lire: 4j^d dependence for bread ^ivesan influ* 
ice, which is often lastiog, and generalJy ia** 
reases> as superiority in wealth prevails. . 

This inequality supplies new matter to excite 
:nd employ the dissocial passions. Pridedemands 
fiimiliating expressions of the dependence which 
^•ealth hath created ; ambition aspires to an in- 
crease of power; whilst poverty, galkd by insult 
and cppressioTiy complains, that power is over- 
^tretcJied ; becomes clamorous and turbulent, 
and labours to throwoffthe painfulyoke. I-ieuc^ 
endless discord is introduced, and, in its effects, 
{plainly demonstrates, that something more sta- 
jble and just, than the capricious will of an inter 
rested individual) is necessary to ascertain the 
^rights, regulate the interests, and secure the ha{i- 
piness of men united in society. 

The conviction of this gives a new turn to hu- 
man affairs. Laws are established as standards 
of right ; and one, or a few, are deputed to give 
them activity, and regulate their execution, 
Hence, as government stands on fixed princi- 
ples, it takes a regular form; and this form is 
ori^^inally modelled by the prevailing taste or 
circumstances of the state. 

It appears, in general, that states delegated 
but a smalhpart of their power at first. A jei- 

lousy 
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I 

J 

lousy of their rights induced them io resen 
matters of national concern for natipual debate- ,^ 
Accordingly in new-born states, war and pea^^ 
>vere. never determin'vHi but in, the pubHc assei:::r^j 
bly of the people. But as population in^reas^^ 
and territories were enlarged, such assembWic* 
became iuconveuient, and sometimes imposi^iV 
ble, even on the most important occasioiij; 
Hence, more extensive delegations were adop. 
ted; and the most valuable interests, andsolemii 
deliberations, were intrusted to a few.. 

These delegations, Jiowever well adapted to 
the purposes for which they were made, seem to 
have been early perverted. Power is always in- 
toxicating^ and whatever the sources or means 
of power may be, aml)ition will endeavour to 
perpetuate and increase it. In these struggles 
for pre-eminence the more knowing or powerful 
prevail ; success secures friends ; and authority 
is erected on the basis of corruption. Some- 
times indeed, the x^xy fear of tyranny creatf? 
tyrants; and the appreliension of slavery gives 
birth to despotism. In the hardy struggles 
W'hich men make for liberty, soipe favourite pa- 
tron is called in, by whose generous e0brts the 
. dreaded evils are averted for a season. On such 
occasions the overflowings of gratitude despise 
all bounds. An infatuated people throw tbem- 
>elves into the arms of a deliverer, as if he rose 
superior lo human infirmities. But alas ! expe- 
rience 
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encc soon proves the contrary. He, in turn, 
intoxicated with power ; lie considers upiimi- . 
d submission as scarcely adequate to his past 
irvjces^ and popular confidence JuIIs suspicioji 
deep> 'till he rivets the chains of slavery too 
ist to be l^roken without vioIe.nce and copvul- 
on. In this case, resistance is branded' With 
\^ name of rebellion ; and the complexion of . 
^beliion darkened with the charge of ingrati- . 
ade. 



But in whatever manner these changes are 
itroduced, and power centered in individuals, 
he event is the same. All governments tend . 
despotism ; ?ind by degrees, more or less ra- . 
lid, terminate in it. 

• From atHhese circnmstatice^, taken together, 
fvesee, tha't the desire of security and peace 
jive birth to civil ^ocieftiefej and that all the re- 
solutions, in the mode of governing them, have' 
irisen from it. We see too, that all civil autho* 
pily is originally derived from, the people; that: 
no individual hath a^y right to govern but what 
they bestow ;. and, of consequence, that tbeir 
protection, safety, and . happiness are, ov ought 
tobe^ the great ends of government^ and the 
supreme law to which all others should be sub- 
ordinate, .... ,, . 

* ' • V . , 

• * ■•-*,' ... ^^ ■ 

Jnj5 
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This dox:tr'me, however tmgfs^telul to ambi"^ 
lion, will ever lie supported' by rea&ofl and hii-* 
nianity. The spirit of diespolisiri tnay counter^ 
act, but cannot invalidate, or dispfore it'. Inf- 
deed it carries its evidence in Jfs oWtt IxJsorfiy' 
and in its certainty, brings us to' aft iiftjJo'rtatit' 
poiht in tlie present inquiry. It shews lis that 
the end of Christianity and good governtti^rftTs 
the'steie; and consequently, that in this im- 
portant particular, religion and politics are iix- ' 
seperably connected/ 

Ifthrs end be the happiness of mankind, a»| 
wte ..have endieavoored to shew, w*e are led 
&brA it t6 ja, conclusion of great importance. 
We are obliged to acknowledge, eitlier that this 
happiness may be attained and secured by means 
essentially different; or that, in them also, the 
connexion between religion and politics^ must 
be preserved inviolate. 

This alternative can neter subject ns to any 
difficulty. Experienceiihews, that virtue alone 
leads to true happiness : and religion inculcates 
virtue, as (he only mean to promote and secure 
it, and the^ favour of God, V^ilh whom the trea- 
sures of it remain. In this view it marks dis- 
tinctly thie duties of every relation, and claims 
an authority to enforce them. It represents 
every individual as under the cognizance, and 
subject to the controul of Heaven ; And from 

the 
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fluence which npen in authority t^ay have 
ight to use^ iuthe cause of yirtue, .it speaks 
kgistratds^ la particular, as .the miaisters 
d: i\ e, ^s servants acting; under him in pro- 
g; that happiness which is the great end of 
ministration. , When tl^ey depart from this 
ster, revelation, charges them with guiltn 
ands repeniancoy ai^d points out the m#a» 
by which the destructive tendencies of in- 
J and oppression may be corrected, 
lusy saith the Lord God ; remove violepte 
^oil| execute jadgttient and justice.;, tak^ 

ironr exactions from my people/^ ^^t Loose 
nds of wickedness ^ undo the heavy bur- 
let the oppressed go.free; and break eve>- 
se/' *^ X Keep mercy abd do judgment y 
ir meroy and .tni(h uphold the icing j his 
^ is established by righteoutfi^as/' ^. It 
also, the popular effects of such conduct, 
Dntrasts it with thie issue of licentloasiiiess 
ppressiori. ^ % Wheti the righteous is in 
rity, the people rtj*ite 5 but when the 
d beareth rule, the petite mourn*" 

m the certainty of these observations^ and 
any temptations to which mag;istraoy is 
ed, revelation asserts, that a sense of re* 
is the only principle on which their, influ- 

c ence 

e. 5. g. -^ bs. ^. e. t Hob. 19. 0« 

20, 28. I«a. 16. 4. § Pro?, 29. 2. 
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ence can be counteracted ; and prescribes it as 
an dispensable quality in men wbo are to be in* 
trusted with civil power. •* • Provide, out o^ 
all the people, abfe men, sui^h as fear Go^ 
men of truth, hatin§^ covetonsness :** " f ^^ 
men, and understanding, known among yoflir 
tribes, and place such to be rulers over you/' 
^^'For he that ruleth over menmUst be jnst^ m- 
ling in the fear of God.:f 

There is a circumstance in these words, 

which is too important to be overlooked. While 

they strongly mark the characters of men,* who 

may be safely intrusted with civil authoritj, 

they give a solemn sanction to an observatioB 

already made. They resolve alt anthdtity inU) 

the appointment of the people ; and place the 

rights of choice and investiture entirely in them 

* 
But though this be the case, we are not to 

suppose that revelation places the people above 
the reach of government and law. Every indi- 
vidual owes subjection to the slate : and thoogh 
magistracy derives its power from the people^ 
it possesseth also the sanction of divine appro- 
bation. To them, who rule with nprigbUiesSy 
honor, reKpect, and obedience are justly doe^ 
and strictty injoined by the word of God. 

**»Let 

^ JEsod. 18. 21. t Beut 1. 15. % 2 Sam. 33. 1. 



APPENDIX; ig 

^ Let every soul be. subject to the higher pow- 
I; pot only for wrath, but for conscience 
ke. Render to aU their dues» tribute to whom 
ibute 16 due, ci^stom to whom custom, fear to 
lom fear, honor to whom honor." " f Sub- 
it yourselves to every ordinance of man, for 
te Lord's sake ; whether it be to the king as 
ipreme, or unto governors, who are sent by 
sn, for the punishment of evil doers, and t^e 
raise of them who do well/* 

[The Jewish law consigned those who disobey- 

d magistrates, in the exercise of their duty, to 

X imprisonment, confiscation of goods, ba- 

sshment, or death,'" according to the nature 

f their crimes : and Christianity carries its ven- 

patite still farther ; and declares *^ u that 'the 

uord knoweth how to reserve the unjust to the 

lay of judgment; but cbiefy those who despise 

{overnment, and speak evil of digaities." StitI, 

however, religion admits, . that disobedience is 

triminai, only when the power of the magistn^te 

is exercised *' far the pumshtpent of ,evU doers, 

md the praise oftliem xvho do welV* When this 

frrder is inverted, magistrs^cy violates the prin« 

riple upon which it was established ; every 

claim to respect and obedience is cancelled i 

and resistance becomes, not only lawful, but 

c S necessary 

» Rom, 13. 1. 5. 7. f ^ ?•*• 2. 33. % Ezra. T. 26. 
g 2 Pet 9. 10. 
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necessary and honourable. On this f>rinoi|^l^ 
the midwiv^s of Egypt have immoiialured th^/> 
names; the army of SanI will be mentioned ftr 
eferj in terms pecnliarly honorable ; and the 
name of Daniel will be remembered with reve- 
rence^ as long as snn and moon endure. 

Upon the whole, the kingdom of Chrirt 
claims a striet connexion with the kingdoms of 
the world. It challengeth authority over thea^ 
marks distinctly, the duties of every station; 
and injoins the performance of them by its so^ 
lemn sanctions. 

Should it be asked, ^< How far doth tbinooo- 
nexion extend ?'' what hath been oiSered OQttlui 
subject, will help us to a ready answer. It exi 
tends to every measure which can affect tbt 
persons, reputationsji properties, or enjoymenti 
of men. Whatever, therefore, is unfriendjy tp 
human happiness^ or improvement, tends iit 
once to defeat the end of the Gospel, an4 of 
good government! And the neglect or abusS 
of the powers and means by which these may 
be promoted, argues a want of that spirit, wbicb 
the former was intended to inspire, and the UtttO' 
must cherish for its own support. 

. The only circumstance, relative to govern- 
ment, over which religion does not claim coq- 
troul, is the form under which it may be admi- 
nistered. It leaves this as matter of perfect in- 

difTerence, 
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Serenoe^ ^uid, provided the end of govern- 
lent 18 accomplished^ it allows the taste an4 
ircumstances of states to determine^ whether 
leir executive powers shall continue in the 
ttdy at large, be intrusted to a feiv, or resigned 

orlirely into the band$ of an individuij. 

I. 

.Having proceeded thus far, itremaiqs to in. 
aire, in what manner religion and politics are 
onp^cted. However obviousT the answer to 
bis inquiry may appear^ from what hath been 
ir^ady offered, it seems to have been almost 
mi versa! ly mistakea. Though men have seldom 
lenied the reality of this connexion^ yet tbej 
Ave arranged the parties connected in an order 
rhtch reason and the nature of things disclaim, 
md religion must ever abhor. Though politics is 
July a part of morality; and though religion 
^mprehends the whole, and gives it energy bj*' 
ler solemn sanctions, yet the part assigned to re* 
l%ion is subordinate to policy, and the depend- 
IDce to which she hath been reduced, truly 
Ikumiliating- She hath been shackled by forms 
if human device, as if the parent of happiness 
W^s in danger of destroying her favourite issue; 
bedizened with ceremonies, as if such taudry 
ornaments could add to her native beauty; 
fortified by penal statutes, and guarded by gib- 
bets, racks, and flames^ as if the solid argu- 
ipents, on which she rests her claims, and the 

powe^ 
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power of God,— ^tbe only power which she ac- 
knowledges — were not sufficient to prot^and 
support her. 

The effects of this arrang^ement haye felly 
proved that it is not more impious, than it u 
absurd, hnpious it is, because God alone is the 
]igl)t of the understanding, and Lord of con* 
science : And it must be (Lbsurd^ ' as opiaian ii • 
independent, even of him who holds it. It 
owns no influence but that of eridence; ftod 
as this may vary, it will contmually change. 
It is eve7i worse than absurd. It hath sacrificed 
religion to appearances^—realities to a shadow-^ 
by diverting the attention of mankind from tbe 
important matters of the law, with which their 
interests, improyement, and happiness, are in- 
separably connected ; and instead of that mild 
and gentle spirit, which proclaims glad tidings, 
and diffuses peace and joy among men, it hath, 
substituted a d^mon which sounds the trninp 
of war, spreads havock and desolation through 
the world, £^nd deludes the earth with human 
blood. 

Tlie same presumption which hi^th degraded 
religion to a slave, and armed her with terrors 
and death, hath attempted to subject the Deity 
to human policy, and render his power sub- 
servient to the passions of men. Examples of 
this are scarcely noticed in the history of the 

heathen 
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eathen world. From the extraction and cha* 
acter of their gods they seem perfectly natural/ 
^hen we reflect that Mercury was a thief, 
^nd Venus a prostitute^ we cannot be surprised 
bat the one should be invoked in schemes of 
heft and rapine, and the other of debauchery^ 
Knd when we consider Jupiter as the usurper 
rf* his father's throne, and tyrant of Heaven, 
ve are prepared to see tyrants bow the- knee 
)efore him, and regale his priests with smoking 
nctims, whilst states invoke his patronage in 
ud of vioIen(ie and oppression. Here rdigion 
is the natural parent of corruption; and the 
p'ossest enormities take shelter under the ex- 
ample of the gods. 

' . . . • ^ ■ 

Though the character of the true Ood^ is 
widely different from those of the heathen world, 
yet we find the same attempts, which we have 
mentioned, made to. interest him in the cause of 
iniquity. When states have adopted ychemes of 
conquest, whether from avarice, ambition, or re- 
yenge; religion is strained hard to 'justify their 
execution ; its ministers are made the echoes of 
political mandates; and Heaven's loft jf arch re- 
sounds with loud invocations lo God, that he 
would divest himself of his excellence, accom- 
modate his will to the passions of men, and 
bless their attempts to utido his creation, arfd 
defeat the designs of his gracious providence. 

Whoever 



24 APPENDIX. 

Whoever thiuks seriously, for one momeoti 
will perceive that, as this i^ an office abhorrent 
fitmi the nature of God, it is also foundod upon 
a station to which he rises far superior. As be. 
leans not on the feeble authority^ he will not 
stoop to become tile pliant tool of hutnan po^ 
Iicy> or abject slave to passions which he inv* 
planted at first, for wise and gbod parposej^ 
and bath an absolute right to controul and ret 



gulate« 



From these things we may conclude, that 
religion is not connected with politics, as .an 
equal, much less as a dependent. Every argu* 
ment which proves that God hath a right tQ 
govern the world; and that revelation cofnes 
from God ; proves also, that the principles of 
revelation siiould j'egulate the counsels and de* 
signs of men ; and that human lawi can never 
justify measures, which those of God condemn. 

This principle is urged with remarkable 
strictness under the Jewish dispensation. Oa 
1^1 important occasions recourse was had to the 
law, before any im^ibrtant decision in public 
affairs was made ; and, lest magistrates should 
err in their duty, they are injoined to have a 
copy of the law for their private perusal, and 
to devote a part of every day to the study of 
it. ^' ^ When thou art come unto the land» 

which 

* Dcul. 17, 14^ 15, IS, l^. 
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dch the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shall 

ssess it» and shalt dwell therein, and shalt 

j^, I will set a king over me, like as ^11 the 

tions which are about me: Thou shalt, in 

y wise, set him king over thee, wlioih the 

ord thy God shall chuse. And it shall be» 

ben he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, 

tat be shall write him a copy of this law in a 

>ok, out of that which is before the priests 

le Levites : And it shall be with him, and he 

lall read therein all the days of his life; that 

e may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep 

11 the words of this law, and these statutes to 

o them.'* 

The same principle is laid down for the di- 
ection of subordinate rulers, with this addit- 
ional circumstance, " * that in matters of dif'-^ 
iculty, they should have recourse to the priests, 
wjj^ose office it was to expound the law, and 
that the sentence pronounced by them should 
be final. 

The conduct of Israel^ for iriany aiges, waS 
generally conformable with this precept; and 
otk great political emergencies, the circum- 
stances of Which came not immediately under 
the notifce of the latr, the pnests or the pro- 
phets were consulted^ and their roites implicitly 
obeyed. 

d If 

♦ D€U». 17, I, IS, 
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If the politics o? the. Jews were thus sul 
jected to the morality of their religion; does^ /f 
not evidently follow that the same moralit:j; 
under the gospel dispensation) should regulate^ 
with commanding influence, the politics of 
states professing Christianity? This conclusion 
is so just and obvious^ that it canriot be denied; 
and I am convinced it will be adopted in this 
assembly, with that candor and cordiality, which 
its importance justly claims. 

In the strength of this conviction, permit mc 
to subjoin a few plain inferences from what 
hath been discoursed on this subject. And Ist. 
As the kingdom of Christ is not of this world 
—As it did not originate from worldly policy; 
doth not join issue with the passions or prejudices 
of men ; disclaims the aid of violence and op« 
pression; and arrogates tp itself no authority 
but what truth and righteousness should possess 
over the minds and conduct of men : we may 
infer that every attempt to influence belief, or 
regulate modes of worship among men, by 
human policy or power, is inconsistent with its 
spirit. It is a kingdom purely moral and re- 
ligious; morality and religion are personal : 
and the religious belief of every individual 
must depend upon the light in which religious 
subjects are presented to his understanding. 

2dly. As Christianity proposes the happiness 
of mankind as its end, prohibits the violation 

of 
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of his persons character, property, and de- 
nounces its judgments against those who 
counteract it : we maiy infer that every act of 
perfidy, oppression, cruelty, and injustice is 
highly offensive to that merciful and righteous 
God, from whom it derives its solemn sanction. 
If this inference be just, in respect to indivi- 
duals who fill the private walks of life ; it can- 
not be less so, in regard to those, who, from 
more elevated stations extend their influence 
through a wider circle; or states, the effects of 
whose rapacity and ambition, are sttll more 
dreadfully destructive. As Jestis came to sub- 
due' the passions of men, direct them into proi 
per channels, and regulate their influence; all 
offensive wars, for wealth, empire, fanie, or 
even religion itself, are evidently inconsistent 
w-ith his character and dominion. We can ne* 
ver suppose that he would forbid the poor man 
to purloin a morsel of bread, or lift his hand 
against his neighbour, under pain of damna- 
tibii, and yet, suffer the great to plunder and 
destroy with impunity; or states to deluge the 
earth with blood. The thought is too big with 
absurdity to find reception, for a moment, in 
an enlightened mind. 

To us, my revd. fathers and brethren, who 
hiJd the character of ministers, under the tnes- 
siah's kingdom, what hath been offered upon 
this subject, applies with more than common 

d 2 force. 
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force. We have undertaken the di3pensatK)n 
of a trust, the most important which cap be 
committed to mortals'p-A trust, on the dis- 
charge of which, it is universally acknowledg- 
ed, the improvement and virtue of multitudes 
.ciepend. ^Tor do the duties of our ofiice affect 
men $ts indLvidqalst only. • From the connexion 
of religion with politics, and the i^uthority which 
fihe ,cl,aipis over tl^e kingdoms of the worW, we 
^derive a political character highly important, 
and become the dispensers ,of that knowledge 
:wbiQh unfold^ iand ought to regiflat^. their po- 
litical interests^ and patrons of that virtue whi.ch 
alooe jcan secure them. While, therefore, we 
|)oint jLhe way to Heaven in our religious cha- 
ract^er, let us not forget the duties of .the, others 
or the additional weight which love of country 
w^y giy^ to th^ distant prospects of fiitturityt 
Let U9 consider that while true patciptism ^tandli 
on virtue as jt^ base, it rears xt$ head ^bpye tbe 
regions o^.n^prtahty^ and claims an interest ia 
that etecnai world where truth aad righteous- 
ness shf^li reign for ever, without cpntrool: 
And liet us endeavour to infuse into the minds 
of our peqple a ful| persuasion that strict 
honor, incorruptible integrity, and inviplable 
attachment to truth and righteousness, are ab- 
solutely necessary, to national prosperity ; and 
fhat without them patriotism is a bubble, apd 
religion only an empty name. 

The 



The preset^ situation of this opr native coun? 
.try ^ffor<jls ^s but too mwy mel^choly oppor* 
tunities ^i introducing .and iAculcatipg this in- 
detesting truth. While ev^y village xnur^iuv^ 
compjlwits against the cp^rllptio^ of suparioi^ 
^u^ charges the r^presentativfs |of the peaplct 
j^nd the nobility of the oation, with corruptiiQ^ 
yenality^ and evU design^, are pot lye pallis^ 
yipon to remind them that their own meanqes^ 
venality^ and porruption are t^e sources pf all? 
Pq not tb^ repriesientatives derive their ppwerjf 
froo^ $he voice pf tl^e people ? Ai^l doth xko^ 
Ibe pepp!e~'that \exy people whicb PoiioplaM^ 
fQ Jpttjdly— prpstitote its ypipp for a 3inile-««4 
pjpipise^p-n^y, a n^ght^ ^debaupb ? If our dutjr 
binds us to reprove aii4 exhort, surely herf 
reproof and exhortation are loadl^' called for ^ 
und by adniinistering them, iq due season, we 
i¥OU}d ph^ck corruption at its sources, and be^ 
eopa^ the guardians of that liberty which is the, 
pjirent of national prosperity^ and source of 
every earthly blessing. 

Further, we ought particularly to cherish an^i- 
diffuse that liberal spirit in religiori, whiclf 
views the Redeemer as sole Lord in his owi^ 
kingdom ; and al^ christians as his subjects, an^ 
accountable to him atone in religious matters. 
W^ should endeavour to banish that blind an4 
tyrannic daemon which can see no worth, but 
iu the name of party, and under the claim of 

liberfy^ 
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^liberty, is busied only in the forgery of chaiiu^^ 
We have much reason to rejoice and be than^^. 
ful, that the influence of this daemon hath loir>» 
been declining in our country. That it m^^ 
500n be annihilated for ever is an event devoat/p^ ^ 
to be wished! We have lately seen toleratioii 
extend her soothing arms, and offer an embrace 
unkiiown before. Let us rejoice in the pros- 
pect which this opens before us ; and let us 
join our helping hand to extend them wider 
stiH. Since policy hath so far foregone her 
claims over religion, let us endeavour to raise 
the kingdom of Christ to its proper dignity^ 
and reduce its connexion with the kingdoms (A 
the world, to those principles by which it ought 
to be regulated for ever.* 

* I ^avf meotioned in the preface, that this sermoo was 
preached before the G. Synod of Ulster, in June 1781, ^d 
that I thought myself warranted in saying, from the approba* 
lioii with which it was honored, that the sentiments expreasei 
in it, then were the sentiments of that reverend aasemUy. 
That they continued to be so, for many years, is andeniable, 
from their '' Address to Majesty" in 1792, and ** Declaration" 
ifi 1793. That they still are, aod ever will be their sentim^M 
I most earnestly wish, and fondly hope. 

Extracts of the before mentioned address and dechuratioii, 
I shall insert, or subjoin, unless the refqsal of access to, er 
Extracts from> the Synod*s Kecords, abal| be sanctioned by 
that liberal body, and persisted in. 
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HE appearance of Christ is truly worthy 
attention, admiration, and joy, in all its cir- 
imstances. The early period at which it was 
retold, the variety aqd precision of the pro- 
lecies concerning it, the earnestness with 
tiich it was expected^ the nature and extent 
the blessings which it was to diffuse, and 
je astonishing manner in- which it was an* 
>unced, are equally remarkable. 

The earnestness with which he was expected, 
lay be easily accounted for, from the glories 
L which prophecy had delineated his kingdom, 
I to extent, duration, and supremacy; the 
evolutions it would occasion, and the blessings 

would dispense. And the universality of this 
cpectation arose from the successive disper* 
ons of the Jewish people among the nations 
f the earth. In each of these they diffused a 
nowledge of their religion, their prophecies, 

and 
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and the events to which they pointed. And 
this knowledge^ though greatly adulterated^ in 
the imprure channels through which it flowed, 
Vas preserved by tradition, till the coming of 
the son of man-— the seed promised to Abraham, 
in which <^ all the nations of tbe earth should 
be blessed."— Its traces are said to be very dis» 
cernible in the remaining fragments of eastern 
antiquity ; they abound in the earliest monu- 
ments of Grecian literature ; and from the same 
source, some of the finest pictures in Roman 
poetry, seem to have borrowed their brightest 
colouring* 

The character in which Christ was expected, 
equally commands veneration and love. As a 
conqueror subduing nations, bringing thrones, 
dominions, and principalities under subjectioa, 
and establishing an universal empire, he i^ 
pears with unequalled grandeur. But vdiM 
we consider him as founding this empire on 
the eternal principles of justice, extending 
it by truth, supporting it by righteousness, 
cementing it by universal love, and good-wiD 
among men, and blending with its very essence, 
the seeds and the blessings of jpeace; he ap- 
pears in all the charms of native loveliness— 
the image of divinity, and glory of niah ! 

a 

In this last character, he is comraobly exhn 
bited by the prophets 3 and his kin^em deline* 

ated 
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I as a kiogdom of peace. And in allusioa 

k, his birth is announced by Angel$,' as 

dings of great joy/' with circumstances 

oming the gn^atness of the event*— Circum* 

ices, compared with whicb^ the birth-night 

.'eantry of earthly princes^ with all the blaze 

illumination^ the pompous ode of a laurelled 

•Kng, - and the fashionable congratulations 

the gayest court, appear as the mimickry 

fantastic children. An angel bf God is the 

*ald^ who proclaims the nativity, of Sion's 

ig— not to a crowded levee of expecting 

:opfaants in a splendid palace-^but to a few 

iple shepherds, in the fields of Bethlehem ! 

dication sure, that with innocence alonepeace 

n dwell. A light supernatural— Emblem ex* 

essive of the glory of the Lord^iluminates 

e scene ; while seraphs chant the enraptured 

pg ; *< Glory to God in the highest s and on 

Tth p^ace— good-will towards men !*^ 

What were the feelings of the. simple shep« 
s^rds during this scene of splendour and mag* 
Ificence? Fear, curiosity, astonishment, and 
»y, must have occupied their souljs in quick 
iiccession. 

We are told indeed, that fear alone possessed 
hem, on the first appearance of the Angel, 
ind the unaccountable brightness, with which 
hey were . surrounded. ^ " They were sore 
/\ e afraid." 
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afraid." But we may natorally suppose that 
this was immediately dispelled, when the Angel 
thus addressed them, with soothing words, 
^^ Fear not ! for behold, I bring 3'Ott good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be unto aS 
pcopk.'' 

As these words would naturally dispel tfa^ 
fears, they would as naturally excite their c;iiri- 
osity to know the tidings, fraught with good, not 
to a family or nation, but to all people. And 
when they were told that it was the birth of a 
Saviour—^ long and anxiously expected Saviour 
— ^^ Who was Christ, the Lord ;*' and heard it 
.celebrated with seraph*s song ; astonishment 
and joy must have filled their hearts. 

Though these circumstances must have made 
the first ai^ strongest impressions on the minds 
of the shepherds; yet, when the Angels de« 
parted, and the supernatural light disappeared* 
they recollected one less striking, but of great 
importance, concerning which they wisely de* 
termined to be satisfied. When the Angel an* 
nounced the birth of a Saviour, he told them 
that it had taken place in the city of David: 
And, as even this was not sufficiently explicit, . 
he added, . for their satisfaction : ^^ This shall 
be a sign unto you ; viz. that all I have told yott 
is. true— '< Ye shall find the babe, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lyiog in a manger/' 

Had 
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(ad not some such circumstance been pro- 

&d for their future investigation/ they might 

>ably have concluded^ from the . tumultuous 

^tions excited by the veondrous scene^ and 

astonishment in which it left them, that it 

ht be only a splendid illusion, passing before, 

fancy in a dream or trance. But if the 

erstanding could be satisfied, that it was 

^ there was no room for doubt concerning 

rest. They, therefore, resolved to go im- 

liately to Bethlehem; and as it appears, to 

nothing of what they had seen and heard, 

they knew whether a new-born child, so 

rumstanced, coulcl be found there. " When 

^ Angels were gone, they said, one to an- 

fer, let us now go, even unto Bethlehem, and 

this thing which hath come to pass, which 

f Lord hath made known to us. And they 

ne with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, 

1 th^ babe lying in a manger. And when 

y had seen it, they made known publicly, the 

nng which was told them concerning this 

ild." 

The prudent caution of the shepherds on 
is occasion, is not more honorable to them, 
an instructive to -the world. Nor is it to be 
•ubted but the evangelist had a view to such 
3truction, in the minute detail he has given 
^ their conduct. And had it been attended 
I ten thousand di*eams of wild imagination, 

e 2 which 
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Mrbich superstitibti or enthusiasm has fondly laid 
hold of> and published to the worlds as revela- 
tions from God) would have been buried in 
silence, or rejected with contempt. 

Be this as it may, the calm and prudent cir- 
cumspection of the shepherds, in examining 
the circumstances of this astonishing scene, as 
it reflects honor on their memories, so it has 
secured credit to their narrative through ail 
succeeding generations. Convinced as vtre are 
of its truth, nothing remains for us, as matter 
of inquiry, but the meaning of the angel's 
song ; '' glory to God in the highest ; and on 
earth peace— good-will towards men /* and the 
'improvement which we ought to make of it; 
as the professed^ subjects of " Christ the Lord.** 

And surely, no inquiry could con^e before 
us, with more propriety, on the day which we 
commemorate as the anniversary of his birth.— 
A day, which, while many of our profession 
are profaning by riot and debauchery, I trust' 
we are devoting to better purposes. 

But while I say this, I would not be thought 
to give the particular observance of this day 
a place in the catalogue Of prescribed duties. 
Such observance is no where enjoined by Christ 
himself; nor has it any sanction^ that I can' 
find, either from the writings or example of 
his apostles. Still, however, I am convineed, 

as 
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I the obsefTance is kept up^ it is better to 
pply it to religious services, than spend it ia 
issipation, drunkenness, and blaspbemy«-o|| 
practice equally injurious to religion, inconsist^ 
nt with the purpose of a Saviour's ^oming^ 
(nd dishonorable to men. 

In this conviction, let us proceed to the in^ 
juiries already mentioned, a;^ arising from tb^. 
ingel's song. 

In scripture, the phrases " tb praise," an^ 
" give glory," are every where used in the 
same sense. And that this is a song of praise^ 
is evident, from the manner in wbjch it is in- 
troduced, " There was, with the angel, a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising God," 
and saying, " glory to God :" that is, *' praise^ 
be to God," or, " let God be praised." 

Commentators have widely, thongh as it ap* 
p&rs, unnecessarily differed about the meaning 
o/ the words, " in the highest." 3ome refer them 
to the degree of praise, some to the rank of the 
beings offering it, and others to the plape in 
which it is offered. According to tbe first, i^ 
signifies, " let Grod be praised in the highest d^- 
^ee ;" the second, " by the highest orders of An • 
gek;" and the third, " in the highest fleayena." 

I say, this difference seems triflmg and unne* 
cessary; as all the three circumstances, to which 

the}'' 
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they point, arc nearly, if not inseparably, con- 
nected. According to common conception, the 
highest Heavens are the habitation of the most 
exalted Angels ; and from tlie superior clearness 
of their preceptioDs of divine excellence, and 
the sublimity of their sentiments, their praises 
must be expressed in the loftiest strains which 
spirit can conceive, or language utter. 

However, if these circumstances are to be se- 
parated, I am convinced the phrase principally 
relates to the highest orders of created beings, 
or Angels. In this I am confirmed by the man- 
xier in which it is expressed in the original, as 
connected with the last phrase in the verse, 
which undoubtedly ought to be rendered, 
« good- will among men.** The song would 
then {stand thus : ^' Glory to Qod among the 
highest : and on earth peaee«-*Good-will among 
men." And the meaning is plainly this; that 
in the birth of mess^ahj^ foundation is laid for 
everlasting praise among the heavenly hosts, 
and peace and goodwill among men on earth. • 

That the appearance of messiah was an event. 
^ which had engaged the attention, and given' 
- scope to the ministration of angels, from the 
earliest ages of the world, we cannot doubt> as 
many of the promises and prophecies* concer- 
ning it, were delivered through them. That, 
they did not fully comprehend the great scheme 

to 
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be executed by him ; or the manner in, and 
bans by, which it was to be actoraplished, till 
ey saw them in the event, we have strong rea-' 
ns to believe. To this we are led by the decla^ 
tron of the apostle Peter : " Into which things 
le angels desire to look ;" that is, . the things 
hich the. prophets had foretold, and the ac- 
>mplishment of which the preachers of the gos- 
pl then reported to the persons, to whom the 
postle wrote. 

On the supposition of this their ignorance, and 
h it alone, their curiosity, or desire, to look 
ito the things concerning Christ, can be ac- 
bunted for: And by this curiosity, they would 
e incited to trace the hand of God, through aU 
is dispensations to the posterity of Abraham, 
iU the promised seed appeared* 

In this pursuit, the varieties of fortune, wbicli 
hey experienced, their divisions among i\\em^ 
selves, their dispersions iitid captivities, whii^h 
requently threatened their extinction as a na^ 
:ion, and spread a shade of improbability over* 
dbe face of prophecy, would all appear before 
them, and the removal of this, by the full ac- 
complishment of what was foretold, would enli- 
iren their sentiments of wonder, devotion, and 
joy, and give new animation to their songs oif 
praise. To see all the rarious links of prophecy,"^ 
ipontinuedin one 4ininf errupted cha^in^ tbrou^ 

1600 
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I600yearsj terminating in theeveatof a ma<^ 
ment-^to see all improbabilities swallowed up iu 
certainty — and the hidden things of ages icradU 
ated by a lustre, bright as the glory of the Lord; 
must have raised admiration to the highest, and 
dictated a praise equally sublime ! 

Nor would the directing hand of sovereign 
wisdom^ in conducting circumstances to the ac- 
complishment of this momentous event, display 
more clearly the steadfastness of the counsels of 
God, than the happy revolution^ to which it 
was preparatory, would exhibit the riches of 
his grace-«-grace to a world, long involved an 
wretchedness, through the blindness and cor- 
ruption of their own hearts, and their unnatoral 
barbarities, one to another. 

From a circumstance already mentioned, in 
the character and office of angels, .we cannot 
suppose them ignorant, either of the character 
or condition of men. By them, as waa ob-^ 
served, many intimations of the will of Gpd 
*were communicated. . With accounts of thes^i 
the old testament abpunds, from begii^iing tQ 
^id. Hence they are characterised ^s *^ mi* 
nistering spirits, who minister to tbo$e who 
shall be heirs of salvation." In these miaistrar 
tions, they must have become acquainted with 
the miseries of man, and all the soorcesfrom 
whicl^ they spring. And as Jo]i> imroducc^ 

them 
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them as witnesses of the. first cre^on^ and 
** shouting for joy/' when the morning stars> 
in harmonious Order^ proclaimed their marker's 
praise— As they were no strangers to him, ii^ 
his natire state of innocence and peace—and 
DOW witnessed the appearance of Messiah, king 
of righteousness, and promised prince of peace 
and love ; man must be an object fimiiliar to 
them, in all the yariety pf dignity and mean- 
ness, innocence and guilt, happiness and misery, 
through which he has passed. 

Nor are we left to suppose that their feelii^ 
for him are less sensible, than their knowledge 
of him is clean Love is the character, the life» 
and the spirit of Heaven. And where love is, 
misery must call forth the sensation of sorrow ; 
Emd the prospect, or contemplation of happi-> 
ness excite joy. Accordingly, our Saviour in- 
forms us, " that there is joy in. the presence of 
angeis, on the repentance of a sinner/' There 
mu^, therefore, be sorrow on the apostacy of 
a saint. And if the conduct and fateof an in- 
livid tial can excite even the weakest emotion 
IB heavenly minds, the wickedness or recovery 
—the misery or happiness of a world* must be 
m object infinitely more affecting. 

If this idea he jast, as it appears rational, 
ivhat must have been the feelings of angels,* for . 
Ihe degeneracy and wretchedaess of man, fallen 

f from 
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from his native dignity^ and lost to innocence ! 
They had sreen him rise from his maker's hand, 
with form erect, countenance elevated towards 
Heaven, . and the image of divinity imprinted 
on his soul ! They had seen him enrobed in 
native innocenpe^ an(l rejoicing in conscious 
integrity ! They had seen him, also, become 
,yain in his imagination, entangled in the mul- 
titude of his own inventions, enslaved by cor-, 
ruption,! and groaning under the chains of guiit 
and wretchedness : They had seen him at en- 
mity with God — at enmity with himself— with- 
out pedce«^without hope-^and without a com- 
forter I ' • 

In exact proportion to the compassion and 
sorrow which these gloomy scenes called forth, 
must have beep the joy of angels on the ap- 
pearance of a Saviour fraught with. the tidings 
of salvation, the blessings of peace, and the 
seeds of benevolence and good-will among men. 
And as this Saviour was the messenger of Hea- 
, ven— the spontaneous gift of the father's love— 
for the redemption, recovery, and reconcilia- 
tion of an enslaved and distracted world, ge- 
.ncrosity and devotion must have jointly in- 
spired the angelic song of gratulation and 
praise : " glory to God among the highest > on 
earth peace y good- will among men ! 

What 
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^hat was thus a subject of praise and con-, 
ulation to angels^ who were only the mes- 
;ers of glad tidings to others, should surely 
t subject of gratitude and joy to men— men> 
rhom this peace was proclaimed> and among 
>m, good-will^ as its parent, was to be che-* 
ed for iiver. 

.^hat we may see this with clearness, and 
n the improvement to which it leads, let us 
r consider the extent and importance of the 
.pe here proclaimed. 

^eace with God is the foundation of human 
)e, and human happiness. This peace is 
resentedUn scripture, as violated by idolatry, 
I every kind of wickedness. . The former is 
led enmity against God, as deposing Iiini 
m his sovereignty, and placing an idol in 
stead; the latter, as violating his sTuthority 
1 withholding that allegiance which is due to 

n, as Lord of the universe. Peace with him, 

• 

?refore, is restored in the one case, by re- 
liming men from idolatry, to the belief, ac- 
lowledgment, and worship of him alone, as 
the only hving and true God;" and in the 
tier, by turning them from their iniquities 
to the paths of righteousness. As these ef- 
cts were eminently produced by the revela- 
on of Christ, and of him alone, he is empha- 
cally called " our peace •/* and the apostle 

f ^ declares 
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declares, that, *' we have peace with God, 
throagh our Lord Jesus Christ.'^ 

In this particular, the extent and importaoce 
of the peace proclaimed by the angels, is ob* 
Tious and amazing, it reaches wide as the be- 
lief of tlie gospel has been, now is, or ever will 
be. It is important, as the first principle of 
true religion, with all the blessings of which 
it is productive. And how great that import- 
ance is, we may easily judge, by comparing 
the state even of the faiost ignorant nations of 
the christian world with those who sit in dark- 
ness — *^ who know not God, and obey not the 
Gospel." But what shall be its importance, 
when its extent shall become wide as the ba* 
bitable world I When the fullness of the heathen 
shall become the inheritance of Christ, and 
tlie uttermost parts of the earth his possession I 
When enmity shaU cease, and the universal 
prevalence of the gospel shall unite the hearts 
of men in peace with God ! 

This leads us to a second circumstance im- 
plied in the peace here announced ; that is, 
peace among men, in the exercise of that wor- 
ship, of which God is the only proper object 
In the heathen world, nation had been sepa- 
rated from nation, through all ages, by the 
diversity and opposition of their religious rites, 
and the objects of their devotion. Hence in 

their 
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eir contests, not only men were considered 

at war with men, but gods with gods. Be- 

reen all of them and the Jews, this diversity 

a:s the sonrce of mutual contempt and enmity^ 

om an abuse of the precepts, by which the 

ed of Abrabam were enjoined to avoid inter- 

>urse with them, " lest they should be cor* 

ipted by their example.'* Every heathen was 

rohibited from their society, till he became a 

onvert to their religion; and even then, he 

ras not admitted to a fullness of communion, 

le could neither hold an office in their temple, 

tor be admitted into its inner court. Circum- 

lision, the seal of t|ie Abrahamic covenant, 

vas a never-failing source of enmity and re« 

)roach. Without submission to it, no heatliea 

:ould be admitted into religious communion. 

This mark of distinction, though necessary 
for a time, yet invidious from its abuse, was 
abolished by Christ; and-Jewand Gentile united 
by his gospel, in community of religious riglits, 
equality of privilege, and the bonds of peace. 
The view of this recqpciliation given by the 
apostle Paul, in opposition to the Judaizing 
teachers, who argued for the continuance of 
Mosaical distinctions, is equally just and ele- 
gant. The quotation is long, but should not 
be overlooked. " Remember,*' salth he to the 
converts from thp Heathen at Ephesus— '* Re- 
member that 2/^y formerly Gentiles in the flesh, 

called 
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called uncircumcision, by that which is called 
circumcision in the flesh, made by bands, were 
at that time without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to 
the covenant of promise; having no hope, and 
without God in the world : But now in Christ 
Jesus, ye who were formerly afar offi have been 
ipade nigh, by the blood of Christ. For he is 
curpeace^ who hath made both one^ and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition be- 
tween' us, having abolished in his flesh, the 
enmifyy the law of commandments j in ordinances^ 
to make in himself of twain, one new man- 
making peace; and that. he might reconcile 
both unto God, in 07ic body, by the cross, hav- 
ing slain the enmity thereby ; and came and 
preached peace to you, who were afar off, and 
to theni who were nigh. For through him, we 
have both access to the father by one spirit. 
Now, therefore, ye are^o more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God.'* 

Important as these tvvo particulars are, there 
is a third of equal, if not superior importance, 
implied in *^ the peace" w^hich was sung by 
angels in the fields of Bethlehem*— I say, supe-^ 
rior importance ; as, without it, neither peace 
with God,^iior harmony in his worship, can 
be enjf^ed or subsist. That is, peace among 

the 
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le individuals^ neighbourhoods, and nations 

* men, founded on mutual and universal good- 
ill. 

God is the common father of the universe : 
le nations of jft^en are his family op earth; 
id consequently, connected by th^ relation of 
rethren. To. him, therefore, they can never 
nite in the devotion of children, while their 
earts are alienated from each other by envy, 
nmity, and strife. Nay, virhile they are stran- 
ers to that mutual good-will, which is the pa- 
ent of peace among men, they must be inca- 
lable of that love of God, which is essential to 

■ ■ « • - 

lis worship. This seems to be the meaning of 
he apostle^ John : If any man say, I love God, 
,nd hate his brother, he is a liar ; for he who 
Dveth not his brother, whom he hath seen, 
low can he love God, whom he hath not seen ! 
ie who loveth not, knoweth not God ; but he 
A^ho dwelleth in love, dw^Ueth in God,, and 
jrod in him.'*. On this principle, that love and 
peace among men are essential to peace and 
acceptance with God, our Saviour appears to 
bave founded tHe following precept. '* If thou ^ 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there remember 
that thy brother hath aught against thee ; leave 
there thy ^ift, before the altar, and go thy 
way: first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift." Thus it is, that 

.as 
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as the 'seeds of peace are sown in the ^k^ctrines 
of Jesus, the services of h\s religion are its 
restoratives and guardians among men. 

That this peace is one great object of Mes- 
siah's appearance is further evident, not only 
from the warmth with which tha:t love is incul- 
cated, from which it springs ; and the declara- 
tions, that ^< love is the end of the connnand- 
xnent,'* and *^ fulfilling of the law; but from 
the practice and instructions of Christ lumself, 
and the instructions of his apostles to all the 
churches. " Peace be to this honse,*^ was the 
introductory salutation, with which he sent bis 
disciples to all the femilres of Israel. ** Have 
-peace orje with another,** was his instroction to 
themselves; and " peace be unto you," the 
words in which he addressed them after his 
resurrection. The declarations of the apostle 
areV " God hath called us to peace. The fruit 
of the spirit is love and peace: and the king- 
dom of God is not meat and drink ; but righte- 
ousness, and peace, and joy in the ho>y flphrit" 
Hence arise the precepts which they iticidcale: 
•* Let the peace of God rule in your hearts: 
keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of 
ftSLce : seek peace, and ensne it; and, as mndi 
as in you lieth, live peaceably w*tti all men.** 

. These, and a thiHisand other passages;, clearly 
«hew, that the spirit of Christianity is a spirit of 

peace. 
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:e. And the last 'plainly demonstrates^ 
** the way of peace/' into which its author 
e to lead us, extends to ^' the ends of the. 
h/' and that the good-will from which it 
ngs, embraces the whole family of men : . 
t it should not be limited by country, di- 
ce, or complexion— l;ly modj^;9 of religion, 
forms of government: and that the political 
;ion of a natural enmity between any hations 
societies of men, is blasphemy against na-> 
:e, and nature's king. This is admirably 
iistrated by the example of the benevolent 
$us. The compassion of his heart, and the 
mnty of his healing hand, were as ready for a 
unararitan, who worshipped the calves of Jero- 
3am, or a Roman centurion who adored. the 
aemons of the nations^ as the poor and afflicted 
f the bouse of Israel. And in his commis'* 
ion to the apostles, he sent* to alt> with the 
idings of salvation, the doctrine of peace. 

Nor are we left to suppose, that the blessings 
of peace, , and obligations to pursue it, are 
confined to men as individuals. Nations are 
represented in the glowing language of pro- 
phecy, as objects of Mefssiah's peace, and 
actuated by its spirit. Thus saith Isaiah: " He 
shall judge among the nations, and rebuke 
many people : and they shall beat their swords 
into plough-shares, and their spears into prun- 

g ing 
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ing-hooks. : Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation ^ neither sh^U they leam war 
any more*" 

The effects of this haeppy revolutidfi, i^hefl 
wars shaU ti^se,, andt the swolfd of violence be 
sheathed for ever— ^Wh^n the savage fyranC sh^ 
lay aside hrs ferbcity^ , the timid slave be radsed 
to the dignity and privileges of man, and the 
streets of sociat intercourse enjoyed by alf, ht 
security d»id repose, are elegantly psltnted in 
another passage, by the hand of the same mas- 
ter. " The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the teopaird shall lie down with the kid, 
and the calf and the young lion, and the fttt- 
ling together ; and a little child shall te^d fhem. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed ; their 
young ones shall lie down together ; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the suck- 
ing child shall play on the liole of the asp, and 
the weaned child shall put his hand o» the 
adder's den. They shall not hurt nor destroj 
in all my holy mountain: for tiiie earth shall' be 
full of the kfiowledge of the Lord^ as the wnteff 
cover the sea/* 

What a delightful scene is here exhibited, in 
the glowing language of prophetic ardor^ as 
characterising Mesmh's reign ! A scene^ where 
under the bold and expressive figures of the ra- 
vening wolf dwelling with the lamb> around 

whose 
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)se fold he had prowled fot prey; and the 

ther^ ferocious tyrant of the mountain^ Ijring 

m with the kid— the lion, savage m&n»chrf 

hill, eating straw with the ox, and herding 

ti the calf and the fatling-^and fhe bear of 

rock, forgettif^ his ferocity and grwAing^ 

ling with the cow«-«wje are taught to look 

Fard to a period, when rapine shall cease, 

^ressiou be no niore^ violence unheard of» 

confidence, harmony, and peace^ esta- 

bed among the nations««-And when the haiid 

the assassin, and the envenonied toilgue of 

secret slanderer, gptly repnesented by .the 

er lurking in hj^ den> shall jiot dare to 

ind even the sucking child \ . 

... ■ 

i'hus have I endeayoi^red to point Oiit the ex- 

; and importance of the peac^ on earth, of 

^ Messiah wa^ the messenger and the fonn* 

\. I h^ve sl^ewn, from the indisputable tes« 

miy of tlie bible^ that it implies reconcilia^ 

i tq <?od, ^^ th^ on]y object -of religious 

"ship ; unipn among men^ in, the ^njojrment 

digioui rights, eq^uality of religiQus privilege, 

1 tt^ bonds of love \ and the establishment 

jgoodwill^ harmony, and peace among all 

individu^s, families, pei^boiirhoodii^f and 

ioQS of the world we inhabit. 

%% From 



52 APPENDIX. 

From these circunistances3 taken together, I 
trust it is evidenty th$t the prospect opened by 
the birth of Messiah, was sufficient to inspire 
Angels' With admiration, and Joy^ warm the 
hearts of men with gratitude, wd unite t|iem 
by goodwill, . . 

. But while we rejoicje iij the prospect, and 
admit the solidity of the principles, on n^hich 
angels sung 3 we must feel astonishment and re- 
gret, that a prospect so pleasing has never been 
fully realized^ 

■ 

It i? true, for upwards of three hundred 
years after the publication of the gospel, the 
mutual affection of christians, and the peacea- 
bleaess pf their dem^aqour, were subjects of 
wonder, eygn to their enemies: But no sooner 
was thfir .religion connected iyi^b the polities 
of kingdoms, and the intrigues of statesmen; 
a,nd their priests seated among nobles^ and rank- 
ed with thp pi'i^ces of the earth • than the bond 
of union was. broken, the ipild spirit of religion 
swallowed up by ambition, and the light of the 
gospel converted into a firebrand' of discord. 
That the passioris of individuals had introduced 
personal dispute?, before this period, the apos- 
ties inform US; but ths^t these ever affected the 
public harmony, we have no reason to believe 
However, from the days of* Constantine, in 
>vhich thp honors apd emoluments of the state 

were 



r 
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"Were connected with 'party or office in the reli- 
gion of Jesus, down to the present^ peace has 
been interrupted in. the christian world ; and 
the lust of power/ riches, and pleasure has. been 
stronger, not only than the obligations of reli^- 
gion, but the. ties of Mature. Of •this, the his- 
tory of fourteen hundred years is a £<intinu.ed 
testimony; and the preseut' moment is >nr!^n-' 
liappy demonstration. In all the>.religiotts. con- 
tests which, have distracted nations, and termi- 
nated so often in scenes of blood, the religion 
of the state, and not the religion of Jesus, has 
been the subject, atid the love of power, pre- 
eminence, or riches, the leading principle. 
And whatever party prevailed, sufficient -care 
was taken to humble the vanquished, sink them 
into insignificance, and brand them with infa- 
my. Nor can we attribute this spirit, eidu^ 
sively, to any church, sect, or party. It has 
uniformly diffused itself through all, and opera- 
ted in all. Of this, the lands of our nativity 
have afforded melancholy, but undeniable ex- 
amples. During the reigns of the Stuart fami- 
ly,' all parties were favoured in turn ; and as 
power changed sides, catholic burned protes- 
tatit, protestant persecuted catholic, and the 
presbyterians in their momentary triumph, de- 
nied toleration to both. In later periods, we 
see the same scenes acted in all their parts. 
We see Scottish presbyterians proscribe episcor 
pacy; English episcopalians exclude presbyte- 
rians 
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irians from the honors and oSictB of the state ; 
imd a tcipn of the same 6took, transplanted to 
Ireland^ shedding its banefal in&ifince orer the 
fnipsbyterians^ w^ first -gave that stability to its 
i»oo(, which has clothed its branches Aviih fhiiti 
#f gold. Andy over ail» we seei the 4eyoted Car 
(holies bound down with the twisted chains of 
mental dartneqi^ fmd oorporal incapacity/ bf 
« body of JawSy which humanity vi«ws with 
horror^ justice reprobates^ and roligioa pro* 
ftpunoes occur se(L 

^iescsd Jesus ! are these the fruits of that 
peace on earth«*^hat goodw,KU among men*^ 
ih^4;eed3 of w})ich thoU earnest to sow ? , No 1 H 
They have sprung up in thy £eld, fioni tbf 
Unc^ which the enemy sowed> in the night of 
jdarkqesj^^ while men slept* Thanks be to Qod { 
that darkness is no mo^e ; an4 mep have ^V9^kr 
ed frow the plecp of torpid, indolem^e. Ths 
^awi) Pf knowledge opens wpon thfeif underr 
standing* and their hearts 4tre warmed by ^ts 
enlivening rajopi. The poisonous pls^its are fd- . 
ready known by their fruits* and eine the day 
reaches iti^ meridian brightness^ they shall tie 
plucked up by the roots, bound up in bundles • 
and cast into the fire* Then/ aqd not till then« 
will the prophecies of God, . and the prospects 
of angels^ be realized among ustv-^Then wiU jea* 
lousies cease, discontents vanishs animosities be 
extinguished, and the pure spirit of the gospel^ 

unadulterated 
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ladmlterated by the politics of the world, 
ftrm us into mutual kindness, restore lis t<> 
nfidence, and soothe ms mto peace* 

The same causes^ which have rendered the 
ace qftlit gospel an empty name and banished 
from among chrisdans^ have hitherto preven- 
d the extension qfthe gospel to the other nations 
'the world. The covetousness, rapacity^ cru- 
ky^ and violence of the professor^ of christian 
.4yy have universally caused the name of God< 
\ be blasphemed among the heathen^ and the 
ligion of Messiah to be rejected. 0£ this we 
ive many instances in the conquest of Ameri-* 
ir by the Spaniards -, and it is not improbable, 
\»X succeeding generations will be informed of 
\e like barbarities, practised by our own coun<* 
ymen, in the eaat ; though few of them have 
»en yet published* among us. These enormia- 
es, while they strike us with horror, and cover 
umanity with a blush, enable us to assign a 
»60n, why the knbwkdge of the Lord hath 
Df yet overflowed the earth, as the waters 
over the sea-: and at the same time convince 
s, that the peaK)e of the gospel can never p re- 
ail among men^ till the passions^ the poliVical 
iterests, and the domineering spirit of retigi- 
us party, be swatl^w^ri up in the ocean of uni- 
ersal goodwill. 

If 
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. If prospects may be tru&ted, that blis&fulpe-< 
riod is at hand^ even at the* door. One. great: 
and enlightened nation has burst the chains of « 
prejudice and slavery, disclaimed the idea of 
conquest for dominion, opened the temple of 
liberty for all religious denominations at home, 
and sent forth her arms, not to destroy, but res- 
tore the liberty of the world, and extend her 
blessings to all who dare, and by daring, de- 
serve to be free. Tyrants already tremble at 
her name; while oppressed nations exult in her 
success, receive her sons with gratitude and joy, 
and unite in her cause. Happy ! thrice happy 
the people, whose rulers may become wise, by 
the lesson whichN she has been obliged to write 
in letters of blood — Where the ear of the prince 
may be open to the voice of humanity reciting 
her grievances,* and supplicating redress ; and 
the necessity and horrors of revolution preclu- 
ded, by seasonable and radical reform ! That 
this may be our case is the prayer of my 
heart. That national " justice may roll down 
as waters, and' righteousness as a mighty 
stream"— that civil pains and penalties, on ac- 
count of religion, may be abolished forever— 
and that equal liberti/--^egnal privilege, sokd equal 
protedtldn; rti^y henceforth, be th6 portion of 
all the people ; unite them in the bonds of in- 
liolable brotherhood ; and perpf^tunte their at- 
tachrnent to their ki?ig and constitution, by a 
community of interest in the peace and prospe- 
rity of their country ! 

From 
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*rom the yiiews which bare been giren, of 
peace to be introduced by the gospel^ and 
causes which have hitherto prevented its es- 
lishment and extension, «the improYement to 
icfa itileads is plain and obvious. 

That peace on earth ; that is^ among all the 
mbers of the great family of men, who inha- 
it, is an end of the gospel, we have clearly 
n. And that it affords the means, and enfor<* 
the daty of obtaining and preserving it, in 
i principles which it prescribes, and the mo^ 
^s it supplies, we cannot deny. We have 
n also, that this peace has been prevented or 
itroj'ed, by the inordinate passions, and un^ 
itifiahle practices, both of individuals and na- 
ns, through every age, and in eVery country, 
ith regard to the whole, the enquiry of the 
Q&tle James, and the answer which accpmpa- 
e$ it, may be justly applied : ^* Whencfe come 
irs and fightings among you ? Come they not 
«Qe, even of your lusts. Ye lust, and have 
>t ; ye kill and desire to have ; ye fight and 
W, yet ye cannot obtain/* 

If this be founded in truth, and supported by 
cperience; and if the peace of the gospel be 
a object of desire, these lusts should be res- 
ained, in order to attain it. \ If the covetoui*' 
ess, ambition, cruelty, and haughtiness of 
len, have been the parents of strife, oppressi« 
n^ bloodshed^ confusion^ and every .evil work, 

h in 
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in families, neighbourhoods, and nations/ let 
these be rooted out, and moderation, justice, 
and humility, planted in their stead, and peace, 
with all her blessiiigs, will immediately follow. 
The native offspring of the gospel ax€t, patience, 
forbearance, gentleness, goodness, and tempe- 
tance, and her genuine fruits, peace arid joy. 



• I 



Hence, then, an obvious improvement of 
the subject before us. As christians, as men, 
?ind members of the state, we should mortify 
and subdue our selfish,. turbulent, and ambiti- 
ous passions^- We should restrain the malevo- 
lence of our tongues, and withdraw our bands 
from secret fraud and open violence«^we should 
retract every falsehood we have uttered^ rtake 
reparation for the injuries we have done, and 
candidly acknowledge the offences we ha\^e 
committed against our brethren, that they may 
return to us, in the spirit of forgiving meekness, 
and restore us to their confidence, esteem, and 
love. In like manner, in whatever v^e have 
been injured or offended, sasoon as our olTend- 
ing brother shall make reasonable reparation for 
the evil he hath done us, or becoming acknow- 
Tedgmerit 6f his offence, we should cordially re- 
ceive him with the arms of forgiveness— We 
should immediately '* pat away all bilternes? 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, iind eVil- 
speaking, with all malice; and be kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven us," 

A second 
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second improvement of this subjeet^ of no 
[1 importance, arises from a melancholy cir-t 
iStance> which the wise and good have long 
Tved, and deeply regretted : that is, viola- 
s of friendship, and disturbance of peace. 
veen individuals, families, and neighbour- 
ds, without injury or offence, actual or in<* 
led, on the part of either. This arises 
1 attention to an order of beings, in the form 
nen, called in scripture, " busy-bodies, tat- 
f, or tale-bearers. They are to the mind of 
I, nearly the saihe as vermin to the bodies of 
bes, which, at first tickle, but in the end, 
€ and torment.** It has been observed also, 
the greater animals are phiefly infested by 
nin ; and that the leanest and feeblest havQ 
greater number. The same is observable 
nig men. The great are perpetually haun-^ 
by tale-bearers ; and if one can be found of 
eble understanding, and n^eagre brain, they 
$ter round him>. and tickle his ears with en- 
liums on his own import^ce, till they gain 
littance. Hence, they may be justly com- 
ed to a noxious insect, which is said to enter 
ear of the rein-deer, eat its way into the 
in, and prpduc^ madness. These tattlers 
generally animals of little judgment, and 
; goodness ; but of considerable cunning, 
I unbounded malice. They can pervert what 
y hear, misrepresent what they see, and call 
a creation of falsehood, on occasion, to serve 
xrp. So early as the days of Moses, their 

h 2 character 
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I 

ehamct^r ftemns i6 hate bi^ett ^veil , known, and 
their oecttjmtioti sb odioofi, that it wdB strietly 
ibrbiddeii to the people of Israel. " Tho» shait 
not go up and down as a taiie-'bearer ; Dleither 
shalt thou stand against the blood of tliy neighs 
bbur/^ They appear^ likewise to have cr^pt in, 
very early, anfiong the first christians. Th6 
apostle Paul describes them as worthless* vaga" 
bonds, ^ idle, wandering about from bouse to 
house, and speaking things they ought not." 
And Peter classes them with ^' thieves and mw- 
derers." Even now, we have reason to believe, 
that some such there are. The jealousies, 
strifes, and enmities, which so frequently sepa- 
rate friend from friend, neighbour frdni neigh- 
bour, and family from family ; and inftamelar- 
g€ur societies with mutual jealousies, apprehen- 
sion, and anknosities, clearly prove it ; if we 
can believe the testimony of thfe wise Sbkmvon. 
*' Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out, 
so, where there is no tale-bearer^ strife ceaseth. 
But as coals are to biitrning 6oaIs, and wood te 
wood ; so is a malicions man to kindie discord. 
The words of a tale-bearer are as wounds ; they 
go down into the chambers of the belly. For 
a froward man soweih strife, and a whisperer 
separateth chief friends." 

From this circumstance tire hnprovemcot H 
obvious. If we value the peace, which we have 
been considering, as we oughf ; and from a sense 
of its importanccj wish to preservie it-^If, for this 

purpose, 



ppose, vre are willing to acknowledge the ef- 

ices we have committed, and repair the inju- 

s we have done; and in order to iSecure it, 

ep a watch upon onr hands, our hearts, and 

r tongues, in aH tinae to come ; should we not 

:ewise, shtit our ears against the poison of the 

mderer, the malicious whisperer's artful tale, 

le base insinuations of the cringing sycophant, 

id the false representations of the officious par- 

zan ? Keason says, '* it is right*'— Prudence 

lys, " it is our interest**— Religion says, ** it is 

ur duty'*— and experience proclaims, with ten 

fiousand tongues, that ** if we do not, jealou- 

ies, discord, and strife will reign for ever— that 

leaven-born peace will be eternally banished' 

rom the society, and soothing comfort from the ' 

learts of men.*' 

Let us then, be determined tQ obey their uni- 
ted voic^. Let us no longer listen to the tale of 
malice> or of art, which tends to deceive, to ir- 
ritate, and inflame; and by representing meti 
as enemies to each other, to convert ^them into 
such- For if this be our duty, where the mis- 
representation extends, only to an individual, 
or a family ; it is, if possible, more than duty^ 
where it goes to calumniate and vilify, not only 
a neighbourhood, but a nation ; by caluniny 
and falsehood, to revive and inflame mutual pre- , 
judice, jealousy, and contention; and, under 
their influence, to perpetuate oppression, slave- 
ry, and wretchedness. 

Such 
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Sach are the slanders^ now and lately circula- 
ted among you^ against ivhich your, ears should 
be shut, and your hearts double-fortified. The 
subject of these are the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land-— /Are^ fourths of its inhabitants. Ye are 
told by malicious and designing men^ that they 
are not only " ignorant/' but " incapable qf liber' 

tyr 

The latter part of this assertion, is a libel oa 
human nature^ and blaspliemy against God ! The 
wretch must be equally lost to religion and 
shame, who dares assert that God is so weak, 
or so wicked, as to form a nation of men, insen- 
sible to the first right of humanity, and incapa- 
ble of enjoying it. Nor is the former part of the 
assertion less false, than the latter is impious. 
That there should be ignorant catholics is not 
wonderful, when we consider that they have 
been so long shut out from the means of know- 
ledge, by the laws of their country. The high* 
cr ranks have been excluded fi-om the benefits 
of our university^ unless they renounced their 
religion ; and what inducement could the man 
of lower station have to enter on the pursuit of 
knowledge, while the laws of the land forbad 
him to look up to the honor of a private tuition, 
or even subordinate station in a public school ? 
Yet, under all these discouragements, the ca- 
tholics have refuted the charge of ignorance, 
and proved its falshood. Nay, they have lately 
exliibited specimens of knoTvleige, learning, 

and 
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i liberality, on reviewing which^ their accorn^ 
^hcd and curable calumniators should blush^ 
d hide their heads. 

However, my friends, this charge 6f Catholic 
torance and incapacity is only for your ears, 
le same lips convey to them a different tale, 
ley are told, with great affection and regret, 
that their abilities and their merits are well 
own : and that they ought to share the bene- 
s of the constitution in common with their 
ethren ; but that such is the igiiorance, bigo- 
f, and illiberality of a great majority of the 
otestants, that nothing can be done for the 
.tholics, without offending them'^ 

:Now, who constitute this. great majority of 
rotestantss meant by them, not only in Ulster, 
It in Ireland ? Presbyterians I Are ye presby- 
rians then, such ignorant bigotied, and illiberal 
retches, as those double-tongued tattlers, first 
ttempt to 7nake, and afterwards represent you ? 
i^ith yon it lies, either to justify or refute tlie 
harge. And be assured, such charge lies 
gainst you. I speak not on the authority of 
lie rumor. "It has been made in my own hear- 
ig, again and again. 

As the tale I have mentioned, is addressed to 
'Our folly, I shall now take notice of one ad- 
Iressed to your fears. . Ye are told, that " the 
:atliolics are combining against yoii, medita- 
in^ the overthrow of our happy constitution, 
md preparing to embroil the nation m war/' ' 

, • Th^s 
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This is as false, as any part of the foroieci 
Notwithstanding the sage prognostications of 
our wise masters, all their proceedings are legal, 
orderly, and peaceful. And at this moment^ 
they are supplicating-^humbly and dutifully 
supplicating'— his Msyesty, for a redress of their 
grievances, and a share in the blessings of tbe 
constitution, which, would bind them to tbeir 
country, by interest as well as affection ; and 
they are looking^ with imploring eye, for your 
intercessory voice in support of their prayer, 
which would unite them to you by ties of gra- 
titude. ^ 

There is yet another suggestion, founded od, 
and addressed' to, your jealousies aind your in- 
terests. That is, " that the restoration of their 
rights and liberty would abridge or destroy 
T/ours.^* 

This is absurdity too gross for any thing above 
idiotism, or childhood, to swallow. Are your 
fields less fruitful, or your harvests less abuh* 
dant, because those of ^our catholic brethrea 
share the benefits of tbe enlivening sun, refresh- 
ing showers, and dews of Heaven, in common 
with them ? No ! Nor would your liberties be 
injured, if slavery were banished fnom the earthy 
and, not only your catholic brethren, but the 
whole human race, as free as ye are — or, injus-^ 
tice ought to be. Liberty, like the light of Hea- 
ven, though extended to infinity, is not dimi- 
nished 



• 
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ed in its influence. No individual is depri* 
of its blessings, though ten thousand times 
thousand share them with him.. He who 
5 you the contrary, may as well tell youj 
t 'Mf the sun shine on catholicst ye must 
e in darkness i" or, <* if the heathen be given 
rist for a possession, ye must become out- 
ts from ttie family of God.** . 

These are only a few of the political forgepes 

the busy-body ^nd slanderer, at this eventful 

)ment. But they are such glaring instances 

the baseness of bis heart, and the venom of 

i tongue, that they could not be overlooked ; 

pecially in a case so nearly connected with 

mr honor and your interest. And from their 

rcct tendency to create alarm, jealousy, and 

strust in the hearts of man, and consequently, 

eaken the confidence, endanger the peace, 

id destroy the comfort of society, I hope they 

ill be sufficient to enforce the necessity of shut- 

ng your cars against every ngialicious tattler, 

nd treating him and his fictions,, with the con- 

^mpt they deserve.. 

% 

I meant to have mentiorred some farther im- 
jt'ovement of the subject before us; but, as I 
ear Ihave already trespassed on your patience, 

shall omit it for the present. 

I shall, however, take the liberty of adding, 
hat I have been thus diffuse, from the fall con- 
dction^ that all I have said is implied ia the sub- 

i ject 
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jcct before us— A subject, as importaTit a? eTer 
employed tl^e song of angel, or the tongue of 
man. And I have applied it to our present si- 
tuation, because I am convinced 4t is my duty, 
when the ear of' the ignorant and the simple is 
poisoned by feisehoed, ^nd their hearts enve-* 
nomed by malicious- insinuationsj-— When the * 
oppressed catholic is inflamed agaimrt the pres- 
byterian, as the enemy of his rights, and oppos- 
cr of his claims;' and the criedulous presbyt^ri- 
an is made to fear that his throat is about to be 
cut by the harmless cathpli.c, wittvwhom hqhas 
lived iti the habits of intimax^y and goodwiU,. 
fi'om his earliest infancy— when the public con- 
fidence is actually destroyed, by the groundless 
outcry, " that the public peace is iu danger." 

But believe me, my brethren, the public 
peace, and the public purse, are in more danger 
from those who originate such alarms, than 
from all /he catholics in the kingdom put together^ 
Who are they ?-— I will tell you, in few word% 
Tvho they are. — ^They are the official heirs and 
successors of the very men, who, less than jiinelif 
years ago, represented to queen. Anne, that your 
forefathers were eneniies to her government, 
and a dead weight on their interests s tliat al- 
lowing them the rights of ni.^n^ and thQ benefits 
of the constitution, would destroy both church 
and state; and who procured, by their outrage- 
ous clamour, tiie continuance of the infamous 
test-ac«, which excluded the presby terians from 

every 
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y trust, honofj and office of the state, 
/e tliat of a petty constable. At that peri- 
feVeVy calumny was levelled ^gaiiist tliem 
cli is now poitited at the cdtholids ; and eve- 
Jarm sounded, which now disturbs the pub« 
niud. And dll this was done by a faction, 
ch now arrogates the hftif title of ascendency 
y the placemen and penlsioners 6( the day- 
corrupt corporations, and a numerous body^ 
)se office is so venerable, and name so sa- 
J, that it would be deemed impiety, to men- 
1 them ; with a venal train of sycophants 
expectants, gaping for the spoils of the 
Jic. 

-<et me now ask you ; were the repreifetitati- 

of thei^e men founded in troth ?— Ye know 

y were not ! And I now tell you, that the 

orts so industriously circulated, of danger 

nthe catholics, with which the weak and the 

orant are alanned and terrJfied', are equally 

;e. They are worse than false— tliey are in- 

ious ! They are circulated, not only with a 

w to inflame your minds against your bre- 

^n, but to divert you from seeking-^^humbly 

i constitutTon^lly seeldng— that reform of 

vernment,. which would deprive iihetr authors 

the spoils of oppression ; but would raise 

ur country to prosperity and 'happiness !-=-- 

reform, without which the cathblicd must 

ntinue slaves in their- native Ikrid ; and ye-- 

Tu the proudest among you^r-httxt nothing feft 

i2 to 
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to boast of, but the exclusive honot of being 
drivm to market once in seven years y and having 
your honor, your understanding, your consci- 
ence, and your allegiance to your country, 
which ought to be sacred, publickly disposed of, 
by your londly nnasters : v^hile your drivers are 
goaded on by some more powerful dependent 
on a foreign influence, which, behind the cur* * 
tain of state, manages the springs of your poli- 
tical puppet-show. 

To accomplish this, national jealousy, dis- 
trust and division are.absolutelv necessarv: and 
all these rumours are forged and circulated to 
excite and diffuse them. Treat such, therefore, 
with contempt.' Let them not blind your un- 
derstanding, bias your judgment, or corrupt 
your hearts, so as to inHame you against bre* 
thren, who desire to be united with you, in or- 
der to swell that voice, with which 3*e may dc- 
fnand your long violated rights and liberties. 
Vnion is, not only the bond of peace, but tbe 
foundation of power, prosperity, and happiness: 
and union can have t^o place between the perse- 
cutor and the persecuted, the oppressor and 
the oppressed, the tyrant and the slave. I^et 
these distinctions then be dpneawaj'^; and the 
evils of which we conoplain will vanish with 
.them. Say ye, with the firm, but respectful 
tone of free-born subjects, ** they should be done 
away, and, the blessings of government extended 
to all with equal hand." This, as 1 hope to prove 

ou 
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a a future occasion, it is my duty to inculcate, 
3d yours to do. At present I shall only men* 
en, that the relief to which it points, is the 
^ill of God ; and, as we have devoted this day 
5 religion, that it alone can render the services 
if religion acceptable lo him. *^ Is not this the 
ast that 1 have chosen,** saith the Lord, " to 
oosethe bands of wickedness, to undo the hea- 
ry burthens, to let the oppressed go free, and 
3reak every yoke ? If thou put away from the 
midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of tlie 
fmger, and speaking vanity: then. sfhall thy light 
break forth as the morning, and thinj^ health 
shall z^pring forth speedily; and thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee; the glory of the Lord 
shall gather thee upT Then shalt thou call, and 
the Lord shall answer: Thou shalt cry, and he 
will say, here I am/' 

Let these bands of wickedness then be bro- 
ken, which bind dowD our catholic brethren to 
contenxpt, slavery, and wretchedness— Let 
their heavy burthens be undone, and their yoke 
broken : then shall the light of our prosperity 
break forth as the morning ; the blessing of God 
shall unite us* as brethren; and we will have 
cause, as far as our country is concerned, to ce- 
lebrate the accomplishment of that happy revo- 
lution, which angels sung, in prospect onlj' : 
«* Glory to God, among the highest — op earth 
peace— goodwill among men." 

Preached 
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Preached to the presbyterian congregation of 
Portaferry, December 25, 1792. 

• 

N. B. The specimens of reports, &c. ivhioh 
this sermon presents, s^ord sufficient evidence 
of the yileness, villainy, and cruelty, of the 
alarmists of the day ; and the consequent dan* 
ger of interfering with them. Yet these reports 
are but a specimen of the least alarming and 
dangerous rumors. ' On several occasions, the 
presbyterians and catholics were alternately ter- 
rified with the apprehension of being murther- 
ed, in their beds, by each other, to such a de- 
gree that many spent sleepless nights in the 
fields. Written papers, of the most atrocious 
tendency, were also ptsted on the doors, or 
thrown into the yards of <:hapds and meeting- 
houses, on nights between Saturday and Sun- 
day. One of these, found in the chapel-yard, 
near Portaferry, about this time, and traced to 
an origin, not catholic, I hate in my possession, 
of which the fdlowing is a correct copy. 



TO 
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TO THE CATHOLICS 

or THB 

BARONY OF AR.DS. 

Gtntlemcih 

■ • 

/ have beerf, for these some years a most 

attcniive observer qf tlie opivHons amt actions qf 

t/^ pro test ant s qf tliis our kingdom towards usi, and 

J think I am a perfect master of our history ^^fyr 

tJiese reasons I take tiie liberty of (^ering w^ ad^ 

vice to you, and I canuiitk truth assert it is tbead-^ 

vice qf a man whose forgathers bled most freely^ in 

cur cait^e > and aUhoitgh I liavc hst by the fate of 

war, their large estates, yet I luive not lost, tlie 

feelings qf iheir hearts or tlieir attachment to onr 

li^ly rcligion'^llie advice I intend to give you mil 

be short, hut before I give it I will make somje ob^^ 

servations tq yovL, the truth of i^hi,ck I defy any, 

man to deny y How. comes it that tlie Presbylerianjf 

arc so fond qf us now, or rather appear to be sa 

fond of vs^-because tliey want tp betray us-^king 

Qeorge the tlUrd> wJiom God Almighty bless, haji . 

been tq us the best friend thai ever sat on the: ' 

throne of England^ and titese roilen Itearted Pres* 

byterians want us tajoin t/tem and assist iri ruin-' 

ing him our best friend^^I beg of yon to look at th^ 

ruins of our forts and castles in every part of the 

country that they deluged with tiie blood of ourfore^ 

fathers^ I beg of you to remember liotq they used 

tlmir kifig and us when tlicy zvere in p6wer. 

BemcmbeT 
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Bcmember iJie horrid murdersi of Island MageCp 
where these blood thirsty Presbyterians spared nei-* 
ther man, woman, or child, and then think mi 
their impudence to come and insult us with offers of 
friendship'-'Can there be a man amongst its so fool- 
ish as to he duped by such offers, can tliere be a 
man amongst ics so forgetful of his religion as to 
accept of them f if there is, I beg of him to take 
one steady look at that hypocritical villain Dixon^ 
and if the blood of a true Catholic runs in his 
veins, his heart will inHantly tell him, that such 
another black moutlitd Presbyterian was the mur- 
derer of his grandfatlier, and instead of friend^ 
ship with a villain let revenge be the grand object 
of your life : roe have now a double reason /or re- 
venge, first to revenge our king that they want us 
to assist litem in destroying, wlio has been ahvm/s 
eur best friend, for which reason they liate him, 
and secondly to reve?ige ourselves on the only sect 
of Protestants that have ever been our real ene- 
mics,*^some amongst you may not be acquainted 
with hisfoiy, but all of you must have lieard of or 
felt the cruelties of the Break of day boys, who 
' were they ^^ they were rank Presbyterians i when 
our defenders stood forth and protected us, they 
(Presbyterians) JUd and durst not meet us in the 
field-^now when they dare not meet us as Break of 
day boys— they come like the hypocritical Dixon, 
the black hearted Cochran, the smooth insidious 
Sinclare, or that double faced mountebank Por* 
ter, to offer ns their friendship. Heavens ! are we 
so lost to every honourable feeling as to have aty 

kind 
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I of friendslttp with a set of piopH Wto mUf^-^^ 

d our forefathers and destroyed our fortunes. 

I few indeed have saved their property hj/ turn" 

to the church of flnglandy but the difference 

^een that church and ours is so little^ that I for* 

f fliem^ as I am sure all the church of England 

:t be our friends, and I am sure they must be 

enemies of the Pj*csbi;terians ; for these black 

rted villains would destroy bbth the churclies of 

Tie and England if they could — / therefore my 

thers advise you to stand true to king George 

thirdy and our younger brothers of the church 

England; if you do not the Presbyterians ivUl 

the same herd they hatb dme in France, mu^^ 

^ our good king, his friends, and all the Ca*- 

)lics, 'djestrx>y our Priests, chapds And altars^ 

d totally overset our holy rpligioh' '^hy standing 

tie to the king toe toitt be safe, we toiU get aU we 

iMy and be a fitrppy people; Mfr is my advice and 

implore the Almighty to turn your hearts against 

e Presbyferimis our pretended friends btit re At 

lejnics. 

bowN. A mm mPENDnn, 
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SERMON III. 



Tim. II. 5. 16. 17. All scripture is givtn by inspiration of 
God, (md is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for ^corrtC' 
tion, for instruction in righteousness ; that the man qf God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 



T 



HAT all scripture was given by inspiration 
of God, we firmly believe. That it became ne- 
cessary, from the degeneracy of man into igno- 
rance, error, and sin ; that its design was to 
teach, reprove, correct, and instruct him in 
righteousness ; and that it contains a perfect 
system of precepts, the observance of which 
would secure his happiness here, and lead him 
to happiness hereafter, we cannot deny. 

, In these particulars the chnstian world is near- 
ly agreed : and protestatits have universally 
pleaded for, and supported, the principle, 
" that the bible is the only infallible rule, both 
of faith and practice.'* 

This principle necessarily implies, that the 
doctrines and precepts of the bible extend to, 
and comprehend, every part of human duty, 

and 
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1 every relation from which it arises ; and 
iseqiiently, that its principles, reproofs, and 
tructions, should be applied for the corlrec- 
1 of every error, and every sin, which may 
d man astray, or impair that happiness^ to 
ich wisdom is the guide, and of which virtue 
he parent, and religion the guardian. 

This is so plain, that it cannot be disputed; 
I from it another consequence directly fol- 
^s. This is, that the more enormous any sin' 
in itself, destructive in its tendency, or ex- 
slve in its effects, the more it ought to be ex- 
>ed by the doctrines, and checked by the ' 
iroofs and corrections, of religion. 

[n these principles and consequences, consi- 
ed as abstract propositions, we are all agreed, 
t such is the perverseness of man— such the 
'tisd attachment of every individual to his 
n prejudices, passions, and pursuits, that he 
iiks they should be exempted from an univer- . 
law, and the denunciations of religion level- 
against these sins only, from which. he is 



This partiality, if indulged, would put an 
1 to all reproof, correction, and instruction 
ighteousness ; reduce the Scriptures, though 
en by inspiration, to an empty name 3 and 
ve iniquity to range without restraint. Nay I. . 
would leave the sovereignty of God, over 

k2 . ' the 
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the conscience and conduct of men, without an 
advocate, and remove all opposition to the in- 
crease and perpetuity of safari's kingdom.. For 
so far as iniquity, of any kind, is suffered to 
pass unnoticed, u^reprovedj^ and uncorrected— 
so far is the end of revelatioa defeated, tbe 
cause of Heaven abandoned, and the usurpa- 
tions of satan, not only tolerated, but encou- 
raged. 

Hence, it is tbe duty of the Ministers of re- 
ligion, as watchmen of souls, stewards of the 
manifold grace of God, and guardians of truth 
and righteousness, to observe errors and iniqui- 
ties, as they rise; to expose them in their des- 
tructive tendencies; to display their enormity 
and guilt; and to reprove and correct them 
with freedom and boldness. The coqimissions 
to the prophets are one continued proof of this; 
aud the language of the apostle Paul is, " preach 
the word ; be instant, in season, out of season, 
exhort and reprove, with long-suffering iind 
doctrine ; and rebuke with all authority/' 

That til is. preaching, exhortation, .and re- 
proof should extend to every sin, and every 
transgression of the law of God, cannot be de- 
nied And that no rank, order, or office of 
men, is exempted from, or placed above, them, 
J shall afterwards prove, not by doubtful dispu- 
tations, but the decisive testimony of the word 
of God, and the facts il recites. 

To 
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To an attentive mind it must appear surpri-z 
ng, that such proof should be necessary ; as 
he very supposition, that any man is above the 
eproof and correction of religion, or any action 
>eyond their reach, implies, that such man 13 
ibove the authority of God, and such action be- 
(Tond the controul of his law. Yet, that such 
proof is necessary, we cannot doubt, while the 
interference of religion and its ministers is bold- 
ly condemned, in tjie mosit important concerns, 
not only of life, but of truth and justice. These 
are, where the duties of men, united in soci- 
ety, and placed in the relations oigoticrnors and 
governed^ 7Jiagistrates and people, come under 
con^deratioQ. Though all allow that the per- 
sonal duties of temperance, sobriety, and chas- 
tity — that mutual love, fidelity, and order in 
families— ^and even justice, truth, moderation, 
friendsliip, charity, and peace, in a town or 
neighbourhood, s^hould be rjecommended and 
enforced, under the sanctions of religion ; and 
every violation of them exposed, reproved, and 
execrated, with all the terrors of damnation, 
though their effects are confined to individuals, 
or extend only to a few fiunilies;'yefc, when 
power is abused by governors, and those who 
act under tbem, to the purposes of partiality, 
oppression, rapine, corruption, and violence, 
till whole nations are distracted, plundered, and. 
enslaved ; and every right of man presumptuousfi 
]y trampled under foot; the abel^tors of slavery 
and .corruptip^ maintain^ that religion should 

stand 
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stand by, as an idle spectator ; and that all her 
exhortations, reproofs, and instructions in righ- 
teousness, should be burled in slavish silence. 
In other words, that religion and her ministers 
hiive no concern, either with the duties or inte- 
rests of men, as members of a state ; nor any 
right to interfere with the conduct of rulers, and 
the affairs of nations. 

Groundless and absurd as this position is, 
when applied to that religion, of which God is 
the author, and the Bible the statute-book ; it 
must be admitted, asrestin^r on somethincr like 
Folidity, in respect to political religious esta- 
blishments, created, protected, and supported 
by states. Of these, kings are the head, policy 
the only principle, and political influence the 
end. For such, therefore, to claim authority 
over rulers ; or their ministers to expose, re- 
prove, or correct, the corruptions^ usurpations, 
or profligacy, of governments, would be unpar- 
donable presumption, ajid political blasphemy. 
Sliall the creaiure say to the Creator, *< I have 
power over thee ; thy ways ^re evil, and thy 
doings unjust r" No, surely! or shall the priests 
and the levites, who minister in the tabernacle 
of the state, and wax fat on the sacrifices of the 
people's substance around its altars, lift up 
their voice against the oppressions, which raise 
them to fceats among the princes of ,the land ? 
This never has been the case— nor can it ever be 
supposed possible, till principle become strongti* 

than 
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iaii poliq/y and religion be rescued from tlie 
xean, drudgery of a political engine. Till this 
eriod shall arrive, the voice of the priesthood, 
'ill be the echo of the prince— his will their re-. 
gio]i — his power the object of their slavish ve- 
eration—and the measures of government will 
e the standard of devotion. The father of 
lercies will be solicited, in prescribed formsy to 
ecome partner with the oppressor, the plun- 
erer, and the assassin, oftng-tions; and when 
[liquity, rapine, and bloodshed prosper, Hea- 
en*s lofty arch will resound with impious thanks- 
ivings, and blasphemous praise. 

All this is natural and consistent. As admir- 
rs of consistency in others, let us, therefore, 
xamine the religion, not of the state, but of the 
ible, that we may see what it leaches, and 
vhat consistency requires of tis who profess to 
relieve it 

That 2/ considers all men, andof 'every rank ^ 
IS subject to its controul — that it directs its pre- 
cepts to ally and that it censures the violalloa 
)f these in all, vf hetlier princes, priests, or peo* 
)le, I nov^' yassert, and shall endeavour to prove, 
)ot by doubtful disputation, but as already 
nentioned, by the decisive testimony cf the word 
f God, and the facts which it recites. 

The first fact to be adduced is so extensive 
:hat it could not be compressed into the bounds 

of 
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of a sermom. That is, ttrat the great body oF 
the Bible is almost mtireiy paliticaL Of thfs, 
the prophetic writings, from beginm'tig to end, 
are one continued lestimony. They scarcely 
contain a single exhortation, precept, promise, 
or threat, addressed to men, as individuals, or 
members of a family j bat as statts, or ftations. 
And, whenever they descend to particulars, it 
is to denounce the tyranny of kings, the cor- 
ruption of governments, attd the unprinciplei 
connivance and rapacity of priests and prophets. 
This is so plain, that any man who has read 
them, if not more than half asUepy could I0t 
avoid seeing- it. To them, therefore, wlio can 
ready 1 seriously recommend them. And if my 
recommendation be attended to, I am sure the 
profit will more than repay the trouble ; and the 
fact, which 1 have mentioned, will appear un- 
deniable. 

The next fact is, " that the bible interferes 
with affairs of government, by the precepts 
which it gives for directing the conduct botlj of 
magistrates and people, governors and govern- 
ed, in the discharge of their political duties. 

In proving' this fact, I shall present yoti titily 
with the language of the Bible ; aftfir one very 
short observation respecting isi custom, iti it al« 
luded to. 

In early stages of society,' fiistgistrfttdl are g&- 
nerally deuornVw^led^ ** the elders, or aacients 

of 
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of ^the people ;" beeituse»' ^lefore wifi t?qg beeami9 
g^eral) and regular ^ forms of. ed^catton- wer« 
iati^du^bd, old mee^ Hivbos^ m^igdotti was^ mf^ 
tared by expeariepcei uniYftrs^Uyl/aqfced in that 
imporli^ut cbkaract^r. And^that Justipfi might 
bfe:speedily ad ttii nipped: in eferj dity, Which 
was^ in itself n: distinct state^ they sat in th9 
gates,. fr0nat midriiing till nigbti todispense it to 
all, whd went: aiH and. eslmein^.i.Hfitee ^y«y 
precept in the bible, commanding the " exiecut 
lion of judgxnent^nd justice in i(iB gates/' tis iCo 
be con^ideredy as- ^d/»si/oefj^ directed taith^ gxM 
vernors and rulers of the people. 

By ^n oliservlitfKtn^i ye are to exanune aikd 
jiidge of the pfctoeftttand jpemarfcs which foUoiif. 

, f5 Rob not the poor, because. he !» poor ; nei- 
Jtber oppress the ajfflioted in the :§(itt. For the 
i>ord will plead their cause, ?ind spoil the soul of 
those who spoiled them. , Take away the Wick- 
ed from bqfore the king^ and his throne shall 
be established in righteousness. A^ a roaring 
lion, and a ranging bear, so is a picked f uler 
over the podii jfieoplei The prince, who 'Want- 
eth ufiderstantfmg^ is also a great oppressqr- 
The king, by ci{i(faieousni8SS, establisbeth (hie 
land ; but he, who receiveth gifts, ovfuthrowoth 
it. Scornful men bring .a stale into a snare ; but 
wise men turn aw4y wrath. If a ruler hieark^fi 
to lies, all his servants will be vricked. The 
king, wbe fakhfutbf juidgttb tbd poor, lua 

I throne 
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throne sh&fl be establislrecl for ever. Open fSf 
momh'^ and jadge righteously/ and 'plelKl the 
caase^ of ctie "poor and needy: Jhdg^ir and . 
6fliiers shalt >thpu make thee, in (M t%gates\ 
throughout 4hy tribes:;, and they sbaM judge the 
people wtth just judgment . Thou sh^t. not 
wresrt jidgment ;. thou shalt not respect pejrsons; 
ndthertake a^gift. For o^ gift doth blind the 
eyes of the k/v\se;- and perrern the words. of the 
righteous; l*h«it which is aUd^dter Juat then 
6halt foitowi thUtlum mayest live,' and mlterit tin 
iunjiy :vrhietlr the' Lord thy God gi veth i!bee." 

** Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers ! 
Bive ear tpn^^^the law of /the Isardi ye people ! 
JLearn to do ^wellv ^^'JH^gneiitf^^eHeve iht 
oppressed. Execute true judgment, and shew 
Itirtcy add cdtnpassion, ^eve'i^'man to Ms Sro- 
ther; ind bppreS;^ nbt (He strafrfger, nor th* 
poor, and feij tiona 6f ybtt rhidgijie evil' in hk 
'hedri agai?i^t%is brdthef: 'Spe^k ye the' frutW; 
every man to his rteighbbiir, antf' e^tectife the 
judgment of peace and'Trutk in ybur gates/* 

•J Th^sfe .'ftre" a few of the genera} instructions of 

•the JB4bIe, which^ shew that, rer>gion prescribes 

tlie duty'of pnnces^ asvW^ll.as^of the people. 

Aftd fram"them we inighv safely conckidej that 

*hiiratithorityy mid tM dtify of <k0r'4tackersa, extend 

to both. Hawever, we shaU next see, thattbis^ 

conclusion does hot reM otv ffmeral precepts and 

remarks s but tbttjthe bfble' ia prescribed % 

''•'--' • God 



APPENDIX. 83 

himself y as the standard by which kings are 
rfe, abd princes gove?*n ; aAd that it is the 
of the teachers of religion, where her prin^ 
r 9/e set aside, and hpr /?r(fcqK>/^ violated, to 
prove,. CQfrect, and\in$truct in rightcous- 

SS. 

fie first part of this position requires drily 
passage to establish it inanK>f esrbly. " Wh^ 
f art conje into the landi which the Lord 
God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and 
: dwell therein, and shalt say,^I will seta 
; over me, like as all the nations which are 
it me. It shall, be, when he sijtleth upon 
throne of his kingdott), that he shall- write 
a copy of this law tii a book, oiit oiT that 
ik i^ before the priests the levites. - And it 

I be with hitn^ aqd.he shall read therein all 
days of his life; .that h^ may learn to fear 
Lord hia God, to keep all Jhe words of this 
^nd these statutes, to do theipr— That his 
t be not lifted up above his brethren, anil that 
urn not aside from the commandmenty to tfie 
t handy or to the left: to the end that he 
r prolong Jtiis d^ys jp his kingdom,^' 

kS this passage is pj^rfectly decisive, and es- 
ishes beyond a doubt, the autlw)rity of the 
of tfod over kfrigs and governments; we 

II now take noticie of some others, which 
>in the teachers 6f religion to reprove and 
rect tbeiF departure from its principles of 

12 eternal 
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eternal and ioinnutable justice ; : and display tb« 
integrity, freedom and boldness with nvlvicb 
tbey discharged their duty. 

To this purpose, the commission given to 
Jeremiah is perfectly iii point. *^ Gird up thy 
loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that 
I command thee: Be not dismayed at their 
£aces, lest I confound th^ before them« For, 
behold ! I have made thee this day a defeoced 
city, and an iron pillar and brazen walls; against 
the whole land, against the kwg^ of Judab, 
against the princes thereof, against the priesls 
thereof, and against the jp^pie of the land. And 
they shall fight against thee^ but shall not pre* 
vail ;* for I am with tbee, saith the Lwd, to 
deliveyr thee/* , 

The commissiou to Isaiah is perfectly similar: 
*^ Cry aloud, spare not 5 lift up thy voice like 
a trumpet, and shew thy people their transgres- 
sions, abrf the bouse of Jacob (the rulers of the 
people^ their sins/* 

Ezekiel was sent to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
with denunciations against his pride, oppres- 
sion,, and cruelty : And the following was his 
message to the rulers of Tyre : " Son of man, 
say unto the prince of tjTUS, thus saith the 
Lord God, because thine heart is lifted up, and 
thou hast said, I am a God, and set thine heart 
9s the heart of Qgd^ and h^st defiled thy sanc- 
tuaries 
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uaries by the multitude of thfne iniquities; 
;herefor^, I will bring forth a fire from the midst 
^f thee: it shall devour thee : and 1 will 1>rin|f 
thee to ashes upon the earth, in sight of all them 
that behold thee/' 

The commissions of the other proptoeti arfe 
expressed in like terms, and uniformly point to 
the same objects: and the following passages, 
among a multitude^ demonstrate the honesty 
and boldness, with which tli<^y discharged their 
duty. 

** How is the faithful city became an harlot ? 
Righteousness lodged in it, but now murderers: 
Thy princfes are become rebellious, and comr 
panions of thieves; Every one loveth gifts, and 
ifolloweth after rewards." 

*' As for my people, children are their op- 
pfessors, and women role over them. O my 
people, they, who lead Ihee, cause fhee to €rr\ , 
and destroy the watj of thy paths. The Lord 
will enter into judgment with the rulers^ of his 
5>eople, and the princes thereof: for ye hlv6 
eaten up the vine3'ard ; i\\e spoil of the poor is in 
your houses. What mccui ye^ that ye bemt my 
people to pieces^ and grind the faces of (lie poor ?'^ 

** Wo unto them, who decree unrighteous de- 
trees, wd wril^ ^rievoiisness which they have 

prescribed! 
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prescribed ! lo turn a^de tfie iieedy from judg- 
ment^ and to take (iiocfy jtfie ri^ht from ihe. poQV 
(fmypeopky 



I 



•' Surely the princes are become foolish ! tUe 
counsel of the zoise counsellors of Pharaoh is be- 
come brutish P' 

" Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye 
scornful men. who riile this people, which is in 
Jerusalem : because ye have said^ we Jiave 
made a covenant with death, and with hejl 
are we at agreement : When the overflowing 
scourge shall pas3 through, it shall not come 
unto us; for we have made lies our refuge, 
and under falsehood have we hidden ourselves. 
Tbereforc, thus saith the Lord, judgment will 
I lay to the line, and rlgj^jijteousness tq the plum- 
met, and tJw hail shall sweep away the refuge of 
licsy and the waters shall overflow the hidiog- 
place. Your covenant with deaths shall be rf/x- 
^nnulled, and your agreement with hell shall not 
Stafid. When the overflowing scourge shall psetss 
through, ye shall be trodden down. For this is 
a people robbed and spoiled : Th^yarefor a prey, 
find none saith, restore.^* 

-• 
" Among my people are wicked men : they 

lay waif^ as they who set snares— ihey set a 
trap— they catch men. As a c.age is full of birds, 
so are their houses full pf deceit: thercforj^j 
they qrciljecoinc great and waxen rich. They are 

waxen, 
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^€71 fat— they shine ! Yea, they overpass the 
leds of the wicked. They judge not the cause 
^the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the 
rtist? of the needy do they nt)t judge. ' These 
e the men who devise mischief i and give wicked 
^nselift the stated 

i^';^x;Bph9ld,the princes of Israel! eVery one- 
ithin thee:ar.e §et to shed; blood. / In the midst 
\ thee hs^ve ihey dealt by oppression. In the# 
:e men wl^o c^rry talea to shed :blood» ' 1ft: 
lee they jhave .taken gifts ; and thou hast gree- 
ily gained of. thy neighbours by .extortion, 
■hy princes are like wolves raveniog. for prey, 
'he people of the lanid have used oppression, 
nd exercised . robbeacy i . and have vexed the 
PtOT and needy*" ; 

^ Hear this, 0*{)rlests! Hearken, ye house 
)f Israel ? antl give ear, O house of the king! 
xectite jitd^nieiii ih the gates." 

" Hear.this^ ye that swallow up the fteedy, 
iven to make the poor of the earth fail. Woe 
d the bloody citv ! it is full of lies and robber v: 
ktie prey departeth not. The princes within 
liei*,' are roaring lions : her judges are ravening 
vvblVfes. Spoiling and violence are before me ; 
and-tfifere are that raise tip stf^ife z.nd contention. 
Therefore, the law is slacked, iind judgment 
doth never* go forth, *for the wicked dolTi com- 
pajss the rijghtebus. The prince demandeth, 
and the ju,dge asTteth for re^vcird; and ihe great 
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man utiereth his mischi^ous cUs^c : so- thtg 
wrap it up among tlian t none calleth for jus^ 
tice, nor any pleadeth for trutii. They tmgt 
in vanity^ and speak lies. They, conceive la\vt^ 
chiefs and brin^ forth iniquity. The act of 
violence is in their hands. Their feet ruo. ta 
evil, and they make haste to shed innocent 
Is^cl. Tiieir ihoiights-are tlioDghts of iniqui- 
ty 5 wasting and destrnclfott are in their paths; 
The way .of peace they' know not. Therefore' 
it judgmexit far frcn> us^ neither doih justice 
overtake us. We wait for tight, bet behold, 
obscurity j foif hriglitnesi^ h^i we walk iii dark- 
ness* We. roar all like bears j and n)ourn sore 
tke doves: We look for judgment,- but there is 
none — for ddbieramej b«t it 5s -far from us. 
Judgment is turned away backward?,' and jus- 
tice standeth afar off j truth is fallea hi ibe 
street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, tmth 
faileih; and hCy who departeth front evil ^ is ac^ 
counted mad. And tlie Lord saw it ; and it dis- 
pleased hiin that there was no judgment.** 

The scenes exhibited in these few passages^ 
are equally affecting and instructive. They 
present us with a melancholy picture x)f the d^ 
pravity of rulers, and the abuses of govern* 
ment : and at the same time, they clearly 
prove both the right and duty oi the teachers of 
religion to reprove their tyraufiy, oppression^ 
and cruelty ; and display the integ;rity and 
boldness with which that duty was discluurged. 

Taking 
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skwg. it lor :grantiBdr that ihhey iAre rafficrent 
tbe^ purf>p^a» I ishall irow fMroceed qne 
/iWtUer^ Rr>d. slifew> Hi«4 by vnrtae oF 49i^ 
^1^, tXiey liirc lifcenffiw to ©trfoilce the abolitiort 
lese op^re»k>{i^, . penalties amd paiAs^ .if^hich 
ler gjtMierninepl^ Mh^via inflkited^' ittd vtili 
blnoe ki force. 

ouchmg the Kovise of -the kine of Judab. 
.li'par ye the word of th^ Lord, O iMMisie 4)f 
rid; thus saith the Lord, execute judgment 

j|>eop}^ mid^ ikliwr him ibxi( is^ sp^1ed*vut Qf 
hmuk }of ythe i^resfor s> le»t nrjrfnH^ rgbonti 
) fii^^/iaQd i)!iirn: that none ^caniqMvch ify 

* Thus saith the Lord, go down to the king 
fjudah and say ; . heu> the. wsutd of die L^d, 
jcing of Judah) Mom, and thi/ sertmtiJts^ mi^ 
\fiesfile,^&gKimS^ judgment mnii nghtepamttiss, 
i*deUv:dr tke ^^poilesd out of the iian^ of 1^ 
pressor: do no wrong, nor violeiMie^ Dot 
wi innocent blood.** 

X^Jsm^ sayings iyere addrdiB^, iwt to tkt 
kr^oTiiifi but to the people %\so ; "fAsmly^^w^ 
I that they had a rigkt, and that it waa^ theiv 
fyt» interfere in ji^half -.of the oppressed ; and 

the Wdest ^uppostCiot), io petitim^ for ti»ir 
iff. And as tikf$ :indq)ence oC dke peopi^^ 
d the fear of incurring difficulties^ freqiienl« 

. m 1/ 
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\y JpreVciit their doing right j aod induce them 
to plead ignorance, in excuse for their neglect, 
the following passiage may be quoted with gi^at 
propriety. ** If thou forbear to deliver them 
that are drawn unto death, and those that dre 
r^dy to he slain : If thou say, beliold ! we 
knew it not: doth not he, whq^* knowel*h the 
hearty consider it : And he, who keepetb the 
soul, doth he not know it f And shall he not 
render to every one accg^rding tp his deeds ?" 

. . " ■ .. . - t * • 

« The foUowing examples extend farther still— 
they go ta prove the interference of the teach- 
ers of reKgion, by the command of God, not 
only . with ^ the jconduct of rulers in respect to 
the people ; but the. condlct of kings and 

kingdoms to each other. ^ . . 

..■•** * • • 

. Relioboani) having 'raised an hundred and 
eighty thousand min, to make war against Je- 
roboam, to whom the* ten tribes had revolted, 
was prevented by the interference of Siiemaiab, 
a prophet 

Three years afterwards, Shishak, king of 
Egypt, ' marched against Jerusalem, with a 
prodigious army; find, als the sacred historian 
informs us, ** because they had transgresfed.** 
Sbemaiah again interposed, and charged the 
king and princes with their iniquities ; on which 
they reformed/ and Judah was saved from des- 
truction. 
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ksa, king of Judah, bribed Benhadad of Sy- 
to break a league with the kihg of Israel, 
which Hanani, the Seer, severely rebuked 
!, and charged him with foolishness* 

^oshaphat, king of Judah, reproved and 

'meted by Jehu, .son of Hanani, visited his 

gdom, reformed his* government, and 

irged the judges of the land to avoid partialis 

and. oppression.' The principle on which 

enforced the charge, deserves particular at- 

ition. " Take heed*' says he, ^* what ye do; 

• ye judge, not for many but fur the Lord^ 

f is present in the judgment.*^ 

Eliezer reproved Jehoshaphat, for joining 
^th Ahaziah, Jcing of Israel, in an unjust 
ar slgaiQst Tarshish. 

i Amaziah, king of Judah, hired an hundred 
lousand mercenaries, for which he paid an 
andred talents of silver, (about 36,0001.) to 
liake war against the Edomites : but on the re* 
lonstrance of a prophet, he dismissed the san- 
•binary hirelings, and forfeited the money, 

. And when Israel, having prevailed over Ju- 
ah in an oppressive war, took two hundred 
thousand women and children captives, and 
curposed to keep them in slaveay; Oded, a 
prophet of the Lord, thus addressed them : 
• The Lord God of your fathers was wroth with 
udah, and hath delivered them into your 

m 2 hands ; 



baH(Hk; iwidi now ye propose W. ^^ep iifi(ter the 
divWrenof Jciidah and Jerusa]«ms f^f bond-men 
^4 bofid'-^ioomm. unii^ycm. Bsnt we there t^ei 
with tjoii^ mtjir mtk youy m>M dgamst the L^d 
your God ?' Now, hear m€j therefore, aud d/^lU 
wr up the captives again, whidh y^ W^ve fallen 
captfive of yonr brethren; for fhe fierce wr(f,&i of 
ike Lord it upon you.** 

The prmcCT immediately hcM' a eouncH, and 
in obedience to the united voice of religian and 
humaQity, enforced the prophet's words. 
Their address to the army deserves to be engra- 
ven on every heart. •* 'fhey said nnto the pfeo- 
pie, ye shall not being, in the captives hither: 
lbr» whereas we have offended, against ^he I/>r4 
already, ye intend to add to our sins and our 
trespass ; for our trespass is great, Snd there 
is fierce wrath against Jsp^L" Nor are the 
sensibility, r^li^iott, and^g^eneroisity ^f* the peo* 
pie less re»iaEkable« Thiey inste^tly s^jtfieed 
their ambition and their covetousi»es£», at tb^ 
shrine of huipaoity, tfiith, wdjurtice. *?Th^y 
released the captives and tlve spoiU before the 
princes and all the congregation. And they 
rote up and took the captives, and clothed all 
that were naked among tliem^ and etrrayed them; 
and shod /hem, and gave litem to eat and to drink 
and anointed tliem^ and carried all tfie feeble qf 
them upon asses^ and brovght them to Jericho^ h 
their brethren / / r*^ 

- Qlorious 



GlofioM tnen ! biassed t evw l^s^ h€ 
wwr memory, aufd yow example sat-wd! #at 

jqually strangers to its influence, and the be- 
ilgn spirit of your exalted master I who rejoicQ 
n the slavery of your brethren,, and glory iij 
(fteir debasement! Hide your heads, ye devo- 
ted minions of tyranny and oppression, who 
pledge your despicable lives, and vour for- 
tunes,, tQ perpetuate corruption, and entaii 
wretchedness on generations unborn 1 

But I forbear the reflections which the case 
suggests. Let us confine our attention to the 
iftct which it goes to establish, in common witti 
the others vi^hich I bave quoted : that is, <^ tho^t 
it is the ofike of religion, and its teachers, t^ 
€xposef repcoye, a«d co^rrect, the partiality^ 
Qpyxession, and* tysanny, of rulers; and even 
ttbe tisaprincipl^d comkinatiousy and mqukous 
fyHimactwiSi of kings with king^^ and natioDi» 
with ftationa.'*— A fact^ not €mly founded oft 
thq Ijfew of God, l>at uftiforwul^ s^up ported by 
the conduct of his inspired prophets — A fact 
^ evident, from the passages produced, that 
he, who denies it, need not blosh to de^^ 
that light shines around him, er the eaf th su^v- 
^rts his steps, 

Religipi>, however, carries her authority stiU 
Iftftlier ; aodi the cKunduct of the prophets will 
justify mankind in the exercise of it. As this 

will 
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ivill appear afterwards, I shall now consider 
two cavils which ignorance or perversen^ss 
msiy, perhaps, bring forward against me. 

I have mentioned the bible, as the standard 
by which we were to ascertain, whether religion 
has a controul over the conduct of kings, and 
the measures of government. 

Now, perhaps, it may be alleged that the 
law of Moses alone, as contained in the five 
books ascribed to him, is concerned in this 
question ; this law being alluded to^ as the 
^tandarcj in all tbe following books. 

This law I shall readily admit as the siand- 
mrd by which governments were to be regula- 
ted. As such, it not only prescribes the rules 
of impartial juctice, moderation, and integrity, 
by which kings were to govern; but teaches,^ 
that the observance of these was the condition, 
en which they should be continued in power. 
For this is the evident meaning of the words ^ 
** that he rpay prolong his days in his kingdom.** 

This law, therefore, may be considered as a 
Jiced constitutiony by which goviernment was to 
be framed and regulated, and rulers directed in 
the discharge of their duty. Hence, the judges 
and kings of Israel were enjoined^ to have a 
eopy of it continually with them, ** that they 
might keep all the words and statutes thereof, 

to 
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to do them. And, as has been observed, the 
teeping and doing these was the condition on 
w^hich their power w^s to be prolonged. 

These statutes they frequently violated, by 
treachery,' 'oppression, and driiehy : antl thS 
records of following times; specifyirrg therr 
crimes, 'and the steps taken by the prophets t6' 
correct and reform them',' prefrtdus to their de^* 
position, biariishmettt, or de&tH, shew the iliah- 
tier of procedure which oright to be adopted iii 
all such cases. And the instances I have'qubi 
ted, are so many statutes on ilte case, proposed 
^s precedent's ojr divine authority, {or the imita- 
tion of all ages. ' 






« 

«• These recSords were, at different periods, 
c6mAiilted to ^vriting ; and were cbflected by 
Ezra; after the'returh from the Babylonish cap^*" 
tivity, about one thousarid and fifty years after 
the giving of the lawi From that time they 
were publicly adopted, as a ' divine ride. Our 
Saviour and his apostles, ackffowledged, quo- 
ted, and appealed to them as such. They are 
ihe scriptures y allHhe parts of which the apostle 
Paul declares, in our text, " to be given by in- 
spiration- of God; and *to. be jprofitable, for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc*- 
tion in righteousness ; that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly flemished unto, all 
good 'works:'* and of which he declares. eUe- 
" "' . . V -^ "where. 
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where, <' that Haehct^ coDtadnoiil in jbbcM, were 
^i2ir crmnplas^^' and wrUUa^for p«r. iZ^2zto2u7i(mi 
on whom tlxe eodU of the wotld are oome^*' 

Now,, in whjut aeuse were tfiey writt«Q for ad- 
mpnition ? orp ia ^hat mao^ruir caa they b^ pro* 
liable fbr doctcine^^ reproof^ qorrection^ and 
^istru^tloa. in righteou3K^:$fii^ .but. by teacbinig 
vs to avoid the ^vilferbidd?Q:4nd condeouxed; 
^d to practise th(» g^Gtd ^ecommdiided, wbe* 
^herby pr.ecept or exa,n|)J|a-? ^Ken9 jpossiUe 
tbat I p;aja di^gover ! i . 

tet me now 'ask you ; aren'pt the passages, 
which I have quoted, part of thi^se record? 
which were written for our admonition ; and do 
they aot contam {^art oftb^^ ^xaaiij^les^ whfch 
are holdeci out to «» ?. nf)9st assur<edl5r;<-rAiid.4A 
not these MdmQJti/ioHs aud ezample^ cie^j^ sbef^ 
« tbat the iuiei ference of 4he teaoberf of 4^- 
gion, to reprove, correct, aj^d.d^noum^ the 4il-f 
justice, frauds and oppre^sioii of; rviw^^ Md 
the depravity aad corrxiptioa of ^pireranieot;^ 
is sanctioned by the laxA 4ff G^d^ and the qnjfolm 
decIaratioAis and exampJe of all, tbe^ pvQpbeto i 
aiid that titir oonduct is proposed to IM> oro^ 
^cJs qf intUuJtjon^ by Christ aiod; li^s* stpostktt ? 
No <i;hristiaa4af.e deny it. 

Hence, then, I conclude, that^ot only the 
rights but the duly of the te?jchers<of religioji to 
eXpbse, reprove^ and correct every action, and 

every 
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• Vtuth ta jiisttee, i^sbrirtKfeiiroad^a^fs of' 
e bible.-*itWfr6t6« ivtcW attibhS^ • atttf mil ' 
easufes^., 1)6-^086 9p4..pD,r&ae(|*.by,.jf>r2)(ce or 
op/e,^Sovernors or gaiv(^ned,,.^tatfs i9X. indivif. 
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- tftb^jiVfe^^g^s r I^aW'^'inrdifedi wffe1^''ii6Vlpi<Qf-'' 
'^itiitM'hfiiie 'Of(fiHkr)r'lftachfeTSf df'l-^ttlicJtt ; 
ir by peMhrf ihspii^rfj '^rtdsehlJ, fif'.ttte'Spi^r''' 
'ai ^fpdseV' and Wierfeitjr^e; ^*t^i tHh 'i^fcttf ' 
epfbYMeU' by theri), came tidt WttBitt t1»k tflfic^ * 
f'«»ifj"«af/-y f el'lgitfifs- fe'achfefS'.^^^ , ■'.'''■ ' ^ 

, . • . » "• ' 

• I . . . • A 

This I chearfully admit, in its full force, so 
tfdsit'mtifs SfhcV: bht PdfeiiytTiet^ontiiiision 

. I ! • - » ■ • ' . • . . ■ 

rauiii (0p!|kmMl(Mir. aad ic;rudt)i,^ initulersy weran 
^riffiSSfiforbidiietfr^ bjr? the law^— **WeN know/ ths*> 
ke;piliciiMiwere the guitrdiittir aiiid' d^aclwlte a& 
iiati <law«^I^ it. XKrtf Qv^derlt tlien^. tUat;/ inolhs^- 
'tnciii6 ^ib$e,i the toacJktnipgsi iiajr, .tl*4; vei^f «^ 
fiw^, of it was a direct censure of these en or* 
tirt?6S-?,^-Sift it is said] ^^ the iekth'eik did not 
jefiV^uffe^tliieiii/* r gi'arit i£'!' but the' CDWJli^bfi'^ 

-^ n mg 
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ingiU-^tbipy «,«glect)Bd.tti^ic.4utjr^ and.hettayed 
their 'n^flt^V ;■ youldtp Gcf^ I.th^y stood Vlone, 
to bear il^.weigbt of tjijsi^^eayy. yja^rge I . ! • 

1 k^^^'tottiariy it.toay's'eemt)Wd^ am 

dure it 1^ itt^liriihioly. '• BWt it is not: ttfore bold 
or melancholy, than it is true. The corr'up- " 

gave .rise.Jto the necessity. of..senr|lng.,^traordi- 
nar^ prQj}heti^.,for th^,,pVtp.ose 9.(^99r,r,^cji«g 

*¥?^- ?:%{ "?^''^!^^' :W' 1 ^r^**? -^*^. .become 
sharers in the spoils of oppression, and acpom- 

^^^Wii?f\^^ %f discharge 

of their duty. Atten(i[:^owh^t folio ws« ^ 
for yoursejives ! 

r!lMclI'f»fuW^chmen,QfiJ;s[rael t^e M\ndy^they 
are ai(/[ .igiMrant'^tj^ie^^are; dupib tdpgs«^hey 
cannot bark ; dreaming, lying down, loving to 
slumber^. i Yea^ -th^y^l af^«*|^r^e*fy dogs,;: n^ich 
oanoneverhave endugh ; 'they al Hook to ttaeir 
o^n r ways,! el^ery one for » his • ^ain^ ^ Goaie y e^ 
fay4:hej^ B virill fetch ww^s, and we will fill our* 
seltes,\^tb strong drinfcf" for to-morrow ishall 
be^e^hiffday, and oiiaeb more abundant'' 

•?;t T'^ iP.4^^«^ ?^Mj ^^!^i) where is. >h£ I-ord ? 
Ai^d they, ,who^ har^dle the law, knew me .not; • 
the p?u8ii!Joc5;;also haije.trjgBjggressed agamst me. 
Frofli the.prophet, even to the.priest„ eveiy one 

. .,: '^ ' ' ' ., ' '" dealeth 
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I 
• I 

dcaleth falsely: Is this house, wliicK is callefl 
by thy mxMi became n den of thieves in yoirr 
eyes?'-; ' - '^' •*■ ' " : ' ■ " .-*■ ^" • ■ 

; ^ Both prophet .and priest- ar^j pfQphane^ 
yiea^ in mine houae, have I found theix^ wickedr 
nesSy saitdi the Lord. I have see^i; aitso, . in thp 
prapbets of J.eru$aleii), an horrible thingJ Th^y 
walk, in lies.; •they/str.eiigthen.dso th^ bands of 
cvil-dqc^s,. tbat i^ne doth return fronj his. nvkife- 
edness. Tljiey biteM.with .their teeth, sl»^ cry 
peiiacis; .i^od he tb^t: puUetb not ^nto.ltheir 
mouths; they even prepare waf against hi oi.!-" r 

" There is a conspiracy of . her prophets in 
tlie, midst, of her, like a ,i:oaring .lion ravening 
th^ prey. They have devoured souls; they 
ha,ve tajcen the treasure and precious things, 
The priests have violated my law, and profaned 
iXiy hply things : They ha,ve put no differ^.nc^ 
between . the holy and profane ; neither h;^ye 
thev shewed difference between the unclean and 
the clean ; and firom the^, profanencss is gone, 
forth into all the lapd. ■ ■ 

What a dreadful picture is here presetitted to 
the eye! A picture, surcharged with* thfe odi- 
ous colourings oYigridrance, indolence, rapSci- 
tyj and drunkenness"; fraud; pervasion of the 
law, profanencss, falsehood^ and' treachery ! 
When wereviewr this picture, as the faithful re- 
presentation of the 'priesthood, cah we be sur- 

ni 2 prised. 
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!f AQr^iW^ Pf ^h^ rulers, whifib ft w§^ 4hieiix du- 
ty to reprove r or the oppressions o^" the peo- 
ple, on whose spoils they revelled ?— At the 
nisision <>f esitmoridiqavy teacMrs livbo^reto 
^app4y tkeir neglects r or, «l|e instructions tp 
'4he propjit-t^ who- «v ere to plead 4^he oaose 
of 4 he people? ^< feed 4l)6 :^€4c eft th^ 
<^attg4^er/' sailh the {^ordi ^' wbos^e-f^oese^* 
-siHis^Iay ^ewi and hold themsekes not guil- 
Xy : end they who sell 4lien>, say» blessed be 
the Lord i 1 am Ttoh : |ind their ow4i shepherds 
pity- ihem not. ' They --e^^^t the fat,, atid -^doibe 
tbemsQlves with the woo] ; they kill theni that 
lire fed, but feed riot the flock. The diseased 
Ihey hav(e not strengthened, neither that W'hich 
was sick : tjiey ha^ve riot bound up the 'broken, 
lior brought back that which was driven away^ 
heither sbiight that which wps lost : but with 
force, and w^ith cruelty have they ruled them. 
Thliis saith the Lord God, wo be to the shep- 
hfefds of Israel, who feed' themselves ! Should 
not the shepherds feed th^ flocll ? Wo unto the 
foolish shepherds who follow their o^^n spirit, 
ufld hay? §een not lung ! Q Israd^ iky prophets 
are lil^e foxep in jthe ^e^ert. T\i^y hme ^poKe^ 
vanity, a^^^ diyine lj.es ! saying, ppacp wber.9 
there vfs^s m pej^p^: t(ber?fore phf\}\ winp 
band be .upoR tberi^ ; they shall not b^ in the 
assembly of n\y p?ppW, pei.ther sball the^ be 
Vrjtjen ip the writinj; qf the |ioiji?e of Uxm^l • 
and ye shall know that 1 a«i the Lord." 

Though 



a 

T1)W5^ these p^ass.^es are sufiiglentc J\p% 
•pn\y to obvia»te the cavil I h^ve mpatioued, b.y,t 
ip account .fof the sijemce of this est^blj^h^il 
rt^Acli^r^ pf reJ.i^joB ; ^nd sdd stability ' > th^ 
fliat, ** jth:^t it was their dpty to ha^^ exp05?.4# 
jrepfQV^d^ .and .corrected, the prevailing epor^- 
^iti(e$ pf ruleas, and corrnptipns of gov^nrj. 
i^eftt," J shall ivdd a»,other, which pUicgs th^ 
matter io a iight ^till (clearier. 

' *^ A wonderful and liomble thing is commit- 
led in tlie land ! The prophets prophesy falsely, 
iand the priests bear rule by their means s .and 
my people love to have it so !'* 

-^iH^re. wc see tbe falsehood of tlve prophels 
was subservient to the ambition jwxd agg-rafldise- 
ixie.nt of the.priests. By their means the people 
ti'erfe blinded, and the priests promoted to pla* 
ces of authority' and power ^iniong tkeir bre- 
thren. In this c^se, we cannot be surprised^, 
tfhat they sliouid si lumber over the law, and be 
j>il6nt in behalf of the oppressed. But that sudi 
felsehoods should be pleasing to the peopJ(^, 
whose oppressions they were calculated to mul- 
tiply "and confirm, tit first view, is somewhat 
wonderful ! Yet, "so it was: ^* the people love<l 
to have it s^.** 

■ • 

The {acl iSf man is tho creatu?^ of habit, and 
the ^lav« of his own indolence and fears. By 
long pustom .he may be reconciled to an^ thing. 

And 
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And when once sunk into corruption, arfd press- 
cd down into insignificance, all his pbWers of 
inind become enfeebled, and his sentiment* 
^perverted, the difference between right and 
n^rong, dignity'and meanness, honor and shame, 
is scarcely felt. To manly exertion h'e is a 
professed enemy. And at last, he becomes so 
totally debased, that truth itself ife disag;reeable. 
His only pleasure is, to hear the delusive fic- 
tions which flatter his insignificance, and 
masque his crimes. These he loudly calls for, 
and swallows. with greediness s while he rejects 
With abhorrence, the sacred and salutary truths 
which recall him to his proper character,' the 
assertion of his rights^ and the recovery of his 
liative dignity. . 

The address of the most high, by the prophet 
Isaiah, ^ his pe6ple, thus sunk into meanness, 
corruption, and depravity, is striking and awful. 
** Go,*' said he, ** write it before them in a 
table, and note it in a book, that it may be, 

for the time to come, forever and ever: that 

«*■'.••■ . • ■ ■ • • 

thi^'is a: rebellious people, lying children— chil-. 
dren who will not hear the law of the Lord: 
who say to the seers, see not^ and to the pro- 
phets, prophesy not to us right things. Speak. 
unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits. 
Wherefore, thus saith the Lord, because ye des- 
pise this word, and trust in oppressioh and per- 
version, and depend .thereou .^ this iniquity 
I. / ^aU 
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shall be to you as a breach ready to burit^ a 
swelling in an ,\i\g\\ \^all, whose breakini? 
Cometh suddenly, .at an instant. 

r.Frohi. the: passages brought' f together on fhis 
subject, the foUpwing particuIariB. appear plai*. 

a^d undeniabie.: . ,. 

' ' ' ' • • 

rJ': '^^^u^MmlP^^^^^^ pver.gQvernp;rs^, 

SP.vernine;its,a^4jDation^ .^ , _ ^ , ,.^ 

' ir. Not only''^!ie Vigfit, -'bul -'ithe^ di^ty; of 
teachers, to *esxp6s6,' Yeprt)^*e; ^icndl censure, 'the* 
partiality, oppression, and tyranny of rufehs;" 
thJe dl^tr\jjetrve! inflnencie of «vil coutiselldrs, . 
and thec^^rruj^tioh of govermneats. ( 



•; ,71:1 '' ' •',»..,.. .. ..'.,. : 



,. JII. Ti;ifit:this duty extends,;, not only to the 
coucjsrns .of m^agistrates ai|d ipeopIe^-jgQvernors 
and governed, l^ut to leagues, treaties, and 
combinations of kings with kingy,' arid nations 
with nations, for the pu'riDbse of ihjiisticei op- 
piression, and b'foodshed/ ■ 'And, -j " 

IV. It- Hfts^cbtte' tx> light, M t>y accrdent, 
frbms^verkl^Tuhfe passag^s/I hkve quoted, that 
the riec^ssRybf &endlngr gjttf aoi?d4narfy Pr&phc^ts^ 
fo reprdve arid -correct poJftioal fraud, xipprfesy 
siori, and vidlfenijer and th^tffeby, p'Tevent na^ 
tional ruin, flffosie fromt.^he: ignorance, jindo* 
lence, covetousness, and pr^iftigapy.pf .a.,v}'o.ivth- 
les^ prie^tHeo4 ^ ^^^ the; f»eawiiess,.^^bgtii^acy. 
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anJ&Ity ofa silTy people, who preferred flattS- 
ry arid delusion to the Taw (yf the Lord, ^nd the 
words of truths soberness^ and asounct imhS. 

: ilticeo? ^1^9, tlidi fuily ndbetasrtiaddd,. liefig 
eiridbntifirom thr hindy serfptorefr^ Vhki), lu the 
apostle tells us, " were given by- idspiratidn^ 
written for our admonition, and useful for doc- 
tftrt6, f^pmdf, cdrrectiot), artlJ i«$thi'cti6n in 
righteousness ;*' I shall ttO^^'i{h*^W th^t frfigiorrt. 
carries ,hei: authority farther s^U.^^, and that the 
bible tiaachcis. us, other, qpctr i nes equally impor- 
tantj 



f • »' » I 



, i; ktcochds usy that,aai!(!)9 tbe diiibj^ of ti^ 
teachers of Edtj^itm; to rdbuke tlie pa/tJi'^lHjrf: 
- injustice, and oppression of governors, and ex- 
po^ tli6 abuser of g'OYei^nmient; so \i is* 4he duty 
df the^^p^pTirt^tkfl'fbf ^ntfettf6f6^ i^rfdrrtfe '^^ 

. . if., Tbat where ;aqyparticular'b6dv\ oP.rfcfs- 
criptipn of meo labours undi?r partial grievan- 
ces, hardships, or pp'pressions ii^ a state,, it '\i 
not only the duty of the existing gbvernriaenf to 
rctdress and'iteOE«>v^tlhe|iv;i b^t wh^^ tl^ey-jnay 
tfeegledt diM^k eedi^SSj^ <»cr€tt*usei4;;^;ther dutiful 
pdliiitM^a indi reOMH^^IraRQ^ of the agg^ieve4». it 
ii> the duty of theiil I^rethrcft ^^ feUow-&ubj.ects 
to espoifsetheiv 4>awev and siupp^Hrfrtheii; cla.iD(i39 
hy erterj fair and juitiM^I^ n^eao* 

tn Support of -fhest IcfS^otaS^ I'slWfl dntji^m 
calt ycmir atlenfich!) (ti tfi^ 6f fht^i^ita^ilMe^.of 
ivhat I have already quoted. 

^« Wo 
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♦' Wo unto them who decree tfnfighteoug 
decreejr,' und write gfievousitess, which they 
have prescribed ; thit is, who enact partial, 
unjust, and oppressive laws; to turn asside thtr 
needy from jadgruent, and to take awaj thter 
right from the poor o( rtiy people.** 

** Heat the word 6f the Lord, O king of 
Judah, thou, and thy servants, and thy people^, 
deliver the Bpoiled out of the hand of the oppres- 
sor, loose* the bands of wickedness^ undo the 
heavy burdens, and break every yoke : give ear^ 
tinto the law of the Lord ye people; Warn to 
do well, seek judgment, relieve the oppressed. 
Take away the wieked from before the king ; 
and his throne shall be established in righteous^ 
ness." 

Here we se€P, that thie conntiands, '^^seek 

« 

judgment, relieve the oppressed, and take away 
the wicked froip before the king," were direc-' 
ted, not only, to the ptince and his servants, 
but to the people : And in the words which fol- - 
low, the displeasure of the Lofd is expressed 
againi^t them, because they did not demand of 
their ralers the restorsltion of their brethren to 
their rights and liberties, and at reform of the 
government, whieh took away, and withhelif 
them. ^* Tdis is a people robbed and spoiled f 
They are for a pfey, arid none saith restore. 
None calletb for justice, nor any pleadeth fdr 
tndth: and the Lord was displeased, because 
there yns no judgment/' 

o These 
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^ These lessons, equall}' plain and important, 
are for the direction of every nation, and the 
instruction of all peojile, who believe the bible. 
It cannot be wrong, therefore, for us to learn, 
know, and practise them. Would to God, we 
had no occasion to apply them I 

This, however, is not the case! Wisely as 
our government was originally constructed^ and 
solidly founded in the' principles of justice, and 
the rights of men; yet in the lapse of ages, it 
has been removed from its priginal foundation, 
perverted in its principles, deranged in its struc- 
ture, and converted to a-mis-shapen and mou* 
strous pile of venality, corruption, and partia- 
lity ! , 

That this is the case^ requires no proof. 
The whole kingdom has long seen, and severely 
felt it. Nay> ministers have not only, avowed 
it, but pleaded the necessity of corrupt influ- 
ence for its support 

ff 

In conformity with this avowal, taxes arc 
multiplied, and increased to such a degree, 
that the price of many articles, of most exten- 
sive consumption ; arid which, from habit, 
have become alpiost necessaries of life, is near- 
ly doubled during the last ten years. -And to 
?vhat purpose? Not to support any army for 
the defence of the country ! Thank God ! we 
have no need of such. The genius of the coun- 
try 
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vy is roused ; and its arm strung for its owu i 
lefence ! — Not to provide a fleet to protect our 
joasts, should danger threaten us !— Not to 
naintain the execution of law ; or substantially 
)ronaote agriculture, manufactures and com- 
nerce ! No. — But to bribe the nominal repre- 
;entatives of one part of the people, to betray 
;hem, and make a prey of the whole — to sup- 
port a burthensome, unprincipled, and imperi- 
ous train of useless placemen, and beggarly pen- 
sioners — a voracious national poor list ! whose 
usts are insatiable, ^* whose teeth are as swordsj 
md their jaw-teeth as kniv<is, to devour the op- 
pressed from off the earth, and the needy from 
among mefn !" And we have lately heard venal 
and oppressive corporations, and self-devoted 
factions, in almost every county of the king- 
dom, proclaiming this corruption and oppres- 
sion, which they blasphemously call our' con«r 
stitution, the delight of their hearts ; and pledge 
ing their lives and fortunes to support them. 

In these circumstances, tl^e natiop. could see 
liQ prospect of relief, qr safety, but in a radi- 
cal reform, which would remove {ill thiese evils; 
or a total revolution. From a just view of the 
convulsions and horrors which attend revoluti- 
ons, and aconviction that nothing but- incorri» 
gible despotism, and dire necessity, cau justi- 
fy the experiment, they have wisely determined^ 
in obedience to the call of duty, to look fur, 
and demand reform. And though *' oppression 

o 2 .sometiiust 
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fomefciinee 'mubes wise men mad;" they hare 
proceed^ with temper, moderation, and order. 
ThottgU '* tba muUitttdeof tbeir grievances has 
obligi^ theni to complain^ and the arm of the 
mighty. to cry out;" the voice of sedition ha5 
not feeeji heard, oor the hand of intemperance 
^nd riot reified. A solemn dignity has marked 
their steps ; and the geuliis of the land has led 
them io demand the re-restabhshment of govern^ 
xnent on the principles of our happy con^tita* 
tion, of which the people's rights are the foun« 
Ration, their ^ill the law, at)d their happiness 
the tend. And. to. their imuiortal honor, they 
have determined to seek, pursue, and obtain 
this great object, not by force or tumultuous 
violence, but by the wise ai>d rational means 
which the constituition itself presmbes apd sane- 
tiafl6-^th»t is, by; cilling the people together, 
to consult coolly and deliberately on this interest 
ting subject, that the public sontiment may be 
known, hy free communication, and the pub- 
lic will concentered in a point, from which its 
expression may flow, with clearness, harmony, 
and strength into the houses of parliament^ and 
the presence of majesty. • 

In this all seem to.be. agreed, except ib^^se 
who feed oh the spoils of the poor, and yfdX 
fat by oppression ; and tiiose, who, for reaf^oqs 
best known to themselves, have resigned their 
principles, or spirit to express them, to some 
lordly leader* 
4 . To 
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■,* To the former of these, the voice of jeligiao, 

.and the calls of duty need not be directed. To 

these their ears have been long shut, and their 

hearts insensible. The latter, however^ would 

ido well to consider the words of the prophet 
#Isaiaii, and the wise Solomon. *' The baderaof 
tbifi people cause them to err ^ and they» who 

^; are M of them, are destroyed. Hip, who 
saith to the wicked; thou, art righteous, will the 
people curse ;-^natiou6 .shall abhor hjm. ^But 
to them, wboreboke him, shall be delight ; and 
a good blessing shall come upon them/' 

That the method proposed for obtaining re- 
form, is the way of peace, as well as of pru* 
dence, every ^ttpntive mind must see^ Jf |iur- 
saed with unanimity and: discretion^ it rnuit 
terminatje in happiness. If not/ •* confiisioti 
and^very evil work" may be reasonably- expec- 
ted' from the present agitation of the public 
mind, and the provocations which -have occa- 
sioned it. And, should division among the peo- 
ple tempt government to reject requisitions, 
founded in right, and sanctioned hy religion, 
** to loose the bands of wickedness, and break 
the yoke of oppression," something more ex- 
pressive than requisition may be justly dreaded; 
and He alone, whose eye looks forward through 
the infinity of ages, can pronounce upon the 
issue i while they, whose tyranny, or conni- 
vance 
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vancc trith tyranny, has provoked the public 
passions, must bear the guilt, and answer for 
the consequences. 

. The other lesson, of which I took notice, as 
fecommended to our attention^ by a Taviety of 
passages cited, arises from the debasement 
•and oppreissioh of part of a nation, by laws un- 
just in tiieir principle, and partial in thqir ope- 
ration. Where this is the case, ^e have clear- 
'ly seen, that God has comnianded their bre- 
thren to petitiou in .their behalf; or, as it is ex- 
pressed in scripture, *' to plead their causey" 
Md say to their oppressors, RESTOHE. 

Does this lesson— dictate of pure humanity 
'««^and clothed with the authority of God, ap- 
•ply to us ? Most assuredly ! like all the other 
parts of scripture, it was written " for our in- 
struction in, righteousness;-' and carries with it, 
-in our caise, severe reproof, and well-earned 
CO necfaon..* Sorry I am, that it has. so lonjg, 
.like many other lessons of the bibi^, : been neg« 
lected, despised, and tramplpd underfoot, by 
the prevalence of. prejudice, passion, and poli- 
tical faction. . Foi' never were partiality and in- 
justice aioreconjspicuous on earth, than the;jr 
■have been in. the land of our nativity, for up- 
wards of sixty years. Not a. small part— but 
•three fourtiis of jts inhabitants— the great body 
of the people— have been reduced to the most 
ahject and humiliating servitude 5 excluded 

from 



1 / 



t APPENDIX. / 111 

^om every office, honor, trust, and emolument 
(jof the state, which they uniformly supported 
^T)y their indjistry, and enriched by their com^ 
^mercej not only denied, but declared incapa- 
ble of, real property : taxed in parliaitieut^ 
grand juries, and vestries, without consents 
personal or representative ; excluded from every 
.mean of instruction, yet reproached, and pu- 
*nished, for their ignorance ; deprived of the 
/ protection of the law, by being excluded from 
[ serving on juries ; and prohibited the use of ' 
, arms for the safety Of their naked and defence^ 
less persons. 

The circumstances of this degradation reti- 
der it as odious as it is intolerable. These are 
marked, not only with cruelty and injustice^ 
but national perfidy. By the treaty of Lime- 
rick, on the faith of which the Roman Catho- 
lies of Ireland submitted to king William m 
1691, they were to be secured in the enjoyment 
of rights and privileges, therein specified or al- 
luded to. This treaty was Signed by his mJtjes* 
ty's commander of the army, and the lords Jus- 
tices of Ireland;, confirmed by the king and 
queen, under the great seal of England^ so- 
lemnly ratified- afterwards by an act of parha- 
ment; and continued inviolale for thirty-six 
years. During this period, they enjoyed the 
privileges, istnd exercised the rights guaranteed 
to them ; those of serving on juries, ^nd vot- 
ing for members of parliament, not excepted; 

not 
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Bor dill they incur tbe sHgbtest tmpatation of 
disloyalty, or di^afiection to government^ from 
their bitterest enemies, iiiougb alarms of inva- 
iion were repeatedly spr<^, and a neighboHr* 
ing nation convulsed by rebellion. . \ 

• 

Yet in the year 1727, M'ithout fault or pro- 
Tocatiou on their part, the parliament chosen 
by them, in common with their protestant bre- 
thren, stripped th§m of every power and privi- 
lege of freemen, and in particular, left them in- 
capable of joining in the election of another. 
Under all the incapacities which this and suc- 
ceeding parliaments created, they continued 
till within these few years ; and even now, the 
greatest and most opprobrious lie heavy npoBi 
tliem. 

Yet still \t^ is remarkable, that, during these 
sixty- five years of woise than Egyptian slavery, 
in which insult and ignominy have frequently 
added to oppression, they have never, forfeited^ 
by act or declaration, their character of unsha- 
ken loyalty to their king, and respectful obe- 
dience to government— that very government 
which reduced them to slavery, poverty, and 
wretchedness^ and out -transubstanttatiug trans- 
substantiation, contmues to convert their flesh 
into bread, and their blood into wine, ibr com* 
municants in iniquity. Nay, though rebellion 
agam raised her head in a sister kiogdoin du- 
ring that period; and we have had repeated 

wars 
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wars with the nation, to whose humanity they 
owe what their hearts hold dearest^ they have 
fought the battles of, their country against her» 
both by sea and land ! And on a late occasion, ' 
when the kingdom wias robbed pf the defence 
for which it liberally paid, for a purpose which 
policy discjainiecl/ humanity reprobated, and 
Heaven has!defeated~when the fleets of that 
nation rode triumphant on our coasts, and go- 
verpment decljared - that protection : rested with 
Ourselves ; ini^tead of resentment, or cold indif- 
ference^ they caught the patriotic flame which 
animated the kingdom, ^nd gave birth to an 
army of citizen-soldiers unequalled in the records 
of the world. And though ye, in the hour of 
your darkness, rejected them from your ranks; 
be it known unto you, that in the other parts 
of the kingdom, they formed an important part 
of that illustrious body, who generously stood 
forward for the defence of their brethren— who 
received the united and well-earned thanks of 
lords, and commons, for the salvation of their 
country — and who shall live in the grateful 
remembrance of posterity, and admiration of 
the world, in spite of pithless proclamations, 
till the angel of God shall proclaim ; " arise ye 
dead, and come to judgment/' Nay, at this 
very moment, though the last voice which the 
patient, though oppressed, people heard, from 
the abettors of their oppressions, was fraught 
with the provoking accents : ^* your claims are 

p seditious; 
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seditious ; jour hopes groiiiidtessj abd your pe« 
titions vain— ye shall bear bur chains for ever ; 
.and our yoke shall gall rhe hecjks of youi: poste- 
rity, to the end of the woriA"— At this moment 
I say, they are hurtiMy supplicating a reversal 
of the stem decree, and praying (torn man, a 
restoration of the rights, which they received 
from God, 

This isinot a pictiire, but a feint sketch, of 
their grievances, their patience, and their patf f- 
otism. Add when ye consider their degraded 
situation ; the injustice atid perfidy which re- 
duced them to it; the length of time, through 
which it has been continued from- father to son; 
the dutifol and loyal part which they hate uni« 
formly acted ; and the offern of lives aiid fortunes 
which have been lately made to keep them iti 
. eternal degradation and wretchedneiis ; I trust 
lyou will feel yourselves called upon— irresistibly 
called upon—- by the united voice of religion, 
•justice, and humanity, to joitty^ur intercessory 
voice with the language of their petition ; ** to 
plead the cause of the oppressed ; to deliver the 
. spoiled from the hand of the oppressor ; and 
shew mercy and compassion^ every man to his 
i brother ; lest the fury of the Lord go out like 
fire, and burn, that node canquedch it^ beeaus^ 
V %l the evil of your doings/* 

• 
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Thus> I hopes' I hafi^e fuHy Established the 
aaserlion with which- 1 setoutf in all its parts,^ 
both as it respects religion and Jier teachers, I> 
have sbewH that her^ contjrQul^ and their daty^i 
extends to eyery rank pf men ; and their e^hor- ^ 
tations, reproofi^ and corrections, to every vio- 
lation of the jaw of Qod. 

^ As this is denied^ principally in respect to 
governors atid states, I have produced a regular 
chain of evidence, in direct opposition to such, 
(denial. — Evidence^ which clearly proves, that 
the sins pf kings and people, governors and 
governed, states and individual)^, come equally 
under their reproofs and corrections— nay, 
proves that, if politics, in the only proper sense , 
of the word, are to be excluded from the pulpit, . 
the greater part of the bible must be excluded 
with th6j||[i. 

I have likewise poiated out, by the passa-, 
ges quoted, those political sins, which religion 
inost expressly condemns, and commands her 
teachers to expose, reprove, and endeavour to 
correct ; together with the means which they 
used for effecting their reform. 

I have farther considered the lessons, which 
we ought to learn and practice, from these pas- 
sages of holy writ; and applied- them to Qur^ 
j9wn affecting situation* 

J) 2 And 
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And you will observs^ that I bav^ not^ 
through the whole, admitted one consideratiom 
of human policy, or one principal of worldly wis- 
dom, into what I have laid before you. I have 
only represented the principle laid down, and 
the duty arising from it, as they are founded in 
and supported by, tlie word of God, How far 
the adoption of the one, and the perforniance of 
the other, may affect the petty interests of this, 
or the other, political party, or the views of 
scheming monopolists, in politics, state-religion 
manufactures, or commerce, I have left to the 
plodding statesman, the mercenary worlding, 
and the interested partizan, to determine. That 
the principle is true, the lessons just, and the 
duties real, is enough for me. And that they 
are so, cannot be denied, if the bible speaks truth. 

In the full conviction of this, I have laid the 
whole freely before you. What niay be the 
effect. Heave with you, and Him who search- 
the heart, whose eye is upon you. 

That some may be offended with me I cannot 
doubt. The oppressors of the earth, and the 
abettors of oppression, partiality, and rapine, 
with the whole train of the bigotted, the illibe- 
ral, and the corrupt, were offended with those, 
who first spoke the words, by the command and 
inspiration of God, which Ibave now repeated. 
Micaiah was insulted, arid imprisoned ; Jere- 
miah 
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miah threatened witli death for attempting to 
' reform and save his country ; the apostles per- 
f/ lecuted for speaking the truth; and^ lyhat should 
!^.: weigh niore than ten thousand examples, the 
iMblessed Jesus was accused of rebellion, by a 
K blind-led seditious,' and head^strong multitude, 
fl and crucified as a blasphemer. Why, then, 
if^ should I be surprised, if all such be offended 
with me ? I will not be surprised ; neither will I 
be afraid. Firm, '^ as an iron pillar, or wall 
*^ of brass," I'll stand erect, to declare the trutb 
t of the bible, and enforce your duty, while God 
;.. vouchsafes me understanding to know, and heart 
r to feel, and a tongue to express them. 

\; . 

^ On the other hand, I know many will ba 

; / pleased and gratified. Let me only entreat such, 
. that their pleasure may not terminate, like that 
'■' of the people of Israel, as described by the 
Lord, to the prophet Ezekiel. " Son of man, 
the children of thy people speak one to another, 
every one to his brother, saying, come, I pray 
j'-ou, and hear what is the word that cometh 
forth from the Lord. They come unto thee, as 
the people cometh ; and they sit before thee, as 
my people ; and they hear thy words, but they 
will not do them; for with their mouth they 
shew much love ; but their heart goeth after 
Iheir covetousness. And lo ! thou art unto 

them 
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